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PARISH  OF   LETHNOT. 

/ 

(county   of    FORFAR.) 
By  the  Rev.  Mr  John  Tatlor. 

jfftnexaiitm  ami  Situation* 

'T^HE  paxifhes  of  Navar  and  Lethnot,  prior  to  the  year 
17231  were  two  feparate  charges  :  Before  their  union, 
the  pariih  of  Lochlee  and  Lethnot  were  one  charge.  The 
miniiler  refided  at  Lethnot,  and  preached  two  labbaths  at 
Lethnot,  and  the  third  at  Lochlee.  But,  as  Lochlee  is  dif- 
tant  firom  Lethnot  ten  computed  miles,  and  as  the  road  was 
found  always  inconvenient,  and  often  dangerous,  efpecially 
10  winter,  it  was  judged  proper  bj  all  concerned  about  the 
jear  1723,  to  disjoin  Lochlee  from  Lethnot,  to  make  the 
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former  a  fcparate  charge,  and  to  annex  Navar  to  the  latter. 
Navar  and  Lcthnot,  thus  united,  lie  in  the  county  of  Forfwr, 
the  prelbytcry  of  Brechin,  and  the  fynod  of  Angus  ^d 
Meams.  They  arc  furrounded  by  the  Grampian  hills 
on  all  fides,  except  towards  the  caft,  where  there  is  a  fmall 
opening,  through  which  the  Weft-water  iffues,  and  the  plain 
of  the  Meams  is  feen.  The  only  paft  of  the  Gtkmpians, 
that  lies  to  the  fouth  of  them,  is  the  hill  of  Caterthun,  re- 
markable  for  having  on  its  top  the  remains  of  a  very  anci- 
cnt  fortification.  Oppofite  to  Caterthun,  which  is  the  high- 
eft  top  of  a  long  ridge,  running  nearly  from  eaft  by  north 
to  weft  by  fouth,  are  the  Grampians  on  the  north,  nearly 
in  a  parallel  diredion  to  the  long  ridge  of  Caterthun,  but 
much  higher.  Along  the  bottom  of  thefe,  Navar  and 
Lethnot  are  fituated,  the  breadth  of  the  arable  land  from  the 
bottom  of  Caterthun  on  the  fouth  to  the  uncultivated  parts  of 
the  higher  Grampians  on  the  north,  being  nearly  3-4ths  of  a 
mile  sJl  along,  and  the  length  about  5  miles.  Lethnot,  which 
lies  eaftward,  is  bounded  on  that  quarter  by  the  parilh  of 
Edzel,  and  part  of  the  parifli  of  Stricathrow,  on  the  fouth- 
eaft  and  fouth  by  the  eaftem  part  of  the  ridge  of  Cater- 
thun, which  feparates  it  from  the  pariih  of  Menmuir ;  on 
the  weft  by  the  Weft-water,  which  feparates  it  from  Navar ; 
and  on  the  north,  by  that  part  of  the  Grampians,  called  the 
hill  ofWirran^  or  tht  bill  of  fprings^  (as  the  word  Wirran  is 
fold  to  fignify,)  which  feparates  it  from  the  parifh  of  Loch- 
lee.  Navar  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  and  fouth  Weft  by  the 
weftern  part  t)f  the  ridge  of  Caterthun,  which  divides  it 
from  Menmuir  -,  on  the  weft  it  is  feparated  from  the  Glens 
of  Fern,  Tannadice,  Cortachy  and  Clova,  by  a  great  extent 
of  tlie  Grampian  mountains ;  and  towards  the  north,  others 
of  thefe  mountains  divide  it  from  the  parifh  of  Lochlee. 
But  bcfides  that  part  of  the  pariflies,  which  is  fituated  as 
above  ^efcribed,  there  is  a  cdnfiderable  ntkmbef  of  fmall 
•  --  &nns, 
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&sais,  iirfifeA':Ue  fcattered  on  the  Weft-water  and  other 
boaSl  nYulets,  extending,  a  good  way  among  the  hills  in  a 
nordi-wefi  dineAioB  from  the  church  of  Lethnot,  the  moft 
difiaot  being  upwards  of  i^ve  miles  from  it. 

&Qil^  M4rlf  &c.— The  foil  in  both  parifhes  is  various,  fome 
of  it  is  of  a  day  naturct  fome  a  rich  loam  with  a  till  bot- 
tom, aad  there  is  fome  haugh  ground  adjacent  to  the  Weft- 
water  with  a  iandj  bottom.    The   ancient  name  of  the 
Weft-water  was  Dj ;  it  has  its  fource  among  the  hills  about 
twelve  nailes  north-weft  from  the  church  of  Lethnot,  and  it 
receives  in  its  progreis  a  great  number  of  rapid  rivulets. 
There  are  appearances  of  unftiapely  rocks  here  and  there 
on  its  banks,  and  at  one  place  there  is  found  limeftone  of  a 
reddifli  fandj  nature,  mixed  with  veins  of  freeftone.     The 
fuiners  quarry  the  limeftone,  and  find  it  to  anfwer  well 
with  their  lands.     But  there  is  no  freeftone  quarry  within 
the  parilllies,  and  though  fome  of  the  rocks,  which  feem  in 
general  to  be  oompofed  of  what  is  commonly  called  fcurdy 
fifmi^  might  anfwer  for  building,  yet  there  is  no  quarry  of 
them  opened  for  that  purpofe.   There  is  in  the  hill  of  Wir- 
ran,  a  fpedes  of  rock  of  a  bluifli  colour,  and  of  a  very  fine 
texture,  yztj  like  to  that  of  the  fmall  blue  flates,  from  which 
the  &rmers  quarry  lintels  for  doors  and  windows.     They 
can  have  theie  pieces  almoft  of  any  length  and  breadth  they 
pleafe;  but  as  the  rock  is  at  fome  diftance,  it  is  feldom. 
wrought.     What  is  of  greater  confequence  to  fome  of  the 
farms  <xf  the  parifties  is  a  ve}n  of  clay  or  rock  marl,  which 
runa  from  the  eaft  end  of  Letbnot  to  the  weft  of  Navar,  in 
a  line  nearly  eaft  by  north  to  weft  by  fouth.     This  vein  ex- 
tends beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  parifties.     It  is  found 
OQ  the  lands  of  Balfour  at  the  diftance  of  five  miles  eaft,  and 
it  is  found  a  little  north  of  the  Houfe  of  Fafque,  the  feat  of 
Sir  Alexander  Ramlayi  at  the  diftance  of  feven  miles  from 

this 


4  Siati/lical  Account 

this  place.  A  great  quantity,  no  lels  than  300  dt  00s  t$n* 
loads  are  neceflarj  to  manure  an  acre.  But  when  it  is  pot 
on  in  fufficient  quantity,  it  is  £u- )>referable  to  lime,  itsTir* 
tue  remaining  for  many  years.  It  is  of  diffin-ent  coloon, 
fome  bluifli,  and  fome  purplilh  mixed  with  veins  of  a  cream 
colour.  It  eServefces,  like  limeftone,  with  aqua  fortbi  and 
anfwers  befi  with  thin  dry  land.  However  it  can  be  of  ufe  to 
the  adjoinmg  farms  only,  becaufe  with  refped  to  thofe  at 
the  diftance  of  a  mile  or  two  from  the  pit,  the  expence  and 
labour  would  exceed  the  profit.  It  is  found  at  fix,  ei^t, 
and  in  fome  places  ten  feet  below  the  furface.  It  is  laid  on 
ley  and  fpread  in  fummer,  and  continues  to  incorporate 
'  with  the  furface  during  the  winter-rains  and  froft,  and  die 
field  is  broken  up  in  fpring  for  oats. 

Mineral  Jjf>rin^s.^^There  is  a  great  number  of  mineral 
fprings  within  the  pariihes,  all  of  a  chalybeate  nature ;  fome 
of  them  are  flrong,  and  prove  beneficial  in  compkints  of  die 
flomach  and  gravel.  People  of  the  neighbourhood  frequent- 
ly vifit  them ;  but  there  is  no  refort  to  them  by  perfons  at 
a  diftance,  though' it  is  believed  they  would  prove  as  lain- 
tary  in  fome  complaints  as  the  wells  of  Pananach,  which 
are  in  high  repute. 

Fi/h. — In  moft  of  the  fmall  rivulets,  which  faU  into  the 
Weft-water,  there  is  trout  of  the  common  kind  ;  and  in  the 
Weft-water  itfelf,  there  are  three  fpecies  of  frefli  water 
trout ;  jjlf  Thofe  of  the  common  kind  about  eight  or  nine 
inches  long;  2dfy^  The  yellowilh  trout confiderably  larger  ; 
and  ^dfy^  A  fpecies  of  trout  called  Par,  about  the  fize  of  a 
common  bum  trout,  with  a  fmall  head,  and  fides  beautiful- 
ly clouded.  Befides  the  above  kinds,  there  are  alfo  fea- 
trouts,  which  come  up  from  the  fea  in  May,  from  one  to 
two  pounds  weight.    Hiere  is  likewife  pknty  of  imoats^ 

(93 


of  Leibnot  5 

(as  they  are  commonlj  called)  or  fmeks,  whid^  are  a  flen* 
dcr  dear-ikmned  fpecies  of  troiit  about  eight  or  nine  inch- 
es IcMig :  They  are  fuppoiedbj  fome  to  be  young  fea-trout^ 
but  their  flefli  is  white^  whereas  that  of  the  fea-trout  i^  red* 
difli  mLe  falmon. 

D^«i!»^4.«-On  account  of  our  being  furroutided  by 
high  liilbi  we  are  expofed  to  frequent  and  ftrong  guib  of 
wind,  by  which  the  atmofphere  is  kept  pure  and  healthy. 
The  diftempexs  moft  prevalent  are  infianunatory  and  pleu- 
riiy  feyers,  owing  to  the  frequent  and  fudden  changes  of 
the  weather,  and  to  the  peoples  being  expofed  to  hard  exer- 
aStf  wet  dothesi  and  a  fudden  flopping  of  the  perfpiration. 
There  is  a  diftemper,  called  by  the  country-people  the  leap^ 
i^  a^uif  and  by  pbyficians,  St  Vitus*s  dance^  which  has  pre- 
vailed oocafionally  for  upwards  of  6c  years  in  thefe  parijQies, 
and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  ones.  The  patient  iirft  com* 
plains  of  a  pain  in  the  head,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Vack ;  to  this  fucceed  convulfive  fits,  or  fits  of  dancing  at  cer* 
tain  periods.  This  difeafe  appears  to  be  hereditary  in  fome 
fiimilics.  When  the  fit  of  dancing,  leaping  or  running  fei* 
zet  the  patient,  nothing  tends  more  to  abate  the  violence  of 
the  difeafe,  than  the  allowing  him  free  fcope  to  exercife 
hixnielf  in  this  manner  till  nature  be  exhaufled.  Another 
4ifiemper,  with  which  the  confiitution  of  fome  families  here 
is  tainted,  is  the  fcrofula  or  king's  evil,  owing  very  pro« 
bably  to  cold,  and  to  a  poor  aliment.  But  in  general  the 
climate  feems  favourable  to  longevity.  Within  thefe  laft 
1 6  years,  four  perfons  have  died,  who  were  above  90  ;  one 
of  them  was  106. 

PopuJaium.f^'Dt  Webfler's  flate  of  the  population  about  40 
years  ago  was  635  fouls.  The  number  of  people  has  decreafed 
coofideraUy  within  thefe  laft  ao  years.  In  1777  and  1778,  the 

number 
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number  was  5  j  j^  of  whom  v68  mere  maleSf  287  were  fe- 
males, 65  were  under  fix  years  of  ag«,  99  were  under  10  j«an, 
50  were  Nonjurors,    and  2  were  Bereans.    But  in  1790, 
the  number  was  only  505,  of  which  256  were  males,  249 
were  females,  62  were  under  fix,  and  98  under  ten.   There 
are  at  prefent  fix  tailors,  feven  weavers,  two  imiths,  and 
two  Wrights,  within  the  pariihes.    In  1790,  the  number  of 
Nonjurors,  or  more  properly  now,  £pilcopalians,was  56.  The 
canfe  of  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  people  is,  that  in 
no  lefs  than  fix  cafes,  two  farms  have,  within  tbefe  four-, 
teen  years,  been  joined  into  one.     Befides  the  nnthber  of 
fubtenants  is  alfo  confiderably  diminilhed.     There  were  fix* 
teen  houfes,  then  inhabited  by  fubtenants,  which  roie  now 
ruinous.     In  fome  cafes,  the  pofiefibrs,  hieing  old .  people^ 
died  out  \  and  in  others,  die  farmers  chofe  to  have  their 
plofiefllon  of  land  in  their  own  hand,  becaufe  they  could 
turn  it  to  more  advantage ;  befides  they  wiihed  to  leflen 
the  number  of  their  fubtenants,  becaufe  they  found  it  in- 
convenient to  lead  fiiet  to  them,  and  to  perform  other  fti- 
pulated  fervices.    The  diminifhing  of  the  number  of  fub- 
tenants and  the  uniting  of  farms,  it  is  prefumed,  is  a&  evil 
not  peculiar  to  this  corner.    The  cotife<juence  is,  that  there 
is,  and  has  been  for  fome  time,  a  great  diflScuby  ihprocu-* 
ring  fervants. 
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Births,  Marriages  and  Burials  for  the  lajl  ten  Tears. 


Male 

Fem. 

Mar. 

Bur. 

Births. 

Births. 

In  tbe  year  1781 

9 

5 

5 

II 

178a 

10 

5 

6 

9 

1783 

9 

6 

10 

7 

«78.4 

9 

4 

4 

9 

1785 

9 

6 

2 

6 

1786 

6 

9 

7 

12 

^787 

5 

4 

7 

7 

1788 

II 

6 

3 

8 

1789 

3 

5 

5 

7 

X790 

8 

6. 

8 

12 

Smns 

79 

56 

57 

88 

Yearly  average 

7A 

sA 

5t% 

8A 

In  die  year  1778,  there  were  119  inhabited  houfes ;  but 
in  1790,  the  number  was  only  103.  The  number  of  mar- 
ried perfons  or  cooples  in  1778,  was  85;  in  1790,  the 
number  was  74.  There  were  15  bachelors,  widowers  in- 
cbded,  keeping  houfes  by  themfelves,  and  for  the  moft  part 
old  men,  in  the  year  1778.  The  number  of  perfons  of  the 
£une  deicription  in  the  year  1790  was  13.  As  to  the  num- 
ber of  diildren  produced  by  marriages,  there  are  many  in- 
fiances  here,  when  young  people  marry,  and  are  in  eafy 
drcamflanoes,  of  th^ir  having  eight  children  ;  many  where 
there  are  ten  children,  and  fome  where  there  are  thirteen. 
Bat  when  people  advanced  in  life  marry^  the  number  of 
diiUren  is  two  4>r  three,  and  fometimes  none.  Many  of  our 
yoong  people  remove  from  the  pariihes,  but  not  for  want 
of  employmeiit.  They  get  higher  wages  to  the  fouthward, 
tad,  iboie  remove  far  the  fake  of  learning,  a  particular  trade 


or 


8  StatiJHcal  Acctmni 

or  art,  as  their  genius  leads  them.  None  have  periihed 
from  want,  fince  the  end  .of  the  laft  century,  when  there 
were  feven  years  of  general  fcarcity,  and  when  fome  per- 
fons  Were  found  dead  with  cabbage,  kail-roots,  lie.  in  their 
mouths. 

5^f^^...The  number  of  iheep  is  about  6770,  of  lambs 
1256.  But  as  a  great  number  of  lambs  perifli  through  the 
weakneis  of  the  ewes,  owing  to  fevere  winters  and  fprings, 
there  are  brought  annually  from  the  fouthem  counties  about 
678,  part  of  them  lambs,  but  for  the  moft  part  year-olds, 
becaufe  thefe  lait  (land  the  winter  better.  Hence  the  an- 
nual increafe  arifing  from  lambs  produced  at  home,  and 
from  thofe  brought  from  the  fouth;  is  about  1934.  But  of 
thefe  generally  one  third  is  deflroyed,  before  they  come  to 
full  maturity,  fome  by  foxes,  fome  by  frvere  winters  and 
fprings,  fome  are  amiffing,  and  many  are  cut  oflf  by  a  di£. 
eafe,  which  is  here  called  the  Braxes.  Hence  it  happens, 
that  the  fale  of  old  fheep  annually  amounts  only  to  a-3ds  of 
19349  ^^  1^  1289.  The  fouth  country,  or  what  is  here 
called  the  Yarrow  brood,  are  of  a  larger  fize  than  the  na- 
tive kind,  and  bring  a  higher  price  from  the  butcher ;  but 
their  wool  is  much  coarfer.  There  is  now  fuch  a  mixture 
of  the  two  breeds,  that  hardly  any  of  the  native  kind  are 
to  be  found  pure.  The  wool  of  the  native  kind,  ieveral 
years  ago*  ufed  to  fell  at  i  s.  3  A.  per  lb.,  and  at  prefisnt  it 
eafily  brings  that  price,  when  pure  \  while  that  of  the  Yar- 
row breed  brings  only  lod.  oriid.  The  pound  con- 
fifls  of  ^4  ounces  Englifli.  Many  of  our  fisurmers  begin  to 
think  that  they  would  have  aded  more  wifely,  had  they  en- 
couraged their  own  native  breed  :  for  they  find,  in  thejlr/l 
place,  that  the  Yarrow  breed  requires  much  more  pafture ; 
^dfyf  That  they  do  tiot  ftand  the  winter  fo  well ;  and,  sdfy, 
Tbat  their  wool  is  of  a  much  coaxfer  quality.    A  wedder 
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of  the  nadve  breed  when  fiill  grown;  fells  at  ios.,6.d*  or 
IIS.  and  the  Yarrow  kind  .brings  14  or  15  s.  It  is  obfer- 
ved  here,  that  the  nature  of  the  iheep's  pafture  greatlj  af- 
feds  the  wool.  A  &rm  where  there  is  much  wet  marjQiy 
ground,  and  that  rough  kind  of  grais  which  grows  on  f uch 
ground,  always  produces  coarfe  wool* 

The  fineft  wool  is  produced,  where  the  fiieephave  young 
tender  heath,  and  (hort  fweet  grais  to  feed  upon.   ^  . 

The  difeafe  formerly  mentioned  under  the    name  of 
SraxiSf  in  this  place,  proves  fatal  to  many  of.  the  young 
iheep.    It  kites  them  towards  the  end  of  harveft,' when 
they  are  in  beft  condition,  and  the  moft  thriving  are  cut  off 
by  it.    When  their  bodies  are  opened,  the  blood  is  found 
extravafated  in  their  bowels,  and  in  a  putrid  ftate.     It  sip- 
pears  to  be  infedious ;  for  when  the  difeafe  begins,  num- 
bers perifh,  and  they  are  cut  off  by  a  ihort  illnels.  No  me- 
thod is  found  fo  effedual  for  flopping  the  progre(s  of  the 
malady,  as  removing  the  iheep  to  a  paibire  at  fome  diflance. 
When  the  young  iheep  are  carried  to  a  diftant  paftuce,  it 
is  feme  time  before  they  become  acquainted  with  it,  fo  that 
for  a  few  days  at  leail,   they  muil  be  but  half-fed.     This  - 
confideration  induced  an  ingenious  man  in  a  neighbouring ' 
pariih,  to  confine  his  young  iheep  a  good  part  of  every  day 
within  their  pens,  at  the  time  when  the  Braxes  began  to 
make  its  appearance,  that  they  might  be  prevented  &am  ; 
nlling  their  ftomachs,  when  attacked  by  it,  and  this  precau- 
tion had  the  deiired  ef&ft  in  faving  their  lives.     There 
&re  others  who  fay,  that  they  have  tried  this  precaution 
without  focceis. 

Horfij  andbiack  cattle. — ^The  number  of  horfes- within 
thepariihes  is  147  :  many  of  them  arc  of  a  fmall  iizc,  only 
a  liole  larger  than  the  Shetland  breed.  The  number  of 
black  cattle  is  6oz.    The  number  of  calves  reared  annually  i 
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h  about  i3a;r   but  befidtai  th^fe,  ffaere  acre  bciwecB  two 
aad  three  dozen  fed  for  the  botcher. 

H^riton^farmsj  E/r.-nTbe  heritors  of  Navar  aad  Leth- 
aot,  are  three  in  xuimber,  none  of  whom  refide.   The  valu- 
ed rent  is  L.  1031 :  13  1 9  Scots :   llie  real  rent  is  about 
L.  410.  Slerfiog.    The  pr^rietor  of  the  greatefl  eftate  g^ve 
leafes  (a  little  sifter  1 760)  to  all  the  tenants  in.  the  lower  part 
of  th<f  'porifiiei  for  twa  nineteen  jefurs  and  a  life ;  and  for 
att«  fllneteen  and  a  life,  to  thofe  in  the  upper  or  more  hillj 
pfart  of- the  eftate,  obliging  the  tenants  to  carrj  on  certain 
piec^fref  impirovement  Reified  in  their  leafes.  They  became 
obliged  to  boild  fubfiandal  houfea  on  their  refpedive  farms, 
to  intlofe  a  certun  portion  of  the  farm,  to  bring  in  and  im- 
prove baulks,  and  fuch  pieces  of  wafte  ground  as  were  fie 
for  improvefnenty  and  to  plant  an  acre,  or  half  an  acre,  ac- 
cording to  the  fize  of  the  farm,  of  joung  trees  in  fome 
convenient  {dace,  and  to  keep  a  fuiEcicnt  fence  around  them 
tiU  grown  4Dp,    Some  of  the  tenants  have  completely  ful* 
filled  thefe  ftipulations.    All  the  farms  are  fet  upon  mode* 
rate  terras,  fome  at  7  ^.ptr  aere»  fome  at  58.  and  fome  as 
low  as  2  s«  4  d.     Their  fizje  is  very  various ;  fome  confift  of 
30  acres,  fome  of  5c,  fome  of  80  ;  there  is  one  of  100  acres» 
and  another  of  x6o.      The  rent  of  thofe  farms  which  lie 
inth6^1ow6r  part  of  the  pariflies,  is  made  to  rife  at  the  end 
of  every  nineteen  years  of  the  leafe.  Thus  the  farm  of  x6o 
acres,  whieh  '^aid  L.  33^  for  the  firft  nineteen,  pays  now 
yearly- during  the  cmrenoy  of  the.  fecond  nineteen  L.  39, 
and  is  bound  to  pay  for  the  firft  nineteen  of  the  life  L.  45. 
All  the  tenants  have  already  increafed  the  value  of  their 
farms  very  cohfidend>ly  by  improvements,  and  by  bring- 
in  j|(  wafle  ground  into  cultivation  :  But  there  is  ftiU  a  good-  • 
deal  of  wafte  ground  on  moft  of  the  farms,  which  will  r^^ 
qui#e  the  iiiduftry  of  xoikj  yeaci.ful];)r.  to  in^>rove«     Moft 
of  &e  larger  farms  confift  of  what  was  fisrmerly  tw^  fiucms. 
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jtgricuttartJ^'The  namber  ^4>f  acres  araliI«r'tQa^iieiefli- 
mated  at  1200.^  Of  %hefe  about  400  are  alldtc^  to  ^^ixs^ 
200  for  Chefter  bear,  50  for  peafe,  about  an  eqw}:  number 
for  turnips,  potatoes  and  cabbagcf  ^  all  the  r^  li^  in  gtaft, 
about  144  acres  being  fown  vAth  red  clovef ,  •  tx^iite  dovit^ 
and  rye-grafe.  llie  number  of  pkMi^bs  is  a8 ;  Wr  sibuut  jo 
or  40  jears  ago,  the  number  was  upwards  of  40.  The  eaufe 
of  the  decreafe  is/  tiiat  in  many  inftancett,  two  fa^m^Havc 
been  joined  into  one  ^nce'that  period,  afidbefides,  in  the  bil- 
Ij  part  of  the  parifiies,  feveral  farms  which  were  formerlj  in 
coldvation,  are  at  prefent  lying  in  grafs,  and  meant  to  be  kept 
in  that  ftate,  as  paftufe  for  cattle  and  Oieep.  Twenty-eight 
ploughs,  indeed;  are  more  than  fefficient  for  al^tlil^iajbour; 
tho*  on  the  larger  &rms  there  is  -work  enou  j^  fiif  the  ploughs 
employed.  On  a  fmall  farm  of  iS^or  ao  acre^,  '^zre  plough 
of  four  finall  horfes  is  more  tbkn'  enough ;  ferthat  lhe~  unit- 
ing of  (mall  farms,  which  He  contiguous^  may  be  fometimes 
confidered  as  a  wiie  plan,  and  ^ 'tendiftg  to  the  advanta^ 
of  the  country,  at  leaft  in  refpeft  6f  ^e  landtelk-d.  - :  -  ^     ' 

Within  thefe  laft  30  years,  dieoit  of'  fanUti^  'is  greatly 
improved  in  this  place.  It  is  only  about  2^  yea^'  igo,  that 
die  &rmeRS  begati  to  clean>  their  Iftl^  by  Ifo^big  ttlrtiip;  and 
to  fow  grals  feeds.  Since  that  period  Ihefe  has  'been  a  great 
fpirit  of  induftry  and  improteinent;  As'fimrt  awfWeift  well 
with  their  land,  they  have  been  in  the  practice  Ibf^  ftv'enJ 
years  of  brining  it  from  a  great  dMlance.  ifiome^ofi  them 
bring  it  at  leaft  12  ftatute'tniftfs.  Hence  4^  (juatitity  of 
grain  produced  at  prefent  is  i^r  greater  than  what  w«is  pro* 
dnced  30  years  a^o.  At  pref^f  "die  pariflied  ^au^fpai^e*  aa-^ 
nually,  at  an  average,  about  500  bolls,  part  in  oats  and  oat- 
meal ;  biit  the  greateft  part^  blear  ifl  grain,  Which  £5  carried 
to  firechiii  and  Montrofi^i  "Th^'lnsgitlnfing  of  our  f<edJtixtfe 
here  is  very  viribus,  bwittg^6'*i!h'e  fpring  fiiow  lyihg-lbh^ 
near  die  bottom  of  the  hills.  Generally  we  begin  to  fow  oats 
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5^800/.— ^There  are  two  fchools  witbln  tbe  pariflies ;  the 
eftabliihed  fchool,  and  another  founded  on  private  donation. 
The  pariih  fchoolmafter's  living  confifts  of  100  merks  Scots, 
paid  by  the  heritors  and  tenants,  fees  for  bapti&ns,  marria- 
g<»s,  apd  fghool-feeSy  and  may'be  eflimated  at  L.  1 1  or  L.  12. 
'For  a  few  months  in  winter,  the  number  of  fcholars  is 
jbmetiines  above  40,  but  through  the  fpring  and  fummeri 
only  about  a  dozen  attend  the  fchool.  Reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic,  arc  the  only  branches  taught.  The  other 
fchool,  which  is  fixed  on  the  Well-water  about  four  com- 
puted miles  from  tbe  former,  is  kept  only  during  the  win- 
ter half-j  earl  This  fchool  was  firft  erefted  about  1750,  and 
a  fiind  of  ^00  merks  Scots,  appointed  for  fupporting  a  teadi* 
er,  wtiich  fund,  about  two  jears  ago,  received  an  addidoo 
of  I/..  20  Sterling. 

Vopr. — :Our  number  of  poor  at  prefent  is  eight.     They 

are  fupplied  bj  our  Sabbath-coUe^ons,   and  the  intereft  of 

a  fund  of  L.  460,  a  provifion  abundantlj  fufficient  to  anfwer 

all  reafonable  demands.     OUr  weekly  collections  have  been 

continuing  to  rife  gradually  for  fome  years.     Our  funds 

.being  fo  coufiderable,  we  judged  it  improper  to  apply  £ar 

.any  of  the  Government's  bounty  in  1783.    About    50 

years  ago,  it  was  common  for  upwards  6f  20  young  people 

belonging  to  the  pariflies  to  go  "a-begging  in  the  winter- 

(ea(on  for  Vaut  of  etpployment   and  fupport ;;  whereas   at 

.,prcfent  Uie  farmers  find  it  very  diflScult  to  procure  either 

at  liomc,  or  from  a  diftance,   a  fuflSciency  of  young  people 

tp  ferve  them.     There  is  not  a  perfon  betenging  to  thefe 

Mriflics  permitted  at  prefent  tb  go  a-begging. 

Prices. — The  pripc  of  .an  ox,  40  or  50  years  ago,  was 
L.  2,  10;  fuch  an  ox  would  npw  fell  at  L.  6,  15.  An 
ol4^we  fold  formerly  at  is.  zd.  \  fuch  w'eW^'w^d«ow 
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fell  at  4s.  6dw  or  js.    A  gooiS  wedder  fold  formerly  at 

3  s.  6d.  or  48« ;  fiub  a  weddetwonld  now  give  its.    Mnu 
toB  and  beef  &ld  formerljr  at  id» per  lb. ;  it  sow  fells  tt 

4  d.    Sheep  were  fbrmerfy  cotted  or  lodged  in  a  hoofe  fum« 
mer  and  winter^  a  mode  of  treatment  much  againfi  .their 
profperitj.     Cattle  were  fotteerly  £ed  on  bear-chaff  and 
bear-ibag,  by  wbach  k  meant  the  refiife  of  the  bear  which 
did  not  ftand  the  wiad  ;  at  preient  thej  are  fed  on  turnips, 
baj  and  fbeaves  of  fhort  oats.    A  good  hen  fdd  formerly 
at  4d.;  fuch  a  h«n  would  at  preient  bring  lod.    Bntter 
fold  formerly  at  4d./^lb. ;  it  now  brings  9  d.      The 
pound  here  is  22  OK.  AmAcrdamt  or  24  oa«  Englifh.    A 
flonc  of  cheefe  weighing  22  lb.  Amfierdam^  or  24  lb. 
Knglifli»  fold  formerly  at  58. ;  it  now  brings  ^s.  and  59. 6d« 
A  boll  of  odits  witii  fodder  fold  formerly  at-  tis.  i^d. ; 
it  now  feUa  at  i  j  a.     A  boll  of  bear  in  grain  fold  formerly 
at  78. ;  it  now  felb  at  136.    A  boU  of  oat  meal  fold  for- 
merly at  8  s.  4  d. ;  (during  the  yetos  of  fcarcity  indeed,  in 
the  end  of  the  laft  century ,.  meal  fold  at  20  d.  per  peck ;) 
a  boll  rf  oat  meal  fells  now  at  13  d.  4d.     Our  boU  k 
8  fione  Amilerdam* 

IVnges,  Wr.-4- A  labouring  man's  wages  per  day  about 
40  years  ago,  were  2  d.  and  Ins  meat ;  his  wages  at  prefent 
are  6  d.  and  his  meat.  The  ws^es  of  a  hireman,  that  is, 
a  mnn-fervant  hired  for  the  half  year,  capable  to  hold  the 
pkmgh,  and  work  with  horfes,  were  formerly  16^.  8  d. ; 
filch  a  man'*  wages  now  are  L.  3,  or  L.  3,  10  s.  A  maid* 
ferrant's  wages  formerly  were,  for  the  fummer  half  year, 
10  s.  with  bounties,  by  which  is  meant,  an  ell  of  linen,  an 
apron  and  a  fliirt :  Her  wages  for  the^  winter  half  year 
were  5  s.  with,  finne  bounties ;  the  reafon  why  hef  wages 
were  Jugher  in  fummer,  was^  beosde  ihe  reaped  hi  harreft  j  ' 
a  maid^forvanfft  wAges  at  ptofcnt,  for  thg  fummer  half  year, 
•   -  are 
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are  L.  i,  5  8.  with  bounties  ofan  ell  ofliiieii,apro&  and  fhirt« 
beiideSy  ihe  alfo  fiipuktea  for  a  week  to  herfelf,  during 
which  flie  goes  to  her  parents  hau&  and  works  £ar  heifel^ 
and  is  allowed  a  peck  of  meal  for  maitatenanoe  during  that 
week.  Her  wages  for  die  winter  half  year  are  L.  x,  with 
fame  bounties,  week  and  meal.  A  tailor's  wages  fonaerlj 
were  2  d.  and  meat ;  they  are  now  6d.  and  meat.  A  wea- 
ver formerly  charged  at  the  rate  of  i  d.  per  ell,  for  wea- 
ving cloth  of  a  certain  fpecies  \  he  now  charges  3  d.  per  ell 
for  fimilar  cloth.  A  pair  of  coarfe  fhoes  formerly  cdi  x  s. ; 
foch  kind  of  (hoes  now  fell  at  3  s. 

In  this  place,  the  conmion  labourers,  when  married, 
have  a  Imall  fettlement  from  a  former,  of  about  one  and 
an  half,  or  two  acres,  fuflicient  to  maintain  two  cows  and 
24  iheep ;  the  former  does  all  neceflary  work  for  the  land, 
in  way  of  tillingyharrowing,  leading  home  the  corns,  and 
bringing  a  certain  quantity  of  fiiel  from  the  hills*  The 
fubtenant  is  always  bound  to  fierve  the  farmer  in  harveft, 
and  in  the  winter  half  year.  The  encouragement  given  him, 
upon  the  whole,  is  fuch  as  may  enable  him  to  bring  up  a 
faonily  without  afliflance  from  the  poors  funds.  Though  he 
have  a  riling  family  of  fix  children,  the  elded  under  twelve, 
it  would  be  thought  ftrange  here,  while  he,  his  wife  and 
children  were  well,  if  he  (hould  defore  any  fopply.  When 
the  fcheme  of  the  fituation  of  the  labouring  poor  in  £ng. 
land  is  coniidered,  there  occurs  only  one  cafe  in  which  a 
fupply  would  be  judged  neceflary  here.  The  cafo  is  where 
the  woman  is  deferted  by  her  hufband,  and  left  with  fix 
children,  four  of  them  being  too  young  to  earn  any  thing : 
It  is  to  be  obferved  that  children  in  this  place  become  ufe- 
fill  at  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  :  During  fummer  they  are 
employed  as  herds  by  fubtenants.  Thus  their  parents  are 
freed  from  the  chai^ge  of  their  maintenance ;  befides  diey 
get  a  fmall  fee  of  about  5  s.  2t  is  to  be  obferved  alfo»  that  a 

woman'^i 
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woOian'^  work  in  this  country  turns  to  more  account  than 
it  appears  to  do  in  England,  and  onr  mode  of  living  is  Ids 
ezpenfive.  Such  a  woman  as  is  mentioned  in  the  above  cafe, 
could  gain,  in  this  country,  in  the  way  of  Ipinning,  about 
l8d.  9- week,  atod  manage  her  family-concerns.  The 
youi^  ^Is  in  this  country,  by  the  time  they  are  13 
or  14  yean  6M,  can  fpin  5  oc  6  hafps  of  yarn  in  the 
week:  A  womaa  that  has  nothing  to  interrupt  her, 
^ms  aboBt  ka  hafps;  the  price  for  fpinning  a  hafp  is 
3  d.  Foot  peopk  here,  inficad  of  tea,  fugar  and  butter, 
five  commonly  on  pottage  and  milk.  It  is  only  old,  in- 
firm or  diieafed  people,  who  are  unable  to  work,  and  the 
ccdinary  poor,  who  receive  fupport  from  the  pooiB  funds. 
As  for  tradeiineti  and  artifans,  they  have  fmall  fet- 
tiements  from  the  fietrmers,  of  about  2.  acres  each :  The j 
are  generally  bound  to  reap  in  harveft,  and  for  fome 
days  work  in  the  bofieft  time  of  fummer.  Upon  the  whole, 
by  the  accommodation  o£  their  fmall  fettlements,  and  the 
profits  of  their  occupations,  they  are  enabled  to  live  com- 
fortably, and. to  bring  up  fitmilics.  The  lower  cla/s  of  peor 
pie  here,  as  well  as  thofe  above  them,  are,  in  general,  fober, 
indnilrious  and  frugal;,  and  but  few  of  them  fail  in  early 
lifi;  to  make  provifion  for  the  infirmities  of  Qld.ag^. 

Jniifttitui,  iTc^^Tht  remains  of  whatis  fuppofed  to  have 
been  a  Druidical  temple,  ftill  appear  near  the  bottom  of 
the  hill  of  Wirran  in  Lethnot,  and  it  is  faid  that  there 
were  formerly  to  be  feen,  the  remains  of  other  two  in  Na-r 
w.  Though  at  prefent  there  is  but  very  little  wood  in 
the  pariihcs,  it  is  plain  that  there  muft  have  been  a  good 
deal  long  ago,  becaufe  in  many  places  where  peau 
•VoL,.IV*  C  aro 
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are  found,  large   trunks  of  black  oak  are  alfo   diic»- 
vered. 

Eminent  Pff^^fw-— Among  thofc  worthy  of  being  men* 
tionedy  James  Black  deferves  a  place.  This  man,  bom  ta 
16771  though  his  ftation  was  originaUy  mean,  raifed  him- 
felf  by  hb  prudence  and  induftry,  and  did  more  fervice 
to  his  country  than  many  of  high  rank  and  opulent 
fortunes.  During  his  life  he  procured  the  building  of 
the  Gannachy  bridge  <m  the  North  Eik,  and  contributed 
almoft  all  the  money  that  was  neceffary  for  that  purpole; 
a  bridge  which  at  this  day  could  not  be  built  for  leis  thaa 
L.  160 ;  and  at  his  death  he  left  50  merks  Scots  as  a  fimd 
for  its  fupport,  befides  1000  merks,  for  other  uieful  and 
pious  purpofes,  vi%.  300  merks  towards  building  a  bridge 
at  Balrownie,  on  the  road  that  leads  from  this  place  to  Bre- 
chin ;  as  alfo  aoo  merks  for  the  If  oar  in  the  parifli  of  Fet« 
tercaim,  and  500  merks  for  fupporting  a  fchool  in  the 
Weit-water,  which  has  been  already  mentioned.  On  hia 
tomb-ftone  the  following  infcription  is  engraved. 

No  bridge  on  earth  can  be  a  pals  to  heaven^ 
To  generous  deeds  let  yet  due  praife  be  given. 

Fuel — ^The  general  fuel  of  the  pariihes  b  turf,  peat  and 
heath.  The  providing  of  fuel  here,  is  a  work  of 
great  ezpence  and  labour,  on  account  of  the  fieepnelk 
of  the  hiUs,  and  the  diftance  of  the  mofly  ground. '  Ma* 
ny  of  the  farmers,  and  many  alfo  of  the  fubtenants  find 
it  expedient  to  bring  yearly  a  few  coals  fix)m  the  port  of 
Montrofe,  diftant  xo  computed  miles,  which  may  be  rec«- 
koned  equal  to  15  flatute  miles.    The  boll  there,  weigh* 

ing 
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ing  70  ft<me  Amiteldtoi,  coft^  iibdiit  8s.  On  iieeimiit  of 
the  higb  cuftom-boafe  duty  at  Montrofei  our  people  ^o 
fometiifoes  to  Arbroath,  whieh  is  &t  le&ll  4  itatute  miles 
farther  diftant,  Where  the  coals  are  fold  from  i8d.  to  is. 
cheaper  the  boll.  It  b  forely  partial,  and  thei^fore  im- 
pdlitit,  to  make  the  duty  on  coals  higher  at  Mimtrofe 
than  91  Arbrdath. 

Hoods  ahi  Briiges.^^Th^  twAs  within  the  p^lhes,  though 
greaUy  improved  Within  thefe  laft  10  years,  are  (till  bnt 
indiierent.  The  people  are  trery  fenfible  of  the  advantage 
of  good  roads ;  this  indeed  majr  lie  nlwic^  etpeCted  to  be 
the  crfe.  Where  a  IjHrit  of  ittdoftry  and  improveiiient  pre- 
▼ails,  "the  fltttiite>laboar  k  exaAed  Imd  allotted  to  roadi 
Tfithia  the  parifliea,  and  ibinetimes  to  that  great  road  with^ 
oitt  the  parxAes,  Which  leads  to  Brechin.  There  kre  flo 
tnmpUie  roads  within  the  parifliefl.  There  are  no  kfii  than 
7  bridges  Within  At  pariih^^^  i  of  them  of  about  |o  feet 
fpan  each.     There  does  not  feem  taif  occaficm  fer  mbre* 

SSJceOamious  Obfervaiions,i^F^Wixhin  thefe  laft  50  years, 
a  great  alteration  has  taken  place  in  tlie  manners,  drels,  and 
way  of  living  of  the  people  in  this  place.  About  50  or  60 
years  ago,  there  was  neither  ^  fpinning  wheeL-nor  a  reel 
within  the  pariihes.  The  sock  and  the  fpindle  were  then 
ufied,  by  which  aw  oman  could  fpin  at  an  average  only  3I- 
hiers  in  the  day.  They  ufed  then  alfo,  what  was  called 
the  hand-reel,  a  machine  equally  flow  fen*  work.  A  woman 
can  with  as  much  eafe  at  this  day,  fpin  1  a  hiers^  as  a  woman 
could  have  fpun  3f  hiers  then.  A  hier  is  240  threads,  or 
rounds  of  the  reel,  each  of  them  91  inches  long.  About 
50  years  ago,  neither  buckles  were  ufed  for  fhoes,  nor  metal 
buttons  £ar  dotbes.  There  werp  then  very  few  carts  with- 
in 
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in  tiie  pa|iiliC9*  Loads  were  tbenotfried  on  horfeback, 
prior  to  the  I74j»  there  was  not  a  teauketUe  within  the 
pariihes,  except  the  minifter'a  \  now  there  is  not  a  fiirm- 
boufe  without  one>  s^d  feveral  of  the  fubtenahts  uie 
the  fame  piece  of  fiumiture.  Fofiuerly  there  was  little 
))eef  or  mutton  i^fed.  Even  a  fiumer's  family  thought 
themfelves  fufficiently  provided  in  fleili-meat  with  one 
old  ewe  killed  about  Chriftmas.  For  fach  a  famHj  at  pre- 
fen(  i6  fione  of  beef,  and  %  good  Iheep  are  confidered 
as  a  moderate  proviiion.  About  ao  yean  ago,  neither 
bam  nor  mill  fiumers  for  cleaning  viftual  were  to  be 
ieen ;  at  prefent  each  of  the  three  mills  has  a  fet  of  fan- 
nersy  and  there  are  but  very  few  ^rn^en,  whole  bams  are 
not  fumiihed  with  the  fame  ufeliil  niachine.  There  has 
alfo  been  within  thefe  4  or  5  years,  a  barley-mill  erec- 
ted, much  to  the  convenience  of  the  neighbourhood.  For- 
merly the  people,  efpecially  fuch  as  iver^.  wealtby>  lived 
frequently  in  fear  left  their  houfes  (hould  be  broken,  and 
their  property  plundered ;  at  prelent  they  live  fp  fecure  ii^ 
fome  places,  that,  as  is  (aid,  they  are  (eldom  at  the  pains  to 
bolt  the  door  unde^  ni^t. 
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NUMBER    IL 
PARISH  OF   DUNBARTON. 

(GOUNTY  OF    DUNBARTON.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  James  Oliphant. 


Name^  Situation,  Soil,  lie. 

rPHE  ancient  name  of  the  parifli  was  Dun  iritton,  a  Cfaelic 
compound,  fignifying  "  the  fortification  of  the  Bri- 
^  tons;''  whence  it  appears  that  the  calUe  has  given  name 
to  the  parifli.  This  cafUe,  fituated  on  a  moft  remarkable 
bitopped  infulated  rockj  hill,  at  the  junflion  of  the  Cljde 
and  LeveOy  is  too  well  known  to  be  particularlj  mentioned 
here.  The  pari(h  lies  in  the  county  of  Dunbarton,  is  the 
feat  of  a  prefbytery,  and  belongs  to  the  Syhod  of  Glafgow 
and  Ayr.  The  form  is  nearly  circular,  extending  in  length 
from  2  to  3  milesi  and  in  breadth  from  x  to  2.  Great 
part  of  the  parifli  is  flat,  the  remainder  afi:ends  gradual- 
ly to  the  neighbouring  hills,  with  a  fouthern  expofiire.  The 
parifli  is  bounded  by  the  frith  of  Clyde  on  the  fouth,  the 
water  of  Le ven  an4  parifli  of  Cardroi^  on  the  weft,  the  parifli 
of  Bonhill  on  the  north,  and  that  of.  Weft  Kilpatrick  on 
the^aft. 

Soi/,  lie,— The  foil  is  fertile,  but  rather  fliallow.  The  air 
ialubrious,  excepting  at  times  when  a  heavy  fog  rifes  from 
and  hovers  over  the  Clyde  and  Leven.  Fevers  prevail  very 
^uch.  Many  die  of  confumptions,  and  the  natural  fmall 
^  13  veiy  mortal.  The  fpreading  and  mortality  of  thefe 
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difeafes  are  to  be  attribated  to  iU-aired  and  crowded  low 
houfesy  and  to  an  over  anxiety  fi>r  confiant  prayers  over 
tbedileafed. 

Rhers  andJiJb,r^TYit  Leven  is  navigable  by  coafting  vet 
feb  above  ^t  town  of  Donbattoh ;  fo  fiit  i^  the  tides  rife* 
Sabnon  and  trout  are  taken  in  large  quantities.  The  former 
frequently  fells  fo  high  as  x  s.  6  i.per  lb.  tron,  on  the  fpot, 
ield(xn  £dls  below  6  cl,  and  never  below  4  i.  Through  the 
whole  fpring  fieafon,  the  Leven  falmon  is  excellent,  but  the 
Clyde  is  not  fiflied  before  Whitliinday.  Trout  generaUy 
fells  at  4  d./tfr  pound.  Very  large  eds,  and  a  large  fpe- 
cics  of  flounder,  are  often  caught  by  the  falmon-fifliers. 
A  fpedes  of  iea  animals,  xnofi  deftruAive  of  the  iaU 
moo,  are  almoft  every  fummer  feafon  found  in  num- 
bers, playing  in  the  Clyde  off  the  caftle ;  they  go  up  fome- 
times  two  miles  higher,  but  generally  keep  lower  down. 
Thefe  are  called  buckets,  pellocks,  or  porpoiles.  The  (al- 
moo  filhery  employs  x6  men. 

Po/cr£tf/oir.— •According  to  the  retilrns  made  from  hence 
to  Dr  Webfier  about  1750,  thk  parifli  then  contained  1427 
fouls.  In  1790,  the  number  of  examinable  p^rfons  above 
fix  years  of  age  was  found  to  aoMOunt  to  about  2000 
(103  above  70  years  of  age,  and  two  near  xoo,)  of  whom 
1850  refided.  in  the  town  of  Dipbarton,  and  X53  in  the 
country  part  of  the  parilh.  In  that  year  86  were  baptifed, 
58  were  buried,  and  30  couples  married.  From  the  regi- 
fters,  it  appears,  that  in  1644,  44  died ;  in  1654, 33,  in 
X664,  41:  In  1690,73  were  baptifed,  50  died,  and  i% 
couples  were  married.  The  increafe  of  population  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  eftablifliment  of  gkfs-works  in  the  town, 
and  of  printfields  in  the  neighbourhood.  AlmoA  the  whole 
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•f  the  iababilMts  art  «f  tU  «fl»Uiil>ed  ehiudi,  there  not 
bewg  »b»v«  half  a  dosen  Hwedm  in  the  paiifli. 

itmtfmlhtet^Th^  minifler's  dmghten  mann&aure 
aoBS  Uu««d  to  a  g»»t  extent.  Tbereis  in  the  town  a  con- 
iidenbk  crom  aad  bottle  glafi  manuftaoij,  which  em. 
plojs  130  bands,  and  pays  L.  j,8oo  /rr  annum,  of  dntiea  to 
GownnneBt  The  extenfire  print«eld$  in  the  neighboiir 
ingpariihes  employ  about  86  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Dnabactoa. 

Wsr/)*«««rto».~Thi,town  wasereftedintoarowl 
burgh  by  K»g  Alexander  the II.  in  „„ ;  «  Ue,  o^ie 

«ft  tank  of  the  Leven,  has  a  good  harbour,  where  large 
bngsheiii&ujanweathei,.  About  aooo  tons  of  fluppi^ 
belong  to  Ai,  place,  which  employ  70  feamen.  He  town 
«  ent«ely  fiee  ofaUimpofts  orbo««gh  taxes;  but  is  byn! 
moan,  m  a  flouriflung  or  inpreafing  ftate,  owing  to  the  fct- 
ter.  of  d««»ry  preventing  ftrangen  from  working  at  their 
tnwles.wtthoutcoftly  entries.  Several  fiunilies  haferZ^ 
^ftomDunbartonto  Renlon.  Bonhill,  and  other  new* 
villages,  to  be  nearer  the  printfieUs  where  they  are  em 

Sr^'^r^rr^''^*  handy^taftfinen.  freemen  o^ 
Ae  burgh,  befide.  the  mdiers  of  the  tailor,  hammennan. 
moemaker,  weaver,  and  cooper  trades. 

40  of  whom  xefide  i  21  fanners,  befides  fevend  fmauTr 
^  i^"  •»«'<licraftfinen,  78  apprentice,  and  journ^: 
««^ftudents  of  divinUy,  .  miniHer,  7  a«omi4  Z'] 

P«A»««,,  Wc-The  produaions  of  this  pariih  are 
Wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  a  litUe  flax;  perhaps  one  tWrd"f 
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the  groimd  may  be  in  fewn  grais  and  paftnre,  about  i^ 
acres  in  growing  woods  and  planting,  and  there  may  be 
aoo  acres  of  commonty  belonging  to  the  town,  to  which 
the  burgeiTes  may  fend  their  cows  or  horfiea  for  about  7  s. 
a  year.  The  parilh  does  not  fupply  the  tenth  part  of  the 
provifions  confumed  in  it.  Great  quantities  of  eom,  meal 
and  butter,  are  imported  from  Ireland,  and  of  cheefe  from 
Ayrihire.  Eggs  are  generally  fold  at  4  d.  the  dozen^  bntter 
9d.  the  pound,  beef  6 d*  mutton  6d.  hens  is.  each. 

Wheat  is  fown  in  Oftober,  November,  December,  or 
even  January,  and  reaped  generally  in  Auguft.  Oati  are 
fown  from  the  end  of  March,  to  the  middle  of  April,  and 
reaped  the  end  of  Auguft^  September,  fometimes  not  tiU  the 
beginning  of  Odober.  Barley  is  fown  the  end  of  May,  os 
beginning  of  June,  and  reaped  in  Auguft  or  September. 

|{^ff^.— Hou{e  rent  is  not  low.  The  town's  fifliing  on 
the  Leven  yields  at  prefent  a  rent  of  L.  55,  and  on  the 
Qyde,  of  L.  23  yearly  The  laft  fet  yielded  L.  140  a 
year,  and  thefe  fiOiings  were  once  let  fo  high  as  L.  300 
a^year.  Small  parcels  of  land  are  often  transferred.  A 
piece  of  ground  of  four  acres,  Jately  fold  here,  brought  a 
price  of  L.  47a ;  but  that  was  a  Angular  cafe. 

Fi/f/.— The  fuel  generally  ufed  is  coal,  brought  from 
Glafgow  or  Knigbtswood,  four  miles  below  that  town : 
A  cart  of  coals,  containing  la  cwt.  cofts  3  s.  6d.  ready 
money  at  Glafgow,  pays  i  s.  i^d.  of  freight  and  dues,  for 
deepening  the  Clyde,  and  i  J^d.  cartage  from  the  quay,  total 
4  s.  9-^  d.  Peats  are  dear,  2  s.  the  (ina^  cart,  aod  only  ufed 
for  kindling  the  fire. 

Stipend^  Sjf r. — ^Tlie  right  of  patronage  to  the  church  lies 
in  the  magiflmtcs  and  town-council  \  the  ftipend  is,  xoo 

boUs 
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bolls  of  mealy  10  boUs  of  barlej,  6  ftone  of  &hnon^  and  L.  27 
in  money,  witt  L.  7  in  Ken  of  a  glebe.  There  never  was 
a  legal  manfe  here.  Mr  Wiffiam'  Bkir^  y/9ho  was  minilter 
here  in  1620,  bequeathed  a  boofe  for  the  refidenee  of  ids 
fbccefibrs  in  office  in  all  time  coming,  on  concStion  of  the 
town-cooncil's  upholding  the  fame.  This  houfe  was  after- 
wards exchanged  for  a  better,  and  the  laft  for  one  ftill  more 
fo,  above  L.  150  having  been  given  bj  th^  town  for  the' 
excambions.  The  council  alfb  pay  for  communion-ele« 
ments,  and  for  the  whole  reparations  of  the  miniftet's  honfe, 
and  of  the  fchool.  The  church  and  chuxch-yafd  Walls  are- 
kept  in  repair  by  the  kirk-ieilion. 

Poor. — ^Il)e  number  of  poor  receiving  alms  is  about  70 ; 
the  annual  amount  of  contributions  at  the  church-doors,  for 
their  fnpport,  is  L.  53  or  L.  54  *,  the  hire  of  the  mort-doths 
produces  L.  7  or  L.  8 ;  about  L.  6,  6  s.  are  received  by  the 
publication  of  banns,  and  about  L.  9  from  the  rent  of  feats 
in  the  church.  Befides  thefe,  a  large  fum  was  bequeathed 
b  1660,  by  Sir  John  Buchanan  of  that  ilk,  to  the  poor  of 
the  pariih  :  Several  lofles  from  the  principal  have  been  fiif- 
tained,  but  there  (till  remains  L.  851,  the  intereft  of  v/tdch 
(excepting  L.  10,  paid  to  two  public  fchoolmafiers,)  is  re- 
ligioufly  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor.  Sir  James  Smol- 
let  of  Bonhill  in  1732,  mortified  jo  merks  a-year,  to  be 
diftributed  inunediately  after  the  facrament,  to  fueh  of  the 
poor  as  were  communicants.  The  whole  annual  diftribu- 
dons  amount  to  above  L.  no. 

Prices  of  Laiour, — Common  labourers  receive  is.  a- 
day;  carpenters  is.  8d.;  mafons  fometimes  2s.;  joiners 
Is.  6d. ;  tailors  8  d.  and  viduals  ;  linen-printers  common*^ 
Ij  earn  ai  s.  a- week,  not  including  extra  work ;  many  o£ 
the  glais-houfe  men  25  s.  a-week  i  girls  flowermg  muflin  can 

Vol.  IV.  D  make 


06  Statiftical  Account^  ISc. 

fliake  I  s»  a-daj  and  upwards.  Mak-ferrants  wagea  in  ge« 
Beral  are  high ;  female-fenrants  receive  generallj  30  s.  the 
half  fear,  and  fome  of  them  more»  Common  labourers 
way  bring  up  their  fa  mi  line  om&rtablj,  iTtbej  are  induft- 
aioBS  and  temperate. 

AdvaMagti  omd  DiJaJntrntaga^^-Ax,  is  very  advantageous 
to  the  heritors  and  their  tenants,  that  being  fo  near  a  iea« 
port  town,  thej  have  high  prices,  in  ready  money ,^  for  e- 
vesy  thing  they  raiie,  and  are  employed  with  their  horfes^ 
almoft  as  often  as  they  chufe,  or  can  be  fpared  firom  huf* 
bandry.  There  are  excellent  roads  through  all  the  pariih 
made  by  the  military,  and  no  turnpikes,  except  one  on 
the  way  to  Glafgow.  School  fees  axe  very  low,  fo  that  almoft 
every  pecfon  has  an  opportunity  of  following  any  branch 
of  learning.  Packets  fail  every  day  to  Greenock  and  Port 
Glafgow  \  and  a  ftage-coach  fets  out  three  times  a^week  to 
Glafgow*  The  chief  difadvantage  is  the  high  price  of 
fuel 

MtfceBaneous  Obfervatiom. — The  people  are  very  fond  of 
a  fea-faring  life  *,  many  enlift  in  the  army,  chiefly  in  the 
artillery,  and  in  the  highland  regiments.  The  advantages 
of  fociely  are  enjoyed  \  but  here,  as  in  many  other  pla- 
ces, a  murmuring  fpirit  often  appears*  and  a  difpofition 
to  cenfure  public  meafores.  Many  of  the  people  are 
expf nfive,  eipecially  in  the  article  of  whiiky.  There 
are  three  fiiirs  held  in  this  pariih,  at  which  there  ufed  to  be 
expofed  great  quantities  of  linen-yam  *,  numbers  of  flieep^ 
cows*  horfes,  and  great  herds  of  highland  cattle  are  fiill  fold. 
There  b  plenty  of  free  ftone,  both  of  a  white  and  red  co- 
lour. The  ihore  is  flat  and  £uidy,  not  a  ftone  tc^be  feen  a- 
long  it,  except  fuch  as  have  fallen  from  the  caftle-hill.  The 
common  fea-weed  is  often  ufed  for  manure,  by  the  farmers 
aeareft  to  the  coaft. 
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PARISH   OF  TULLYNESSLE- 

^County  of  Aberdeen.) 

By  iii  Rev.  Mr  Anbhsw  MarshalIm 

'J  ■  'U  ■  II.  I  ■ 

Namff  Situation^  lie* 

TULLTNESSLEy  the  ancient  and  modem  name  of 
the  pariihy  is  evidentlj  derived  £rom  the  Gaelic,  in 
which  langoage  7uUy  fignifies  ''  a  dwelling/'  efik  ^*  upon 
**  a  Hoping  bank/'  correfponding  to  the  local  fituation  of 
tbis  place :  Perhaps,  however,  it  may  have  originally  been 
called  TtvUytCtffet^  that  is,  "  a  dwelling  on  the  bum  of 
'<  Eflet,''  a  finall  ftream  in  the  pariih.  Tullyneisle  lies  in 
the  county  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  and  Preibytery  of 
Alford;  is  about  4  miles  in  length,  and  at  in  breadth ;  being 
bounded  by  the  pariihes  of  Keig,  Alford,  Forbes,  Clatt, 
and  Leflie.  Tlie  appearance  of  the  country  is  hUIy,  or 
rather  mountainous ;  at  leaft  it  is  boimded  by  a  pretty  ex- 
tenfive  chain  of  mountains*  The  foil  in  general  is  a  loam, 
very  capable  of  improvement,  and  the  arable  land  is  com* 
poled  of  gentle  flopes  upon  the  declivity  of  hills,  with  fome 
mteijeded  fiats.  The  hills  are  in  many  places  fiony,  but 
none  of  them  rocky ;  their  foil  is,  for  the  moil  part,  dry 
and  barren,  covered  with  heath.  The  air  is  pure  and 
bealtby^  conleqnently  few  epidemical  difiempers  appear. 
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Rhits.^-Thc  parifli  is  bounded  ott  the  foath  fide  for  a- 
bovc  a  mik  by  the  river  Don,  which  here  is  of  confidera- 
Uc  breadth,  but  (hallow,  with  a  quick  current.  All  die 
neighbouring  ftreams  abound  with  fine  trout,  and  a  good 
many  falmon  are  caught  in  the  Don,  though,  owing  to  the 
erection  of  cruives  near  its  mouth,  they  are  not  fo  plenty 
as  would  otherwife  have  been  die  cafe.  The  parilh  is  very 
partially  ezpofed  to  land  floods.  ^ 

Minerals. — There  is  abundance  of  very  good  moorfione, 
which  dreffes  remarkably  well  for  building;  there  arc 
quarries  of  blue  moorilone  or  granite,^fim]lar  to  thofe  about 
Aberdeen ;  likewife  there  is  a  white  moorfione  of  a  very 
fine  grain,  which  can  be  hewn  for  moft  purpofes  to  which 
freeftone  is  applied,  but  this  kind  is  only  found  in  fingle 
blocks,  in  a  very  broken  irregular  quarry.  A  grey  mi- 
caceous flag-fione  of  a  good  fize  is  alio  to  be  got  in  the 
parifh. 

jinimals. — ^The  common  breed  of  Mack  cattle  in  this 
parifli  is  a  middling,  or  rather  fimall  fized,  hardy  kind, 
weighing  from  x8  to  30  fione  Amfterdam  ;  they  improve 
\tTj  much  when  carried  into  richer  pafture,  and  con- 
fequcntly  bring  good  prices  from  the  drovers,  who  begin 
to  pick  thejn  up  early  in  fpring,  and  continue  buying 
through  the  fummer.  Mr  Leith  of  Whitehaugh,  who 
farms  a  great  pdrdon  of  his  own  eftate,  nearly  one  third  of 
the  parifli,  has,  for  feveral  years  paft,  been  at  uncommon 
pains  to  improve  the  breed  of  cattle,  and  has  now  fo  far 
attained  his  purpofe,  that  moft  of  the  gentlemen  and  fub- 
ftantial  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  have  thought  it 
worth  while  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  a  few  of  his  breed, 
which  are  of  a  pretty  large  fize,  very  handfome,  and  re- 
markab^  well  homed.    There  may  be  in  the  parifli  390 
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head  of  cattle,  695  flieep,  and  85  horfes.  Of  wild  animals, 
there  are  plenty  of  hares,  a  finv  deer  of  the  roe  kind,  and 
too  many  foxes.  The  hills  abound  i^ith  groufe  and  .plover, 
the  flat  parts  of  the  conatrj  with  patridges,  fnipes,  wild 
dndLs,  and  dnloft  every  kind  of  hirds  commonly  fottnd  m 
the  nordi  of  Scotland ;  but  neither  raven,  rook,  nor  jack* 
daw,  have  been  allowed  to  breed  in  the  pariAi  for  feveial 
yean 


Popuhtian^-^Ahatrt  1750,  according  to  the  returns  made^ 
to  Dr  Webfter,  the  number  of  the  inhahitants  of  this  parifli 
«ras  269.  They  have  fince  increafed ;  for  in  January  ly^i 
the  number  was  found  to  be  188  males,  ao8  females,  39$ 
2n£viduals,  of  whom  ^ere  were 

Under  xo  years  of  age,  -  55 

From  10  to  20,  -  103 

From^o  to  50,  -  163 

trom  50  to  70,  -  59 

From  70  to  94  -  16 

all  of  the  eflabliihed  church.  The  annual  average  of  births 
is  3,  of  deaths  3,  and  of  marriages  2.  The  population 
has,  however,  diminifhed  of  late  years,  partly  owing  to  fc- 
veral  of  the  inhabitants  having  been  allured  by  manufac- 
tures to  remove  to  Aberdeen,  partly  by  feveral  of  the 
young  men  going  fouthward  in  queft  of  buiineis,  and  better 
wages ;  and  partly  to  the  union  of  farms  in  one  diftrift  of 
the  parifli.  There  are  but  two  heritors  -in  the  parifli,  one 
of  whom  refides. 

Crops,  Rent,  ^f.«»Oats  are  generally  fown  from  the  he- 
ginning  of  March  till  the  middle  of  April,  then  barley,  till 
the  beginning  or  middle  of  May.  The  crops  are  in  general 
reaped  from  the  end  of  Auguft,  to  the  middle  or  end  of  Oc- 
tober.    The  parifli  fuppUes  itfelf  fully  with  provifions,  and 

generally 
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fjBOtx^XLy  feftds  to  market  a  good  deal  of  mealt  as  alfo  cheeiiB» 
btttter»  pottltr^v  and  eggs.  The  reot  of  a^jds  of  tbe  pa- 
njQi  Qocttpied  by  tenants,  may  amount  to  L.  254  :  10  :  4 
in  money^  and  140  boUs  of  meaL  The  beft  infield  land  lets 
at  an  average  for  about  x68.  8d.  the  acre ;  inferior  about 
10  s>  and  outfield  from  a  s.  6d.  to  5  s.  according  to  its  qua- 
lity ;  but,  in  general,  the  tenants  pay  in  meal,  in  place  of 
money,  for  tbe  outfield  grounds.  Land  is  fold  at  an  ave- 
ftge  at  25  years  purchafe;  but  no  change  of  property  has 
taken  place  in  this  x»rifb  for  many  ycaxs,  or  is  likely  to. 
happen  for  many  more« 

Prices,  Wages,  ^r.— rit  may  without  exaggeration  be  af. 
ferted,  that  the  prices  of  provifions  are  double,  if  not  triple, 
of  what  they  were  about  30  years  ago.  About  that  time, 
an  ox  fold  for  ao  s.  which  now  cofts  at  leaft  L.  j,  or  L.  6; 
iheep,  3  s«  to  4  s.  for  the  beft  wedders  ;  now  the  common 
price  is  from  6s.  to  xo  s.  6  d. ;  a  s.  6d.  to  3s.  for  the  beft 
ewes  and  lambs ;  now  they  fetch  from  5  s.  to  7  s.  or  more. 
Hens  then  (cid  for  3  d.  now  6  d.  i  eggs  i  d.  the  14,  now  a  d* 
the  dozen  ;  meal  was  fold  in  general  for  6  s.  8  d.  the  boll, 
now  It  fells  from  xo  s.  to  X2  s. 

The  ordinary  wages  given  to  labourers  when  hired  by  the 
day  are  6  d. ;  tailors  5  d.  or  6  d;  wrights  8d. ;  mafons  x  s.  ad.; 
an  exclufive  of  viduals.  The  annual  wages  of  men-fer- 
vants  employed  by  farmers,  are  in  general  above  L.  j  ;  of 
women-fervants,  from  L.  2,  to  L.  2,  xo  s.  Thirty  years 
ago,  the  wages  of  the  former  run  from  L.  x  :  6 :  8,  to  L.  i, 
13  s.  4  d.  Harden  cloth  fold  for  aid.  the  ell,  (it  now  fells 
for  8  d.  or  9  d.,)  and  flioes  for  x  d.  the  inch  in  length. 

Condition  of  Lahourers.'^Thok  labourers  who  continue 
able  to  work,  m»y  and  do  bring  up  their  families  tolerably 
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wen.  All  have  a  kail  yard)  almoft  all  a  fmall  piece  of 
{round  in  tillage.  The  ftraw  of  the  crop  maintains  a  cow 
in  winter,  which  grazes  with  the  farmers  cattle  during  the 
fiimmer,  and  many  of  them  have  aUb  a  few  flieep  kept 
npon  the  ferm,  or  by  fome  perfon  in  the  neighbourhood; 
for  a  mere  trifle.  A  good  deal  of  money  is  gained  by  knit- 
ting ftockings,  the  general  employment  of  the  women: 
Young*  children  might  alfo  be  employed  to  advantage  in 
that  branch ;  but  as  th^e  are  few  indofurcs,  mod  of  them 
are  occupied  in  looking  after  every  iinall  parcel  of  flieep  or 
cattle,  during  3-4ths  of  the  year.  Hence  a  labourer's  fsu 
mily,  while  in  health,  rarely  needs  aiBftance^  ^ 

Impltments  of  Hujbaniry. — There  are  a  great  many- 
ploughs,  owing  to  the  number  of  fmall  ferms,  each  of  which 
mnft  maintain  a  plough  drawn  by  fmall  fleers,  or  fomctimea 
by  an  intermixture  of  cows  and  horles.  The  larger  farms 
are  plowed  by  8  or  10  fmall  oxen ;  and  the  number  of 
ploughs  in  all  are  between  30  and  40.  There  are  about 
the  fame  number  of  carts,  fuited  to  the  iize  of  the  horfes  ; 
but  it  is  not  above  30  years  fince  carts  began  to  be  uled  m 
theparifli. 

Stipend^  Poor  J  Wr.-— The  value  of  the  Hving,  inclhding 
the  elcbe,  is  only  about  L.54  a-yearj  part  of  it  is 'com- 
pofed  of  the  vicarage-teind,  which  is  paid  to  the  minifter 
in  kmd.  .  The  church  was  rebuilt  about  12  years  ago,  and 
the  manlie  was  built  in  1724.  The  Earl  of  Fife  is  patnm. 
The  number  of  poor  receiving  ftated  alms  is  4,  though 
there  are  others  who  get  occafional  fuppties.  The  anmial 
amoimt  of  contributions  fer  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  is  about 
L.  4»  10  s.  befides  the  intereft  of  L.  40. 

Mifcellaneotis 
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Mijcellaneout  Ob/ervattom.'^Thc  general  iize  of  the  peo* 
pk  is  from  5  feet  5  inches  to  5  &et  zo  inches,  a  few  are 
beloWy  but  many  above  thofe  fizes.  They  are  (lender,  ac- 
tive and  hardy,  difl^ring  confiderably  in  make  and  figure 
from  the  people  on  the  fotith  of  the  Grampiaas.  They  are 
induftrious,  humane,  oeconomical,  and  enjoy  the  com- 
forts of  fociety  in  a  reafonable  degree,  and  in  proportion 
to  their  rank  and  circumftances.  Their  condition  might, 
however,  be  meliorated,  if  the  proprietors  would  give  longer 
leafes  *,  oblige  the  tenants  to  adopt  more  modem  and  pro- 
du£dve  plans  of  fuming ;  fumiih  them  at  firft,  with  turnip 
and  grals  feeds ;  bind  them  to  indole,  and  improve  a  certain 
portion  of  ground  annually,  and  allow  them  the  expence  of 
the  indofures  at  the  expiry  of  their  leafes.  The  roads  are 
in  better  repair  in  this  than  in  moft  other  pariihes ;  the 
ftatute  labour  has  hitherto  been  exaded  in  kind ;  and  al- 
though a  commutation  has  been  propofed,  it  has  not,  in  ge- 
neral, been  agreed  on  as  the  moft  proper  mode  for  this 
country .^-The  bear  crop  in  1782  was  tolerably  good,  but 
oats  and  potatoes  almoft  totally  failed.  The  prindpal  he- 
ritor took  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  procuring  vidual,  aa 
alfo  grain  and  potatoes  for  feed ;  hence  the  pariih  was  as  well 
fupplied  as  any  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  fuel  generallj 
made  ufe  of,  is  turf  and  heath  from  the  hills,  there  being 
very  little  peat  to  be  got  in  the  parifli.  Heath  is  particu- 
larly ufed  in  kiln-drying,  brewing,  and  baking.  About  30 
years  ago,  charred  peat  was  fo  univerCdly  ufed  by  the 
blackfmiths,  that  &w  could  work  with  any  thing  elfe.  But 
now  they  ufe  coal  onl^,  over  all  the  country. 
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i^ARlSH  OF  AUCHTERARDElt. 

(CouNTT  OP  Perth.) 

by  the  Rev.  Mr  Andrew  Duncan. 

Namfy  Situation^  Extent^  Surfaci^  SoU^  i^c. 

'^  l^  HE  ancient  and  modern  name  of  the  paxiih  is  the 
-■-  fame.  It  is  derived  from  the  principal  village  or 
town  in  it,  and  figtiifies  the  "  fammit  of  the  riling  ground  i" 
which  defcribes  exadlj  the  fituation  of  the  village,  ivhich 
15  built  on  the  ridge  of  an  eminence^  iii  the  middle  of  Stra- 
thern,  and  commands  on  the  N.  and  £•  ai^extenfive  pro^ 
fpcft  of  the  adjacent  Country.  The  parifli  has  united  with 
it,  that  of  Aberuthven,  which  lies  upon  the  E.  /iberiitbvea 
fignifies  the  '*  mouth  of  the  Ruth ven,*' and  it  is  in  this  pariih 
that  the  fmaB  river  of  Ruthven  fifchargcs  itfclf  into  the 
Eanu  The  anncxatidn  of  the  tWo  parifhes  fecms  to  have 
taken  place  fome  confidetable  time  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  the  diftinftioh  of  the  two,  is  now  fo  much  for- 
gotten, that  they  never  go  by  any  other  name  than  that  of 
Auchterardcr.  Auchterarder  is  lituated  in  the  county  of 
Perth,  in  the  ptefbytery  of  AucWefarder,  and  in  the  Sy- 
nod of  Perth  and  Sitirling  :  It  is  of  an  irregular  form  ;  it^ 
greateft  extent  from  E.  to  W.  is  about  5  meafured  niifes^ 
and  from  N.  to  S.  nearly  the  fame  \  it  is  bounded  on  the 
W.  by  the  pariih  of  Blackford,  on  the  N.  by  Trinity-Ga&y 
Vor-IV.  E  <m 
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on  the  £.  bj  Dunning,  and  on  the  S.  hj  Glendoyaa  aad 
Foflaway.  The  greateft  part  of  the  paiiih  is  a  flat  and 
level  country,  lying  on  the  fouth  of  the  river  Earn ;  it  al* 
fo  includes  in  it  fome  part  of  the  Ochil  hilb,  particnlarlj 
CraigroUie,  one  of  the  higheft  of  them.  Thefe  hills  are 
all  green,  and  good  iheep-paftttre.  Ahnoft  the  whole  of 
the  low  part  of  the  parilh  is  arable,  and  a  good,  though 
not  a  ftrong  foil ;  on  the  banks  of  the  Earn  it  inclines  to 
a  loam,  but  in  general  it  is  dry  and  light,  requiring  fuch  a 
fiimulus  as  lime  or  marl,  and  rewarding  well  whatever  ex* 
pence  is  laid  out  in  that  way.  It  may  be  farther  obferved^ 
that  the  northern  declivity  of  die  hills  is  arable  a  confide- 
rable  way  upwards,  and  there  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  be- 
lieve  that  in  former  ages  the  hilb  have  been  plowed  in 
many  places  to  the  very  fummit  ^  the  ridges  are  ftill  plaia 
anddiftina. 

uiiir.— >The  air  is  dry  and  good  in  fummer,  but  rather 
moiit  and  damp  in  winter,  as  is  the  cafe  in  the  greateil 
part  of  Strathem,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Ochik.  In  the  winter  months  the  fun  has  not  influence 
fuflktent  to  difllpate  the  vapours  which  are  attraded  by 
tbe  hiDs,  and  the  mod  frequent  winds  blowing  from  tham, 
mttft  neceflfarily  occafion  a  moifture  in  the  air.  This,  one 
fiiould  think,  would  give  rife  to  rheumatifins,  and  fimilar 
diforders,  as  it  does  in  fome  inilances ;  yet  it  cannot  be 
ikid  that  rheuma'tifm  is  a  prevalent  diflemper  here ;  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  of  late  years  fcarcely  an  inftance  of  a  per- 
fon  afflided  with  the  ague  has  occt2rred  ;  the  diforder 
which  has  been  moft  prevalent  and  fatal  for  fome  years 
pail,  is  a  fever  of  the  nervous  kind. 

Rivers. — The  Earn,  which  bounds  the  parifh  on  the  N* 
l^roduces  &ImoQ|  and  the  large  white  and  yeUow  trout ; 

it 
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it  bcMttfiff  the  puiih  as  well  as  the  adjacent  country,  but 
is  fooiecimea  prejodioial  to  the  neighbouriog  tenants,  by 
overflowing  its  banks  in  the  harveft.  The  Ruthven, 
which  takes  its  xile  in  the  hlBs,  about  3  niiles  beyond  the 
weft  boundaries  <£  the  parifh,  is  a  beautiful  little  river,  and 
puticokrly  ufefid  to  this  pariih ;  it  runs  with  an  uniform 
and  conOant  fiream  through  the  whole  length  of  it  from 
the  S.  W..to  the  N.  £.  and  turns  the  xi  mills  in  the 
pariib,  to  be  afterwards  deibribed  \  it  abounds  with  a  fpe- 
ctes  of  trout  peculiar  to  itfelf,  of  a  imall  fize,  but  remark- 
able fiyr  flavour  aad  delicacy. 

Stpn$  and  SlaU.^^Tht  parifii,  and  particularly  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  the  village  of  Auchterarder,  abounds  with  a 
faard  and  duraUe  ftone,  which,  lying  in  thin  and  regular 
firata,  is  very  fit  both  for  building  houfes  and  dry-flone 
fences;  the  quarries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town 
alfo  afford  gr^y  flate  in  abundance,  which  makes  a  roof 
g;reatly  preferable  to  thatch,  but  heavier  than  the  blue 
flate. 

Pi^tfAi^ft^jf.— -The  antient  date  of  the  population  cannot 
be  afbertaioed  with  any  degree  of  ezadneis  ;  the  number 
of  people  feems  to  have  been  increafing  by  flow  degrees 
dU  the  prefent  time  *,  the  return  to  Dr  Webfier  was  1194, 
they  amount  at  prefent  to  1670  fouls,  of  which  805  are 
males,  and  865  are  females  ;  798  reiide  in  the  vUlages  of 
Anchtemder,  Berland-park  and  Miltown,  and  872  in  the 
comtry :  The  average  number  of  births  cauQot  be  afcer- 
tained  with  great  ezafineis,  owing  to  fome  diflenting  pa- 
rents negleding«  to  get  their  childrens  names  inferted  in 
the  parifli*regifler,  or  refilling  to  pay  the  clerk's  dues  \  but 
snaking  allowance  for  that  omifllon,  the  annual  average  of 
birlbs,  for.thdr  lafl  ten  years,  is  38 ;  for  tlie  ten  years  from 

1770 


^5  Statijlical  Account 

JTjo  to  1780  is  40  ;  and  for  the  ten  jears  from  fj6o  t^ 
1770  is  no  lefs  than  48 ;  a  confiderable  number  of  the 
married  women  in  the  parifh  being  now  advanced  in  life^ 
accounts  for  this  diminution  in  the  annual  number  of  births. 
The  annual  average  of  burials  for  the  lafl  ten  jreaiB  is  36, 
and  of  marriages,  11.     The  number  of  fouls  under  ten 
years  of  age  is  341  *,  from  ten  to  twenty,  342 ;  from  twen- 
ty to  fifty,  681 J  frona  fifty  to  feventy,  266  i  and  from  fc- 
venty  to  a  hundred,  40.     The  number  of  heritors  and 
feuars  is  52;  the  four  principal  heritors  do  not  refide  in 
the  parifh.     The  number  of  farmers  and  occupiers  of  land 
is  82  ;  of  weavers,  49  ;  of  mechanics,  78  ;  of  male-fervants, 
Z09;    of  female  fervants,    120.     Befides  the   Eftabliihed 
Clergyman,  there  is  one  Relief  Minifter,  who  refides  in 
the  pariih ;  one  writer,  and  one  furgeon.     Tlie  number 
of  fouls  in  the  Eftabli(hed  Church  is  1176,  and  of  Secedera, 
including  thofe  of  the  Relief  perfuafion,  492  \  there  are 
only  two  Epifcopalians. 

The  population  of  the  parifli  is  not  materially  dificrent 
from  what  it  was  5,  10,  or  25  years  ago;  but  is  rather  on 
the  increafe,  owing  principally  to  the  accefGon  of  inhabi- 
tants to  the  villages  from  oth^r  pariihes.  The  propor- 
tion of  the  annus^l  births  to  the  whole  population,  is  as  i  tg 
38;  of  the  annual  marriages,  nearly  as  i  to  151  j  of  the 
annual  deaths,  nearly  as  i  to  46  -,  of  bachelors  to  mar- 
ried men,  including  widowers,  as  i  to  5.  Each  marriage 
produces  at  an  average,  nearly  4  children.  '  There  are  no 
uninhabited  houfes  ;  of  inhabited  houfes  there  are  303,  and 
the  number  of  perfods,  at  an  average,  to  each  inhabited 
houfe,  is  upwards  of  5. 

Produce^  X^c. — The  parifli  produces  wheat,  oats,  barlej*, 
peafe,  hay,  potatoes,  and  turnip,  with  the  common  kitchcz^ 
herbs  and  roots.     The  difiisrent  kinds  oi  fir,  the  qak,  alh, 
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^xn,  beedi,  alder,  birch  and  elder  grow  in  it;  but  thei^ 
are  no  ertenfive  planutions  of  any  of  thefe  kinds.     A  few 
hnndred  acres  have  of  late  been  planted  with  the  common 
£r.    Befides  the  domeflic  animals,  the  numbers  of  which 
in  the  difirid  could  not  be  afcertained,  as  the  tenants  fhew- 
ed  an  averfion  to  difcover  their  dock,  there  are  plenty  of 
hares  and  patridges ;  there  are  the  hedge-hog,  otter,  pole- 
cat and  fox.      The  iheep-farmers  ufed  formerly  to  keep 
up  their  flock  by  purchafing  hogs  every  year  at  lanton 
market ;  but  they  have  now  begun,  and  it  is  believed  with 
iucceis,  to  rear  their  pwn  lambs,  and  of  courfe  they  re- 
quire a  (mailer  fupply  from  the  fouth  country.     Horfes 
and  black  cattle  are  reared  on  almoft  every,  farm  of  the 
parifli.    In  general,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  oats  and  bar- 
ley are  the  principal  produdions  of  the  pariih.    Every 
£armer  fows  a  proportion  of  peafe  and  lint-feed,  and  plants 
potatoes  'j  feveral  of  them  fow  turnip,  and  this  crop  is  be- 
coming every  year  more  frequent,  becaufe  its  value  is 
better  known;  all  of  them  lay  down  a  greater  or  lels 
quantity  of  ground  in  artificial  grafs,  which,  after  being 
put  for  two  or  three  years,  partly  for  immediate  ufe,  and 
partly  to  be  made  into  hay,  is  afterwards  paftured  for  two 
pr  three  years  more.     Wheat  is  fown  in  fome  farms  in 
the  low  part  of  the  pariih,  and  might  with  equal  advantage 
be  fown  in  others  \  but  it  is  thought  to  be  a  crop  rather 
too  fevere  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  foil,  and  a  good  crop 
of  barley  is  confidered  as  not  leis  profitable,  becaufe  it  im» 
poverilbes  the  ground  lefs. 

It  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the  pariih  fupplies  itfelf  in 
the  article  of  flour  ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  ex- 
ports a  confiderable  quantity  both  of  barley-grain  and  oat- 
meal, and  raifes  a  great  deal  more  beef  and  mutton  than  it 
con  fumes.  The  tenants  generally  begin  to  fow  peafe  and 
pats  about  the  middle  of  March,  if  the  weather  prove  fa- 
vourable, 
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▼ourable,  and  conclude  the  mftkiog  of  tfasir  baifejr  fowa^ 
about  the  23  th  of  May.  Hanreft  commoDly  begins,  in  tbe 
low  part  of  the  pariib,  the  -firft  or  feeond  we«k  of  Seplem* 
ber,  and  in  the  hiSs  extends  to  the  eed  of  OAobcr  or  be* 
nnning  of  "November. 

There  is  only  a  Imall  quantity  of  ground  occupied  by 
vroods  and  riverSy  and  none  at  all  by  ferefts,  lakes  or  mar- 
flies.  There  are  a  few  hundred  acres  in  conmon  on  the 
weft  end  of  the  village  of  Auchterarder,  called  the  moor 
of  Auchterarder,  to  which  tiie  cows  of  the  inhabitants  gp 
to  pafture.  In  its  prefent  ftate  it  is  of  fK>  great  value ; 
were  it  improved,  and  the  feuthem  part  efpecially  is  very 
capable  of  improvement,  the  value  of  it  would  be  vaftly 
increafed.  There  are  alfo  feveral  hundred  acres  upon  the 
bill  of  Fofswell  (part  of  the  Ochils)  in  common  among  the 
neighbouring  feuars :  Both  commons  may  perhaps  contain 
I  a  or  14  hundred  acres.  Very  little  land  lets  above,  or  .e- 
ven  at  20  s.  the  acre,  except  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  the  town,  Marl  has  been  found  in  different  parts 
of  the  parifli,  but  «s  the  parcels  hitherto  diCbovered  have 
been  m  no  great  quantity,  they  are  already  eidiaufted. 

Advantages  and  Difadvantages*''^T\it  pariih  has  a  pe- 
culiar advantage  in  the  fmall  river  of  Ruth  ven,  which  runs 
through  it  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  and  at  all  feafons  of 
the  year,  conveys  fuch  a  quantity  of  water,  as  is  fufficient 
to  turn  the  machinery  of  any  ordinary  mill,  Befides  foqr 
corn*mills,  there  are  already  ereded  on  it,  three  lint  miBs, 
two  oil-mills,  a  paper  and  a  fulling  mill ;  and,  with  little 
expence  any  kind  of  mill  might  be  ereded  on  it,  which 
does  not  require  a  great  weight  of  water.  It  is  perhaps  alTo 
an  advantage  to  the  pariHi,  that  the  direS  road  runs  through 
it,  which  leads  from  Perth,  Aberdeen,  and  the  Eaft  country, 
to  Stirling  and  Glafgow. 

The 
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The  village  of  Auchterarder  labours  under  die  difad- 
wastage  of  not  having  a  conftant  fupply  of  water.  The 
ftfcam  which  ruas  through  it  being  brought  a  coofiderable 
way  from  the  town,  is  drj  in  the  fummer-feafon  \  and  the 
gicateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  then  obliged  to  bring 
their  water  from  an  inconvenient  diflance.  Pit-wells  have 
been  fiink  in  diffisrent  parts  of  the  town,  but  without  fuc- 
cefi.  A  propofal  has  been  lately  made  for  bringing  m 
pipes  from  the  fountain-head  \  but  to  this  fcheme  the  con- 
fent  of  the  Hfmourable  Proprietor  of  the  eflate  of  Perth  is 
reqnifite,  aa  the  fpriog  lies  in  his  ground  \  this,  with  his  pe- 
cmiiarj  aid,  has  been  folicited,  and  both  it  is  hoped  will  be 
granted :  The  advantage  to  the  town  in  general,  and  to 
his  feuars  in  particular,  would  be  unfpeakable.  But  without 
the  aiEfiance  of  others,  the  inhabitants  are  unable  themfelvea 
to  accomplilh  fo  ezpenfive  a  work,  as  to  bring  water,  evei» 
in  wooden  jMpes,  from  the  fountain-head  to  the  bottom  of 
the  town,  which  is  a  diftance  of  nearly  a  miles. 

Price  of  Prtmfiom  ami  Laboor^ — The  price  of  beef  and 
mutton,  about  50  or  60  years  ago^^  was  9  d»  or  10  di«  a 
flone  V  of  barley  and  oat-meal,  8  s.  4  d.  Butter  fold  at 
4d.  appAmd,  and cheefe at  ad.;  hens- at  3d.  or  4d.  a-piece» 
At  prefrnt  beef  fells  at  3  d.  a-pound ;  mutton  at  4  d.  du- 
ring the  fummer  -,  veal  and  pork,  in  their  frafon,  at  4  d. 
Botter  commonly  feUs  at  8  d.  appeundi  and  cheefr  at  4  s.  3  d» 
%^one.  Henaat  10 d.  or  is.  a-piece,  and  chickens  at  ^id* 
or  4  d.  The  wages  of  labourers  in  hufbandry  and  other 
work,  is  18.  a<^ay  in  fummer,  and  10 d.  in  winter;  of 
oorpemers,  is.  ad.;  of  mafons,  is.  6d.;  and  of  tailoiSt 
zs.  There  are  no  mal«>fervant3  in  the  pariOi,  but  fuch  wl 
axe  employed  in  huibandry,  and  their  wages  are  from  L.  7 
to  L.  8  the  year.  Female-fervants  work  as  occalion  re* 
^oiresy  either  within  or  without  doors,  and  they  get  about 
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L.2,  10 s.  jearlj  Herd  bo js  get  from  lis.  to  20 s.  da* 
ring  the  time  that  cattle  are  fent  Oat  to  pailure.  The 
annual  wages  of  a  common  labom'er,  which  will  amoanf 
to  nearly  L.  14,  are,  in  general,  if  he  be  indufhionsy  and 
his  family  healthy,  fufBcient  to  enable  him  to  bring  up  a 
family. 

S  TlA  TE  me  N^J  of  the  annual  Income  and  Expences  of 
a  Day-labourer  in  the  Parijh  of  Auchterardery  who  has  a 
Wife  and  Seven  Children^  the  eldejl  of  wham  is  a  Girl  of 
13  Tears  of  age^  and  the  fecond  a  Boy  who  tended  catllt 
lafl  Seafon.  Along  tdith  his  Dwelling-houfe^  he  rents  an 
Acre  of  Land. 

INCOME. 

The  father  of  the    family  has  i  s.    a-day  of 
wages,  for  8  months  in  the  year,  and  10 d.  the 
remaining  4  months.    DedttdHng  43  days,  of 
Sundays,  holidays,  and  bad  weather,  from  the 
fummer-months,  and  30  days  on  th^  fame  ac- 
count, from  the  winter-months,  he  gains,  da- 
ring the  whole  year,  -  L.  13  17     o 
The  mother,  with  the  afliftance  of  her  eldeft 
girl,  in  the  management  of  her  family,  earns 
by  fpinning  i  s.  6  d.  a-week,  which  is  a-year,    3  z8     o 
The  eldeft  boy  earned  by  tending  cattle,  18     o 
The  acre  of  land  produced  laft  year,  6  firlots  of 
oats  at  13  sv  6  d.  the  boll,                 -                   x     0     3 

— 4  bolls  of  barley,  at  14  s.  the  boll,         a  16     o 

— 6  bolls  and  a  firlots  potatoes,  at  43. 

which  is  L.  i,  6  s.— He  fold  a  calf  at  7  s.  i  13     o 
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EXPENCES. 

Rent  of  lus  honfe  and  land,  L.  3  ;  ezpences  of 

feed  and  management,  L.  i,  5,  L.  4     5     o 

Fuel,  L.  ly  5  s. ;    8  boUs  and  2  firiots  of  .oat- 

mesd  at  14  s.  6  d.  a^boll,  L«  6  :  3  :  3,  7^3 

4  bolls  of  barley-meal  at  9  s.  4  d.  the  boll,  1174 

The  fiitfaer's  wear  of  clothe3»    .  -  o  zo    o 

a  fhirts,  7  s. ;  a  pair  fhoes,  xo  s. ;  2  pair 
fiockings,  4  s.  6  d. ;  wear  of  a  bonnet 
*  and  handkerchief,  i  s.  annually,  226 

The  mother's  wear  of  clothes,  43.}    z  Ihift, 

2  s.  6  d.  ^  2  aprons,  2  s.  3  d.  -  089 

Wear  of  (hoes  and  (lockings,  4  s. ;  hand- 
kerchiefs, caps.  Sec.  38.  -  070 
X  pair  of  (hoes  to  each  of  7  children,  Z4  s.  ad.; 

dothes  to  the  3  youngeft,  9  s.  -  132 

Clothes  to  the  2  next  in  age,  8  s.  \  ditto  to 

the  addeft,  los.  -  -  0x80 

I  fliirt  to  each  of  die  3  youngeft,  as.;  x  ditto 

to  dM  2  next  in  age,  2  s.  6  d.  -  046 

x  dittotothe2ddeft,3  8.  4d.;   8  lb.  of  foap, 

48.  8  d.;  butcher-meat,  X  8  s.  -  X     6    o 

4^pedu  iak,  38.  4jd.*,  3  Scots  pinU  of  lamp-oil, 

3  8.  6  d. ;  candle,  2  s.  2  d.  090 
Befides  the  nulk,  butter  and  cheefe,  the  cow 

yidded,  he  bought  lafi  year  2  ftone  cheefe,  080 
Mokfles  for  making  a  kind  of  ale,  4  s.  6  d. ; ' 

groats  and  barley,  78.  -  o  iz     6 

Ezpences  at  in-lying,    lickneis,    &c.    15  s.; 

needles,  pins  and  thread,  xo  d.  0x5  xo 

Carried  forward,        L,  ax  X4  xo 
Vou  IV.  F 
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Brought  forward,  L.  21  14  zo 
Whilky,  finall  beer,  and  wheatea  bread  at  tjic 

new  year,  -        '  -  ®     3     4 

The  family  confumes  the  potatoci  which  the 

land  produces,  -  -  160 

Grafs  to  the  cow  in  fu^mer^  xo  s. ;  ft^aw  to 

ditto,  in  winter,  6  s.  -  o  16     o 


L.^4    o     % 

The  generality  of  labourers,  along  with  their  dwelling- 
houfe,  have  as  much  land  as  enables  them  to  keep  a  cow, 
wliich  encreafes  their  mcaos  of  fiibfiAence. 

Poor^  Churchy  Stipend^  lie. — Hie  number  of  the  poor 
IS  13.  They  receive  a  weekly  allowance  •,  but  befides  thefci 
there  are  others  who  get  occa&onalrharity,  a&  their  circnm-, 
(lances  may  require.  The  annual  amount  of  the  collec- 
tions at  the  church-door,  of  the  intereft  of  mortified  mo- 
ney, '  and  of  proclamation-dues,  is  about  L.  40  Storlinf . 
The  church  was  built  in  1784.  The  value  of  the  fiipeod, 
iiKluding  the  glebe,  is  about  Ltpo  Sterling.  Tbo  f^flef 
Kinnoul  is  pat^ron* 

Villages » — There  are  3  villages  in  the  pariih  ;  th^  ^io- 
cipal  .of  which  is  Auchterarder,  and  which  wa9  once, 
perhaps,  of  greatpr  note.  That  it  was  a  royal  burgh,  a&4 
fent  a  member  to  Parliament,  cannot  be  doubted*  Its 
name  is  to  be  feen  in  the  old  rolls  of  Parliament  \  and  ^ 
great  lumber  of  the  houfes  hold  burgage  to  this  day.  How 
it  came  to  lofe  its  privil^es  is  not  certranly  known.  Aucb- 
terardex  coniifb  of  one  ftreet  nearly  a  mile  long,  and  has 
in  it  abouc  <i  hundred  houfes :  Many  of  them  have  been 
lately  rebuilt,  which  adds  orach  to  the  improvement  of 
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die  town,  and  the  aocommodadoa  of  tbe  idhabitants,    Be« 
files  four  &irs  ev^ty  jear,  thete  has  been  a  yearly  tlyft 
kdd  the  begiiinuijp  of   Odober,  fince  the  year  1781,  at 
vhich  diere  has  been  always  a  great  Jhew  of  black  cattle. 
The  prefent  number  of  inhabitant^  is  594,  and  the  popula- 
tion of  the  ]^ee  is  a^pareotly  on  the  increafe;  for  there 
have  been  of  late,  feyertd  new  hou&s  built,  and  morp  are 
building*    BeCdes  tbe  EfiahUihed  Church,  there  is  a  Relief 
Meeting  in  the  town.    About  ao  years  ago,  a  confiderable 
mannfafture  of  yam  and  narrow  linen-doth  was  carried 
on  in  Auchterarder.    It  was  ibid  bleached  and  unbleached, 
and  exported  to  Gla%ow  :  But  this  trade  is  now  in  a  great 
meafure  eztinft*    Sale  linens  are  ftill  manufadured  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  \  and  linen,  of  a  fsd>ric  peculiar 
to  the  place,  and  which  goes  by  its  name.    At  a  little 
diilance  from  A^Khterarder,  is  a  village  called  the  Borland 
F^k,  built  by  Government  for  the  accommodation  of  tbe 
foldiers  who  were  difbanded  after  the  war  in.  1763,  and  con- 
tains 140  inhabitants,  who  are  moftly  weavers.     Moft  of 
the  iii^ers  who  were  planted  in  it,  left  it  very  foon  after- 
wards, though  the  terms  of  their  fetdement  were  very  ad- 
vantageous, either  from  diflike  to  the  place,  or  more  pro« 
baUy  to  their  new  mode  of  life*     On  the  fouth  of  Auch- 
terarder, and  along  the  fide  of  the  Ruthven,  is  Miltown,  a 
Imall  viUage,  containing  64  inhabitants.     Here  there  is  a 
diOery,  conliftiog  of  two  40  gaUon-ftills. 

AMtifuitits* — In  the  neighbourhood  of  Attchterarder, 
and  on  the  N.  of  the  town,  are  the  remains  of  an  old  caiUf , 
(aid  to  be  a  banting  feat  of  King  Malcolm  Kemnore;  ad- 
joining to  which  is  a  faall  copfe  wood,  which  common- 
ly goes  by  the  name  of  the  King'g  Wood.  The  tenant  has 
been  unluckily  allowed  to  grub  up  the  wood,  and  to  build 
a  fium-houie  with  the  ftdnes  of  the  caftic ;  and  there  are 
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now  hxst  ineoafiderable  veftiges  remaining  of  tliefe 
rable  antiquities.  A  little  to  the  notthward  of  the  oaftk, 
are  the  remains  of  a  Popilh  place  of  worihip,  commonlj 
known  bj  the  name  of  the  Old  Kirk,  or  St  Mnngo's  Cha* 
pel.  This  was  formerlj  the  parifh-chnrch ;  and  die 
church-yard  was  the  burying  ground  of  the  pariih  :  Man j 
of  the  inhabitants  ftill  retam  burying  places  in  it.  There 
are  fome  traces  of  encampments  on  the  S.  £•  of  the  Tillage 
of  Auchterarder,  at  the  foot  of  the  Odiib.  Perhaps  thej 
were  out-pofis  of  the  Roman  camp  at  Aidoch ;  what- 
ever they  were,  it  iieems  probable  the  Romans  were  in  this 
neighbourhood ;  for  in  digging  the  foundation  of  the  diurcb 
lately  built  in  this  place,  a  coin  was  found»  of  the  Emperor 
Titus  Vefpafian,  perfeOly  diftmft.  About  i  a  or  14  years 
ago,  there  was  found  in  a  marl-pit,  in  the  parifli,  a  pair  of 
large  horns,  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  Elk,  or  Eurus,  which 
were  fent  to  Edinburgh,  and  are  now  in  the  cuftody  of  the 
Antiqtiarian  Society. 

Mifceffaneotfs  OB/ervations.'^The  peopfe  are,  in  general^ 
much  difpofed  to  induflry.  They  are  ceconomical,  and  yet, 
in  general,  by  no  means  difindined  to  humane  and  chari* 
table  adtiona.  Their  condition  would  be  benefited,  could  the 
price  of  fiiel  be  rendered  cheaper.  Perhaps  there  are  no  means 
of  doing  this,  but  by  making  the  communication  eafier  to 
the  coal ,  which  is  the  fuel  they  m^ll  now  chiefly  traft  tow 
In  confequence  of  the  aft  of  Parliament,  lately  obtained 
for  ereding  tolls  upon  the  roads  within  the  county  of  Perth, 
it  is  propofed  to  make  a  toU-road  to  Bkiiiiigone.  If  this  pro^ 
pofal  (hould  be  carried  into  execution,  it  will  no  doubt  rea* 
der  the  communication  eafier ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  alio 
make  the  neceflary  article  of  coal  cheaper.  Coal  is  brought 
firom  Blairingone  and  Dollar,  about  la  miles  diftance,  and 
is  foldhere  at  i^d.  a>ftone,Tron  weighty  at  the  coal-hill  i^ 
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Aoae  alib  4d.  Were  the  two-baaded  Ipiimmg  wheel  mom 
generallj  ufed,  it  would  probably  contribute  in  fome  mea- 
fince  to  better  the  circumftances  of  the  lower  clais  of  people, 
as  well  as  to  increafe  the  materials  of  the  linen-manufac- 
ture. There  are  but  one  or  two  fuch  wheels  in  this  pa- 
viih ;  and  it  is  but  little  u&d  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
It  Hiight  alfo  be  for  the  interefts  of  the  lower  dais  of  peo- 
ple»  and  efpeciaUy  the  women,  were  they  more  employed 
than  they  are,  in  manufafturcs  for  which  they  are  qualified. 
The  great  demand  for  men  for  all  kinds  of  work,  has  rai£> 
ed  their  wagies  to.  an  exorbitant  height ;  while  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  at  leal},  the  wages  of  female-fervants  are 
barely  fufiknent  to  fupport  them,  when  in  health  :  They 
cannot  afford  to  fet  apart  any  proTifion  for  fickneis  or  old 
age,  without  the  utmoft  parfimony. 

The  roads  in  the  parifh  and  neighbourhood,  are  but  in 
an  indifierent  ftate.  They  are  kept  in  repair  by  means  of 
the  ftatute-fervices,  which  of  late  have  been  commuted  for 
money  at  the  rate  of  8  s*  the  pIough>gate.  But  though  the 
roods,  iiace  that  time,  are  better  than  formerly,  they  are 
far  from  being  good ;  and  this  fund  will  probably  be  infuf- 
fident  to  make  them  fo.  The  fize  of  farms  in  the  pariih jare 
finaU,  and  their  number  has  of  late  neither  increafed  nor  de« 
oneafed.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  parifli  b  indofed,  and 
the  pe<^le  leem  to  be  fnfficiently  convinced  of  the  advau« 
tages  of  indofures.  Property  in  land  does  not  change 
often.  Two  fmall  eftates  were  fold  latdy  ^  upwards  of 
30  years  purchafe. 

In  the  years  1782  and  1783,  the  price  of  meal  was  not 
fo  high  as  in  many  other  diftrids  ;  and  meal  was  always  to 
be  had.  The  bounty  of  Government  was  of  fervice,  though 
it  was  late  in  arriving  \  and  the  kirk-feflion,  by  laying  out 
a  part  J  of  theit  funds  in  purchafing  meal,  f^mifhed  the 
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poor^ft  ckfi  of  people  with  it  at  a  lower  rate  diaii  the  obiv 
ket-prioe. 

The  alteration  in  the  dre&  and  maimer  of  hTing  of  4m 
inhabitants,  within  thefe  30  or  40  years,  is  not  a  litde  xc- 
markable.  Every  body  is  now  decently  and  comfortably^ 
clothed,  whidi  perhaps  was  not  the  oafe  then ;  and  there 
is  now  fonr  times  the  quantity  i)f  butcher-meat  ufed.  A« 
bout  25  or  30  years  ago,  there  was  bat  two  fixpcnny  wheat* 
en  loaves  brought  from  Perth,  to  two  private  families,  in 
die  week :  There  is  now  a  baker  in  the  village,  who  feDtf 
bread  to  the  amount  of  L.  200  a-year,  and  about  L.  80 
worth  is  brought  every  year  from  Path.  It  muft,  how* 
ever,  be  obferved  that  the  parilhes  of  Blackford  and  Tri- 
nity-Galk  are  in  part  fupplied  fr*om  Auditerarder.  A 
houfe  in  the  village  of  Auchterarder,  confiiting  of  4  apart" 
ments,  with  a  garden,  lets  for  about  L.  4 ;  and  feparate 
rooms,  with  a  fmall  garden,  let  from  20  s.  to  25  Si  There 
are  about  100  ploughs  in  the  parifli ;  many  of  them  are  four- 
horfe  ploughs,  and  the  reft  two-horfe  ploughs.  Sometimes^ 
but  rarely,  2  oxen  are  ufed,  inftead  of  2  horfes,  next  the 
plough.  In  the  low  part  of  the  pariih  the  tenants  are  im<* 
proving  the  breed  of  their  horfes,  and  among  them  the  two- 
horfe  plough  generally  prevails.  There  arc  about  250  fin- 
gle  horfe  carts,  and  not  one  double  horfe  cart.  An  opinioa 
prevaik,  which  is  probably  true,  that  the  horfes  are  more 
equflJly  wrought,  in  thefe  rough  and  unequal  roads,  by 
each  having  his  own  cart< 
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PARISH  Of  ABERLEMNO, 

(County  of  Forfar.) 

fy  the  Rev.  Mr  Akdrew  Mitchel. 


Name,  Skuation^  \Sc. 

A  BERLEMNO   is    faid  to  derive  ita  etjmologj 

.^LjL   from  altr  in  the  .Gaelic  Jaoguage,  figaifying  the 

*'  znouth  of "   or   "  aboYe,"  .  and  from  the   fmall    rivet 

of  Lemno,   ivhich  ta^kes  its  rife  in  this  pariib,  aini  felfa 

ioto  the  river. South-Eiky  about  ^  mile  N.  from  tb^  cburcb. 

The  lames  of  x&oft  places  are  £ud  Xa  be  derived  from  the 

Gaelic  language.  This  parifli  is  iituated  12  or  x  3  miles  frcuzi 

the  fea-coail»  in  the.caootj  and  pre^yterj  of  Fprfar,  and 

SjTBod  of  Angus  and  Meams.     Its  form  ibmewhat  re- 

fejonbles  an  oblique  tjfiangle.     The  extei^t  of  it  from  £.  to 

W-  is  about  6  mile^^  an^  from.  N.  to  S.  about  j.     It  is 

bounded  on  the  N.  hj-  the  pariihes  «f  Carrarton  and  Tan- 

zi^ce;  on  the  N.  W.  bj  the  p^lb  of  Oathlaw  ^  oq  the 

W.  and  S.  by  the  pariii  of  Refcobic ;  on  the  S.  E,  by  Gtt- 

tbrie^  and  on  the  E.  by  Brechin.     The  foil,  in  genera^  is 

fertile,  the  low  grounds  deep,  the  high  grounds  Ihallow  and 

rortj.     The  appenrance  of  tbe  country,  in  this  parifii,  is 

▼ariouBi  in  fonie  places  flat,  ih.odiets  hilly;  the  hills  arc 

coyored  with  bitaUk.   A  large  tmA  o£  groimd  opon  tii6 

banks 
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banks  of  the  river  Soath-Eik,  is  fomedmes  fubjed  to  fa^ 
ondations ;  the  moEt  Cj^markable  of  which  happened  ia  har» 
vcft  1774. 

Pofiularion.^^Tht  population  of  this  pariih  is  fappoici 
not  to  be  materiallj  different  from  what  it  was  fonneri* 
ly.  The  return  to  Dr  Webfler  was  943^  The  pie&n^ 
amount  of  the  population  is  X033. 

Males,  -  *  ^14  Be|tweei;iao.and  509  -43^ 
Females,  -  -  519  — ^ — ^50  and  70,  -  123 
Aged  below  10,  -  245  ■■  1  70  and  100,  -  17 
Between  xo  and  ao,    917 

The  annual  average  of  births,  1-  f         -         a9 

—————  deaths,  -  •  -  ao 

— — marriages,  -  -  -  la 

Average  of  children  from  each  marriage,  fitmi  -  5  to  7 
Heritors,  (four  refide  in  the  pariih.)  -  -  xo 

Great  farmers,  about  •  .  •  ^p 

Inhabited  houfes,  about  •  -  -  170 

Poor  receivbg  alms,  ...  itf 

Expence  of  their  yearlj  fupplj,  at  an  average^  -  L.  95 
Epifeopalian  families,  .  .  •  ^ 

Weavers  employed  in  the   manufriftnre  of  brown  linen 
or  O&abufg,  -  -  .  -     .       74 

Smiths,         .  .        5         Menchants,  •  4 

Carpenters,  -  7         Gardeners,  -  3 

Tailors,         -         -         ix         Flax^reflers,  -  4 

Shoemakers,  -         zo        Male  labouring  lervants,  47 

Millers,         -  -        5        Female  ditto,         -        33 

Mafons,         -  «-        » 

Cburcbf  Stipend  and  5c£oo/^-*-The  church  was  repaired 
in  X774»  s^nd  the  manle  built  in  X782.  The  ftipend,  in- 
cluding the  gkbci  is  between  Lt  86  and  L.  96  Sterling. 

The 
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The  fdioolmaller's  fsJary  is  aco  mcrks ;  the  number  of 
ftbolars  genenJly  about  40.  Englifli  and  writing  are 
taught  for  is.  6d.  the  quarter;  arithmetic  and  Latin,  for 
2s.  6d.  Tlie  emoluments  of  feffion-derkfliip  maj  be  a- 
bout  L.  4  or  L.  5  Sterling,  7earlj« 

"BrM  of  Laiottr  and  Prov^o«j#— The  wages  of  a  day- 
labourer  in  hufliandrjare  is.  without  viAuals,  and  8d.  with 
diem.  A  male  labouring  (ervant's  wages  a^e  from  L.  5  to 
L.  8  a-year ;  a  female's,  L.  3 ;  a  good  labouring  married 
fervant  receives  as  wages  about  L.  6  Sterling  in  money,  a 
houfe  and  yard,  the  value  of  which  is  between  20  s.  and 
30  s. ;  he  gets  a  cow  maintained  through  the  year,  and  his 
fuel  brought  home:  All  which  generally  enable  him  to 
bring  up  a  family.  A  carpenter's  wages  are  10 d.  or  is. 
and  his  vidhials;  a  mafon's  is.  4^.  or  is.6d.  without 
viduab  ;  a  tailor's  8d.  with  vi£hials. — The  price  of  pro- 
vifions  is  doubled fince  1745  :  Butcher-meat  is  4d.  the  lb.; 
ducks  and  hens,  8  d.  each  ;  butter  8  d.  the  lb. ;  cheefe  6  s. 
or  7  s.  the  Hone. 

FarmSf  yr.— The  &rms,  in  general,  are  from  50  to  350 
or  300  acres  ;  few  are  more  cxtenfive,  and  fome  are 
fmaller.  Their  number  is  not  diminifhing.  By  a  late  re- 
gulation, the  half  of  each  farm  ihould  be  in  grafs.  Oats 
and  peafe  are  fown  in  March  and  April ;  barley  in  April 
said  the  beginning  of  May ;  and  wheat  generally  in  Sep- 
tember and  Odober.  The  greateft  part  of  the  latid  is 
inclofed ;  the  people  being  convinced  of  the  advantage  of 
inclofing.  The  loch  of  Balgavies  has,  for  many  years,  fbr- 
nifhed  mudi  marl  for  maniire.  The  rent  of  the  beft  ara- 
ble land  may  be  about  L.  i  the  acre ;  but  what  the  farmers 
cbiefly  fhidy  is  the  bringing  up  of  black  cattle.    The  land- 

Vol,  IV.  G  rent 


50  StatiJlUal  Account 

fti^  of  the  pariih  is  fullj  L.  2000  Sterling.  The  number 
pf  ploughs  is  48,  each  of  which  Is  generally  di'awn  bj 
four  horfes  ;  the  number  of  horfes  161 ,  of  carts  90. 
There  has  been  little  fale  of  land  from  time  immemo- 
rial. 

♦ 
MifceUaneou$  Obfervations. — The  air,  in  moft  places  15 
Jiiealchj.  There  is  plenty  of  moorftone,  fiee-ftone  and 
ilates  ;  many  of  which  laft,  arc  fent  to  London  and  o- 
ther  places.  •  Coal,  peat,  turf,  broom  and  furze,  are  ufed 
for  fuel.  Coal  from  Fife  cofts  6  d.  the  boll,  i.  e.  7  ftone 
weight.  Peat  is  got  from  a  neighbouring  pariih,  at  about 
2s.  the  cart-load.  There  are  2  chaifes  in  the  pariih. 
Two  obeliiks  remain,  one  in  the  church-yard,  another 
on  the  highway  from  Brechin  to  Forfar,  about  8  or  9 
feet  high ;  they  were  ereded  in  memory  of  the  total  de- 
feat of  the  Danes,  and  have  fome  rude  hieroglyphical 
fculptures  *.  A  few  tumuli  have  been  opened  in  this 
neighbourhood,  in  one  of  two  of  which  was  found  a 
rude  kind  of  ftone  coffin,  containing  a  fmall  quantity  of 
black  earth,  with  fome  bones  almoft  entirely  confumed. 
In  1777,  there  was  a  cut  made  the  whole  breadth  of  this 
pariih,  from  the  church  fouthward;  and  a  l?ridge  built 
by  private  fubfcription,  to  conneft  the  road  from  Forfar 
to  Brechin  with  that  to  Arbcoath.  The  flatute-labour 
has  be^n,  for  the  moil  part,  commuted.  ,  The  principal 
manufa£hire  is  linen.  Few  inlift  in  the  army<  The  peo- 
ple are  induilrious,  oeconomical,  and,  in  general,  humane 
^n  jtheir  difpoiition.  There  is  a  great  alteration  for  the 
better,  in  the  manners,  dreis  and  ftyle  of^  living  .within  theCb 
40  years.    The  pariih  always  fupplies  itfelf  withproviiions 

aii4« 
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and  fonietimes  exports  large  <juantities  of  gram.  There 
are  two  inns  on  the  great  road  between  Brechin  and  For- 
far, for  the  entertainment  of  travellers.  Few  fervices  are 
performed  bjr  tenants  or  fubtenants,  excepting  the  carriage 
of  the  landlord's  coals. 
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FARISH  OF  DRUMBLADE- 

(County  of  Aberdeen.) 

By  tU  Rev.  Mr  George  Abel. 

Namtf  Skuation^  ifc* 

^T^  HE  ancient  name  of  this  pariih  was  Drumhlait^  tli& 
'^-  modem  is  Drumblade,  which  fignifies  in  Gaettc, 
•^  hills  covered  with  corn,''  of  which  there  are  feveral  in. 
the  pari(h.  Dnimblade  lies  in  the  county  and  Synod  of  A- 
berdeen  and  the  Preibyterj  of  Turriffl  Its  foim  fomewhat 
refembles  the  body  of  a  fiddle  v  the  length  from  N.  to  S.  is- 
from  5  to  6,  the  breadth  from  £•  to  V/.  from  4  to  5,  and  the 
circumference  about  ift  miles*  It  is  bounded  by  the  pa- 
riflies  of  Forguc,  Inch,  Gartly  and  Himtlyj  by  the  two 
lafl  of  which,  it  is  interfered  in  fome  places.  The  furface 
is  compofed  of  fmall  hills  and  vaUxes,  Ibme  of  the  former 
are  corered  with  fir,  but  moft  are  arable.  The  vallies  pro- 
duce excellent  crops  where  properly  cukivated.  The  foil 
of  the  lad  13  a  deep  loam,  and  that  of  the  higher  ground  i^ 
thin,  but  fertile  ^  the  air  tolerably  (alubrious,  and  the  peo- 
ple generally  healthy. 

Atdtnals. — The  quadrupeds  are  horfes,  black  cattle,  iEeep,. 
hogs,  foxes,  hares,  polecats  and  badgers^     Birds  are  grouie, 
partridges,  plovers,  a.  few  wood-cocks,  Sccl     The  cattle 
are  not  of  an  uncommon  fize,  though  they  are  very  hardy 
and  f?rviceable.    Some  cows  bred  here  have  fold  at  L.  8^ 

and 
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and  oxen  at  L.  x6 ;  but  die  commoii  prices  are  greatlj  be« 
Icyw  diefe  fums,  ordinarjr  cows  feUing  firom  L.  4  to  L.  5, 
and  oxea  from  L.  6  to  L.  xo. 

JMSi^a&.-^There  is  plenty  of  coarfe  lime-ftone,  of  free* 
ftone,  (called  here  paify-whin,)  of  moorftbne,  and  indica- 
tions of  flate  \  there  being  inexhaoftible  quarries  of  that 
article  in  the  neighbourhood.  Some  few  chalybeate  fprings 
are  to  be  met  with,  but  weak  and  little  ufed. 

Pcr^«2irioi9.-*  According  to  tlie  returns  made  from  hence 
to  Dr  Webfter,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  parifli 
about  1750,  was  1125;  this  has  iince  diminiihedy  as  in 
X790  there  were  only  886  individuals,  of  whom  417  were 
males,  and  459  were  females.  Of  the  total  number,  8ia 
belonged  to  the  EftabEihed  Church  ;  40  were  Secedeis ; 
30  of  the  Epifcopa}  perfuafion,  and  4  Papiils.  Hie  annual 
ayerage  of  births  is  23^'y  of  deaths  20^;  and  of  mar- 
riages  4$.  The  population  in  178a,  was  876;  in  1783, 
89a  ;  in  1784^  887;  in  1786,  914  ;  in  1787, 903 ;  in  X788, 
B74.  The  caufes  of  thefe  alterations  are  young  men;  fuch 
as  mafons,  ihoemakers,  Wrights,  ihters,  &c.  going  abroad 
to  improve  themfelves  in  their  refpedive  crafts  *,  and  to 
the  enlifting  of  fome  in  the  army,  particularly  in  the  artil- 
lery. There  are  »oo  inhabited  houfes ;  the  property  of 
whidi  is  divided  among  four  heritors,  only  one  of  whouk 
jrefides. 

ProduffionSf  lie. — ^The  parifh  produces  aU  the  ordinary 
kinds  of  vegetables  in  the  fields  and  gardens*,  fuppUes  itfelf 
withprovifions,  and  exports  meal,  bear,  and  oats.  Sowing 
asBd  reaping  depend  much  upon  the  feafons.  Peafe  and 
oats  are  ibwn  (if  the  ground  be  dry  and  fit  for  the  feed} 
from  the  ift  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April  ^  barley  and 

common 
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cocnmoa  l^ear  from  the.laft  period*  till  Wbitiundfj.  Bar- 
ley, bear^  and  Peebles,  of  esflj  oats,  ar^  re^d  from  the 
end  of  Auguil  to  the  middle  of  Septepibery  common  oats 
to  the  end  of  0£k>ber  \  and  fometimes  in  very  late  feafonSp 
and  backward  weather,  the  harvcft  continues  till  the  be- 
ginning, nay  middle  of,  December,  as.  in  lyfta.  There 
may  be  about  400  acres  in  plantatians..  . .,  Each,  farm 
has  a  proportion  of  pafture^ground  iet.  apart  for  the 
cattle  and  flieep ;  and  it  mud  be  acknowledged  there  is 
too  much  wafte  ground.  ,  There  are  fome  inclofures  in  the 
pariih.^  but  the  greatejl  part  of  it  is  unindofed^  as  the 
people,  though .  feniible  of  the  benefits  of  incloQng,  cannot 
afford  ihq  outby  of  money  neceflary  for  that  purpofe. 

Rent^  Wages f  Isf  r.— ^Beft  arable  or  meadow  ground  lets  in 
general  at.  14  s.  or  15s.  the  acre  ;  inferior,  fromjs.  to  los. 
The  rent  of  the  whole  pari(h  is  above  L.  1622.  Landed 
property  is  not  often  changing.  The  daily  wages  of  a 
labourer  in  hufbandry  are  pd.;  in  harveft  firom  is. to 
I  s.  3  d.  -,  of  a  carpenter  i  s.  *,  of  a  mafon  i  S..3  d.*;  of  a 
{later  i  s.  2  d. ;  of  a  tailor  lo  d.  When  men  an4  women 
arc  employed  for  the  whole  year  in  hufbandry,  the  wages 
of  the  former  ?ire  from  L.  4  to  L.  6,  and  of  the  latter,  from 
L.  2  to  L.  2,  .10  s.  exclufive  of  vidhials  and  lodging,  with 
which  they  are  alfo  fupplied  by  their  mailers.  None  have 
been  obliged  to  leave  the  parifh  for  want  of  employment. 
The  fiiel  commonly  ufed  is  peat,  turf,  heath,  broom,  whins, 
(all  found  in  the  parifli),  and  Englifli  coal,  landed  at  Banff 
or  Portfoy-  There  is  a  very  fine  clay,  of  a  yellowifh 
brown  colour,  (called  here  clay-marl),  to  be  got  in  great 
quantities,  in  which  very  little  land  appears.  It  is  only 
ufed  as  a  compofl  for  manure,  or  is  laid  upon  grals-ground 
with  little  propriety  or  judgment. 
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Cburcif  ottpenjy  Poovj  Wr.-r-Hie  church. was  rebuilt  in 
1773.  The  former  church  had  been  built  in  thq  year  11 1  o, 
as^  appears  5^om  faifed  figures  iipion  one.  of  the  keep-ftohes 
of  the  eaft  end  5  and  the  appiBarance  of  the  work  feemed 
to  conirm  its  antiquity.  The  value  of  the  living,  includ- 
ing the  glebe,  is  L.  67  :  15  ;  8.  TheZarl  of  Kintore  is 
patron. .  The. number  of  poor  receiying  fuppor.t  from  the 
funds,  on  an  average  of  5  years,  is  12.  The  laft  year's  a- 
mount  of  the  contributions,  and  the  produce  of  alms,  lega- 
cies, and  all  the  other* funds  deftined  to  their  ufe, . was 
L.24  :  ID  :  5. 

MifcellantQUS  Olfervations. — The  general  fize  of  the  peo- 
ple is  from  5  feet  5  inches,  to  5.  feet  10  inches.  They  are 
not  remarkably  indolent  \  but  with  regard  to  induftry,  there 
is  room  for  improvement.  TKey  are  oeconomical,  live  fo- 
berly,  and  rather  poorly,  but  feem  tolerably  contented  with 
their  condition ;  are  humane,  and  difcover  their  humani- 
ty on  every  occafion.  The  having  a  little  more  the  com- 
inaod  of  money  at  firft  fetting  out  in  the  world, 
might  greatly  meliorate  their  condition.  The  roads  in 
this  pariih  are  not  in  good  repair,  on  account  of  the  clay 
foil,  the  want  of  gravel,  the  great  length  of  highway,  and 
the  {mall  number  of  people  to  look  after  it.  The  ilatute- 
laboor  is,  however,  exaded,  and  but  in  very  few  inflan^ces 
commuted.  There  are  no  turnpikes ;  the  general  opinion 
ieemiog  to  be  againft  them. 

AfUijuities. — There  are  three  tumuli  in  this  parifli ;  the 
largeft.  Meet-hillock,  is  near  Slioch,  where  King  Robert 
Bruce  encamped,  when  he  came  N.  in  purfuit  of  fome  of 
the  adherents  of  Cummine  Earl  of  Badenoch,  after  defeat- 
iug  that  nobleman  at  Inverurie.  A  fmall  hill  above  that 
tmnulns  is  called  to  this  day  Robin's  Height,  and  had  on  the 
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top  large  ftones,  with  infoipttons  on  tbem,  now  all  broken 
down  and  carried  awaj  \  at  leaft  none  are  at  prefent  to  be 
&en  above  the  ground.  Tradition  repor  s,  that  theie  three 
tumuli  were  raifed  bj  Bruce^s  armj,  as  pofb  of  communi- 
cation for  his  foldiers ;  and  the  orders  were  given  b j  the 
King  at  Meet-hillock.    None  of  them  have  been  opened. 

Famine  ih  Z78a.-«-The  crop  in  1781  almoft  totally  taSl" 
ed;  of  courfe  the  year  1783  would  have  proved  calami- 
tous in  the  htgheft  degree,  had  there  not  been  a  very  large 
fupply  of  peafe  procured  from  Norfolk,  which  was  fold  out 
twice  a-week,  at  prime  coll,  in  the  (malleft  quantities  called 
for.  There  was  alfo  barley  brought  from  Aberdeen,  and  re- 
tailed in  meal  by  private  adventurers.  During  thb  period 
none  died  of  want;  the  people  were  more  healthy  than  ufual; 
and  the  women  in  general  exerted  themfelves  fo  much  in 
fpinning,  and  fitting  up  at  their  work  every  other  night,  as 
to  produce  double  the  ufual  quantity  of  linen  yam,  thus  con- 
fributing  more  to  the  fupport  of  their  families  than  the 
men. 
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NUMBER    VII. 

PARISH   OF    SKENE. 

(County  of  Aberdeen.) 

By  tbt  Rfv.  Mr  Jam£s  Hogg. 


Name,  Situation,  Soil,  iSc, 

CcORDiKG  to  tradition  one  of  tke  progenitors  of  the 
prefent  laird  of  ,Skene  is  faid  to  have  killed  a  boar 
that  endangered  the  King's  life,  Malcolm  Kenmore,  with  a 
knife  or  dagger,  called  in  Gaelic,  a  Sh'an,  and  received 
as    reward  the  greater  part   of    the  lands    in    the  pa* 
<i(h.     Hence  the  name  of  the  family  of  Skene,  and  that  of 
the  parifh.     The  pariih  is  fituated  in  the  countj  of  Aber- 
deen, and  lies  from  6  to  12  meafured  miles  N.  W.  from 
the  town.    It  is  in  the  Sjnod  and  Prefbyterj  of  Aber- 
-deen.      Its  extent  in    circumference  is  nearly  from    20 
to    24    meafured   miles.       The    form   is    nearly    oval; 
the  length  is  6,  and  the  breadth  from  3  to  4. meafur- 
ed miles.     It  is  bounded  on  the  £•  by  the  pariflies  of  New- 
hills  and  PetercuUer ;   on  the  S.  by  Peterculter ;   on  the 
W.  by  Echt  and  Cluny  -,  on  the  N.  W.  by  Kemaay ;   and 
on  the  N.  by  Kintore  and  Kioelhr.    The  appearance  of  the 
country  b  hilly  and  rocky.     The  nature  of  the  foil  is  va- 
riofxs ;  the  predominant  quality  is  that  of  gravel.     Some 
fpots  are  fertile  enough,  others  very  barren.     The  air  is 
fofficiently  dry  and  healthy.     The    moft    prevalent    dif- 
tempers   are  fevers.      The    parifli  abounds  with  mineral 
fprings.    Thefe  might  be  rendered  ferviceable  in  fcorbutic 
Vol..  IV.  H  and 
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and  fcrophulous  difeafes ;  bi^t  they  are  rarely  applied  to 
for  relief.  The  tendency  which  the  lands  have  in  general 
to  minerals,  operates  to  their  difadvant^ge;  being  inimical  to 
vegetation,  and  quickly  confuming  manure  of  every  kind. 
There  is  a  lalf e  of  confiderable  extent,  t}ie  Jake  of  Skene, 
^bout  a  meafured  mile  in  length,  and  fomething  more 
than  3-4ths  in  breadth.  It  is  vifited,  efpccially  in  winter, 
by  duck,  geefe,  and  occafionally  by  fwans  -,  pike  and  eel 
in  great  abundance,  and  of  confiderable  fize  are  found  in  it. 
The  pike  is  *good,  I  believe,  at  all  feafons,  it  can  be  caught. 
The  eel  is  in  greateft  perfedion  towards  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, and  beginning  of  Odober,  when  it  quits  its  fum- 
mer-quarters,  and  proceeds  down  the  bum  which  fiows 
from  the  loch.  A  canal  from  the  lake  to  Aberdeen,  fit 
for  navigatiag  boats  of  an  ordinary  fize,  has  been  projeded. 
The  fcbeme  is  certainly  pradicable,  and  would,  if  carried 
into  execution,  be  of  confiderable  advantage  to  this  parifii, 
and  the  coimtry  around  it.  A  cut  of  about  i6  meafured 
miles  in  length,  through  a  country  fufficiently  flat  for  the  pur« 
pofe,  is  all  that  would  be  required,  without,  I  fliould  think, 
the  aid  of  almoft  a  fingle  lock.  But  the  country  mud  be  far- 
ther advanced  in  cultivation,  before  fuch  a  fcheme,  I  fuf- 
peA,  can  or  will  be  attempted.  The  hills  are  in  general 
green  and  rocky.  Moorftone  and  granite  are  tp  b^  foun4 
ia  abundance,  and  are  ufed  in  building. 

Po^tf/o/iofr.— -The  population  does  not  appear  to  be  ma- 
tcrially  different  from  what  it  was  lo  or  20  years  ago. 
Tliat  it  is  on  the  increafe,  manifeflly  appears  from  the  re- 
gillers  of  marriages  and  baptifins,  which  have  been  accurate- 
ly enough  kept.  ITae  population,  according  to  Dr  Wcb- 
iler,  was  1251.  About  the  1777,  it  was  1306.  In  1787^ 
it  was  1256.  The  amopnt  at  prefent,  is  1233,  of  which 
517a  are  males,  and  661  fenf^ales.    There  are  no  towns  nor 
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villages  in  the  pariih.     The  annual  average  of  births  from 
1740  to  1730,  was  39;   froux    1760  to  1770,  30;  from 
1780  to  i7SK^i  19-      The  annual  average  of  deaths  from 
1760  to  1770,  30  ;  from  1780  to  1790,  25.      The  annual 
average  of  marriages  from  1760  to  1770,  15  j  from   1780 
to  1790,  9. ,  The  ride  for  afcertaining  the  population  of 
any  pariih  or  diftrid,  (iiia.  bj  multiplying  the  numbqr  of 
births  by  26,  and  the  number  of  deaths  by  36),  does  not  * 
appear  to  be  at  all  accurate  \  nor  has  it  nearly  anTwered  ixi 
any  inftance  that  I  have  heard  of^  where  it  has  been  tried. 
The  number  of  fouls  under  10  years  of  age,  amounts  to 
335  ;  from  10  to  20|  is  274 ;  from  ao  to  50,  is  460  ;  from 
50  to  7O9  is  158  )  above  70,  and  below  100,  is  106.    lliere 
were  formerly  51  farms,  or  rather  ploughs,  in  the  p<irilfa. 
The  number  is  now  diminilbed.     A  farmer's  family,  at  an 
average,  may  confift  of  from  6  to  9  perfons.     There  are  2 
or  3  merchants,  and  14  or  15  tradefmen.     A  very  confi- 
derable  proportion  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  pariih 
are  natives  of  other  parifhes.     The  whole  pariih  is  of  the 
Eflabliihed  Church,  except  i  Seceder,  and  9  Roman  Catho* 
lies.    The  proportion  of  the  annual  births  to  the  whole  popu- 
lation is  nearly  as  i  to  65  ;  of  the  annual  maariages  to  the 
whole  population  as  i  to  137  ;  of  the  annual  deaths  to  the 
whole   population   nearly  as  x  to  49.       At  an  average, 
each  marriage  may  be  laid  to  produce  from  4  to  6  child- 
ren. 

ProduEHons  Agriculture^  \Sc, — Od  the  lahds  belonging  to 
Skene  mily  have  trees  been  hitherto  raifed.  No  plantations 
have  till  of  late  been  made,  and  even  that  to  no  great  extent,* 
nor  improvements  indeed  of  any  kind,  owing  to  invincible- 
obftruAions.  Coniidering  the  great  quantity  of  wafle  land 
in  the  pariih,  fit  only  for  bearing  trees,  the  negleft  of  culti- 
vating them  is  much  to  be  regretted.     Trees  of  all  kinds 
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tend  greatly  to  beautify  a  country,  and  prove  ttlthnaldjr 
highly  ure&l  and  profitable.  Afh,  plane,  pine,  coounon 
fir,  willow,  larix,  are  the  kinds  of  trees  which  are  princU 
pally  produced.  The  larix  is  only  of  kte  introduced  \  and 
it  feeros  to  thrive  better,  and  advance  &fter  than  any  other 
tree.  It  is  attended  with  this  fingular  advantage  too,  that 
it  thrives  almoft  in  any  foil,  and  in  any  fituation.  Horfrs, 
bbck  cattle,  and  (heep,  are  the  animals  which  the  parifh 
produces.  The  number  of  cattle  amounts  to  1x85 ;  of  fiieep 
to  iicj^of  horfes,toi99.  The  number  of  acres  may  pcffibly 
be,  at  an  average,  above  8oco :  Of  thefe,  about  2300  are  cal* 
led  infield;  about  3056  outfield;  about  1640  pafture-ground;. 
534  mofs,  and  about  520  moor-groimd.  The  greater  part 
of  the  arable  ground  is  employed  in  raifing  oats  and  bear. 
A  middling  farm  will  fow  about  36  or  40  bolls  of  oats, 
and  from  4  to  6  bolls  of  bear.  Wheat,  rye,  hemp,  flax, 
are  not  cultivated  in  this  comer.  About  64  acres  only 
are  employed  in  raifing  turnip  and  potatoes.  The  artifi- 
cial grafies  occupy  about  490  acres.  The  parifli  for  the 
moft  part  fupplies  itfelf  with  articles  of  provifion,  and 
rarely  imports  or  exports.  Oats  in  general  are  fowa. 
towards  the  middle  and  end  of  April,  and  reaped 
in  OSober.  Bear  is  fown  about  the  beginning  of  May,. 
and  reaped  in  general  in  September.  Turnip  are  fown  to- 
wards the  end  of  June.  About  135  or  140  acres  are  em« 
ployed  iu  raifing  fored-trees.  The  valued  rent  of  the  pa« 
riih  is  L.  2500  :  16  :  8  Scots.  —  The  neighbourhood  of 
Aberden  is  advantageous  to  the  parifli,  where  it  finds  a 
ready  market  for  every  article  of  produce  ;  and  has  but  a 
moderate  diftance  to  carry  lime,  &c.  in  return,  for  rnanu^ 
ring  its  fielis.  Among  its  difadvantages,  are  to  be  num- 
bered its  difficulty  of  improvement,  (being,  in  general  full> 
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•f  both  rodu  and  floneB,  and  a  omfideraUe  part  of  k  wet 
and  ipoagy),  the  imall  progxds  which  agriculture  liath  fai*- 
dierto  made,  and  I  maj  add  the  quantity  of  aooft  in  the  pa- 
liih.  The  laft  aflertion  may  s^pear  paradoxical.  It  is  x^t* 
▼erthele&  true :  For  till  the  lands  beloogiAg  to  the  town  ^ 
Aberdeen  werefeued,  the  greater^umber  of  the  fubtenants, 
and  many  even  pf  the  tenants  upon  thefe  lands,  employed 
a  great  past  af  their  time  in  digging  and  driving  pes^  to 
Aberdeen,  to  the  almoft  total  negleft  of  the  cultivation  jof 
their  fields,  without  deriving  in  return  any  proportionabk 
compeniationr 

Stipend^  Churchy  Poor,  Wr.  —  The  ftipend,  include 
ing  the  glebie,  is  from  L.  70  to  L.  80  Sterling,  Mr  Skene 
of  Skene  is  patron.  When  the  church  was  built  nobody 
knows.  It  is  very  old,  and  has  not  been  repaired  for  a 
long  time  pall.  The  manfe  was  built  in  the  year  l^^g* 
There  are  4  heritors  in  the  parlfh,  two  of  whom  only  re- 
fide,  and  one  of  thefe  but  occa&onally.  The  number  of 
poor  receiving  alms  is  at  prefent  24.  The  annual  amount 
of  the  contributions  for  their  relief  Is  about  L.  11,  xc  s. 
Sterling.     The  produce  of  legacies  is  L.  6,  10  s.  Sterling. 

IVa^s,  Fuel,  lie. — ^The  wages  of  a  day-labourer,  in  huf- 
"btndry  and  other  work^  are  from  8  d.  to  x  s.  i  a  car- 
penter'a  from  is.  to  1  s.  a d. ;  a  mafou's  about  is.  6d. ; 
a  taylar*s  about  8d.  or  9d.;  a  fmith's  about  19*  id.  or  is. 
ad.  The  only  fuel  ufed  in  the  pariib  is  peat :  The  mof- 
ies  in  this  country,  in  general,  are  fiill  of  the  roots  of 
trees  -,  an*  evidiuit  proof,  that  it  has  been  formerly  m\3ch 
more  covered  with  wood  tlxan  it  is  at  prefent.  The 
tvees  commonly  found  in  our  mOfTes  are  oak,  alicr,  elm,  ha- 
zel 
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ud  and  commoit  fir}  the  oak  predominates.  The  nfiiiU 
wages  of  niak*fervants  are  from  L.  4  to  L.  6  a^year,  and 
of  •female-iervants  from  L.  a  ta  L.  3  Sterling.  The  kind 
of  pIoQgfay  generally  made  ufe  of,  is  the  common  Scotch 
plough.    There  are  140  carts  \  osdj  1  cfaaife« 

.  Aiuiqmaies.^'Bt&dcs  a  Druidical  tempksy  pretty  en« 
tirey  and  a  number  of  barrows  or  tumuli,  there  are, 
on  a  moor  covered  with  barrows^  about  an  Engliih 
mile  S.  of  the  church,  evident  traces  of  an  encampment  r 
near  which  is  a  very  large  collection  of  ftones  or  a  caim^ 
About  3-4ths  of  a  mile  N.  £•  of  the  church,  on  the  top  of 
a  hill,  are  the  remains  of  a  wall,  whidi  appear  to  have 
been  formerly  reforted  to  as  a  place  of  ftrength. 

Mifcillaneoiis  ObJervations^'^^The  fpiritfor  indullry  (eems 
at  hA .  to  be  roufing.  Improvements  of  every  kind  are 
progreflive  in  their  nature,  and  require  time  and  encourage* 
ment  to  bring  cbem  to  any  degree  of  perfection.  They 
are  on  their  progrefs  northward  j  and  he  who  ihall  ac- 
celerate it,  well  deferves  to  be  accounted  by  his  country  a 
*  public  benefactor «  The  date  of  the  roads  is  only  tplerable ; 
there  are  no  turnpikes,  and  the  opinion  of  the  country 
ibems,  in  general,  to  be  againft  them.  Several  bridges, 
that  were  very  much  wanted,  have  been  ere^d,  In- 
clofing  of  land  is  going  on  faft ;  the  rent  of  infield  land,  in 
general,  may,  at  an  average,  be  148.  or  x6s.  the  acre ^ 
outfield  about  as.  6d.  pafture  6d.  The  rent  of  a  mid- 
dling &rm  may  be,  at  an  average,  from  L.  25  to  L.  30 
Sterling.  The  number  of  fiirms  in  the  parifh  is  diminiih- 
ing.  The  improvements  carrying  on  by  one  heritor,  and 
the  felling,  of  late,  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  town  of 
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Aberdeen,  maj  be  afligned  as  the  cauiie ;  hj  which  lafi,  31 
ploughs  haye  been  reduced  to  14  ;  but  the  rents  have  con- 
fiderably  encreafed,  and  a  fpirit  of  improvement  has  been 
excited*  The  fituation  of  the  pariib  in  1783  aod  1783 
was,  as  I  have  been  informed,  very  wretched ;  and  had 
pot  the  peace,  at  that  critical  period,  taken  place,  a  fii- 
mine,  it  is  believed,  mt^,  in  this  oonntrj-  in  general,  have 
inevitably  enfoed.  The  peafe,  which  had  been  bought  up 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fl^et,  were  imported  in  great  quantities 
into  Scotland;  and  this  fupplj,  along  with  the  laudable  ex- 
ertions of  communities  and  individuals,  proved,  under  Pro* 
Vidence,  the  means  of  faving  the  country. 
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17  UMBER  Vin. 
PARISH  OF  ABERLOUR. 
(CovNTY  OF  Banff.) 

S^  the  R&o.  Mr  James  Thomson. 

m   mm      ,m^,t^ ,     -i  ,    ■  M^   ■  ■  -  ■    ■!    ■  ■  ■—    ■■  . 

Name^  Siiuation^  Extent »  Surface  and  Soil. 

TH  £  ancient  name  of  this  pariQi  was  Skirdufiaut  fo 
called  from  its  tutelary  faint,  Duftan.  Its  modem 
fiame  is  Merlour^  derived  from  its  local  fituation ;  being 
fitnated  at  the  mouth  of  a  noify  bum,  where  it  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  Spej.  It  lies  in  the  weftem  part  of  the 
county  of  Banff,  about  20  computed  miles  W.  of  the  coun- 
ty-town, 10  S.  of  fJgin,  and  12  S.  £.  ^  Forres.  It 
gives  Aame  to  the  prefbytery  to  which  it  belongs,  being 
the  prelbytery-feat',  and  pertains  to  the  Synod  of  Murray. 
The  figure  of  the  pariib  refembles  a  wedge,  being  broad* 
er  at  the  weft  end,  and  growing  gradually  narrow^ 
towards  the  E.  Its  length  from  E.  to  W.  is  about  6 
Scotch  miles ;  its  breadth  from  S.  to  N.  at  the  weft  end, 
about  5  Scotch  miles ;  about  the  middle,  between  2  and  3, 
but  at  the  eaft  end  it  Will  not  exceed  an  Englifli  mile. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  S.  and  S.  E.  by  the  parifti  of  Mort- 
iack,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  a  fmall  rivulet  and  a 
range  of  hills  called  the  Convals  -,  it  is  bounded  on  the  £* 
by  the  pariib  of  Boharm,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a 
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fmall  liver  called  Fiddich ;  on  the  N.  by  the  pariih  of 
Rothes,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  river  Spey ; 
on  the  N  W.  by  the  parifli  of  Knockandowi  from  which 
it  is  aKo  feparated  by  the  river  Spey ;  and  on  the  W. 
and  S  W.  by  the  pariih  of  Inveraven,  from  which  it  is 
divided  by  a  hill  called  the  Drum  of  CarroD,  the  fmall 
water  of  Tarvey,  and  the  hill  of  AUachoynachan,  upon 
which  the  battle  between  the  Earls  of  Argyle  and  Huntly, 
commonly  called  the  battle  of  Glenlivat,  was  fought. 
The  appearance  of  the  pariih  is  various ;  that  part  of  it 
which  lies  N  W.  N.  and  E,  and  runs  along  Spey  and  Fid- 
dich, is  flat )  that  which  lies  towards  the  S  E.  and 
S  W.  is  hilly.  In  the  middle  of  the  parifh  ftands  the 
high  mountain  of  Belrinnes,  from  the  top  of  which  you 
can,  in  a  clear  day,  fee  as  far  S.  as  the  Grampian  hills,  and 
as  &r  N.  and  E.  as  the  mountains  of  Rofs,  Sutherland  and 
Caithnefs.  The  foil  towards  the  river  is  light,  and  when 
you  dig  to  any  depths  a  flratum  of  fand.  That^which  is 
towards  the  hills  is  deep,  and  a  clay  bottom.  But  both  the 
one  and  the  other  are  abundantly  fruitful  when  properly 
clutivated. 

Rivers^  lie, — Befides  the  Spey  and  Fiddich,  there  are 
a  good  number  of  fmall  rivulets  or  bums,  which  abound 
with  trout  and  eel,  as  do  Spey  and  Fiddich  \  in  the  for- 
mer of  which  confiderable  numbers  of  falmon  ufed  to  be 
caught;  and  for  a  liberty  of  catching  them  with  rods, 
dikes  or  cairns,  the  tenants,  along  the  rivet- fide^  paid  to 
their  refpe^ve  heritors  a  certain  yearly  rent,  which  was 
called  water-rent.  But,  of  late  years,  the  quantity  of  fal- 
mon caught  within  the  bounds  of  this  pariih  is  greatly  di- 
miniihed,  in  confequence  of  a  prccels  between  the  Duke  of 
Gordon  and  the  upper  heritors,  wherein  it  was  found, 
that  the  Duke  had  a  title  to  raife  cruives  acrols  the  river, 
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under  certain  regulations,  and  with  what  thej  call  the  Son- 
day's  deep;  the  few  that  are  ftUl  caught  are  fidid  within  die 
parilh,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feafon,  at  4d.  the  lb,  and 
not  below  2d.  at  any  feafon.  Within  thefe  24  years  paft^ 
there  have  been  more  frequent  overflowings  of  the  Speyt 
than  are  remembered  before  that,  by  the  oldeft  man  aKve, 
and  whereby  the  adjacent  fields  have  been  much  damaged. 
In  September  1768,  efpecially,  the  river  rofe  about  18 
feet  perpendicular  above  the  channel,  overflowed  the 
fields,  carried  along  with  its  ftream  the  cut  com,  and 
large  trees  torn  up  by  the  roots,  buried  the  com  which 
was  not  cut  under  a  bed  of  land  above  30  inches  deep, 
and  left  the  ialmon  dead  on  the  fields,  at  die  difiance 
of  above  100  yards  from  the  bed  of  the  river:  There 
have  been  fundry  extraordinary  fwelliags  of  the  river 
fince  that  time,  but  never  to  fuch  a  prodigious  pitch,  aU 
though  the  rains  have  been  greater,  and  of  longer  dura* 
tion,  in  the  low  country  j  frym  which  it  has  been  con- 
cluded, that  the  inundation  in  1768  was  occafioned  hy 
water-fpouts  on  the  hills. 

Produce. — Though  the  parilh  is  rather  calculated  for  grain 
than  for  paflure,  it  rears  fuffident  black  catde,  iheep 
and  hogs  ;  not  only  fupplying  itfelf,  but  fending  to 
market.  Some  of  the  beft  farmers  alfo  bring  up  horfes 
fit  for  faddle  and  draught ;  and  although  the  diftrid  can- 
not be  (aid  to  be  famous  for  breeding  horfes,  black  cattle 
or  flieep  of  fuperior  qualities,  yet  there  are,  of  each  kind^ 
fome  raifed,  which  are  efleemed  very  handfome,  and  wdl 
ihaped,  for  which  the  owners  draw  for  horfes  from  L.  15 
to  L.  20  Sterling  ;  for  cows  from  L.  5  to  L.  9  Stezixng^ 
for  uaxofrom  L.  8  to  L.  za,  and  for  iheep  ten  guineas 
the  fcore.  And  as  the  pariih  has  thefe  ufeful  animals,  it 
wants  not  thofe  that  are  noxious  \  fuch  as,  foxes,  badgers, 
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octexsy  Slc.  It'  is  alfo  ftored  with  fowls  and  birds.  Be« 
ing  a  highland  country,  abounding  with  woods,  and  al- 
jBoft  furroonded  with  hills,  there  are  muirfowls,  pa- 
tridgest  plovers,  Ihipes,  lapwings,  cormorants,  hawks, 
magpiesy  and  [woodcocks  at  their  feafon  ;  fometimes 
eagles  are  feen  upon  Belrinnes,  and  fome  of  their  feathers 
are  found  there  ;  the  night  owl  alfo  ihows  itfelf.  The 
migratory  birds  are  the  cuckoo,  which  appears  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  and  difappears  in  Augiift  \  the  lap- 
wing, about  the  month  of  March,  and  is  feldom  feen 
after  the  end  of  July;  the  fwallow  about  the  firft  of 
June,  and  difappears  in  the  end  of  July ;  the  wood- 
cock about  Odober,  and  is  fcarce  feen  after  April.— The 
pariih  produces  grain  of  aU  forts,  with  any  due  culture ; 
and  not  only  fupplies  itfelf,  but  fells  oats,  meal  and 
barley,  fometimes  to  the  highlands,  and  fometimes  for 
exportation.  It  has  alfo  abundance  of  barren  timber,  ef- 
pecially  oak«  allar  and  birch,  which  grow  naturally  in  large 
woods,  and  fome  plantations  of  firs  are  lately  planted .  There 
are  aKo  fruit-trees,  fuch  as  apple,  pear,  cherry  trees,  &:c. 
in  fome  gardens.  Turnip  and  potatoes  begin  now  to  be 
raifed  on  every  £u:m,  though,  being  but  lately  introduced, 
in  fmall  quantities.  The  pradice  of  planting  cabbage  in 
the  fields  has  not  got  in  here  \  nor  is  it  likely,  that  it  will 
be  introduced  foon,  as  almofl  all  the  fields  are  without 
any  fence ;  and  winter  herding  is  not  pradifed.  There 
is  aUb  fome  flax  raifed,  but  no  hemp;  and  no  great  quan- 
tities of  fown  grafs. 

Popukuum. — ^According  to  Dr  Webfler's  flate  of  the  po- 
pulation, the  number  of  inhabitants  was  loio.  Th6re  are, 
at  prefent,  about  920  fouls ;  about  450  males,  and  470  fe- 
males. The  births  and  deaths  bear  not  the  ordinary  pro- 
jKYTtion  to  tb^  population.     By  fuxnming  up  the  baptifinos 
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find  burials  for  20  years,  it  appears,  that  the  baptifms  are, 
at  an  average,  25,  deaths  13,  and  marriages  8.  Thoagli 
there  are  fcarce  any  remarkable  for  longevity,  yet  the 
people  are  generally  healthy,  and,  a  few  excepted,  who  are 
carried  off  by  fmall  pox  and  confumptions,  arrive  at 
the  age  of  70,  80,  and  not  a  few  at  84.  The  whole 
are  of  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  except  about  10  or  11, 
who  arc  Roman  Catholics.  The  inhabitants,  except  a  ve- 
ry fcrw  fervants  and  cottagers  who  come  from  Strathfpey 
and  Badenoch,  are  natives,  defcended  from  anceftors  who 
have  lived  in  the  parifh  for  many  generations  ;  and  as  there 
are  very  few  who  come  from  other  places,  fo  there  are 
as  few  who  leave  the  pari(h :  For  fince  the  year  1782, 
when  there  were  whole  families  emigrating  from  the  neigh- 
bouring pariihes  to  North  America,  none,  except  a  few 
afpiring  young  men,  who  have  had  a  more  liberal  educaticm 
than  their  neighbours,  have  left  this  pariOi,  and  gone,  fome 
to  London,  fome  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands.  There  is  but 
one  redding  heritor. 

Churchy  Stipend^  Poor^  Wr.— The  church  ieems  to  be 
very  old,  and  was  repaired  in  1 786.  The  ftipend  till  the 
year  1772  was  only  L.  50 ;  but  at  that  period  the  Earl  of 
Fife,  as  patron;  without  any  application  from  the  incum- 
bent, or  any  in  his  name,  with  a  generofity  worthy  of  his 
Lordfliip,  propofed  an  augmentation  of  the  ftipend,  and 
delired  the  incumbent  to  name  what  augmentation  he 
jthought  the  minifter  of  Aberlour  ought  to  have;  who, 
with  the  advice  of  the  preft)ytery,  propofed  L.  8 :  6  :  8 
Sterling,  of  money,  with  18  bolls  of  oat-meal,  at  8  ftone 
the  boll,  which  hb  Lordfliip  agreed  to,  and  obtuned  a  de- 
preet,  without  any  expence  to  the  incumbent :  So  that,  at 
prcfent,  the  ftipend  is  L.  58  :  6  :  8  of  money,  and  18  bolls 
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of  meal,  with  about  a  little  more  than  5  acres  of  arable 
ground  for  a  glebe,  little  more  than  an  acre  of  gra&,  z 
manfey  garden  and  offices.  The  funds  for  the  poor  are 
not  great,  though  the  number  on-  the  poor's  roll  is  con- 
fiderable,  there  being  juft  now  about  30.  There  is  a  mor- 
tification of  3t  bolls  of  meal,  at  9  ftone  the  boU,  payable 
jearlj  off  a  fmall  farm.  One  hundred  merks,  befides, 
were  mortified  by  a  farmer  of  the  name  of  M'Erron  ; 
another  hundred  merks  by  one  of  the  name  of  Green ; 
both  which  fums,  with  any  favings  made  in  years  of 
plenty,  are  lent  out  upon  intereft,  and  amount  now  to 
about  L.80  Sterling  of  capital.  The  annualrent  of  this, 
with  the  above  mentioned  mortified  meal,  the  weekly  col- 
lections, amounting  to  about  %  s.  Sterling,  at  an  average, 
each  Sabbath,  with  the  produce  of  the  mort  cloth,  and 
any  fines  for  immoralities,  are  all  the  funds  for  alTifting  this 
numerous  roll.  Indeed,  in  1 782,  it  was  neceflary,  by  rea- 
(bn  of  the  fcarclty,  to  diminifli  the  capital ;  but  fince  that 
time  it  has  been  raifed  to  what  it  is  at  prefent. 

Price  ofProvifions  and  Ijihour* — The  prices  of  vi£hials 
and  clothing  are  greatly  raifed  within  thefe  20  years  pafl. 
Meal,  whidi  before  that  period,  would  have  been  bought 
at  8  s.  4  d.  the  boll,  now  fells  at  11  s.  or  12  s.  *,  beef,  which 
fbrmeriy  fold  at  lid.  a-pound,  now  gives  3d.  or  4  d.; 
eggs,  which  were  bought  at  z  d.  for  14,  cod  now  i4-  d. 
for  12;  and  fiib,  which  would  have  been  bought  at  5  d. 
the  dozen,  now  coft  i  s.  j  fo  in  proportion  with  refpefl 
to  every  fort  of  provifions.  The  fame  proportion  holds 
with  refped  to  clothes  and  ihoes  ;  yet  the  people  feem  fa« 
tisfied  with  their  condition,  live  very  comfortably,  being 
generally  very  induflrious,  and  receive  a  proportional  high 
price  for  any  commodity  they  bring  to  market  \   and  the 
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UbooriAg  people  and  Cervants  haye  nearly  4oable  tbe 
wages  of  what  they  had  about  lo  yean  ago*  A  daj- 
kbottrer  gets  his  viduak  and  6d*  a-day,  at  anyiealba; 
in hanreA,  lo d.  and  is.  A  man-fenrant,  who  can  ooly 
drive  a  cart-horfe,  is  allowed  L.4  yearly;  and  he  who 
can  plow  and  fow,  gets  L.  5  or  L.  6.  A  woman-fervant 
gets  Ifi  a-year. 
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NUMBER   IX. 
PARISH    OF    ROSENEATH. 

(County   of  Dunbarton.) 
By  ibe  Rev  Mr  George  Drummokd. 

Name^  Siuaiionf  SoUf  ifc, 

THE  ancient  name  of  the  parifli  was  Roffkachoicbf 
which  is  a  Gaelic  word,  fignifying  the  *^  Virgin's 
"  Promontory."  The  parilh  is  fituated  in  the  moft  wefterlj 
part  of  Dunbarton-fliire,  in  the  Sjnod  of  Glafgow  and 
Air.  It  is  a  peniafula,  nearlj  in  the  form  of  a  parallelo- 
gram, being  about  7  miles  long  and  a  broad,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  land-fide  towards  the  N.  by  the  pariih  of  Row,  on 
the  W.  by  Lochlobg,  on  the  S.  by  the  frith  of  Clyde,  and 
on  the  £.  by  Gairloch.  It  is  a  continued  ridge  of  rifing 
ground,  without  any  high  hill  or  mountain,  although  fome 
yarts  of  it  are  rocky.  The  higher  grounds  are  covered 
with  heath  \  but  the  lands  near  the  (hore  are  green.  The 
foil  b  various,  part  of  it  being  fertile,  and  part  barren  f 
part  of  it  deep,  and*  part  (hallow.  The  air  is  naturally 
dry,  but  is  frequently  moiftened  with  ihowers.  It  is  in  ge- 
neral healthy.  There  are  feveral  Imall  rivulets ;  but,  &om 
die  fituatioQ  of  the  parifh,  no  large  rivers.  We  have  a  lake 
of  about  a  mile  vol  circumference,  that  abounds  with  perch. 

Coqft, 


72  Statijlical  Account 

Coajl^  Fijberiis^  irfr^The  extent  of  coaft  is  about  13 
miles.  The  fliore  is  in  feme  places  flat  and  landy>  but 
in  general  rocky  and  low.  The  filli  commonly  caught 
are  herring,  cod,  mackerel,  ikate,  flounders  and  ^(almon. 
Salmon  are  feld  from  z  d.  to  3  d.  a*pound<  The  other  fifh 
are  fold  by  guels  or  number,  according  to  their  fize.  The 
(almon  and  herrings  are  caught  with  nets ;  the  other  fifh 
with  lines.  Greenock  and  Glafgow  are  the  markets  in 
Which  the  fiih  caught  here  are  generally  fold.  There  b  a 
ilrong  current  in  the  Gairloch^  between  the  pariflies  of  Rofe- 
neath  and  Row,  oppofite  to  the  church  of  Row,  where  there 
is  a  ferry.  There  are  two  bays  on  the  coaft,  one  called 'Call- 
wattie,and  the  other  Campfoil ;  in  which  laft  there  is  good 
anchorage,  and  fafe  harbour  for  (hips  of  any  burden.  In 
the  Duke  of  Argyle's  park  there  is  a  remarkable  rock, 
which,  though  now  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
ihore,  bears  evident  marks  of  having  been  waibed  by  the 
fea.  Its  greatcll  perpendicular  height  is  34  feet.  It  is- 
called  Wallace's  Loup,  1.  e.  Leap,  from  a  tradition,  that  the 
renowned  Wallace,  being  clofely  purfued  by  a  party  of  Ws 
enemies,  jumped  down  this  rock  on  horfeback,  and  efcaped 
nnhurt ;  but  his  horfe  was  killed  by  the  fall,  and  was  bu- 
ried at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  where  his  grave  is  fbewn. 

Produce^  Rentf  i^c, — The  average  produce  of  an  acre  is  not 
eafily  eflimated,  both  from  the  farmers  being  backward  ijx 
difclofing  their  afllairs,  and  from  a  want  of  knowing  the 
number  of  acres  in  the  parifli.  The  parilh  could  fiifficient- 
ly  fupply  its  inhabitants  with  provifions,  if  they  were  not 
obliged  to  fell  the  produce  for  ready  money,  in  order  to 
pay  their  rents :  When  this  b  the  cafe,  they  are  under  the 
necef&ty  of  bujdng  provifions  again  for  their  own  fupport*; 
the  purchafe-money  for  which  arifes  from  the .  profits  of 
|he  herring-fifliery.     The  land-rent  of  the  parilh  is  about 
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L.  tooo  Sterlbg.  The  amiual  rent  of  a  cottage  and  yard 
is  firom  lo  s*  to  20  s.  One  (almon-fiiherjy  with  a  piece  of 
ground,  lets  for  L.  30  a>7ear«  The  Duke  of  Argyle  has 
dilcovered  a  flate-quarry  in  this  parifh,  which  at  prefent 
promil^s  pretty  well.  Several  thonfand  flates  are  already 
dog  oat,  formed,  and  ihaped  for  ofe. 

Pc^^w&ftoii.— -According  to  Dr  Webiler,  the  i^umbcr  of 
the  people  was  521.    At  pre&nt,  there  are 


Under  10  years, 

54 

Smiths, 

3 

Between  10  &  2o» 

61 

Shoemakers, 

4 

<40 

Tailors, 

5 

xoa 

Carpenters  and  appren** 

Above  70 

16 

tices, 

6 

Seamen, 

6 

Total, 

394 

Herring-fifliermen, 

96 

Salmon-filhermen, 

2 

Males  above  xo  yea^s. 

x8o 

Ferrymen, 

2 

Females  ditto, 

160 

Houfehold  fervants. 

22 

Farmen, 

48 

Seceders, 

5 

Weavers, 

7 

Cameronians,^ 

14 

I 
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TABLE   of  Marriages,  Births  and  Deaths,  £rom  Ja* 
noarj  1780,  to  ditto  1790. 

Tears.  Marriagtu  BMhi^  Deaiis. 


1780, 

-   -  5 

16 

3 

'?7«i. 

6 

»3 

4 

178*, 

5' 

.   i(J    - 

9 

»783. 

4 

14 

5 

1784. 

-.4 

19 

4 

i7«5. 

s 

-    18 

•   6 

1786, 

7 

li 

I 

1787, 

5 

14 

4 

J  788, 

-   6 

17   - 

10 

1789, 

.,     8    . 

14 

s 

Average,      -        5*  *5  5 

There  are  98  houfes  in  the  pariih,  all  which  are  detach- 
ed, there  bebg  no  towns  nor  villages.  The  proportion  of 
bachelors  to  married  men  and  widowers,  is  as  a  to  3.  Ead^ 
marriage  produces,  at  an  average^  nearly  3  children.  The 
decreafe  in  the  population,  from  what  it  was  40  years  ago, 
is  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  atua£Uon  of  i^eighbouring  mana* 
faftures,*but  is  owing  partly  to  one  proprietor  having  taken 
into  his  own  pofieilion  (bme  fitrms  upon  which  feveral 
families  formerly  lived,  and  partly  to  fome  other  farms 
being  let  to  fewer  tenants  •,  yet«  even  at  prefent,  we  are 
ftocked  with  inhabitants. 

Churchy  Reboot,  Poor^  (^r.— The  church  was  rebuik  in 
'^^%o  \  the  manfe  in  1770.  The  fiipend  is  moftly  paid  in 
visual ;  and,  at  an  average,  including  the  glebe,  may  be 
eftimated  at  L.  zxo  Sterling.    The  Duke  of  Argyle  is  pa« 
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troll.  Th^  namber  of  heritors  ia  3 ;  2  of  them  reiide 
cooflandy  in  the  p^rifh  \  and  fometimes  tiie  Duke  of  Ar- 
gjle,  who  is.  the  chief  proprietor.  The  fchoolmafter's  fa* 
lary  is  L.  8,  9  s.  Sterling ;  average  of  fees  and  perquifites^  ' 
L.  89  73.;  number  of  icholars  in  winter,  38 ;  at  other 
dmes  £ewer.  The  quartet-fees  for  reading  are  z  s. ;  for 
reading  and  writing,  1  s  6  d.;  for  reading,  writing,  and  a* 
rithmetic,  2 s. ;  for  Latin,  as.  6 d. ;  but  which  lail  has  not 
been  tau^t  for  feveral  jears.  The  number  of  poor  is  13. 
The  annual  amount  of  contributions  for  their  relief,  in* 
eluding  the  intereft  of  the  parochial  funds,  is  L.  x8  Ster- 
ling. 

Price  of  Prffvifiotu  anJLabgur^  ifc. — ^The  prefent  current 
prices  of  beef  and  veal,  are  from  jd.  to  7  d.  the  pound ; 
fbrmerlj  they  were  from  af  d.  to  4d.  the  pound  ;  mutton 
and  lamb,  at  prefent,  from  4  d.  to  6  d.  a-pound  j  formerly 
2  d.  to  3i  d.  the  pound.     A   hen,  which  now  fislls  at  i  s. 
fold  formerly  at  4  d. ;  a  chicken,  now  4  d.  and  5  d.  fold 
formerly  for  2  d. ;   butter,  at  prefent  from  9  d.  to  i  s.  the 
pound,  formerly  at  3t  d.  and  4  d.^  Ikimmed-milk  cbeefe,  at 
prefent  3  d.  formerly  i^  d.  the  pound.     Barley  feUs  now 
at  15  s.  a-boll,  Oonbarton-flure,  8  ftone  the  boll,  which  is 
ji^peck  and  a  half  larger  than  Linlithgow  meafure^   for« 
merly  it  fold  at  9  s.  or  10  s.  \   oats,  at  prefent  13  s.  a-boll, 
formerly  85.    A  common  labourer's  wages  a-day,  without 
vi&uals,  are  from  xo  d.  to  i  s.  and  is.  ad.;  a  carpenter  or 
Wright,  a  s.  a-day  -,  a  mafon,  a  s.  a-day ;  a  tailor^  8  d.  a-day 
and  his  meat.    Peats  are  the  common  fiiel  ufed  here  ;  fome 
few  families  ufe  coab,  which  are  brought  by  water  down 
theriver  Clyde,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Glafgow. 
The  price  of  theni^at  the  ihote  here,  including  freight,  &c. 
is  5  s.  the  cart.    The  cart  fhould  be  1200  weight.     Peats 
are  fold  at  6  d.  the  creel.    The  average  expence  of  a  com- 
mon 
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moti  labourer  and  hid  wife  may  Be  eftimated  at  L»  1 1  SCe^ 
ling  yearly:  Many  of  them  have  afhially  btoogfatiip 
pretty  large  families  upon  the  wages  they  receive^  aad  that 
without  running  much  ia  debt. 

MifciOaneoui  ObftnMions.r^Thein  are  no  ak-houIiBS,  bat 
plenty  of  whifky-heufeSy  here,  whidi  are  ralher  unfriendly 
to  the  morals  of  the  peo^.  Twelve  new  hoofes  have 
been  built  withki  thele  lo  years  {  for  eadi  of  thefe,  es« 
cept  3,  an  old  houfe  has  been  pulled  down.  There  arc  al- 
moft  no  cottagers  employed  in  agriculture,  unlefs  by  the 
Duke  of  Argyle.  It  is  .(Ufficuk  to  fay  whether  it  is  better 
to  employ  them  or  hired  fervants.  It  is  believed^  that  the 
cheapeft  and  mod  expeditious  method  of  cart ying  on  work 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  letting  it  by  the  piece,  when 
it  can  be  done  fo.  For  thefe  lo  years  and  ii^wards^no  perfoi^ 
whatever,  refiding  within  this  paxiih,  has  been  imprilbned, 
except  one  poor  man  a  fhort  time  for  a  {jinall  debt.  Here  rats 
cannot  exift :  Many  .of  thefe  have,  at  different  times,  been 
accidentally  imported  from  veflels-  fying  upon  the  ihore ; 
but  were  never  known  to  live  12  months  in  the  place. 
From  a  prevailing  opinion,  that  the  foil  of  thi&  parifli  is 
hoftile  to  that  animal,  fome  years  ago,  a  Weft  India  planter 
.  aAually  carried  out  to  Jamaica  fev«ral  caiks  of  Rofeneath 
earth,  with  a  view  to  kill  die  rats  that  were  deflroying  hb 
fugar-canes.  It  is  faid  this  had  not  the  defired  eflbA ;  fo 
we  loft  a  very  valuable  export.  Had  the  experiment  fuc- 
ceeded,  this  would  have  been  a  new  and  profitable  trade 
for  the  proprietors;  but  perhaps,  by.  this  time,  the  pariih  of 
Rofeneath  might  have  been  no  more. 
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NUMBER   t. 
PARISH   OF    DRAINY. 
(CoONTY  OF   Elgin.) 
Sj  tie  Rev.  Mr  Lewis  Gorook. 

Shuaticfif  Extent f  N^me  and  SoU. 

THE  parifli  of  Drain/  is  fituated  in  the  Sjnod  of  Me* 
fajt  the  count  J  and  preibyteiy  of  Elgin,  and  about 
6  meafttttd  miles  fron^  the  rojal  borough  of  that  name. 
It  is  a  peninfula,  firetdiing  £•  and  W.  along  the  coafl,  a- 
bottt.  %  meafored  miles  in  its  greateft  breadth^  and  4  in  its 
gftatcft  length ;  bounded  on  the  N.  by  the  Moray  frith  y 
on  the  S.  by  the  lake  of  Spynie,  which  feparates  it  from 
the  pariih  of  Spynie ;  on  the  £•  by  the  river  of  Lofiie, 
irtiich  divides  it  from  the  pariflies  of  St  Andrew's  and  Ur- 
qohart ;  and  on  the  W«  by  the  parifli  of  Dufius.  Drakiy 
coofifts  of  the  a  ancient  parifhes  of  Kinneddar  and  Ogftown, 
which  were  united  foon  after  the  Reftoration.  It  obtained 
its  name  from  a  new  centrical  church  being  buik,  in  coft- 
feqoence  of  this  annexation,  on  the  lands  of  Drainy,  which 
probably  were  called  fo  from  draining  the  neighbour- 
ing, fwamps  and  marflies.  In  general,  thb  part  of  the  coun- 
try is  low  and  fiat.  There  are  only  two  fmall  eminences 
that  deferve  the  name  of  hills.  Scarcely  otjc  half  of  the 
forface  is  arable,  the  greateft  part  eonfifling  of  barren  moor- 
ground,  covered  with  fliort  heath,  or  coarfe  benty  graft. 
The  land  under  cultivation  is  very  fertile,  part  of  it  being 
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a  rich  loam  or  day,  .and  part  a  light,  blacki  or  iaadj 
foU. 

Rititf  ManufaBura^  C/c— The  Talned  rent  is  L.  3044, 
173. 4d.  Scotch;  and  the  real  rent  may  be  eflimated  at  about 
L.  1200  Sterling,  though  this  mnft  depend  on  the  price  of 
grain.  There  is  only  one  refiding  heritor,  who  poiTefles 
two-thirds  of  the  property ;  the  remaining  third  belongs  to 
the  only  other  heritor.  It  is  a  great  misfortune  that  no 
manufafiures  have  been  eftablilhed  here,  as  fcareely  any 
part  of  Scotland  is  better  adapted  for  them.  The  women 
fpin  linen-yam  \  by  which,  with  the  greateft  application, 
they  can  only  earn  from  ad.  to  3d.  a-day ;  and  even  this 
yam,  except  what  is  neceflary  for  our  own  confumption,  is 
exported  (unwrought)  to  Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  or  the  N. 
of  England.  The  2  hilb,  mentioned  above,  abound  witfi  ex« 
cellent  quarries  of  white  and  yellow  free-done,  whidi  is 
not  to  be  foimd  any  where  elfe  in  the  Moray  frith.  About 
20  mafons,  including  apprentices,  and  nearly  double  diat 
number  of  labourers,  are  conftantly  employed  in  quarrying 
and  drefling  ftones,  to  fupply  the  demand  for  that  article 
from  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties. 

Village  of  LoffUmoutb^  Imports  and  Exports^^'^Tht  princi- 
pal village  here  is  LoiEemouth,  a  fea^port  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Elgin.  It  contains  from  150  to  200  inhabit 
tants.  There  are  no  vefTels  belonging  to  the  place,  except 
X  floop  and  2  fifliing-boats.  But  during  the  laft  year  49 
vefTels,  from  55  to  60  tons  burden,  at  an  average,  entered 
this  harbour.    The  imports  and  exports  were  as  follow : 

Import  s. — Englifli  coals,  •  20  veflels. 

Scotch  coals,  -  6 

London  goods,  -  to 

Carried  forward,  36 
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Im  r  ort  s.^         Broo^t  forward. 

36  Tcflie^. 

Lath  goods, 

4 

Tannen  bark. 

3 

Nsdveialt. 

2 

I 

Slates, 

I 

IroDy 

I 

Lime, 

I 

Total        49 

£xF0&T8«-were  ao  cargoes  barley  and  oats,  at  an  ave«* 
iage»  about  400  boll^  each,  and  an  inconfiderable  quantity 
of  peltry.  The  quantity  of  com  formerly  exported  £rom 
thb  county,  was  ired^oned,  at  an  average,  20,000  bolls 
yearly.  Bat  it  is  probable^his  exportation  will,  in  future, 
be  fomewhat  reduced,  as  the  fmuggling  of  foreign  fpirits  is 
now,  in  a  great  meafure,  fuppreffed,  and  whiiky  is  fub- 
fiitoted  in  their  p)ace.  Twenty  licenfed  fiills  are  at  pre« 
ISent  employed  in  this  county;  and  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  the  fpirits  is  manufafiured,  and  confumed  in  the  high- 
lands of  Moray  and  Ii^vemeis-ihire. 

lybimg  7otiiii/«-^There  are  other  2  creeks  in  the  pariih 
that  jdmit  Ix^ts,  Cauliea  and  Stotfield  \  at  the  latter  there 
axe  at  prefent  3  fiibing-boats,  which,  with  the  a  at  Lollie- 
mouth,  are  a  vaft  benefit  to  the  town  of  Elgin,  and  to  the  coun- 
try at  large,  in  fupplying  white  fifh*  The  rent  derived  from, 
t|ieiie  fiflung-boats  is  L.  5  Sterling  each  yearly :  But  the 
proprietors  are  obliged  to  fumiih  a  new  boat  every  feventh 
year,  which  cofts,  when  rigged  and  complete,  from  L.  18 
tp  L.  20  Sterling.  The  fifh  commonly  taken  on  this  coaft, 
ere  cod,  Ikate,  holUbut,  haddocks,  whitings,  (aitbs  or  cud- 
^^  with  plenty  of  crabs  and  lobfters  *,  but  none  of  them 

in 
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in  greater  quantity  than  to  aniw^r  tfie  dfn)as4  for^atoe 
confumption.  '  *■ 

River  and  Laies. — ^The  river  Lofile  h9$  ita  fource  in  the 
hills  of  {Dallas ;  and,  after  a  courfe  of  nw  26  meafured 
miles,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  tii«  town  of  Loflie- 
mouthy  in  the  N.  £•  comer  of  jthis  pariih*  It  is  too  ixnall 
to  be  navigable  beyond  its  mouth,  and  it»  bed  too  fandy  to 
be  favonrable  to  £atlmon ;  yet  about  3  or  4  fcore  of  that  fifb 
have  fometimes  been  taken  in  a  feafon,  at  its  entry  into 
the  fea.  It  abounds  vrith  excellent  red  fpotted  trout,  from 
I  lb.  to  3  lb.  and  ev.en  fometimes  4  lb.  in  weight,  called 
here  phinnocks. — ^The  loch  df  Spynie  is  a  beantifiil  piece 
of  frefli  water,  about  i  mile  broad  and  3  miles  long,  which 
difcharges  itiCelf  into  the  river  LofBe,  about  a  mile  from 
the  fea;  It  abounds  with  eel  and  pike,  and  water*f6wl  of 
various  kinds ;  fuch  as,  fwans,  geelie,  duck,  teal,  &c.  This 
loch,  at  fome  former  period,  at>pears  evidently  to  have  form- 
ed a  bay  of  the  fea,  and  to  have  been  conneded  with  ano- 
ther loch  in  the  parifh  of  Urquhart,  called  Cotts,  whieh  is 
only  half  a  mile  diftant.  The  mouth  of  this  bay  is  formed 
by  3  banks  of  hard  gravel  about  joo  3rards  afunder,  and 
the  water  of  Loflie  pafling  through  this  opening,  feems,  in 
a  ferics  of  ages,  to  have  carried  down  fuch  a  quantity  of 
fand,  as  to  have  at  length  feparated  theie  lochs  fronreacfa 
other,  and  fliut  up  their  communication  with  die  fea.  ^^he 
beds  of  (hells  all  around  the  loch  of  Spjnie,  and  the  names 
of  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  clearly  prove  that  it  has 
formerly  been  conneded  with  the  fea ;  and  there  are  aHb 
fome  written  evidences  of  the  fame  faft. 

Churchy  Stipeadt  Poor^  School^  lie. — The  church  was 
built  more  than  100  years  ago,  and  looks  tolerably  decent 
withouti  but  is  very  Qaked  and  ill  finifhed  within.    Our 

churches 
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chnrches  are,  in  general,  exceedingly  cold  and  dirtj,  and 
there  is  little  hope  of  this  evil  being  foon  remedied.  The 
patronage  belongs  to  the  family  of  Gordonfton.  The 
flipend  is  72  bolls  of  barley  and  oats,  andTL.  50  Sterling  of 
money,  with  L.  2»  10  s.  for  communion-elements.  The 
manfe  and  offices  are  new  ;  the  glebe  and  gardens  contain 
about  5  Scotch  acres.  The  old  church  of  Ogftown  is  now 
converted  into  a  burying  place  for  the  family  of  Gordon- 
fton, and  was  rebuilt  fome  time  ago  with  great  tafte,  in 
the  ancient  Gothic  Ayle.  The  vediges  of  the  old  church 
are  to  be  feen  in  the  church  yard  at  Kinneddar,  and  adjoin- 
ing to  thefe  the  remains  of  an  old  palace  or  caille  belonging  to 
the  Biihop  of  Moray,  where  he  refided  before  the  caftle  of 
Spynie  was'  built. — The  parochial  funds  are  very  inconfi- 
derable,  the  whole  income  not  exceeding  L.  10  Sterling; 
and  this  fum,  out  of  which  the  falary  of  the  fefTion-clerk, 
beadle,  and  other  parochial  charges,  muft  be  paid,  is  all 
the  proviiion  for  40  or  50  poor. — ^At  the  parifh-fchool, 
about  30  or  40  children  are  inftruded  in  Latin,  Englifh, 
writing  and  arithmetic.  The  falary  of  the  fchoolmafler  it 
Z2  boUfl  barley,  befides  the  emoluments  arifing  from  the 
office  of  feillon-clerk,  which  is  commonly  conjoined  with 
that  of  fcfaoolmailer,  and  amounts  to  L.  3  Sterling,  ezdufive 
of  a  few  triffing  perquifites. 

PoptUation^  iSc. — ^The  return  to  Dr  Webttcr  was  11 74 
fouls.    At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1791,  there  were — 
Males,  _  _  _  ^80 

Females,  .«•«...  ^5o 


X040 


Total,  —  — 

VoL.IV.  L  Farmers, 
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FsurmcfSy  —  —  •"—  68 

Seamen,  —  —  "~  37 

Mafonsy  _  _  _  jj 

Weavers,  —  —  —  S 

Tailors,  —  -*-  ""5 

Smiths,  •*-  —  — ^  3 

Joiners,  -—  _  —  4 

Merchants,  —  —  —  3 

Labourers,  —  —  —  35 

The  remainder  being  widows,  married  fervants, 

and  perfons  of  mixed  profei&ons,  were  57 

Male-fefyants,  —  —  87 

Female-fervants,  •—  —  95 

Apprentices,  '^-  —  15 

Married  couples,  —  —  159 

Chi^ren  of  the  above,  and  refiding  with  their 

parents,  _  _  _  334 

"Widowers  and  widows,  —  —  64 

In  the  above  lift,  thole  onl j  are  reckoned  fumers  who 
live  folely  by  that  occupation :  But  feveral  other  people  in 
the  parifh  rent  a  few  acres  of  ground  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  their  families. 

Births f  Marriages  and  Burials^  for  thefe  laji  eight  years. 


Ttars. 

Births, 

Males. 

Ftmaks. 

Marriagei 

.  Bstriais, 

}1H 

29 

iS 

IZ 

8 

16 

1784 

34 

18 

16 

xz 

45 

'7!l 

3* 

13 

20 

9 

19 

1786 

31 

12 

19 

9 

27 

''!2 

31 

19 

13 

»3 

»5 

1788 

34 

20 

14 

9 

?4 

1789 

35 

iS 

17 

14 

30 

1790 

35 

21 

J4 

6 

*3 

Sums 

261 

138        1 

i»3 

79     1 
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Hie  number  of  inhabitants  has  not  varied  much  for  thefe 
laft  20  years;  vibrating  generally  from  1020  to  IQ50. 

In  genera],  the  climate  of  this  country  is  mUd  and  whole-< 
fome.  There  is  more  dry  weather  in  the  narrow  flip  a^ 
long  the  Moray-fhire  coaft,  than  in,  mpft  other  parts  in 
Scotland,  owing  to  the  land  being  very  low  and  plain, 
anA  the  clouds  being  attrafted  by  the  high  hills  to 
the  fouthward ;  fo  that  often  in  fummer,  when  this  parifli 
18  burned  up  with  drought,  rain  falls  id  abundance  in 
the  high  country.  One  happy  confequence  of  this  pe- 
culiar fituation  is  the  goodnefs  of  the  harvefls ;  even  in 
1782  the  greateft  part  of  the  crop  here  was  got  in  without 
damage. — There  are  no  extraordinary  inftaaces  of  lon-^ 
gcvity  here,  nor  are  there  any  difeafes  peculiar  to  this  di- 
ftrift.  Agues  were  very  common  about  25  or  30  years  a- 
go,  in  the  marfliy  parts  of  Drainy  and  DujSiis,  but  have 
for  fome  time  paft  totally  difappeared.  The  complaints 
that  prevail  mod  among  the  lower  clafles  of  people,  are 
obfiinate  coughs  and  colds,  attended  with  pain  of  the  breaft, 
difficulty  of  breathing,  and  fwellisg  in  the  extremities,  ef- 
pecially  in  the  winter-feafon,  and  are  very  fatal.  They 
feem  to  be  occafioned  by  the  coIdne&  and  dampnefs  of 
the  houfes,  and  the  great  fcarcity  of  fuel,  for  there  are  no 
peats  nearer  than  the  dillance  of  10  meafured  miles.  If 
the  attention  of  Government  could  be  awakened  to  the 
many  evils  arifing  from  the  impolitic  tax  on  coals,  and 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubftitute  fome  other  revenue 
in  its  ftead,  it  would  be  of  eOTential  benefit  to  the  North  of 
Scotland  in  general,  and  to  thb  province  in  particular. 

Produce,  Rent^  ISc, — All  the  kinds  of  grain  raifed  in 
Scotland  fucceed  here ;  but  barley  is  the  principal  crop. 
Flax  is  alfo  cultivated,  but  to  no  great  extent.  Potatoes 
thrive  admirably  well  in  our  light  ground,  and  ferve  for 

the 


84  Stati/lkal  Account 

the  fabfiftence  of  the  poor,  at  lead  a  third  part  of  the  yemr* 
Agriculture  is  the  chief  employment  of  the  people  ;. 
jet  the  modem  improvements  in  hulbandry  are  only  in. 
their  infancy.  Inclofures  are  yet  far  from  being  general. 
The  introdudion  of  turnips  and  fown  grafles  promifcs  to 
be  of  infinite  advantage,  as  proper  food  for  our  cattle  was 
fcarce  both  in  fummer  and  v^inter.  There  are  in  the  pa- 
rilh  in  all  about  96  ploughs  ;  the  number  of  horfes  is  from 
300  to  400  ;  the  black  cattle  about  double  that  number ; 
iheep  from  1500  to  aooo,  and  from  20  to  30  fwine  or 
hogs. — The  rent  of  land,  when  paid  in  grain,  is  from  a 
boll  to  a  boll  and  a  half  of  bear  or  oats,  Linlithgow  mealurei, 
the  Scotch  acre ;  but  it  is  the  pradice  here  to  allow 
5  firlou  of  oats  to  a  boll,  being  nearly  equal  to  an  Engliih. 
quarter.  Lands,  when  fet  for  money  alone,  give  from 
X5S.  to  20s.  and  2 IS.  the  acre. — In  fome  part  of  this  pa* 
ri(h  the  teinds  are  drawn  in  kind,  that  is,  the  tenth  (hock. 
or  iheaf  is  carried  off  the  field  before  the  corns  are. 
ftacked,  and  this  is  commonly  reckoned  equal  to  a  third 
of  the  rent  adually  paid. 

Prices^  Wagesj  Wr.  —  The  price  of  bear  and  oats  for 
thefe  laft  10  years,  has  not  been  lels  than  15  s.  the  boll,  at 
an  average.  Beef  and  mutton  commonly  fell  in  the  Elgin 
'  market  from  3d.  to  4d.  the  lb.  Amflerdam  weight;  geefe 
from  IS.  6d.  to  2S. ;  hens  and  ducks  from  8 d.  to  pd* 
each  ;  eggs  i+d.  the  dozen. — The  ordinary  wages  of  male 
day  labourers  here,  without  viduals,  are  8d.  in  fummer,  and 
of  females  4  d. ;  but  both  get  higher  wages  in  harveft.  Men- 
iervants  employed  in  hufbandry  commonly  get  from  L.  5 
to  L.  8,  and  women-fervants  from  30  s.  to  40  s.  a-year,  and 
their  vi£hials.  Vidual  at  the  Reformation  was  converted 
at  half  a  merk  Scotch  the  boU. 

Minerals^ 
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Minerals^  Rocis^  lie— In  the  Coulart  hill,  between  Lof. 
fiemouth  and  Stotfield,  there  are  appearances  of  lead :  Ma- 
ny detached  malTes  of  ore  are  to  be  feen  in  the  rocks* 
Some  adventurers,  however,  lately  came  from  England, 
and  after  fpending  above  L.  joo  Sterling,  could  difcover 
no  vein  of  ore  worth  the  expence  of  working.  The  hill 
of  Caufea,  or  Cave-fea,  confifts  of  one  uninterrupted  mals 
of  free-ftone,  more  than*  a  mile  long,  divided  into  horizon- 
tal ftrata  of  different  degrees  of  thickneis  and  hardneis, 
but  generally  foft  and  friable.  This  hill  forms  a  very 
bold  Ihore ;  and  the  violence  of  the  winds  and  furge,  has 
cut  and  excavated  the  free-flone  rock  fo  as  to  form  many 
curious  arches,  caves,  and  pyramids,  of  various  iizes  and  fi- 
gures. Thcfe  rocks  arc  covered,  in  fummer,  with  different 
kinds  of  plants  of  variegated  colours,  and  are  frequented  by 
crows,  pigeons,  gulls,  and  other  birds,  in  prodigious  num- 
bers. In  the  fummer  time,  the  noife  of  the  fea  below,  the 
varied  cries  of  the  birds,  the  beauty  of  the  flowers,  and  the 
grandeur  of  the  rocks,  tall  heighten  the  fcenery  of  the  place. 
There  was  alfo  at  Loifiemouth,  in  a  natural  cave,  a  finall  her- 
mitage, not  exceeding  10  feet  fquare,  called  St  Gerardine's 
Cave,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  {hore  as  far  as  Cul- 
len,  and  was  adorned  with  a  handfome  Gothic  door  and  win- 
dow ;  but  thefe  artificial  decorations  were  pulled  down  about 
15  yeats  ago,  by  a  rude  (hipmafter ;  and  in  the  courfe  of 
working  the  quarries,  the  whole  cave  has  fince  been  totally 
dcftroyed.  There  was  a  fpring  in  the  rock  above  the  her- 
mitage, called  St  Gerardine's  WeD ;  but  neither  thb,  nor 
any  other  fprings  in  the  parifli,  have  acquired  fame  for 
their  medicinal  virtues. 

Mifcdianeous  Ohferoations. — ^Thc  inhabitants  of  this  pa- 
riih,  like  all  others  employed  in  huflbandry,  are  robuft  and 
healthy.    T^eir  general  character  is  that  of  a  fober,  honeft, 
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peaceable  people,  regular  in  their  attendance  on  the  or<&-^ 
nances  of  religion,  rather  grave  than  livdj,  feldom  in« 
dolging  themielves  in  any  relaxation  or  diverfion,  except- 
ing the  young  people,  who  fometimes  take  a  dance  at 
Chriftmas,  or  at  a  penny-wedding*.  Crimes  of  great  e- 
normity  are  unknown  here.  There  has  not  been  an  in- 
fiance  of  fuicide  during  the  ai  yeais  of  the  prefent  mini- 
iter's  incumbency ;  nor  has  any  "native  of  this  pari£h 
been  hanged  or  baniihed,  in  the  memory  of  man.  This 
regularity  of  conduft  muft  in  part  be  afcribed  to  the 
poverty  and  depreffion  of  the  people ;  for  the  fituation 
of  the  fmall  tenants  in  this  country,  in  general,  is  bi  from 
being  comfortable.  Few  of  them  have  any  capital  to  be- 
gin the  world  with  *,  and  fewer  have  any  inclination  to  a- 
dopt  the  modem  improvements  in  huibandry,  while  the 
rents  of  their  &rms,  and  the  wages  of  their  fervants,  have 
of  late  been  confiderably  advanced.  The  laft  article,  in 
particular,  is  nearly  doubled  within  thefe  20  years  paft. 
One  advantage  they  derive  from  their  vicinity  to  the  fea. 
in  being  fupplied  from  the  fhores  with  a  confiderable  quam 
tity  of  fea-weed,  which  is  a  valuable  manure. 

It  is  perhaps  a  fingukr  circumftance,  that,  in  this  pariik, 
there  is  no  lawyer,  writer,  attorney,  pfayfician,  furgeon, 
apothecary,  negro,  Jew,  gipfy,  Englilhman,  Irifliman,  fo- 
reigner of  any  defcription,  nor  family  of  any  religious  fed: 
or  denomination,  except  the  Eftablifhed  Church. 

There  are  4  ale-houfes,  and  fewer  would  hardly  accom- 
modate the  neighbourhood,  as  there  is  generally  a  refort  of 
Grangers  to  fea-port  towns.      There  can  be  no  doubt  but 

an 

*  A  penny-wedding  is  when  the  expence  of  the  marriige  entertain- 
nent  is  not  defrayed  by  the  young  couple,  or  their  relations,  but  by  a 
club  among  the  guefts.  Two  hundred  people  of  both  fczes,  will  fome- 
times be  convened  on  an  occafion  of  thit  kind. 
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loi  increafe  of  them  would  prove  a  real  nuifance,  and  con-* 
tribute  materially  to  cormpt  the  morals  of  the  people. 

The  only  language  here  is  Scotch  ;  but  the.  pronouncia- 
don  is  gradually  approaching  nearer  to  the  Englilh*. 
Gaelic  is  not  fpoken  nearer  than  ao  miles  {  and  very  few 
of  the  names  of  places  here  feem  derived  from  it. 

There  are  no  bridges  in  this  paziih,  excepting  a  fmall 
pne  of  3  arches  on  the  outlet  from  the  loch  of  Spynie ; 
nor  is  there  any  an  the  river  LoHie  below  Elgin,  though 
much  wanted.  The  roads  here  are  all  made  by  the  fta- 
tnte-labour ;  and  though  better  than  they  were  formerly, 
are  flill  £au:  from  what  they  ought  to  be :  And  this  is  the 
more  inezcu&ble,  as  they  are  more  eafily  made  here  than 
in  mod  counties  in  Scotland.  On  the  highland  road  to 
Edinburgh,  a  jCraveller  meets  with  no  turnpikes  or  tolls  till 
he  arrives  at  Perth. 

I  have  pften  thought,  that  the  deftruftion  of  grain  by 
pigeons  was  much  greater  than  commonly  fuppofed. 
There  are  4  pigeon-houfes  here  -y  each  of  which,  at  a  mo- 
derate computation,  confumes  20  bolls  of  com  annually. 

*  The  greateil  pecnliarity  of  the  Moray  dialed  is  founding  Wh  like 
F;  What,  Where,  When,  for  inftance,  are  prononoccd  by  the  vulgar, 
lrU,Far»FIn. 
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NUMBER   XL 
PARISH    OF    ARDERSIER. 

(County  of  Inverness.) 

By  tht  Rev.  Mr  Prtse  Campbell. 


Namff  Situation^  Extent ^  Soil  and  Surface. 

ARDERSIER  is  written  Ardnafeer  in  the  charters 
of  the  pariih.  According  to  tradition,  it  obtained 
its  name  from  a  great  number  of  carpenters  being  drowned 
in  the  ferry,  oppofite*  to  the  point  of  Arderfier ;  this  ac- 
cident happened,  it  is  faid,  in  the  year  in  which  the  Ca- 
thedral at  Elgin,  and  that  at  Channonrj  or  Fortrofe,  were 
built.  In  the  Gaelic  language,y2ior  is  **  a  carpenter,''  and  ard 
is  **  high."  That  part  of  the  pariih  adjoining  to  the  fea,  and 
by  Vhich  it  is  waflied,  is  exceeding  high,  upwards  of  loo 
yards,  and  it  is  probable  enough  that  the  pariih  might 
have  received  its  name  from  fuch  an  accident ;  but  it  is 
fiilly  as  natural  to  conclude  that  it  obtained  its  name  from 
its  high  fituation,  and  that  Ardna  faor  (Ardnafeer)  is  a 
corniption  from  ardn  Fbaobbair^  which  fignifies  "  the 
«  high  edge"  or  "  height  of  the  edge,"  L  e.  of  the  hill. 
The  pariih  is  in  the  prefcytery  of  Nairn,  and  Synod 
of  Moray.  Its  length  is  two  and  a  half  miles,  and 
breadth  the  fame.    It  is  bounded  by  the  pariih  of  Petty, 
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dki  the  W.  arid  S.;  hj  the  parifli  of  Nairn,  on  the  £.; 
by  the  Moraj  frith,  on  the  N.  '  The  greateft  part  of  the 
old  cultivated  land  lies  high,  but  nauch  of  what  is  not  in 
coltnre  is  low.  There  is  a  great  variety  of  foils  *,  deep 
black  mould,  ftrong  clay,  light  black  mould,  and  (hallow 
fimdy  foil.  The  parifli  in  general  is  very  fertile.  The 
ikore  very  fandy  and  flat  from  Invemels  to  Nairn. 

Population. — The  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to 
the  oldeft  people  now  alive,  w;ould  not  exceed  300,  60  or 
even  50  years  ago.  Dr  Webfter's  ftate  was  428 ;  the  a- 
mount  of  the  inhabitants  now  is  80a.  Males  385  ;  fe- 
males 417.  In  the  village  of  Campbelltown,  which  owes  its 
birth  to  the  gartifon  of  Fort-George,  there  are  293  fouls. 
The  ganifon  of  Fort-George,  ezduiive  of  the  marching 
ncgiment  fiationed  in  it,  but  including  3  companies  of  in« 
valids,  confifis  of  496  fouls^  of  whom  are  246  males,. and 
250  females. 

The  annual  avetage  of  births  for  10  years  paft,  is  20 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1789,  —  13 

-^— — —  marriages  in  1789,         —  —  5 

tinder  10  years  of  age,        —  —  "^         ^79 

The  number  of  fifliermen,  women  and  children  in^ 

duded,  males  66^  females  61,  ^  127 

Male  labouring  fervants,  —  —  41 

Female  ditto,  —  -^  ..40 

None  are  under  any  neceffity  to  leave  the  parifli  for 
want  of  employment,  but  many  go  fouth  in  fummer  and 
harveft,  owing  to  the  difference  of  wages. 

Agricuhure^  ^c.^^i  black  cattle  there  are  about  300  ; 
hbrfes,  xoo  -,  flieep,  about  joo.  The  parifli  contains 
1^85  acres,  exdufive  of  the  king's  farm  *,  in  rai£ng  com 
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and  undergrafi,  about  1018  acre.-,  in  muir,  966;  undw 
artificial  grafs,  about  168.  It  fnppliefi  itfelf,  and  exports 
about  300  boUs.  The  rent  of  the  parifli,  including  the 
form  fold  to  Government  whw  the  garrifon  of  Fort- 
George  was  built,  is  L.365  5  the  rent  of  that  farm  fcparate- 
ly  13  L.  50.  The  rent  for  an  acre  of  the  beft  arable  land  is 
30  8. }  of  inferior  land,  is  from  5  s.  to  7  ».  6d.  This  pa- 
rifli is  moftly  in  the  polTeflion  of  1  farmer,  but  the  greateft 
part  he  fubfcts  into  farms  from  ao  to  30  acres.  Great 
quantities  of  fea-ware  fit  for  manure  arc  fometimcs  thrown 
in  by  the  tides.  There  are  fcawdy  any  indofures  except 
»  few  of  fcal  or  earth.  The  common  people  are  inimical 
to  them,  as  they  u*  almoft  to  every  proper  method  of 
cultivating  their  land.  In  178*  and  1783,  the  people  were 
in  a  mifcrable  fituation,  many  of  them  would  have  perifbod, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  grain  imported  firom  other  countries : 
The  boll  of  Englifli  peafe,  barley  and  rye,  fold  for  a8s. 

Church,  Stipend  aad  Poor.  — The  church  and  manfe, 
which  are  in  a  ruinous  ftatc,  were  built  with  clay  in  1769, 
The  ftipend  is  80  boUs  of  barky,  and  L.  10  of  money;, 
the  glebe  is  worth  L.  8.  Mr  Campbell  of  Calder  is  patrtMi. 
The  number  of  poor  is  5°  1  the  only  fund  for  thexr  relief 
is  tfie  annual  coUeOions,  which  amount  to  L.  i  j. 

aUfieOaneout  Ob/ervatioat.—Tht  parifli  has  iu  advan- 
tages and  di&dvantages.  Its  vicinity  to  Fort-George, 
where  everything  may  be  fold,  is  a  particular  conveniency, 
and  the  ware  obtained  from  the  fliore  b  of  great  value. 
The  difadvantages  are  want  of  woods  and  Hones.  The 
air  is  extremely  fliarp ;  in  winter  very  piercing.  The 
GacUc  and  Englifli  languages  are  fpoken  equally  well. 
The  names  of  all  the  towns  are  derived  from  the  Gaelic ; 
for  idftance,  BaUasofen,  "  Smith  town  j"  Balnafiam  "  Fin- 
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"  gal's  town,"  &c.    The  common  price  of  beef,  veal,  mut- 
ton, Iamb,  pork,  is  3d.  the  lb.;  agoofe  is. ;  a  duck  6d. ; 
a  chicken  3d. ;  a  hen  6d. ;  butter  8d.  the  lb.  17^  oz.  to  the 
lb.;  cheefe  5s.  the  ftone;  wheat  24s.    barlej  16s.  and 
18  s.  oats  16  s.  the  boll.    Labourers  in  huibandrj  receive  8 d. 
a«daj.     By  the  better  fort,  coal  is  the  fuel  made  ufe  of,  by 
the  country-people  peats  and  turf.     The  average  price  of 
coal  the  barrel  is  as. ;  peats  8d.  the  load,  about  70  peats 
to  a  load.    The  coal  is  brought  from  Sunderland  and  New- 
cafUe.     The  mois  is  3  miles  didant,  and  is  almofi  exhaufl- 
.  ed.     Male  fervants  for  labouring  receive  L.  4  and  L.  5  a- 
year,  female  from  L.  k,  xo  s.  to  L.  2.     The  Scotch  plough 
is  ufed  by  the  common  tenants ;  the  ^nglifli  plough,  and 
Lord  Kaimes's  plough  with  a  chain,  by  the  principal  far- 
mers.    There  are  8  boats,  from   5  to  8  tons  burden,  em- 
ployed in  white  and  herring  fifliing  ;    the   herrings  are 
chiefly  fold  to  fifliing  bufles.     Befides  herring,  the  fifh  pro- 
duced on  the  coaft  are,  haddocks,  cod,  falmon  :  The  prices 
have  been  high  and  variable  for  6  years  back,  owing  to 
fcarcity  :  They  are  foW  to  the  inhabitants  of  Fort-George, 
Inveme&,  and  the  country  around.     Eight  feameg  enter- 
ed into  the  navy  laft  war ;  4  have  entered  this  year.     The 
roads  are  exceeding  good.     The  ftatute-Iaboor  is  exaded. 
Where  this  parilh  is  divided  from  that  of  Nairn,  there  is  a 
Aone   about   6  feet  high  and  3  broad :  This  ftone  in  the 
Gaelic  language  obtains  the  name  of  cUmch  na  cahbac  ;  in 
the  Englifh,  or  rather  Scotch,  "  cabbac  ftone."     Cahbac  or 
cabbackf   fignifies  a  cheefe.     The  report  of  tradition   is, 
that  it  was  ereAed  there  over  a  chieftain  who  fell  in  a 
fcuffle  which  originated   about  a  cheefe,  in  the  town  of 
Invemefi ;  the  death  of  one  of  the  chiefs  put  an  end  to 
the  battle,  where  the  ftone  is  ereded.     This  ftory  is  told 
•by  the  oldeft  people  in  the  country,  and  obtains  credit. 
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NUMBER   XII. 
PARISH    OF    TEALING, 
(County   of   Forfar.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  John  Gellatlt. 

Name,  Situation^  Extent^  Surface^  Sosi,  iJc. 

THE  name  qF  the  parilhy  (fpmetimes  corruptljr  fpelled 
Telin),  is  Gaelic^  and  fign^fies  "  a  countrj  of  brooks 
*^.  or  waters;"  in  which,  indeed,  this  fmall  diftrid  a- 
bounds.  It  is  fituated  in  the  prefbjterj  of  .Dun- 
dee, and  Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams.  It  lies  along 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  Seidlaw  hills,  and  is  about  3  £ng« 
lifli  miles  from  £.  to  W. ;  and  from  2  to  i  N.  and  S.  ex- 
clufivQ  of  two  fmall  farms  which  run  out  about  2  miles 
farther  to  the  N. ;  and  a  third  entirely  detachpd  from  it  on 
the  W.  It  is  is  bounded  on  the  W.  by  the  parifli  of  Auch- 
terhoufe ;  by  thofe  of  Glammis  and  Kinnettles  on  the  N. ; 
by  Inverarity  and  Murrofe  on  the  £. ;  and  on  the  S.  by 
Mains  and  Strathmartine.  Its  boundary  on  the  N.  is,  for 
the  greate?  part,  a  line  running  along  the  ridge  of  the  hills 
juft  mentioned  *,  on  the  S.  the  little  water  of  Fithie.  The 
only  hilb  in  thq  pariih  are  thofe  of  Seidlaw,  the  mod  caa- 
fiderable  range  in  this  county  next  to  the  Grampians. 
Their  tops  are  covered  with  heath ;  fiuther  down,  there  is 
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a  good  deal  of  broom,  interfperfed  with  patches  of  fliort 
grafs,  affording  good  pafture  for  young  black  cattle.  On 
the  ZDoft  eafterlj  within  this  pariih,  is  a  beautiful  plantation 
of  firSy  containing  not  lefs  than  150  acres.  The  fummit  of 
the  highefty  called  Craig  Owl,  is  found,  bj  a£hial  meafure- 
ment,  to  be  iioo  feet  above  the  plain ;  but  the  plain  itfelf 
is  full  500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  There  is  fome 
grcj  flate,  a  good  deal  of  moor-ft(me,  and  plenty  of  free- 
ftoae.  The  laft,  however,  lies  rather  deep,  and  is  fome- 
what  difficult  to  be  got  at. 

The  cultivated  part  of  the  parifti  forms  a  plain  gently 
declining  towards  the  S. ;  of  a  foil  light  and  gravelly  towards 
the  hiU,  rather ,  fitter  for  pafture  than  tillage,  black,  deep 
and  rich,  fometimes  inclining  to  clay  in  the  middle  ;  in  the 
fouthem  parts  rather  marfliy,  and  moftly  ufed  as  pafture, 
or  natural  meadow.  The  great  fault  of  the  foil  in  general 
is  an  excefs  of  moifture,  owing  partly  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  hill,  but  chiefly  to  a  ftratum  of  clay,  or  rather  clay  and 
gravel,  which  runs  immediately  under  the  whole  of  it. 
The  air  is  rather  moift  and  cold,  yet  not,  upon  the  whole, 
unhealthful.  Sickly  people  from  other  quarters,  fometimes 
find  a  fummer's  refidence  in  it  beneficial.  .  The  rheuma- 
tifm  is  the  only  diftemper  remarkably  prevalent.  It  may 
in  part  be  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  air ;  but  more  pro- 
bably to  the  damp  earthen  floors,  and  infufficient  doors 
and  windows  of  the  greater  part  of  the  houfes. 

Population, — The  population  of  this  parifli,  according  to 
the  return  made  to  Dr  Webfter,  amounted  to '735  fouls. 
At  prefent  the  number  of  fouls  is  802 ;  of  families  158, 
perfons  to  a  family,  5.  The  people  live  all  of  them  in 
iingle  houfes,  or  in  hamlets.  The  increafe  in  the  popula* 
tion  is  to  be  afcribed  to  t^e  ereftion  of  fome  new  farms. 
Several  young  people  every  year  move  to  the  fouthward, 

to 
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to  learn  the  handicraft  trades.  The  annual  average  ef 
births  is  23 ;  of  marriages,  6 ;  of  burials,  x8.  A  woman^ 
about  20  jears  ago,  died  here,  at  the  age  of  loa.  There 
arc  5  heritors,  only  one  of  whom  reiides.  The  number 
of  coniid^rable  farmers  is  13.  Belides  thefe,  there  may 
be  15  or  16  who  pofTefs  from  ic  to  30  acres  each,  and  i 
or  a  horfes.  The  other  great  clais  of  inhabitants  is  wea- 
vers, of  which  there  are  about  90  employed  in  the  manu- 
fa&ure  of  coarfe  linens,  which  find  a  ready  market  at  Dun- 
dee. The  flax  is  moftly  foreign,  and  brought  from  the 
town  jufl  mentioned  ;  but  the  far  greater  part  of  the  yam  is 
fpun  in  the  parifli.  Two  families  of  Independents  are  the 
only  diflenters  from  the  Eftabliih^d  Church. 

Cultivation^  Produce^  Ifc. — Water  has  been  long  ufcd  as 
a  manure  in  feveral  parts  of  this  county,  and  in  other  qiiar* 
ters  of  the  kingdom ;  but  as  the  CubjeA  of  watering  in 
general,  is  either  altogether  omitted,  or  but  flightly  men- 
tioned by  feveral  of  our  beft  writers  on  hu(bandry,  the  fub- 
fequent  account  of  the  mode  of  watering  land,  adopted 
by  Mr  Scrymfoure  of  Tealing,  may  be  of  fome  utility. 

Mr  Scrymfoure  waters  no  lands  but  fuch  as  are  of  a  drj 
black  or  loamy  foil.  Sand  can  receive  but  little  benefit 
from  water,  as  it  cannot  retain  it  for  any  time.  Clay 
is  Hither  chilled,  and  (efpecially  if  the  following  feafon 
prove  remarkably  dry)  too  much  hardened  by  it* 
He  does  not  water  any  fiejd  till  it  has  been  at  leail 
two  years  in  grafs.  Perhaps  the  year  before  it  is  bro- 
ken up,  is  the  mod  proper  for  the  operation.  He  finds 
the  fpring  and  autumn  to  be  the  fitteft  feafons  for  it.  If  it 
be  done  in  the  fpring,  it  ihould  be  before  the  grais  has  made 
any  confiderable  advances,  otherwife  that  crop  will  be  a{>t 
to  fufier  by  it.  If  in  autumn,  it  will  be  proper  to 
draw  off  the  water  before  the  ftrong  frofts  fet  in.  Pre- 
vious to  the  operation,  it  is  neceffary  to  fpread  the  mole* 
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hiBs  with  grear  care  *,  as  alfo  with  the  foot,  to  prefs  down 
the  run  of  moles,  fo  £ar  as  it  can  be  difcerned,  as  it  is  verj 
apt  to  draw  off  the  water  in  an  improper  direflion.  The 
procefs  commences  with  the  drawing  of  water-furrows. 
Firft,  one  broad  «and  deep  furrow  is  drawn  in  the  crowft, 
and  from  end  to  end  of  the  head-ridge,  on  the  higheft  fide 
of  the  field.  This  is  to  ferve  as  a  channel  for  the  whole 
water  jou  intend  to  make  ufe  of ;  and  mud  be  enlarged  ta 
a  fuffieient  capacitj  with  the  fpade,  if  it  cannot  be  done 
with  the  plough.  If  the  ridges  be  level,  another  furrow  is 
drawn  parallel  to  the  firfl,  of  equal  length  to  it,  and  a- 
bout  8  or  10  yards  diftant  from  it ;  and  farrows  in  this 
manner  are  drawn  dowii'  through  the  whole  field.  The 
more  the  ground  ilopes,  the  more  numerous  thefe  farrows 
muft  be ;  and  care  muft  alwajs  be  taken,  that  the  f ward 
turned  up  bj  the  plough,  be  thrown  upon  the  lower  fide. 

The  water  is  then  brought  in  at  the  highcil  corner  of 
the  fi!:ld,  and  allowed  to  run  in  the  channel  or  great  fur- 
row, far  the  breadth  of  4,  5,  or  perhaps  6  ridges,  ac- 
cording to  the  quantity  of  the  ftream.  It  is  then  dammed 
up,  when  upon  a  fmall  opening  being  made  in  the  lower 
fide  of  the  furrow,  oppofite  to  the  crown  of  each  ridge, 
it  pours  itfplf  in  an  equal  manner  into  the  field  be- 
low. It  is  foon  intercepted  by  the  next  farrow,  which 
ferves  not  only  as  a  channel  for  it,  but  as  a  dam-dike  to 
make  it  fpread  itfelf  over  a  confiderable  part  of  the  ground 
immediately  above  :  When  it  begins  to  overflow,  let  fmall 
apertures  be  made  in  the  furrow  oppofite  to  thofe  men- 
tioned before,  and  for  the  fame  pnrpofe.  In  this  manner 
is  it  fent  from  furrow  to  furrow,  till  it  reaches  the  loweft 
fide  of  the  field.  When  the  firft  5  or  6  ridges  are  done  fuffi- 
cicntly,  (that  is,  when  they  are  fiiturated  with  the  water, 
which  may  be  known  by  the  foft  fwelling  of  the  ground, 
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and  the  bright  verdure  of  the  grals),  open  the  maid  far- 
row againft  other  5  or  6,  and  thus  gq  along  the  whole. 

When  the  ridges  are  nnich  railed  in  the  crown,  as  is  ftill 
the  cafe  in  manj  parts  of  the  conntrj,  the  furrows  moil 
be  made  in  a  diffisrent  manner*  One  communicating  with 
the  iirft  or  great  furrow  muft  be  drawn  down  the  crown  of 
everj  ridge,  nnlefs  it  was  cloven  when  laid  down  in  grab. 
From  this  again,  at  everj  6  or  8  jards  dUlance,  others  muft 
be  made,  pointing  obliquely  down  the  fides  of  the  ridge, 
till  thej  meet  and  form  an  angle  with  others  drawn  in  the 
&me  manner  on  the  next  ridge,  taking  care,  as  in  the  cafe 
above  mentioned,  that  the  plough  throw  the  earth  toward 
the  lower  fide.  The  water  is  then  let  down  into  the 
crown-furrows,  and  ftoppcd  at  proper  diftances,  fo  as  td 
make  it  fpread  over  both  fi^es  of  the  ridge^ 

It  would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  give  direSiohs  for  eve- 
ry particular  fituation  or  furfitce  of  ground.  The  great 
general  rule  is  to  draw  your  furrows  in  fuch  a  nuumer 
as  to  diftribute  the  water  equally  and  plentifully  over 
every  part.  By  attending  to  this,  and  taking  a  careful 
fiirvey  of  the  field,  an  intelligent  ploughman  will  very 
foon  fee  what  he  has  to  do.  This  alfo  is  to  be  attended  to, 
after  the  water  is  brought  upon  the  ground,  and  it  will  re- 
quire a  daily  vifit  from  a  careful  hand  with  a  fpade,  to  re- 
move obftrudions  that  may  have  dropt  into  the  furrows ; 
to  place  others  properly;  and  to  lead  the  water  to  fuch 
heights  and  dry  fpots  as  may  have  been  overlooked.  Mr 
S.  fometimes  employed  a  man  for  this  fole  purpofe.  It 
is  ever  to  be  kept  in  mind,  that  it  is  only  when  made  to 
ftand  or  ftagnate  on  the  ground,  that  water  operates  to  ad- 
vantage :  But  whether  this  be  by  depofiting  on  the  foil 
fuch  rich  particles,  as  make  the  immediate  food  of  plants, 
or  by  diiTolving  and  macerating  it ;  or  which  is  moft  pro- 
bable. 
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bable»  bj  both  ihe£e  means,  it  is  not  neceflarj  here  to' 
determine.  Indeed^r  S.  is  inclined  to  think  that  it  ex« 
cites  a  proper  fermentatipn,  and  the  foftnefa  which  the 
Ibil  thereby  acquires  and  preferves  for  a  coniiderable  time 
after,  together  with  fome  other  circumftances,  feems  to  &- 
Toqr  the  fuppofition. 

While  the  gronnd  is  under  water,  and  even  for  fomei 
dajs  after  it  is  laid  dry,  no  cattle  of  any  kind  ihould  be 
allowed  to  fet  foot  on  it.  The  water  fbould  be  withdrawn 
rather  gradually  as  otherwife,  at  leaft  in  a  dry  feafoo^  ' 
the  grab  will  be  a  little  apt  to  decay.  There  is  no  ftri« 
king  difference  between  the  effisfb  of  water  which  runs 
from  pools,  or  foft  water  of  any  kind,  and  thofe  qf  hard 
water  immediately  bora  the  fpring.  The  former  is,  no 
doubt,  preferable,  but  the  latter  will  ferve  the  purpofe  ve- 
ry well ;  and  this  feems  to  be  agreeable  to  the  experiments 
of  Dr  Home.— Such  is  the  method  of  watering  land, 
which  Mr  S.  has  followed  with  great  fuccefs  for  nearly  thcf 
fpace  of  fifty  years.  There  is  one  incloTure  of  his  which, 
by  this  management,  was  brought  from  an  exhaufted^ate 
into  good  heart,  and  prefetved  an  uncommon  degree  of 
fertility  for  a  fucceilion  of  crops  (one  of  them  wheat)  with- 
out fallow,  lime  or  marl,  and  with  very  moderate  afEftance 
from  dung. 

With  refped  to  the  fubjeft  in  general,,  it  may  be  ob- 
ierved,  that  water  not  only  ferves  to  enrich  the  land  for 
fbture  crops  of  corn,  but  alfo  generally  fecures  an  early 
and  a  large  crop  of  grais  the  year  in  which  it  is  applied, 
a  matter  of  confidcrable  importance,  efpecially  in  a  dry  and 
backward  fpring.  Perhaps  the  only  inconveniency  at- 
tending it  is  its  encouraging  weeds  of  a  certain  kind,  fuch 
af,  thiftles,  ragweed,  &c. ;  but  this  appears  to  be  fully  ba- 
lanced by  the  deftru£lion  it  occafions  to  weeds  of  another 
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kindy  fttch  as  commonlj  in&ft  dry  lands^  but  never  thriw 
in  water.  • 

As  to  grain  and  other  cropsy  it  appears  from  Ceveral- 
circumftances,  that  wheat  was  cultivated  long  ago  to  a. 
confiderable  extent.  The  culture  of  it  was  revived  about 
10  or  la  years  fince ;  when,  after  a  very  &ir  trial  by  a 
numbdr  of  hands,  it  was  entirely  given  up  as  unprofitable. 
It  was  found  to  ripen  late  and  to  impoverifli  the  foiL 
Oats,  barley,  and  a  few  hailing  peafe,  are  the  only  kinds 
of  gndn  raifed  at  prefent.  About  ao  acres  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  culture  of  flax.  Turnip  and  potatoes  are 
raifed  on  every  farm,  as  are  alfo  clover  and  rye-grais* 
Some  yams  have  been  planted  within  thefe  few  yearsi 
and  the  farmers  feem  to  approve  <rf  them. 

Of  foreft-trees  the  afli,  fir,  elm  and  beech,  thrive  well. 
Oaks  of  a  large  fize  have  been  dug  up  in  fisme  mofly  parts 
of  the  plain,  and  fome  that  have  been  planted  of  late  are 
fufiiciently  forward.  Fruit-trees  grow  much  to  wood, 
and  it  muft  be  owned  difficult  to  raife  fruit:  The  dif^ 
ficuhy  however  is  fenfibly  decreafing,  both  the  air  and 
foil  becoming  more  kindly  by  draining  and  planting  the 
latter,  particularly  on  the  eafl. 

The  number  of  horfes  is  about  200,  about  one  third  of 
which  may  be  reared  in  the  pariih.  Black  cattle  being 
ufed  in  labour  now,  there  are  about  30  kept  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  cows  about  300.  With  regard  to  Iheep,  it  is  re^ 
markable,  thtt  about  25  years  ago  there  were  12  fmaU 
flocks  in  the  parifli,  but  that  now  there  is  not  a  fingle  ani- 
mal of  the  kind,  fave  a  few  kept  by  a  gentleman  mofily 
for  the  ufe  of  his  own  family.  They  were  found  deflruo- 
tive  to  the  fown  grais,  and  liable  to  perifb  for  want  of  pro- 
per ihelter.  Young  black  cattle  have  been,  with  great  ad- 
"^^^sntage,  put  in  their  place. 

The 
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The  namber  of  arable  acres  is  about  3000.  The  pa- 
Tifli  does  much  more  than  fupply  itfelf  with  the  articles  of 

oat-meal»  barlej,  bee^  ale,  whlikj  and  potatoes.  It  may 
(end  to  Dundee  and  other  places, 

Barlejy   900  bolls,  at  13  s.  4d.              •  L.6co 

Oat-meal,  500  ditto,  at  ditto,         •              .  330 

Calves  for  the  butchers,   150,                -  100 

Coarfe  linens,  to  the  value  of        -                -  4000 

Black  cattle,  200,         •            «             .  1400 

Hajr,  10,000  fione,            -            •              -  330 

Whiikj,                 -                  -                •  200 

Milk,  butter  and  cheefe^                »               -  500 

L.  7460 

The  people  always  fow  as  foon  as  the  feafon  and  the 
condition  of  the  land  permit ;  it  muft,  however,  be  owned 
that  they  reap  rather  later  than  fome  of  their  neighbours. 
Harveft  commonly  begins  about  the  loth  September- 
There  are  about  280  acres  in  wood  \  arable  inclofed,  550. 
The  land-rent  is  about  L.  1400. 

Cbitrcb  and  Stipend^  School  and  i^oor.-^— The  church  is  of 
very  andent  foundation,  having  been  firft  built  by  Boni- 
face, a  legate  or  rather  mtflionary  from  Rome,  about  A.  D. 
690.  The  pre&nt  fabric,  however,  bears  no  marks  of 
antiquity,  and  is  but  indifferent  both  as  to  ftyle  and  con- 
dition. A  few  fragments  of  carved  fiones  feem  to  indicate 
that  the  original  church  was  an  elegant  Gothic  ftrudure. 
The  ftipend  is  about  2000  merks  Scots,  exclufive  of  the 
manfe  and  garden ;  as  to  the  glebe,  it  would  be,  as  it  gene- 
rally is  in  the  country,  rather  a  difadvantage,  if  the  incum- 
bent had  not  been  fo  lucky  as  to  get  a  finall  farm.  The 
Crown  is  patron. 

The 
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The  average  number  of  fi^olars  at  the  parochial  fchool 
is  only  about  30,  owing  to  the  badnefs  of  the  roads  here 
in  the  winter-feafon,  alid  the  neamefs  of  the  ikirts  of  the 
parifh  to  the  fchools  of  the  pariflies  arouad.  The  quartet- 
ly  payments  are,  for  Engliih,  is.  6d. ;  for  writing,  as.; 
for  arithmetic,  2s.  6d.  The  fchoolmafter's  fidarj  is  L.  6 
Sterling,  and  as  fcffion^clerk  he  receives  L.  2,  with  about 
L.  I  more  in  perquifites  for  baptifms  and  marriages. 
His  whole  emoluments,  exclufive  of  a  houfe,  garden 
and  fmall  glebe  of  about  an  Engliih  acre,  do  not  esceed 
L.  1 7  Sterling.  The  number  of  conftant  poor  is  4 ;  of 
^hofe  who  receive  occafional  fupplies,  5. 

The  coUeffions  weekly,  amount  in  the  year,  to  L.  15 
The  rent  of  feats  belonging  to  the  kirk^fellion,  to  -  6 
The  intercfl;  of  L.  200  Sterling,  to  -  10 

At  prefent  there  is  not  one  beggar. 

Wages^  iic. — Common  wages  of  a  day-labourer  in  huf- 
bandry,  8d.  and  vifhials;  in  time  of  harveft,  is.  a  man,  and 
9d.  a  woman,  befides  vidhials.  About  40  years  ago,  wa- 
ges were  6d.  or  4d.  and  victuals.  As  a  child,  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  commonly  finds  employment  at  8  or  9 
years  of  age,  a  labourer  has  feldom,  entirely  at  leaft,  upon 
his  hands  above  3  children  at  once  ;  that  number  he  brings 
up  without  afUftance.  The  incumbent  does  not  remember 
any  man's  alking  aflSftance  from  the  poors  funds  on  account 
of  the  number  of  his  children,  however  great,  if  he  and 
they  were  in  health.  If  they  are  all  well,  his  wife,  be- 
fides taking  care  of  her  family,  may  earn  a  {hilling  a- 
wcek  by  fpinning ;  nay,  provided  they  have  a  cow,  which 
b  generally  the  cafe,  ihe  may  earn  other  two  fhillings  in 
the  fame  fpace  by '  tlie  fale  of  butter  for  3  months  in  the 
year.  When  a  ploughman  does  not  eat  in  the  family,  he 
is  flowed  for  viftuals  6  bolls  and  a  half  of  oatmeal  in  the 

year. 
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jcar,  and  a  Scotch  pint  of  milk  a-dajr :  Of  the  meal  he 
can  eafily  fell  one  boll  after  fuppljing  himfelf.  The  wa- 
ges of  a  good  ploughman,  in  general,  are  from  L.  8  to 
L.  9  Sterling,  annually ;  thofe  of  a  maid-fervant,  including 
her  boimties,  as  thej  are  called,  L.  3.  The  prices  of  moft 
kinds  of  prbvifions  are  double  of  what  they  were  30  years 
ago  ;  oat-meal,  however,  has  rifen  little  more  than  one 
fourth. 

Antiquitiei.'-^n  the  farm  of  Prieflown,  near  the  Glam« 
mis  road,  was  difcovered  fome  years  ago  a  fubterraneous 
building  of  a  very  irregular  conftru&ion  It  was  compofed 
of  large  flat  (tones,  without  any  cement,  and  confifted  of 
a  <»*  3  apartments,  not  above  5  feet  wide,  covered  with 
ftones  of  the  £une  kind.  Some  wood-aihed»  feveral  frag. 
ments  of  large  earthen  veflels,  and  one  of  the  ancient  hand- 
mills  called  querns,  were  the  only  things  found  in  it.  It 
was  mdUy  filled  up  with  rich  black  earth.  A  little  weft- 
ward  from  the  houfe  of  Tealing,  about  60  or  70  years  ago, 
was  diicovered  an  artificial  cave  or  fubterraneous  paflage, 
fuch  as  is  fometimes  called  by  the  country  people  a  weem. 
It  was  compofed  of  large  loofe  ftones ;  was  about  4  feet 
high,  and  as  many  wide,  and  was  faid  to  be  traced  up  to 
a  confiderable  length.  There  were  found  in  it  a  broad 
earthen  veflel,  and  an  inftrument  refembling  an  adze,  bo(h 
of  them  formed  very  neatly.  It  ftill  exifts,  but  is  covered 
np.  On  the  farm  of  Balckembeck  are  feveral  great  round 
flones  placed  in  a  circle,  evidently  the  remains  of  a  Drui- 
dical  temple.  In  two  fandy  hillocksy  within  thefe  20 
years,  were  found  ftone  coffins,  containing  the  Ikull  and 
bones  of  a  human  body,  with  urns  of  earthen  ware  and 
a&ics  in  them.  About  30  years  ago  there  was  foimd  in 
the  mires,  a  veflel  fome  what  refembling  a  kettle,  about 
a  &et  in  diameteri  and  i  foot  deep.    Its  materials  (brafs 

mixed 
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mixed  with  fome  other  metal)  and  ks  elegant  fhape,  gave 
k  much  the  appearance  of  an  antique  vafe.  It  was  mehed 
down,  but  its  fubftance  is  itill  preferved  in  the  form  of  a 
modem  pots.  It  is  prett j  plain  from  Tacit,  in  Vit.  Agric^ 
chat  the  Romans  were  well  acquainted  with  the  country 
between  the  Grampian  mouBtains  and  the  frith  of  Taj. 

Mifceilaneous  Ohfervaiions. — The  people,  in  general,  aie 
t)f  the  middle  iize.  Thej  are  exceedingly  induftrioos, 
tBConomicaly  rather  plainer  in  dreis  than  their  neigh- 
bours, and  not  fond  of  a  military  life.  Generally  they 
are  charitable  and  very  helpful  to  one  another.  The 
condition  of  the  people,  for  the  rooft  part,  is  rather 
more  than  tokrable,  and  they  are  apparently  contented 
with  it.  It  might,  however,  be,  in  fome  meafure,  improved 
at  nogreat  expence,  by  making  their  cottages  more  comfort- 
able and  convenient,  by  raifing  better  fences  round  their 
gardens,  and  introducing  among  them  the  culture  of  a 
few  more  nourifliing  vegetables. 

The  roads,  in  general,  are  bad,  and  have  been  much  ne- 
gleAed.  An  aft,  however,  has  been  lately  obtained  for 
tumpikes  throughout  the  county,  and  is  already  begun  to 
be  put  in  execution,  but  many  people  think  they  will 
prove  too  expeniive. 

.  The  rent  of  the  greater  part  of  the  open  land  is  about 
9  s.  the  acre.  Some,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the  fmaUer 
tenants,  gives  from  15  s.  to  20  s.  Inclofed  ground  lets 
from  15  s.  to  25  s.  according  to  its  quality.  The  farms  are 
from  about  100  to  150  acres ;  two  farmers,  however,  pof- 
fefs  confiderably  more.  The  number  of  farms  is  rather 
increafing,  and  many  cottars  and  fubtenants  have,  within 
ib^ie  20  years,  been  put  immediately  under  their  lairds. 

About 
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About  one  fixth  of  the  arable  land  is  inclofed,  and  all 
the  fiumersy  it  is  believed,  are  convinced  of  the  advantages 
of  indofing.     The  fences  are  moftlj  of  ftone. 

The  people  have  improved  niuch  in  dreis  and  manners* 
Am€(og  the  men,  infiead  of  the  bonnet  and  coarfe  home- 
made woollens,  the  hat,.  Engliih  cloth  and  cotton  flui&, 
are  much  worn,  and  almoft  ever  j  ploughman  has  his  filver 
watch.  The  women  fiill  retain  the  plaid,  but  among  the 
better  fort  it  is  now  fometimes  of  filk  or  lined  with  filk, 
and  numbers  of  them,  on  occafions,  drefs  in  ribbons,  prin- 
ted  cottons,  white  (lockings  and  laiting  ihoes.  The  la« 
bouring  fervants,  formerly  ignorant  and  lazj,  are  now 
generally  lldlful  and  laborious.  .  The  wages  both  of  men 
and  women  are  doubled.  The  Sunday's  coUe&ion,  and 
all  the  poors  funds,  are  doubled.  The  land-rent  is  more 
than  doubled.  The  farmers  live  in  a  much  more  fociable 
manner,  and  entertain  with  great  hofpitality.  Their 
houfes,  formerly  covered  with  thatch,  are  now  generally 
flated,  and  contain  i  floors.  There  are  fome  among  them 
that  ftill  adhere  to  the  old  method  of  farming,,  yet  a  con«- 
fiderable  number  are  well  acquainted  with  the  principles 
of  the  new  hufbandry,  and  praftife  accordingly.  They 
fallow ;  they  manure  with  compofl,  marl  and  lime,  fome 
of  the  laft  brought  even  from  England ;  and  they  crop 
jodicioufly. 

The  heritors,  notwiibftanding  the  difiidvantage  moft  of 
them  lie  under  by  refiding  at  a  diftance,  have  all  done 
fbmething  in  the  way  of  improvement.  As  Mr  Scrymfoure 
of  Tealing  refides  on  the  fpot,  his  improvements  have 
been  exteniive  in  proportion :  He  has,  within  thefe  30 
years,  planted  about  260  acres  of  moor-ground  with  trees 
of  different  kinds ;  among  which  are  many  thoufand 
larches,  (a  tree  which  thrives  here  beyond  moft  others) ; 
]Bclo£ed  and  properly  fubdivided  upwards  of  300  acres 

of 
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of  arable  with  good  ftone  fencesi  and  near  loo  acres  of 
pafiure  and  meadow  ground  with  hedge  and  ditch ;  erec- 
ted 3  confiderable  new  £irnis ;  let  a  number  of  convenient 
poflefEons  to  the  manufaAurers  at  very  reafonable  rents ; 
doubled  his  rents  upon  the  whole ;  and  all  without  bring- 
ing an  J  incumbrance  upon  his  eftate  :  He  keeps  a  confi- 
derable farm  in  his  own  hand,  and  excites  his  tenants  to 
the  practice  of  good  hu(bandry  bj  his  own  example. 

The  fuel  commonly  uCed  is  turf,  which  is  brought  fronx^ 
the  neighbouring  hills.  Coal  is  likewife  tranfported  from 
Dundee,  and  its  u£e  is  greatl j  increafing.  There  are  from 
40  to  50  ploughs  made  after  the  beft  form. 

In  this  pariih  there  are  fiill  fome  cottagers  on  almoft 
every  farm.  Farmers  di&r  fomewhat  in  their  notions 
about  employing  them.  It  is  generally  allowed,  that 
turning  off  cottagers  has  an  immediate  tendency  to  make 
a  fcarcity  of  hands,  and  of  confequence  to  raife  wages  *,  and 
that  where  there  are  no  people  of  this  defcription,  it  occa- 
fions  one  confiderable  inconvenience  in  the  time  of  harveft, 
as  then  the  corns  muft  be  cut  down  chiefly  by  ftrangers, 
who,  in  tedious  harvefts  and  rainy  weather,  are  a  heavy 
burden  on  the  farmer.  Cottagers,  after  all,  are  generally 
in  a  poor  and  dependent  fituation,  and  perhaps  little  vil- 
lages of  manufa^hirers  and  tradefmen,  immediately  depen- 
dent on  the  land- owner,  might  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the 
farmer  equally  well,  would  be  happier  in  themfelves,  and 
of  greater  advanuge  to  their  country. 
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NUMBER    XIII. 

PARISH   OF    DALLAS. 

(County  of  Elgin.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Davib  Milns. 

Name^  Situation^  Extent^  Soilf  i^e^ 

*nr^HE  name  of  this  parilh  is  derived  from  Dale  uis,  i.  «. 
-^  •  Watered  VaDey/  Dallas  is  in  the  prefbytery  of 
ForreSy  Synod  of  Morayi  and  county  of  Elgin.  It  is  12 
miles  from  £.  to  W.  and  9  from  N.  to  S. ;  the  form  is  o- 
val.  It  is  bounded  by  the  pariihes  of  Rothes  and  Bimie, 
on  the  S.  E.  and  E. ;  of  Elgin,  on  the  N.  E.  and  N. ;  of 
Baflbrd  and  Edenkillie,  on  the  N.  W.  and  W.  \  and  of 
Knockando  and  Cromdale>  on  the  S.  W.  and  S.  It  is  iur< 
rounded  by  hiUs,  fo  as  to  form  a  valley  or  flrath,  almoft 
equally  divided  from  S.  W.  to  E.  by  the  {mall  river  Loffie, 
and  interfered  by  feveral  bums  or  rivulets,  falling  from  the 
furrounding  hills  into  Lodie.  Thefe  bums  partly  bound  the  . 
pariih  on  the  E.  and  N.  and  partly  fall  into  LoiSe  within 
the  bounds  of  the  parilh.  The  furrounding  hills  ate  cov^yr- 
ed  with  heath.  l*he  foil  is  black  and  mofly,  excepting 
ibme  fields  or  haughs  on  the  LefGe  banks. 

Fine  fmall  trout  are  found  in  Loflie  during  the  fummer. 
In  September  and  Oftobcr,  finnac  or  white  trout  are  got, 
from  I  lb.  to  3  lb.  and  a  few  fmall  falmon. 

The  fields  on  Loifie  banks  are  very  fubjeft  to  inundations. 
Thefe  do  much  damage,  by  breaking  through  and  carrying 
away  the  bed  of  the  foil,  notwithftanding  the  attention  and 
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exertions  of  the  proprietor  and  bis  tenants.  In  fummer  al&i 
and  harveft,  the  corns  and  grafs  within  reach,  are  hurt  by 
gravel  and  fand  left  upon  them.  The  moft  remarkable  in- 
undations were  in  1768, 1782,  1786,  and  1789. 

Population. — Shaw's  Hiftory  of  Moray,  publiflied  1775, 
reckons  the  catechifable  perfons  about  500,  Dr  Webfter's 
ftatement,  about  40  or  50  years  ago,  is  700.  The  prefent 
incumbent  found  the  number  of  fouls  in  July  and  Auguft 
1778,  to  be  917  :  Of  whom  84  were  under  6  years  of  age^ 
434  were  males,  483  females.  In  1788,  the  number  amount- 
ed to  888,  of  whom  426  were  males,  462  females. 

TABLE. 

Annual  average  of  baptifms  for  20  years,  froln  the 

year  1770  to  1789,  is  -  -  .  -  aj 

Annual  average  of  males  baptized,  about  -  13 

Annual  average  of  marriages  from  the  end  of  the 

year  1 7  74,  till  that  of  1 782,  is  -  8 

Annual  average  of  deaths  in  the  fame  period         -  ij 

Annual  average  of  males  who  died,  about  -  8 

.  females,  nearly  7 

A  man  and  woman,  nwirried  6^  years,  died  here,  the  huf- 
band  in  the  95th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  wife  aged  93.  Up- 
wards (rf  20  young  men,  fince  the  year  1778,  particularly 
fince  the  years  1783  and  1784,  have  emigrated  to  America 
and  other  foreign  parts.  A  few  have  gone  into  England* 
Some  families  and  fingle  perfons  to  the  fouth  of  Scotland, 
and  families  alfo  and  unmarried  perfons  into  the  neighbour- 
ing towns  for  employment.  There  are  not  above  fix  or 
eight  uninhabited  houfes  at  moft,  fince  the  year  1778,  and 
only  a  few  ereftions  have  been  made  fince  that  period  •, 
but  a  great  many  fomc  years  before. 

Proiuce^ 
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ProiucCf  i^c. — ^Potatoes  are  raifed  for  familj  ufe,  and  a 
few  garden  and  field  turnip,  principallj  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  Natural  oaks,  birch  and  allar,  apple,  pear,  plum, 
gean  and  cherry  trees  grow  in  feveral  places,  and  fome  large 
inclofures  of  planted  firs,  of  a  pretty  old  Handing,  large 
enougb  for  deals,  farm-houfe  couples,  &c. 

Barley,  tjc^  and  oats,  are  raifed  in  the  parifli*  Very  lit- 
tle flax  is  cultivated,  and  a  few  fields  are  laid  down  in  grafs. 

Ever  fince  the  prefent  incumbent  was  fettled,  (1778,)  un- 
lets in  a  few  inftances,  the  crops  have  been  found  infufficient 
to  maintain  the  inhabitants  or  their  cattle.  Living,  how- 
ever, in  the  vicinity  of  Elgyn  and  Forres,  they  are  em- 
ployed in  carrying  peats  twice  a- week  to  market.  This 
enables  them  to  purchafe  fome  additional  provifions  fot 
their  families,  and  alfo  corn,  or  com  and  fodder  in  the 
feafon,  when  a  deficiency  at  home  requires  a  fupply.  Sow- 
ing does  not  become  general  till  towards  the  middle  of 
A.pril.  The  climate  admits  not  of  it  earlier :  And  the 
tenants,  doubtlels,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  foil,  think 
they  have  the  cleaner  crop  the  later  fown.  Of  courfe, 
it  is  the  middle  or  rather  the  end  of  November  before 
all  the  corns  are  got  in.  From  is.  to  15s.  may  be 
the  rent  of  each  acre,  from  the  leafl  improved  miur  to  the 
higheft  cultivated  field.  Every  pariih  in  the  north  of 
Scotland,  doubtlefs,  fufiered  by  the  failure  of  crop  ^782  ; 
among  which,  it  may  be  conceived,  this  parifh  had  its  me- 
lancholy {hare.  A  liberal  il^are  of  bounty -meal  was,  at  that 
period,  allowed  for  the  indigent  in  the  parifli.  The  firft 
and  fecond  moieties,  gratis^  came  moil  feafonably  in  fum- 
mer  1783,  or  before  the  corns  were  ripe.  The  third  and 
laft  moiety  from  Government,,  at  6\  d.  a  peck,  came  alfo 
feafonably  a  fliort  time  thereafter. 

MifceUaneottf 
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Mifctttanems  Ob/ervations,— The  air  is  Ihaip  tod  iy. 
The  inhabitants  are  generaUj  healthj.  The  fmall-pox  is 
become  leis  fatal  hj  means  of  inoculation. 

There  arc  fome  chalybeate  fprings,  but  feldom  reforted 
to. — The  pariih  abounds  in  grey  flate  quarries.  There 
is  likewife  a  freeftone  quarry  of  excellent  quality. 

Towards  the  top  of  the  eaft  gable  of  the  church,  in  a 
xdche  on  the  outfide  of  the  wall,  itands  a  ftone  weather- 
beaten  eiligy,  of  about  4  feet  high  and  a  broad,  of  a 
£aintf  called  Michael,  to  whom  the  church  is  iaid  to  be 
dedicated.  In  the  middle  of  the  church-yard,  there  fiill 
remains,  entire,  a  neat  ete&  well  cut  ftone  pillar,  ancient* 
ly  the  crois,  to  which  are  ftill  brought  the  cattle  and  eSeda 
of  fome  bankrupts.  A  large  fquare  ftone,  above  ground, 
is  the  pedeftal.  The  capital  a  ^fieur  de  luce^  covered  with 
mois,  emblematical  of  a  hoary  head,  and  the  whole 
height  from  the  ground  11  feet. 

Each  tenant  has  a  horfe,  for  the  moft  part,  bought  at 
market ;  many  have  a,  fome  3  or  4.  Several  farmers  have  a 
flock  of  goats  for  the  accommodation  of  tender  people  in 
fummer.  The  pariili  is  fufEciently  ftocked  with  black 
oattle  of  the  common  Scotch  breed.  There  are  a  great 
many  flocks  of  flieep  of  a  very  hardy  kind  and  tolerable 
fize,  commonly  called  Badenoch,  from  whence  every  year 
a  fupply  of  lambs  is  brought.  The  lambs  are  bought 
for  about  4  s.  6  d.  or  5  s.  a-piece,  and,  when  4  or  5  years 
old,  are  fold  from  8s.  to  12  s.  each. 

The  latenefs  of  the  harveft,  the  fcarcity  of  grain,  and  the 
overflowings  ofLoflie,  may  be  reckoned  among  the  greateft 
difadvantages  of  Dallas.  Among  its  advantages  may  be 
ranked  the  falubrity  of  the  air,  inexhauftible  mofles,  the  vi- 
cinity to  Elgin  and  Forres  for  the  falc  of  peats,  and  to  mar* 
kets  for  the  fale  of  cattle  :  Good  pafture  for  fheep,  goats 
and  black  cattle  :  Timber  from  the  woods  for  many  imple- 
ments 
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ments  of  hulbandry,  and  for  building  farm-hou&s :  Fuel  for 
their  families,  and  minds  ftrangers  to  liixurj  and  extrava- 
gance. The  cart-load  of  peats  on  the  fbreet  brings  onlj 
from  8d.  to  10  d.  in  fummer,  and  from  icd.  to  14  d.  in 
winter.  They  are  of  an  excellent  quality,  but  the  load  is 
fmaU.  Tbefe  bring  always  ready  money,  and  enable  the 
people  to  buy  the-  family  neceflaries  when  required,  and  to 
pay  the  landlord  at  the  term. 

The  Englilh  language  is  fpoken  throughout  the  pari(h; 
yet,  as  is  the  cafe  in  many  other  places,  the  names  of  the 
farms  appear  to  be  of  Celtic  derivation. 

The  inhabitants  are  much  mclined  to  induftry  and  fruga- 
lity. They  are  alfo  difpofed  to  afts  of  humanity.  A  good 
many  weavers  are  conftantly  employed  in  making  coarfe 
cloth,  commonly  called  plaidettf  from  the  produce  of  their 
flieep,.  which,  in  the  fummer  markets,  is  fold  for  from  9d. 
to  I  s.  the  Scots  ell.  By  that,  and  other  fources  of  induftry, 
they  are  enabled  to  fupport  their  families  and  pay  their 
rents.  There  are  fome  cart  and  cart-wheel  wrights,  with 
fome  carpenters  for  making  flakes  or  paling  for  folding 
cattle  in  fummer,  and  inclofing  fields. 

Their  drefe  and  manners  are  confiderably'improved  with- 
in thefe  few  years.  It  is  thought,  and  eamefty  to  be  wilh- 
ed,  that  their  condition  may  be  meliorated.  This,  it  is 
believed,  might  be  done,  by  introducing  and  encouraging  a 
flocking  manufa^ory,  or  fome  fuch  ufeful  and  accommoda- 
ting employment,  efpecially  to  occupy  the  young. 

Laft  fummer  a  petition  was  tranfmitted  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Kellas  to  the  Honourable  the  Society  at  Edinburgh, 
rcqueftinga  Society  School  for  that  quarter.  Thefe  fami- 
lies  lie  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  parochial  fchool.  Ac- 
ijordingly,    a  fchool  was  appointed  to    be  fettled  there, 

and 
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and  a  teacher  entered  at  Martinxnas  laft,  who^  ever  fiiice^ 
has  had  a  fiill  attendance,  and  is  aiBduous. 

There  is  great  occafion  ior  a  bridge  over  the  impetuous 
river  Loffie.  In  particular,  over  that  river,  where  a  public 
road  from  Forres  and  the  low  country  croiTes,  leading  to 
the  pariihes  of  Knockando,  Aberlour,  Inveraven,  &c. 
The  roads  are  in  bad  repair.  The  ilatute-labour  is  but 
irregularly  called  for,  and  ill  executed,  as  there  are  no  gen- 
tlemen of  property  refiding  in  the  pariOi.  Turnpikes  would 
be  altogether  inefficient  in  Dallas. 
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NUMBER    XIV. 
PARISH    OF    KIRKHILL. 

(County   of   Inverness.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Alexander  Frassr. 

Natncj  Situation^  and  SoiL 

KIRKHILL  confifis  of  two  united  parifhesy  called  Ward- 
law  and  Famua.  Wardtato  is  the  name  of  the  hill  on 
which  the  church  was  builty  and  is  a  corruption  of  the 
Gaelic  Bar-tla^  that  is  "  kindly  fummit."  Farnua  or 
Fearnaie^  as  it  is  called  in  Gaelic,  is  probably  derived  from 
the  vior&fearn^  £gnifying  •*  allar,"  bccaufe  the  parifli  did 
and  dill  does  abound  with  allar  trees.  The  name  of  the  united 
pariihes  in  Gaelic  is  Cnoe-mboir^  or  **  Mary's  hill/'  It  is 
the  fame  hill  otherwife  called  Wardlaw,  as  this  laft  term 
is  expreffire  of  its  fituation,  fo  the  former  is  of  its  dedi« 
cation  to  the  Virgin.  In  the  neighbourhood  it  is  called, 
by  way  of  eminence,  the  Hill :  Hence,  the  Englifh  tranf- 
lation  of  it  is  Kirkhill.  This  pariih  is  about  8  meafurcd 
miles  long  and  from  i  to  3  miles  broad.  It  is  bounded  on 
|he  E.  and  S.  by  the  pariih  of  Invemefe,  on  the  W.  by  the 

parifh 
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pariih  of  Kilterlitj,  on  the  N.  by  the  pariihes  of  Kilmo- 
racky  Urraj  and  Kilteman,  being  feparated  from  the  three 
laft  mentioned,  hj  the  river  Beoly  and  the  Moraj  frith. 
It  is  iituate^  within  the  countj  of  Invemels,  in  the  prelby- 
tery  of  Invernefc  and  Synod  of  Moray.  For  4  miles  it 
is  a  narrow  ftrip,  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill^  inclining  to  the 
Moray  frith,  with  a  N.  W.  afped.  Beyond  thefe  4  miles 
the  frith  contra£b  and  the  country  enlarges ;  but  inftead  of 
forming  a  plain,  a  ridge  of  rifing  ground  projeds  into  the 
plain,  which  divides  it  into  two  valleys  ;  the  fummit  of  this 
ridge  is  Wardlaw  or  Mary's  hill.  The  ibil  is  various. 
In  the  two  valleys  and  along  the  frith,  that  part  of  the 
land  which  conneAs  the  two  valleys,  the  foil  is  a  ftrong 
rich  clay,  which  by  proper  culture  might  be  made  Very 
fruitful  i  for  fuch  parts  of  it,  as  have  been  well  cultivated, 
produce  equal,  perhaps,  to  any  foil  in  Scotland ;  but  when 
ill  managed,  the  crop  is  precarious.  If  the  beginning  of 
the  feafon  is  very  dry,  the  clay  binds  fo  fail  as  to  flint  the 
growth  of  the  com ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  feafon  is 
•  wet,  the  coldnefs  of  the  clay  chills  the  feed.  On  the  rifing 
ground  next  the  plain,  the  foil  is  a  rich  loam,  which  xpm- 
monly  yields  a  good  and  fure  crop.  Higher  flill,  the  foil 
is  light  on  a  gravelly  bottom,  but  fharp,  and  in  good  fea* 
Ions  produce  a  tolerables  crop, 

Cltnate  and  Mineral  Sprin^.'^The  climate,  when  com« 
pared  with  many  places  in  the  fame  country,  is  mild  and 
temperate ;  much  lefs  rain  falb  in  this  pariih,  than  in  the 
height  of  the  neighbouring  pariih  of  Kilter lity.  The  moft 
prevalent  difeafes  among  the  poor,  are  fuch  as  proceed 
from  cold,  as  coughs,  dyfenteries,  and  ailhmatic  complaints. 
In  the  fpring  of  1783,  a  pleuritic  fever  raged,  which  cut 
off  many.    It  was  generally  attributed  to  cold,  contraded 

by 
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by  cutting  down  the  preceding  crop  fo  late  in  the  feafon. 
There  is  a  chalybeate  fpring  in  this  parifli  at  Achnagairn. 
It  was  once  much  frequented,  and  thought  to  be  very  falu- 
tary  for  complaints  of  the  ftomach  :  But  it  has  been  quite 
negleded  for  feme  time  paft.  The  water,  whe^  taken  up 
at  the  fountain  is  quite  clear,  nor  will  its  colour  alter  by  ly- 
ing; but  if  a  little  rum  or  tea  is  poured  into  it,  in  a  few  mi« 
nutes  it  turns  black  as  Ink.  By  this  experiment,  the  ftrength 
of  the  mineral  is  difcovered,  for  the  ftronger  the  mineral  is, 
the  blacker  will  the  colour  be. 

HiUs^  RiverSf  lie. — The  hills  that  run  along  the  S.  £.  of 
the  parifli,  are  pretty  high,  and  covered  with  heath.  The 
pafture  they  afTord  is  miferably  fcanty,  the  furface  being 
ccnftantly  carried  off  for  fuel.  There  are  fome  natural 
woods  of  birch  and  alder,  and  fome  hundreds  of  acres  c^ 
planted  fir.  Indeed,  all  the  various  trees  planted  forufe  or 
ornament  in  Great  Britain,  have  been  fuccefsfuUy  introdu« 
ccd  by  fome  of  the  proprietors.  The  river  Beuly  runs 
along  the  N.  W.  boundary  of  the  pariih,  for  about  2  or  3 
miles.  It  is  navigable  at  high  water,  by  ihips  of  about  50 
tons  burden,  fo  far  as  the  village  of  Beuly,  in  the  parifli  of 
Kilmorack.  It  produces  abundance  of  excellent  falmon,  and 
feveral  kinds  of  trouts.  The  fidmon  fetch  on  the  fpot  3d. 
the  pound.  Some  years  ago  they  fold  for  i  d.  They  ire  in 
feafon  from  February  till  the  end  of  Augufl.  During  the 
Ipring  they  are  kitted  and  fent  to  the  London  market.  Af- 
ter fummer  commences,  they  are  ialted  and  fent  to  foreign 
places.  A  very  (mall  proportion  is  fold  in  the  country. 
Herrings  are  taken  in  the  frith,  within  this  pariih,  in  fmall 
quantities  by  fet  nets  :  Their  feafon  is  from  September  to 
February :  If  any  remain  after  that  time,  they  are  poor  and 
bfi^d.     If  the  people  who  fifli  them  take  more  than  ferves 
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their  own  famiKes,  they  fell  them  in  the  parifli,  or  at  Im^ 
vemefsy  when  plenty y^at  the  rate  of  twenty  Icore  for  6<L 

BirdSf  Bioftsi  Eifr.— The  birds  that  commonly  frequent 
the  fiiores  of  this  pariih  are  of  the  web-footed  kind.    The 
wild-goofe,  cormoranty  fcale-drake^  duck,  teal,  widgeon,  fiea- 
magpie,  and  fwan,  are  rare.     The  guUs  here  are  of  three 
different  ipecies.     There  are  the  crane,  ourkw,  plover,  half 
plover,  fandy  lark,  page  plover ;  of  all  which  only  the  duck, 
fcale  drake,  widgeon  and  plover,  neflle  in  the  pariih.  Land 
birds,  larger  than  a  common  fparrow,  are,  the  lark,  boun- 
tain,  thruih,  fieldfare,  ftarling,  blackbird,  fiiipe,  quail,  land- 
rail, partridge,  moorfowl,  black  game.  Rooks  and  wood-pi- 
geons are  fo  numerous  as  to  be  a  feriousevil  to  the  farmer; 
crows  and  magpies  are  exceedingly  numerous  UkewiDe.  Mi- 
gratory birds  are  the  lapwing  or  ^een  plover,  cuckoo,  blue 
and  grey  fwaHow^  fione-chatter,   and  night-hawk.     The 
lapwing  appears  in  March,  the  cuckoo  in  April,  fwallows 
and  ftone-chatters  in  April  or  May,  the  night-hawk  in 
May  or  June :  He  makes  a  chattering  noife  the  whole  night, 
and  lives  upon  the  butterflies  or  moths  that  fly  about  during 
the  night.     All  thefe  ^fappear  in  OAober.      The  wood- 
cock appears  the  end  of  Odober  or  beginning  ef  November, 
and  difappears  in  February.      The  (bow-birds  appear  \u 
flocks  in  November  or  December,  as  florm  fets  in,  and  difr 
appear  in  February,  as  the  weather  turns  mild.  The  black- 
bird was  once  migratory,  but  for  10  years  paft  he  remains 
with  us  throughout  the  year.     Whether  this  indicates  that 
our  climate  is  grown  colder  than  it  was  formerly,  I  will  noc 
pretend  to  &y.      The  number  of  Iheep  may  be  about  a 
xooo  *,  of  which  about  100  are  of  the  Bakewell  breed, 
the  reft  of  the  old  Scots  iheep,  fmall  fized,  with  ihort  wool, 
unequal  as  to  its  quality,  fome  of  it  being  fine,  and  fome 
of  it  Xroarfc.     The  black  cattle  may  be  about  800.     They 

are 
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of  ▼su'ioQS  kinds ;  1>ut,  in  general,  they  are  larger  than 
the  old  highland  breed,  that  are  fit  to  lie  out  during  the 
winter.  The  number  of  horfes  may  be  about  400,  and  are 
ef  varioos  -fizes. 

Fopulatton.-'^Tht^  return  to  Dr  Webfter  about  40  or  50 
jaears  ago,  was  1360.  In  the  year  1673,  the  examinable 
perfons  in  the  parifh  of  Wardlaw,  were  reckoned  by  die 
dien  incumbent  about  fix  or  feven  hundred.  If  Famus 
bore  the  fame  proportion  to  Wardlaw  then  as  now,  both  pa- 
rilhes  might  contain  850.  About  30  years  ago,  by  a  lift  of 
the  late  incumbent,  the  examinable  perfons  in  the  united 
parifh  were  about  950.  Ev^ry  year  fincc  1773,  a  new  lift 
was  made  by  the  prdent  incumbent ;  the  examinable  per- 
fons were  never  much  above  xoop,  nor  below  950,  till  4 
years  ago,  when  their  number  increafed.  By  an  exaift  fur- 
vey  made  in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1789,  the  examinable 
perfons  were  1 190,  of  whom  there  were  489  males,  701  fe- 
males, the  proportion  of  males  to  females  being  nearly  as 
5  to  7.  Under  9  years  of  age,  not  entered  on  the  lift,  were 
380,  making  for  the  number  of  fouls  1571.  The  reafons 
£»r  the  increafe  of  examinable  perfons,  I  take  to  be  thefe : 
Firfi,  about  4  years  ago,  feveral  fmall  farms  were  thrown 
into  a  few  large  ones ;  the  greater  part  of  thofe  farmers 
who  were  difpoflefied,  remained  in  the  pariih  as  cottagers, 
while  other  perfons  were  brought  in  to  manage  the  large 
farms.  Again,  feveral  gentlemen  in  the  parifli  have  a  tafte 
fat  improvements,  as  planting,  ditching,  by  which  they  give 
cooibmt  employment  to  a  number  of  labourers,  fo  that  per- 
lons  of  that  defcription  crowd  in  from  other  places.  The  a  ve- 
cage  of  births  for  the  laft  7  years  is  nearly  40,^^  of  which  there 
aie  ao  males  and  20  females.  The  males  and  females  are  al- 
fUfA  equally  balanced.  The  whole  number  of  births  for  the 
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laft  7  years  fiood  thus :  Males  138,  females  139.  Bj  the 
lift  of  examinable  perfons,  the  proportion  of  males  to  fe- 
males was  as  5  to  7.  The  decreafe  of  aduk  males  is  owing 
to  their  leaving  the  pariih.  Numbers  of  young  men  go  to 
the  fouth  of  Scotland,  as  handicraftfmen,  or  labourers :  Se- 
veral eDlift  in  the  army,  and  fome  go  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
while  the  women  remain*  The  average  of  deaths  may  be 
about  20 ;  but  this  cannot  be  fo  exaAly  aicertained,  as  feve- 
ral  from  this  pariih  are  buried  at  Invcmeis  or  Kilterlity, 
and  fome  from  both  thefe  parities  are  buried  here.  By  the 
regifter,  30  died  in  1783,  but  then  a  pleuritic  fever  cut  off* 
a  third  more  than  commonly  die.  In  1790,  30  perfoos 
likewife  died;  but  the  fmall-poz,  meafles,  and  hooping- 
cough  raged  at  the  fame  time.  In  feveral  of  the  interme- 
diate years,  not  above  zo  died,  llie  average  of  marriages 
may  be  about  5. 

Proprietors^  Tenants^  and  J?#;i/.-*There  are  6  proprietors 
and  one  feuer,  of  whom  5  have  their  occafional  or  conftant 
refidence  in  the  pariih.  There  are  abont  60  tenants,  of 
whom  8  pay  from  L.  30  to  L.  60  Sterlmg  rent ;  the  reft 
may  pay  frcxn  L.  10  to  L.  i  j  Sterling.  Befides  thefe  there 
are  cottagers,  who  pay  for  fmall  crofts  from  5  s.  to  L.  5.  All 
thefe  cottagers  are  either  handicraftfmen  or  labourers :  Fre- 
nuently  one  man  has  three  occupations ;  he  manages  his 
croft,  works  as  a  labourer  in  fummer,  or  while  the  weather 
is  good,  and  as  a  weaver,  tailor,  Ihoemaker  or  carpenter  in 
winter,  or  when  the  weather  is  bad.  There  may  be  of  this 
defcription,  labourers  without  a  handicraft,  34;  handicraftf- 
men, 77;  male  fervants,  134;  female  fervants,  104; 
houfehold  fervants  are  included.  About  10  years  ago 
cottagers  were  employed  in  [agriculture,  but  now  hired 
fervants,     Sqveral  boufes  have  been  biiilt  within  that  pc- 
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riod,  perhaps  50.  The  ralued  rent  of  the  parifli  is  L.  1068, 
zo  s.  Scots.  The  real  rent  may  be  about  L.  2000  Sterling. 
The  rent  of  land  varies.  Such  fiurms  as  have  been  given  in 
leafe  about  30  years  ago,  may  pay  firom  7  s.  to  10  s.  for  the 
acre  of  arable  ground.  Farms  that  have  been  lately  let,  paj 
from  15  8.  to  20  8.  the  acre. 

Crops.'^^Tht  principal  crops  in  the  pariAi  are  barley  and 
oats ;  peafe  is  not  fo  common.  Lint  is  fown  in  (mail  quan- 
tities for  family  ufe.  The  common  tenants  and  cottagers 
raife  a  great  many  potatoes  in  proportion  to  their  acres,  de- 
pending upon  them  chiefly  for  fubfiilence.  The  proprietors 
and  gentlemen  tenants  follow  the  Norfolk  method  of  huf- 
1>andry.  They  fow  wheat,  turnip,  andgrais-feeds.  They 
ufe  the  Engliih  plough,  drawn  by  two  horfes,  without  a 
driver.  The  farms  in  the  hand  of  the  proprietors  and  bet- 
ter tenants,  are  inclofed  -,  the,  reft  of  the  parifh  is  open. 
Wheat  is  fown  from  the  middle  of  Oftober  to  the  middle  of 
November ;  oats  and  peafe  in  the  end  of  March  and  be- 
ginning of  April*,  barley  from  the  end  of  April  to  the  be- 
ginning of  June ;  lint  the  beginning  of  May  \  turnip  from 
the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of  July.  The  harveft  is 
feldom  begun  before  September ;  and  if  the  crop  is  got  in 
jibout  the  middle  of  Oflober,  they  reckon  it  in  good  time. 
A  greater  quantity  of  every  fpecies  of  grain  than  is  neoef- 
lary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants  b  railed ;  at  the 
£une  time,  viAual  gives  a  high  price,  and  mealis  fometimes 
icarce,  becanfe  the  barley  is  wholly  confumed  by  the  difiil- 
leries. 

Churchy  Stipend^  School^  Poar^  \Jc. — ^The  church  was  firft 
boik  on  Wardlaw  or  Mary's  hill  in  the  yeaf  12x0.  The 
patron  is  Frafer  of  Lovat.  The  living  confifts  of  5  chalders 
tf  TiOual,  half  barley,  half  oatmeal;  and  L.  50  Sterling  of 
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monejf  with  50  m«rks  Scots  for  communion-cIemeotB* 
The  glebe  confiib  of  7  Scots  acres.  The  manfe  was  buik 
IB  1775*  The  churdi  was  begun  building  in  1790*  It  is 
not  yet  finiflied.  It  has  been  removed  about  two  gon- 
ihots  from  Mary's  hill.  There  are  no  diflenters  of  any  kind 
within  the  bounds  of  this  parifli»  except  fix  Catholics. 
There  are  two  fchoob  in  this  parifli;  one  of  them  is  a  paro- 
chial fchooly  the  other  is  planted  by  the  Society  for  pro- 
pagating Chriftian  Knowledge.  The  epkoluments  of  the 
parochial  fchool  are  200  merks  Scots  of  falary,  one  (hilling 
the  quarter  for  every  fcholar  taught  to  read ;  one  (hil- 
ling and  (izpence  the  quarter  from  every  (cholar  tau^ 
vmting,  arithmetic,  and  Latin.  The  Society  (chodmafter 
has  a  falary  of  L.  za.  the  children  of  the  poor  ^re  taught  by 
him  gratis.  At  each  of  the(e  fchools  there  are  from  60  to 
80  children.  The  number  of  poor  on  the  pari(h  roll  is  50. 
The  fund  to  provide  for  them  is  not  above  L.  lo,  arifing 
from  the  weekly  coUedions,  the  hire  of  a  mortcloth, 
and  the  intereft  of  L.  50  due  tbe  fe(&on  by  bond.  The 
gxeater  number  of  thofe  on  the  roU  can  provide  for  them- 
felves  in  part,  by  their  labour.  Few  if  any  on  the  poors 
roll  beg  from  door  to  door,  yet  the  parifh  is  infefted  with 
beggars  frond  other  places. 

Trices  and  ^a^/j.— The  price,  of  grain  and  proviiions  has 
advanced  confiderably  of  late  years.  Ten  (hillings  the  boll 
was  reckoned  the  average  price,  40  years  ago,  for  barley  and 
peafe,  for  5  firlots  of  oats  and  9  ftones  of  oatmeal.  For  the 
laft  7  years,  at  an  average,  barley  has  fold  at  18s.;  peafe, 
oats,  and  meal  at  16  s.    Other  provifions  as  under, 

40  years  ago.        At  prefent. 
J.    d,  s.    d. 
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At 

preiienf. 

J. 

d. 

Sn    d. 

Muttooy        -        -        -     o 

I 

- 

0    3 

Pork,        -        -        -         o 

«4 

. 

0    3 

Ahmb£ed,        -        -       3 

0  ■ 

• 

6    0 

A  goofc,              -                I 

0 

2    0 

A  dock,        «        .        .    0 

4 

- 

0    8 

Ahen,        -        .        -       o 

3 

-     0    6 

A  chicken  for  the  brander,  o 

I 

. 

0    4 

Batter  the  ftone  21  lb.          5 

0 

« 

12     0 

Cheefe  the  lb.                       2 

6 

- 

-    5     0 

Fftrm  fe^ranta  hired  by  the  jear,  receive  from  L.  4  to  L  g, 
and  6  bblla  meal,  unkfii  thej  board  in  the  houfe ;  fecond 
dais  of  men  fervants  receive  from  L.  3  to  L.  4  jearl j, 
and  6  boUs  meal.  Boja  receive  from  30  s.  to  L.  2,  and  4 
bolls  meal  for  vidnab  ^  but  generallj  they  have  their  meat 
ymth  the  honfehold  fervants.  Female  £ervants  for  the  £um, 
from  L.  I  to  L.  2.  Labourers  hired  b j  the  daj  get  8  d. ;  by 
the  piece,  they  commonly  make  from  10  d.  to  x  s.  6  d.  From 
the  frugal  manner  in  which  they  live,  a  labourer,  if  fober 
and  indufirious,  may  fupport  himfelf,  his  wife  and  3  or  4 
children. 

Manners  and  il/ora/r.-<-The  people  of  this  pariih,  in  ge« 
neral^are  fober  and  induifarious,  free  bom.  gro(s  crimes, 
fraftable  and  fubmiffive.  They,  as  well  as  the  people  of 
the  neighbouring  pariflies,  have  made  a  greater  progrefs  in 
civilization  within  the  laft  50  years,  than  for  feveral  centu- 
ries before.  This  is  owing,  firfi,  to  the  decline  of  the  feu- 
dal fyftem.  Before  the  year  1745,  thatfyftem  hadconfider- 
able  influence.  Every  chief  confidered  himfelf  as  an  inde- 
pendent prince,  who  might  commit  depredations  on  his 
neighbours  territories,  as  avarice  or  animofity  dilated. 

The 
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The  clana»  like  the  fubjeAs  of  independent  dates,  living  in 
the  clofe  neighbourhood  of  each  other,  were  animated  bj 
conftant  jealoufy  and  mutual  hatred.  They  negleded  in- 
dttftrjy  becaofe  thej  held  the  firuits  of  their  labour  bj  a 
precarious  tenure.  Thej  made  little  account  of  good  mo- 
rabi  fince  it  could  not  defend  them  from  their  lawleis 
jieighbours,  nor  at  all  times  fecure  the  favour  of  their 
chief.  But  when  the  feudal  fjftem  received  an  irrecover- 
able blow,  by  quelling  the  rebellion,  and  by  the  juriididion 
afi,  the  people  began  to  feel  the  force  of  the  laws  of  their 
country,  ia  punifhing  the  guilty  and  defending  the  io- 
Aocent.  They  were  excited  to  induftry,  by  the  profpefi  of 
enjoying  what  they  acquired.  They  were  taught  morali- 
ty, by  the  mod  obvious  (though  not  the  moft  important) 
argument,  that  it  afforded  the  heft  fecurity  to  their  per- 
fons  and  property.  Another  caufe  of  thb  progrefi  is  the 
influence  of  religion.  No  doubt  the  ordinances  of  religion 
were  difpenfed  previous  to  the  year  1745  ;  but  it  is  only 
iince  that  period  the  people  have  begun  to  refped  them. 
Before  that  sera,  they  confidered  themfelves  as  a  race  of 
warriors,  and  that  religion  was  beneath  their  notice,  or  in- 
confident  with  military  proweis;  fentiments  carefully  in* 
culcated  by  thofe  who  had  occafion  for  their  fcrvices.  Be- 
fides,  religion  has  been  confiderably  aided  by  literature  iince 
the  sera  mentioned.  The  lower  clais  have  been  more  gene- 
rally taught  to  read.  In  learning  to  read,  the  principles  of 
Chridianity  have  been  inculcated.  Much  praife  in  this  re- 
fpeft  is,  in  a  fpedal  manner,  due  to  the  Society  for  propa- 
gating Chridian  Knowledge. 

Antiquiius  and  LaMgm^e.^^Thtxt  are  remains  of  two 
Druidical  templesi  but  they  are  much  defaced.  In  the  moor 
between  Achnagaim  and  the  ferry  of  Beuly,  through  which 
the  public  road  goes  to  the  northern  counties,  are  many 
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Jinall  tumuli  of  earth  mixed  with  ftones.  The  tradition 
is,  that  fome  of  the  neighbouring  clans  having  made  a 
fndden  irruption  into  the  countrj,  in  the  fpring,  when 
the  people  were  employed  at  their  ploughs  \  thefe  having 
no  time  to  provide  themfelves  with  arms,  unloofed  the 
oxen,  took  the  jokes  in  their  hands,  and  with  this  armour 
fell  upon  the  enemj  with  determined  furj,  fo  that  numbers 
were  killed  on  both  fides.  The  flain  were  buried  in  the 
£eld,  and  the  tumuli  mentioned  were  raifed  over  their 
graves.  The  moor  &om  this  event  has  been  called  Blar^ 
na-cui-flichy  that  is,  "  the  battle  of  the  wet  yoke^"  The 
language  chiefly  fpoken  by  the  common  people  is  Gaelic.; 
although  a  great  many  of  them,  from  their  being  taught  to 
read  Engliih  at  Jchool,  can  tranfaft  ordinary  bufinefs  in 
that  tongue.  All  the  names  of  places  are  obvioufly  derived 
from  the  Gaelic. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfei'vations.^-l^y  the  fpixited  exertions  of 
Indi viduab,  and  the  generous  relief  afforded  by  government, 
oatmeal,  which  fold  at  Invemels  and  in  this  pariih  the  be- 
ginning of  fummer  1783,  at  the  enormous  price  of  30  s.  the 
hoU,  was  reduced  before  the  end  of  fummet,  below  148. 
l>efides  fupplying  the  poor  gratis*  How  different  was  the 
fituation  of  this  country  during  the  fcarcity  in  King  Wil« 
liam's  rdgn  !  The  people  were  left  to  their  own  exertions ; 
when  one  crop  failed,  they  had  no  refource  for  feed,  but  to 
fow  the  damaged  corn  of  their  own  growth.  This  occafion- 
ed  the  failure  of  a  fecond  and  a  third  crop.  I  am  informed 
by  a  man  in  this  pariHi,  that  his  father  told  him,  that  du- 
ring the  fcarcity  mentioned,  four  families  inhabiting  a 
place  called  Clunes,  in  Kiltarlity  parifb,  on  the  borders  of 
this  parifh,  fubiifled  for  two  years  on  the  herbs  they  could 
colleft  in  fummer,  and  gathered  the  feed  of  the  wild  muf- 
tard,  with  which  their  fields  abounded,  and  ground  it  into 
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nMlf  to  9B  to  ftSbrd  them  a  fcantj  fiibfiffence  in  winter. 
Bttt  the  third  crop  &ilingy  the  j  could  lubfift  no  longer :  Ac- 
eordiilgly,  they  deferted  their  habitations  in  one  body,  and 
came  down  to  the  plain  below,  where  thej  £et  opa  lamen- 
table howling}  and  having  wept  till  thej  had  no  further 
'  ^ower,  thej  difperied  themfelves  to  beg  or  ferve,  as  thej 
ihould  find  a  reception,  the  wife  Separating  from  the  huf- 
band,  the  mother  from  the  children. 

A  difiidvantag^  much  felt  in  this  paridi,  is  the  icarci( j  of 
fuel.     The  common  tenants  and  cottagers  depend  cfaieSj 
on  turf,  the  peat  mofles  being  almoil  ezhaufted.    The  pro- 
p  rietors  and  better  tenants  bum  coals  from  Sunderland  or 
NewcaSle ;  but  the  hi^  price,  owing  to  the  dutj  on  this 
article,  puts  them  bejond  the  reach  of  the  poor.  Manj  dif« 
advantages  arife  from  the  late  diilillerj-law.     The  con- 
fnmpt  of  barlej  makes  the  price  of  grain  verj  hi^  for 
the  poor,  confining  the  fide  of  the  fpirits  diftiUed  to  a 
particular  diftrid,  while  ever j  parifli  within  that  diftriA 
has  the  fame  privilege  of  dillilling,  is  in  faft  confining 
what  is  difiiUed  within  die  pariQi  to  the  confumpt  of 
diat  parilb;  if  fuch  a  limitation  deftrojs  the  benefit  of  anj 
manufiiAure  in  a  great  meafure,  much  more  fo  of  this.  The 
abtmdance  of  fpirits  without  a  market  has  lowered  the  price. 
So  tliat  thej  fell  fometimes  at  9 s.  the  Scots  gallon;  an  £ng- 
lifli  pint  msj  be  bad  at  4  d.  in  the  alehoufe.      This  is  too 
ftrong  a  temptation  for  perfons  having  the  fmalleft  inclina- 
tion to  drink.    Hence,  too,  alehoufes  or  dram-houfes,  as 
thej  ought  be  called,  are  multiplied;  and  each  of  thele 
maj  be  confidered  as  fextdnaries  of  vice  and  idlenefr^ 
About  two  jears  ago,  there  were  8  alehoufes  within  this 
pari& ;  but  the  Jufiices  of  the  Peace,  confcious  of  their  hurt- 
!ul  tendenc J,  ihut  them  all  up,  except  two,  that  are  at  con- 
venient diftances  upon  the  public  road. 

Digging 


Digging  pits  Cor  gnvd  to  mix  widi  dung  is  an  nni* 
▼ecfid  bntpernicioiis  pradice  in  thisporifli.  It  not  onlj  de« 
foarins  the  Goimtrj,  aiid  defbnpjB  tb«  asliutfl  paftnre,  biU  ren-^ 
das  die  land  fiir  ever  incapable  of  improvement,  where 
pitted^  widi  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  land  on  which  the 
gravel  is  laid.  Cutting  £eal  and  divot  is  another  hurtful 
pafiice,  though  not  peculiar  to  this  pariih,  but  it  would  ba 
extremelj  opp^|ef&ve  in  proprietor  to  prohibit  it  altoge- 
ther, without  giving  the  poor  a  fubfiitute  for  building  and 
thatduag  dieir  houies. 
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NUMBER    XV. 
PARISH  OF  INVERARITY. 

(county  of    FORFAR.) 
Bjt  the  Rro.  Mr  John  Webster.. 

Situation  and  Extent, 

INv£RARiT7  is  in  the  prefbytery  of  ForfaF»  and  Sjmk^ 
of  Angus  and  Meams.  It  is  bounded  hy  the  pariih  of 
Kinnettles  on  the  W. ;  Murrajs  on  the  S. ;  Carmyllie  on  the 
£• ;  and  by  Forfar  on  the  N.  The  parifh  is  about  3  miks 
f(Ittare» 

Aj^culturt^  Rentf  Wagei,  Uc^ — ^Here  and  in  the  neigb-^ 
bourhood,  there  is  a  growing  fpirit  for  agriculture.  Marl 
is  the  chief  manure.  It  is  brought  from  the  diftance  of  5 
Bodies ;  and  from  40  to'  50  bolls  are  put  upon  an  acre.  Its 
effe^b  are  molt  fenfible  and  beneficial  upon  light  dry  land  i. 
and  if  laid  on  in  a  greater  quantity,  it  will  operate  power- 
fully, even  on  a  foil  that  has  a  tendency  to  be  moid.  For 
the  firil  feafon  it  does  little  good ;  but  afterwards  its  efieds 
will  Gontiaue  for  6  or  ^  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  the 
marling  operation  may  be  renewed,  but  it  is  pretended,  the 
quantity  of  marl  ought  to  be  diminiflied  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  times  that  the  field  has  been  marleid.    The 

mo(t 
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mod  approved  method,  is  to  mix  it  with  earth  and  dung, 
about  I  part  marl,  i  earth,  and  2  dung.  This  compoil,  hy 
Reading  it  equallj,  prevents  dangerous  effe£b  \  and  alfo 
caufes  it  to  work  fooner  than  when  marl  is  laid  on  by  it- 
fclf.  What  in  fomc  meafure  may  have  retarded  the  prb^' 
grels  of  agriculture  here,  is  the  old  fyffem  of  bondage  and 
cottagers,  which  ftill  prevails.  This  pra&ice  has  continued, 
on  account  of  very  long  leafes  having  been  formerly  given.^* 
Of  cottagers,  there  are  to  the  number  of  60  families,  and  the 
bondage  in  which  they  are  held  by  the  great  farmer,  has 
evidently  an  effeA  in  rendering  them  lels  induftrious;  not 
having  the  conunand  of  their  own  time,  they  are  brought 
not  to  know  its  value^  and  from  being  idlers  .when: 
paying  bondage  abroad,  they  learn  to  be  lazy  at  home ;  he- 
fides,  as  they  hold  their  cottages  from  year  to  year,  every 
little  improvement  they  ihould  make,  would  render  them 
only  more  dependent  on  their  mafter..  As  the  old  leafes 
of  the  great  &rm3  expire,  thefe  cottagers  are  getting  leafes 
£rom  the  proprietor.  From  this,  and  the  aboliihing  of  per- 
fenal  (iervices,  it  is  not  doubted  but  their  fituation  will  be 
unproved,  and  the  moft  powerful  motive  be  given  to  excite 
their  induftry. 

There  are  but  few  inclofures  in  this  parifli  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  arable  ground.  Corn  therefore  is  prihci* 
paQycuItivated.  Where  a  field  has  been  under  cultivation 
and  indofed,  it  may  let  from  18  9.  to  21  s.  the  acre ;  where 
it  is  otherwife,  it  will  not  give  above  158,  The  valued 
rent  is  L.  2987  :  6 : 8  Scots  \  the  real  rent  about  L.  2000 
Sterling.  "^ 

Labourers  get  a  ifailling  a>day  without  their  viOuals ; 
fiurm  fervants  have  from  L.  8  to  L.  10  the  year,  and  maid- 
fervvnts  from  L.  3  to  L.  4  ^  and  the  wages  of  all  of  them  are 
ftill  gradually  rifing,  which  ihews  that  both  manufadures 
and  agriculture  are  in  a  thriving  condition. 

Ptantationu 
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PlqnUUiom^'^Tht  want  of  inclofuits  has  had  the  Ikine  ef- 
&fi  here,  as  in  other  places,  of  retanUng  the  plantadon  of 
trees :  A  drcumftanoe  to  be  regretted,  as  woods  and  hedge- 
rows add  to  the  beauty,  and  improve  the  climate  of  a  conn- 
try.  It  gives  pleafure  to  mention,  that  the  prindpal  pro- 
prietor is  bttfy  in  planting  the  whole  of  his  wafk  huids, 
which  muft  eventually  turn  to  good  account.  An  acre  of 
land  win  contain  1500  trees  at  6  fieet  di(lance«  In  10  years, 
each  of  tbefe  may  Cell  for  a  d. ;  and  this  amounting  to 
L.  la.  10  s.  yields  a  rent  of  10  s.  yearly.  In  planting  wafte 
lands,  efpedally  on  the  dec^vity  of  a  hill,  it  would  he  a 
good  pradice  to  lay  two  furrows  together  with  the  plough; 
which  would  give  the  trees  planted  between  them  agreater 
depA  of  foil ;  and  what  is  of  ftiU  greater  advantage,  the 
groimd  would  be  kept  dry,  and  the  trees,  on  that  aceonnty 
thrive  much  better. 

Birds  ofPajptgi^  C/c^— Dotterels,  rails  and  woodcodts^ 

vifit  this  parifli.  At  Aeir  firft  appearance  dott^reb  are  ve- 
ry tame ;  but  after  having  been  Ihot  at  they  become  re- 
markably wild.  They  have  become  much  rarer,  fince  the 
country  was  improved.  Woodcocks  come  here  in  the'end 
of  September,  and  remain  till  April ;  one  of  them  buik  a 
neft  in  this  neighbourhood ;  but  the  neft  and  eggs  were  de- 
firoyed.  We  have  a  few  groufe;  and  which  are  confider- 
ably  larger  in  fize  than  upon  the  Grampians. 
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Pofuliiition,f^'Tht  return  to  Dr  Webfter,  about  40  or  50 
jean  ago^  was  996.  According  to  the  pariih  regiflef  ,  there 
were  at  an  average—— 

^.  2).       Marriages.       Bapti/ms: 

37 
38 
4» 
33 
3» 
37 
34 


There  are  169  families,  si  ^^  ^^^  £uni]y.  Thofeof  xo 
jears  and  under,  are  to  thofe  above  that  age  as  a  to  9. 
There  axe  x  Roman  Catholic;  7  Epifcopalians  \  33  Seceders- 
The  population  from  X716  to  X770  is  calculated  from  bap- 
tilms,  and  burials  being  multiplied  by  %6  and  36,  and  the 
half  of  the  whole  produft  being  taken  for  the  number  of 
fools  required,  that  of  1 780  and  x  789  is  afc'ertained  by  aftnal 
enumeration.^*  It  Ihould  thus  appear,  that  the  population  of 
the  pariih  daring  the  pre&nt  century  has  been  very  much 
the  iame ;  Many  caniea  may  have  contributed  to  this ;  the 
number  of  large  farms,  of  fmall  pofleilions,  and  of  cottages 
cootinued  nearly  equal ;  and,  though  our  increafed  wealth 
ihoold  have  produced  more  xhildren,  yet  having  no  trading 
village  to  keep  them  at  home,  thofe  who  were  not 
needed  for  the  nfual  domeftie  purpofesi  may  hav^  gone  in 
Cearch  of  employment  to  the  many  manufiiftnring  towns^ 
widi  which  we  are  furrounded.  From  the  cottagers  being;' 
in  moie  eafy  drcumftances  than  formerly,  it  is  probable 
there  may  acnr  be  a  greater  preportion  of  fonb  under  xa 

years 
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years  of  age ;  bat  the  higher  wages  of  labouiing  iervants 
having  led  the  fanner  to  do  more  work  with  fewer  hands, 
the  one  ctrcumftance  may  counterbalance  the  odier,  and 
therefore  may  have  kept  the  population  of  the  parilh  al* 
moft  llationary. 

Poor^  Wr. — Families  who  occafionaUy  need  relief  from 
the  poors  fund,  have  been  gradually  diminifliing,  and 
beggars  have  become  exceedingly  lels  numerous ;  at  prefent 
we  have  not  one  belonging  to  the  pariih ;  but  in  1741  the 
ktrk-feflion  gave  3  a  of  them  a  badge  and  a  licence  to  beg. 
Later  thin  that  period  the  heritors  were  obliged  to  al&ls 
themfelves  for  fupporting  the  poor ;  now  our  weekly  col- 
leCHons  are  more  than  adequate  for  that  purpofe.  At  the 
interval  of  every  ao  years  there  was,  at  an  average,  col- 
leded  each  Sunday,        ■ 


yi.D. 

S. 

d. 

fJlQ 

0 

4 

1730 

I 

3 

1750 

« 

7 

1770 

5 

3 

1790 

7 

0 

Were  we  therefore  to  judge  of  the  wealth  of  the  parifh 
by  this  ftandard,  we  would  conclude,  that  it  had  increafed 
in  the  proportion  of  i  to  21 :  This  eftimate  would^  how- 
ever, be  too  high ;  becaufe  as  there  was  formerly  a  much 
greater  number  of  parochial  beggars,  thofe  who  had  to 
give  more  charity  in  private,  might  give  lefs  in  public  : 
Yet  allowing  for  thb,  and  comparing  what  was  given  at 
different  periods  for  the  relief  of  families,  who  may  le 
fuppofed  to  have  been  in  fimilar  circumftances,  the  wealth 
of  the  parifh  muft  be  8  or  10  times  greater  than  it  Hvas  in 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century.  Our  former  poverty, 
and  indeed  the  poverty  of  the  country  in  general,  is  ftrong- 
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ly  marked  bj  the  defcription  given,  of  thofe  who  folicited 
charitj  as  beggars: — Stranger  gentlemen, — ^poor  gentle* 
men,— diflirefled  gentlemen,-~are  the  appellations  very 
frequently  given  them ;  and  what  muft  have  been  the  po« 
vert  J !  what  the  fpirit  of  the  times!  when,  as  the  record 
informs  us,  a  gentleman  accepted  a  fourpence,  and  a  young 
gentleman,  recommended  by  a  nobleman,  was  relieved  by 
afixpencel 

jttuiquities. — ^The  only  antiquity  worth  mentioning  is  a 
Roman  camp  called  Taerfauds,  in  the  moor  of  Lower.  It  is 
tiearly  aredangular  parallelogram, about  300  by  700  yards^ 
There  is  another  camp,  Battledykes,  about  8  miles  to  the 
north  of  this.  In  the  pai'iik  of  Oathlaw,  and,  from  the  traces 
of  a  via  $mUtttris  extending  between  them,  it  is  probable  that 
theie  two  encampments  were  conneded  together.  Neither 
hiftory  nor  tradition  give  any  diflinfl  account  of  either  o£ 
them.  Some  antiquaries  fuppofethem  to  have  been  built  by 
Agricola  in  hb  6th  campaign,  when  he  obtainelt  his  viAdty 
over  the  Caledonians,  under  Galgactis  their  chief. 

CbaraSier  ofthePeopk.-^Thtj  ate,  in  genera],  induftrious 
and  Ibber ;  pleafed  with  their  fituatioh,  but  not  without  am« 
bition  to  improve  it ;  remarkable  for  their  attendance  at 
ehorch  -,  and  improved  both  ia  their  moral  and  religiotis  cha« 
rafter. 
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NUMBER    XVL 

PARISH   or   DUIRINISIt 
(l8L£  OF  SKY,  COUNTY  OF  INVERNESS.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  William.  Bethuke. 

,  Namcp,  Situation^  Surfaee^  SoU  Ife. 

THE  name  of  this  pariik  feems  to  be  of  foreign  oiv 
gin,  as  are  almoft  all  the  names  of  farms,  places  and 
parUhes  in  the  weftem  iilands.  The  places  ivhofe  names 
terminate  in  Nels,  or  Nifli ;  as  Honifb,  Trotemiih,  Vater- 
nifh,  &c«  fignifj  promontoriesi  or  head-Iands,  projeding, 
into  the  fea ;  yet  thefe  names  haye  no  affinity  to  the  Gae* 
lie  language,  in  found  or  meaning ;  nor  any  relation,  as  &r 
as  can  be  known,  to  the  local  Atuation  or  appearance  of  the 
places,  and  may  be  words  oi  the  Pidiil^  or  more  probably 
of  the  Danifh  language*  as  would  appear  from  a  well 
known  cape  in  Norway  being  called  the  Ne/e.  Duiriniflfi 
is  fituated  in  the  county  of  Invemeis,  in  the  prefbytery  of 
Sky,  and  Synod  of  Clenelg.  Its  extent  from  N.  to 
S.  W.  namely,  from  the  point  of  Vatemifli  to  the  point  of 
Idrigil,  b  17  computed  miles.  Its  breadth  from  lindale 
to  the  weftem  ihore,  13  miles.  It  is  bounded  on  the  £. 
by  the  pariih  of  Sniford,  on  the  S.  E.  by  the  pariih  of 
Bracadale,  on  the  N.  W.  and  S.  W.  by  the  £»  or 
Channel^  which  feparates  this  country  from  the  Long 

Ifland,. 
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Ifland,  and  which  is  about  z8  miles  broad.  The  ground 
about  the  lochs  or  branches  of  the  fea,  which  run  far  into 
the  conntr  J,  defcends  in  fome  planes  with  a  quick,  and  in 
other  places  with  an  eafj  flope  jtowards  the  fea.  The  pro- 
montories or  head-lands  are  rocks  of  immenfe  height ;  the 
moors  in  moft  places  are  deep  and  wet.  The  foil  in  fome 
parts  is  a  light  black  loam,  in  fome  places  of  a  reddilh  gra- 
vellj  appearance ;  and  though  moftly  thin  and  ftonj,  it  is  on 
the  whole  fertile  and  produdive*  The  air  is  very  moid  and 
foggj ;  the  weft  and  fouthweft  winds  bring  floods  of  rain, 
owing  probably  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean* 
The  moft  common  diftempers  are  rheumatifins,  fciaticks, 
colds,  nervous  fevers  and  dyfenteries,  owing,  it  is  prefu- 
med,  to  the  wet  and  rainy  climate.  The  extent  of  the  fea- 
coaft  of  this  parifh  would  meafure  upwards  of  60  miles; 
the  fliore  b  in  general  ftohy,  and  in  many  parts  very  high 
and  rocky* 

Fifit  Ketpt  Harbours,  Wf .— The  fifli  which  frequent  the 
coaft  are  herrings,  ling,  cod,  ikate,  mackerel,  haddocks, 
flounders,  fye  and  cuddies.  Herrings  and  ling  are  export- 
ed ;  and  when  fold  in  the  country,  a  barrel  of  fait  herrings 
brings  about  168.  and  Img  L.  13  the  ton.  The  parifh 
exports  about  10  tons  of  ling  yearly  at  an  average.  There 
are  likewife  fome  feals,  otters ;  and  whales  of  a  large  fize 
are  often  feen  in  the  Channel,  between  this  and  the  Long 
Ifland.  Every  fpecies  of  fea>weed  is  reckoned  moft  excel- 
lent manure,  though  it  is  thought  to  burn  and  wafte  the 
fini,  when  it  is  not  mixed  with  earth,  and  it  is  reckoned 
more  profitable  to  convert  it  into  kelp,  than  into  manure. 
There  are  fome  kelp-ihores,  and  the  parifh  makes  about  an 
hundred  tons  annually.  The  tide  of  flood  in  this  channel 
rans  north  and  by  eaft,  and  off  the  heads  flows  with  great 
xaptditj,  perhaps  at  the  rate  of  5  miles  an  hour  in  fpring 
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tides.  One  fight-lioofe  has  been  ereded  lately  in  the  ifland 
of  Scalpa  in  Harris^  which  is  reckoned  of  great  utility  to 
the  numerous  flupping  that  frequent  this  channel,  in  their 
voyages  to  and  from  the  Baltic.  The  harbours  of  the  pa* 
xiih  are  Loch  Amiford,  (loch  Bay,  Pottech,  Dunvigan 
Lochy  and  Loch  Hsu-lolh.  As  the  coaft  is  very  bold  and 
high,  with  a  great  depth  of  water,  it  £ddom  happens,  that 
any  veflel  is  wrecked  upon  it.  About  30  years  ago,  a  vef- 
fel  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  |aden  with  (laves,  was  caft  a- 
way  upon  the  coaft  of  Ramlaig,  in  this  parilh,  and  two  of 
the  bands  lyt^re  drowned-  The  furvjving  part  of  the  crew 
were  treated  by  the  people  with  the  greateft  humanity, 
and  the  cargo  was^referved  with  the  utmoft  care,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  underwriters.  This  forbearance,  however, 
may  be  rather  alcribed  to  the  attention  and  authority  of  the 
g|Cfideipen,  than  to  the  humanity  of  the  common  people. 

Hilb. — The  mod  remarkable  mountains  in  the  parifli, 
a^  the  two  Hallivails,  lituated  within  a  mile  of  each  other, 
of'  an  equal  height,  being  aboqt  3  quarters  of  a  mile  high, 
the  top  of  each  is  a  flat  or  a  table  land,  andy  like  twins, 
t)iey  exadly  refemble  each  other  \  fo  that  they  are  fuch  furc 
land-marks,  as  no  feaman  can  miftake.  The  hiUs  are  all 
povered  with  heathi  with  a  few  green  fpots  here  and  there. 

.  Population, — The  popnla^on  of  this  pariih,  and  of  the 
whole  ifland,  is  increafing,  and  has  been  increafing  for  at 
Ipaft  80  years  back.  The  old  people  aflirm,  that  they, 
remember  lands  which  lay  wade  in  fever^  diftrids,  •  not 
pnly  of  this  parifli,  but  in  feveral  parts  of  the  ifland,  for 
want  of  inhabitants  to  occupy  them.  Of  late,  she  inhabi* 
t^nts  have  multiplied  fo  much,  that  from  Auguft  1771,  to 
Pdober  1790,  eight  large  tranfports  have  failed  from  tlw 
ifland  with  emigrants,  to  feek  liettlements  in  America;  the 
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lafi  of  thefe  tra&fports  failed  on  the  6di  of  this  month  V 
tober  1790)  from  Loch  Bracadale.  Thefe  8  fliips  have^, 
a  very  moderate  computation,  carried  awaj  from  this  iflan^ 
2400  fouls,  and  L.  14,000  Sterling,  fhip-fireights  included. 
From  the  year  1772  to  1775,  104  males,  and  207  females, 
exnigrated  from  ttiis  parifh  to  America,  exclufive  of  thqfe 
who  have  gone  ^in  the  two  laft  fhips-,  yet  the  population 
appears  to  be  as  great  as  in  1772.  This  increafe  of  popu- 
lation may  be  attributed  to  a  more  judicious  and  rational 
treatment  of  children  and  women  in  child*bed,  than  was 
formerly  obferved  \  and  above  all,  to  the  inoculation  of  the 
£aiall-poz,  which  has  been  univerfally  pradifed  in  this 
ifland  for  30  years  paft,  and  has  been  the  means  of  prefer^ 
ving  many  lives.  The  number  of  fouls  in  this  paiiih  at 
prelent,  amounts  to  fully  3000.  The  return  to  Dr  Web« 
fter,  about  40  years  ago,  was  only  2568.  Though  there  are 
no  extraordinary  inftances  of  longevity,  yet  feverals  in  this 
pariih  arrive  at  a  good  old  age.  There  are  at  preiient  two 
men,  one  of  them  88,  the  other  95,.  and  two  women,  one  of 
them  93,  and  the  other  97  years.  In  every  difirid  of  the  pa- 
riih, there  are  fome  weavers,  male  and  female,  a  few  ^ors, 
a  blackfmiUi  in  every  barony,  fome  boat-builders  and  houfe- 
caipenters.  Every  farm  keeps  boats,  and  the  people  go  a- 
fifliing  for  their  own  ufe,  or  when,  they  iee  an  appearance 
of  herrings.  There  are  very  few  bred  feamen,  but  all  ex- 
pert rowers,  good  hardy  watermen,  and  fldlled  in  making 
a  boat  with  fails.  There  are  4  ftudents  from  this  pariih 
who  attend  the  Univeriities  of  Aberdeen.  There  are  7 
efiahliihed  clergymen  in  this  iiland,  vii.  5  on  Lord  Mac- 
donald's  eilates,  and  2  on  Colonel  Macleod's.  All  the  in-' 
habitants  of  Sky  are  Proteftants,  of  the  eilabliihed  Church 
of  Scotland,  a  very  flew  excepted,  who  are  of  the  Church 
qf  England ;  yet  thefe  peribns  are  endued  with  fuch  libe- 
ralitj*  of  ientimentSy  and  fo  free  froxp  bigotry,  that  they 
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freqtieM  the  eftabfiflied  Church,  and  coaimiinkate  at  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Marriages  here  produce, 
in  general,  froni  5  to  xa  children,  and  upwards.  The  cot- 
tages are  full  of  ifihabitants. 

ProimaknSi  C/r.-*The  utmoft  that  the  whole  ifland  can 
do  in  the  very  beft  ieafons,  is  to  ferve  the  inhabitants  widi 
meal*  .In  un&vourable  feafons  thej  buy  large  quantities 
of  imported  meal.  Oats  and  potatoes  are  planted  in  March 
and  April,  barley  is  foWn  in  the  beginning  of  May,  and 
reaped  in  Aognft.  In  wet  ieafons  the  oa^<  are  not  cat 
down  till  OAober.  The  rent  of  the  parifli  may  be  about 
L.  1700  yearly. 

Ciurci,  Stipend^  Poor^  Wr-— The  church  was  lately  re- 
paired. The  ftipend  is  L.  50,  with  L.  10  yearly  compen- 
fation  for  manfe  and  glebe.  There  b  no  manfe  ih  this  pa- 
rifli, nor  were  there  ever  any  man&s  in  Sky,  t3I  of  late 
two  manfes  have  been  built.  As  there  are  no  markets  for 
provifions  in  the  ifland,  were  the  minifiers  confined  to  a 
manfe  and  glebe,  they  could  not  procure  the  neceflaries  of 
life ;  therefore  they  thought  it  more  eligible  to  poiTefii  farms, 
and  to  accommodate  themfelves  as  to  houfes  in  the  beft 
manner  they  could.  The  Laird  of  Macleod  is  patron  of 
the  parifli.-^-The  number  of  poor  on  the  lift,  who  are  re- 
lieved in  times  of  fcarcity ,  is  63.  Many  of  thefe  do  not  go 
about  for  alms,  but  refide  moftly  in  the  hoatt  of  fome  rela- 
tion. There  are  no  other  funds  for  the  fupport  of  the 
poor,  but  the  Sunday  coUedions,  and  the  fines  of  delin- 
quents, fo  that  they  are  chiefly  fupported  by  the  charity  of 
the  parifliionen.  In  a  year  of  fcarcity,  however,  the  fef- 
fidn  make  a  fliift  to  buy  ao  bolb  of  meal  for  their  reliciF. 
In  fummer  1773,  Government  generonfly  Cent  a  cargo  of 
meal  to  the  Wefiem  Iflands,  of  whidi  this  parifli  got  44 
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boUs  and  3  firioca,  whicb  was  a  moft  feafionaUe  reliqf  t» 
the  poorer  fort  of  people,    j 

Pric9  of  Provi/ums  and  Lahmr^  (/f  •— As  there  are  no 
flefli-markets^  if  a  perfoa  is  difpofed  to-eat  beef»  be  moft 
hny  a  whole  cow ;  if  he  would  wiih  to  have  mutton,  he 
muft  buy  a  iheep.  A  cow  cofts  from  L,  2, 10s.  to  L.  3, 
ios.  a  iheep  6  s*  Butter,  when  it  can  be  procured,  from 
10  9.  to  las.  cheele  48.  the  done  weight.  Domeftic  men* 
fervants  yearlj  wages  are  from  L.  a,  lOs.  to  L.  3,  ezdu- 
five  of  4  pair  of  (hoes  to  each.  A  grieve  (or  overfeer)  has. 
from  L.  4  to  L.  7,  befides  his  ihoes.  Womeo-fervants  have 
from  8^8.  to  aos.  befides  3  pair  of  ihoes.  When  a  man- 
fervaut  marries,  and  engages  in  fervice  for  a  year,  he  has 
for  \¥Bges  as  mudi  ground  as  he  can  labour,  grais  for  2 
ailk-cows,  ^  dozen  of  iheep  and  a  horfes,  and  a  days  in 
the  week  to  do  his  own  work,  befides  his  viduals  everj 
d^  he  works  to  his  mafter.  Every  married  labourer  in 
this  country  has  a  finall  portion  of  land,  he  raiies  a  little 
flax,  and  has  a  few  iheep,  fo  that  his  wife  fumiihes  him 
with  his  whole  wearing  appareL  Were  he  to  buy  yearly, 
as  he  would  reqiure,  a  bonnet  at  i  s.  6  d.  3i  yards  of  coarle 
doth  for  a  great  coat,  at  2  s.  6  d.  the  yard,  5  yards  of  the 
iame  for  a  jacket,  waiil-coat  and  2  pair  of  breeches,.  4  pair 
rfihoes  at  as.  6d.  each,.  3  pair  of  hofe,  and  fo  in  propor- 
tion £ar  his  wife  and  children ;  alfo  X2  bolls  of  meal-  for 
himieU;  wife  aadchiUren,  at  17  s«  die  boll,  i  barrel  of  falt» 
at  5  s«  -i  fiane  of  iron  at  2  s.  together  wiib  forae  other  uur- 
avoidable  little  charges,  it  would  be  found  that  the  yearlj 
ezpeaoe  of  a  laboerer  and  his  frunily  in  the  lile  of  Sky,, 
could  ooC  be  much  lefr  than  L.  20  Sterling. 

Ami$fMtiiiis^-^T\yBrt  are  the  remains  of  2  Roman  CathoUc 
vhapebp  one  inTnunparin  Vatemiih,  and  another  in  Gleni^ 
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dale.  There  are  alfo  the  ruins  of  feveral  towers,  reponc<! 
by  tradition  to  have  been  built  bjr  the  Danes.  Tbtk 
towers  feem  not  to  have  ever  exceeded  20  feet  in  hei^t. 
Thej  are  circular  in  their  form,  and  were  built  in  a  verj 
fubftantial  manner,  with  large  ftones,  without  any  cemenf. 
They  had  an  inner  wall,  very  neatly  buih,  with  an  empty 
fpace  of  about  5  fieet  in  breadth,  between  tlie  two  walk, 
with  openings  through  the  inner  wall,  into  the  void  fpace 
or  interval  between  the  two  walls.  They  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  ever  roofed ;  but  the  two  walls  were  joined 
to  each  other  at  the  top,  by  long  flag-ftones  laid  acrols  be- 
tween the  two  walls,  and  covered  with  earth.  The  void 
fpaces  between  the  walls,  probably  were  intended  for  places 
of  ihelter  and  repofe,  and  for  preferving  arms  and  provi* 
fions  from  the  weather  \  and  as  every  one  of  thefe  lowers 
is  built  in  fight  of  one  or  more  of  the  fame,  it  is  natural  to 
think  that  they  were  intended  for  places  to  make  fignals 
from  by  (moke  and  fire,  upon  an  alarm,  or  the  fight  of  an 
enemy,  and  likewife  for  defence ;  for  as  they  are  all  built 
upon  eminences,  a  few  men  could  defend  one  of  them  al 
gainft  a  thouiand,  before  the  invention  of  cannon  and  gan* 
powder.  There  are  two  tombs  in  the  pariih.  In  one  of 
them,  about  70  years  fince,  an  urn  was  found,  omtaining 
fome  albes. 

Mifcellaneous  Ob/ervattons.^^As  to  the  fize  d  the  people, 
they  are  of  a  low  ftature,  the  men  in  general  from  5  feet 
4  inches,  to  5  feet  8.  There  are  very  few  men  who  are 
6  feet  high ;  they  are  however  afiive  and  lively.  The 
common  people  of  Sky  are  blefled  with  excellent  parts  ;  a 
liberal  Ihare  of  firong  natural  fenfe,  and  great  acutenels  of 
underftanding.  They  are  peaceable  and  gentle  in  their 
difpofitions,  and  are  very  induflrious  when  they  wori&  for 
themfelves;  but  when  they  wprk  for  hire  o{  wages,  tbcj 
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are  inclined  to  be  lazy  and  indiiFerent ;  they  are  rather  too 
fond  of  changes  and  emigrations;  and  though  they  are 
brave  and  very  loyal,  they  are  averfe  to  the  naval  and  mi- 
litary ferviceSy  and  are  extremely  difgufted  with  the  idea 
of  being  prefl*6d. — ^llie  lahgtiage  commonly  fpoken  is  Gae- 
lic.— lliere  are  in  this  parifh,  2  velTels  with  decks,  one  of  80 
tons,  the  other  of  30  tond  burden.— -Some  indications. of 
coal  have  lately  been  difcovered.— -In  Auguft  1785,  two  fa- 
milies were  banilhed  from  this  country  for  cow-fiealbg. 


Vox*  IV.  S  NUM- 


i^S  Sieayiical  AccoutU 

NUMBER    XVIL 

PARISH    OF   KIRKINNER, 

(COUNTT    OF   WIGTON.) 

f 

J^  tbi  Rnu  Mt  JOHH  GnAHAIf » 

Skuatioif  Surfactt  Soil,  Airt  Ifc. 

ANeigkboartng  pariih,  Kircowan,  is  faxd  ancxendj  to 
have  made  one  parifli  with  Kirkinner ;  and  that  of 
Loqgcaftle,  now  forming  the  S.  W.  corner  of  this  parilh* 
has,  in  later  tio>e8|  been  united  to  it.  Kirkinner,  frcmi 
S.  E.  to  N.  W.  is  about  9  Scotch  miles,  and  about  8  from 
N.  E.  to  S.  W. ;  from  E.  to  W.  about  6  miles ;  and  from 
N.  to  S.  not  quite  4.  On  the  N.  and  N.  W.  it  is  bounded 
bj  WigtcHiy  Penninghami  and  Kircowan;  bj  Mochmtn, 
on  the  W. ;  by  Glaflerton,  on  the  S.  W. ;  and  hj  Sorbie, 
on  the  S. ;  on  the  E.  and  N.  E.  by  the  Frith  of  Cree»  be- 
tween this  pariih  and  Kirkmabreck,  in  the  ftewartry  of 
GaUowaj.  The  appearance  of  the  country  is  billy,  but 
no  where  mountainous.  Its  foil  is  generally  thin  and  lights 
the  courfe  land  of  Baldem  excepted,  which  h  a  deep  and 
rich  clay,  lying  along  the  frith  of  Cree,  which,  fo  frr  as 
this  pariifh  goes,  has  a  very  flat  clay  or  fleetchy  fliore,  with 
the  hills  or  ri£jig  grounds,  generally  at  the  diftance  of  a 
mile,  or  a  little  more  from  the  tide.  This  carfe  ground 
excepted,  and  about  half  a  mile  up  from  it,  the  pariih  does 
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Hot  appear  to  have  been  nainrdlj  very  fertik.  fiat,  by 
tbe  benefit  of  fea-flieUs,  lim^  and  marl,  the  ibil  has  bdea 
Hindi  improved,  aod  fitQ  f^  on  improving,  in  the  cade 
of  Beldem,  liea  n  abmidaiit  tmifure  of  fca-lheUB,  which 
the  propiietor  however  reCeirvea  for  the  irfe  of  his  own  e- 
ftate,  in  th»  and  two  oeigfabourmg  pariihes.  For  the  left 
of  the  parifli,  tfhey  are  brought  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
Frith,  and laaded  at  Wigton,  for  xa.  6 d.  or  t  s.  8d.  tht 
eoo.  But  where  the  land-carriage  comes  to  esceed  3,  or 
vtjDtmoft  4  milei,  oar  fiomers  prefer  lime  imported  il^ 
AcUb,  from  Whitbhaven,  6r  its  neighbourhood.  In  fbme 
pboea  marl  has  been  found,  but  it  begins  to  be  exhaofted. 
Our  marl  is  of  the  fliell  kind,  found  in  bogs  or  mois,  but 
never,  I  think,  in  moffes  of  great  extent.  It  feems  to  be 
agreed  thi|t  the  ftriifianoe  of  the  marl,'  is  the  ihelb  of  the 
fiefli  water  wilk.  I  have  fisen  a  thin  ftratum  of  it,  begin 
to  form  at  the  bottom  of  ponds  of  (hmding  water.  Our 
hiOB,  in  their  natural  ^bte,  were  covered  with  fiul&e  and 
broom ;  but,  from  the  application  of  the  above  manures, 
the  furze  and  broom  begin  to  difappear  i  though  bofh  iare 
fiiU  tronblefome  to  the  £urmer.  The  air  is  rather  drj  than 
moift,  compared  with  that  of  tiie  more  northerly  counties 
<rf'  the  weft  of  Scotland,  and  de&rves  the  charaifter  of 
healthy.  I  have  not  obierved  any  prevalent  diftempexs. 
There  is  only  one  mineral  fpring,  and  I  am  well  afliired  it 
has  been  of  ufe  to  remove  complaints  of  the  ftomach,  and 
frequently  proved  a  cute  for  the  ague.  We  have  many 
Springs  of  foft  and  light  water,  which  I  beUeve  contribute 
moch  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  river  of  Bhdnoch  is  the  boundary  between  this 
parifli  and  Wigton,  and  between  this  parilh  and  Penning- 
ham«  It  produces  very  good  fahnon,  but  not  in  great 
foantidef ,  from  3  d.  to  4  d.  the  pound,  and  none  is  ex* 
foftcdp    The  tide  goes  up  this  river  but  a  little  way  above 
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the  town  of  Wigton.  Between  this  parifli  Sarine  and 
Glafierton,  on  the  S.  W.  lies  the  kke  or  loch  of  Downl<» 
ton,  about  %  miles  long,  by  x^  brAad,  containing  pike  and 
herrbg ;  and  a  little  ifland  on  the  Kirkinner  fide  of  it,  a- 
bottt  30  acres  arable*  I  wiih  I  could  fee  it  (locked  with 
Shetland  fliwp*  The  extent  of  waftc  gronnd  along  the  frith 
pf  Cree,  is  about  3  miles, .  A  few  (JBiall  cod  and  haddocks, 
ikate  and  foals,  are  taken  there,  and  fold  in  the  market  of 
Wigton,  from  x  d.  to  i  f  d.  a  pound.  None  escported.  The 
hills  were  formerly  covered  with  furze  or  broom,  now 
with  good  crops  or  pafinre<  Our*  moft  valuable  ftooe  is 
gray  whinfione,  ufed  in  building,  principally  for  doors, 
comers,  and  windows. 

PofulatioB,  lie, — ^With  refpeA  to  the  ancient  population, 
little  is  known.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  there 
have  been  many  houfes,  where  now  there  are  none,  and 
probably  the  tenements  of  land,  as  they  were  called,  were 
fmaller,  and  more  numerous^  confequently  this  pariih, 
wherein,  to  this  day,  there  is  not  a  village,  might  perhaps 
be  more  populous  than  it  now  is,  at  leaft  than  it  was  xo  or 
X2  years  ago.  From  the  regifter  of  births,  for  10  years 
down,  from  1695  incluiive,  the  average  was  between  23 
and  34  i  for  the  xo  following  years,  it  is  between*a8  and 
29.  After  that,  the  regifter  begins  to  have  been  ill  kept, 
down  to  the  1734  ;  of  which  year,  and  the  five  following, 
the  average  of  births  is  not  quite  24.  From  that  time, 
down  to' the  year  1780,  the  regifter  has  been  fo  ill  kept, 
that  it  cannot  be  depended  on.  The  annual  average  of 
births  fince  that  year,  appears  to  be  very  nearly  29.  Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Webfter's  returns,  the  number  was  792. 
The  prefent  population  is  1x52;  males,  563;  females, 
589.    Nq  regifter  of  deaths  has  ever  been  kept.    But  from 
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aD  infohnation  that  can  be  obtained,  the  annual  average 
appears  not  to  exceed  14 ,  fo  that  we  are  manifefilj  a  nur- 
fery,  as  I  fuppofe  all  other  country  pariihes  are,  for  cities 
and  great  towns,  whofe  induftrj  hath  hitherto  been  fo 
much  cheriibed,  even .  at  the  expence,  fometimes,  of  our 
radical  and  more  valuable  induftrj  on  the  foil,  and  the 
firft  c^e  of  its  produ^ons,  fo  little  underftood  or  valued 
hj  the  luxurious  oitizens  who  live  by  them.  But  a  .wifer 
.  pcdicy  begins  now,  I  think,  to  take  place,  or  at  leaft  to 
be  meditated.  Marriages^  in  11  years,  have  been  77. 
Bat  firequently  one  only  of  the  parties  has  refided  in  the 
pariih.  »  There  is  one  woman  at  prefent  alive  in  this  pa» 
riih,  laid  to  be  feveral  years  above  100,  and  another  known 
to  be  98.  The  number  of  farmers,  who  rent  lands  in  til- 
lage, is  about  50.  There  are,  bolides  thefe,  a  confiderable 
number  who  pay  rent  for  (mall  fpots  of  land,  either  imme- 
diatdy  to  the  proprietors,  or  by  fubtacks  to  principal  te- 
nantSy  but  who  depend  upon  their  induftry  as  day-labou* 
rers,  or  as  handicraftfmen,  for  their  fubfiftence.  The  fa- 
milies of  thb  dais  are  about  ao.  About  2000  acres  of  our 
beft  land,  is  in  pailure.  Each  confiderable  farmer,  befides 
fervants  who  live  in  his  houfe,  has  generally  a  married  fer- 
▼ant,  to  whom  he  gives  a  houfe,  a  fmall  garden,  and  a  cow's 
grais,  with  firaw.  for  her  fodder  in  the  winter,  and  allows 
him  to  plant,  in  ground  prepared  and  dunged  for  his  own 
ofe,  3  or  4  buQiels  of  potatoes ;  and  befides  other  indul- 
gencies,  L.  4  or  L^  5  in  money.  The  money^wages,  and 
other  articles  allowed  to  fuch  a  fervant  annually,  may  be 
efUmated  between  L.  12  and  L.  .14. 

The  number  of  families  is  238.  Upwards  of  30  of  thcfe 
have  come  into  the  parifh  within  thefe  Z2  years  laft  paft, 
ovfiag  to  the  divifion  of  one  large  farm  into  13  or  14  frnal* 
ler  poiTeftions,  and  to  feveral  fubtacks  on  another  farm, 
ivhich  had  long  lain  in  pafture ;  alfo  to  feveral  fmall  leafes 
*  of 
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4lf  groondiBrfimifb-aidgudaB,  wkhibmctinnfiem  x« 
«  so  aorts»  ftr  olkge  and  pafture.  Sa  that  the  iacnttfe 
«f  iahabitantB  in  that  time,  iSeemi  to  be  aearly  eoo.  Thae 
ere  xo  wea;verB,  7  tnloi^  7  ovpettteie,  3  flioemalusts,  <o 
ImoUicU  fervaots.  Befides  the  menied  fcrvaou  eWet 
mentioDed,  I  reckea  one  mek  and  two  fettak  fienraorts  idr 
«ach  of  the  50  frrmen,  and  a  boj  betweea  la  «ad  a( 
Teanofage.  The  other  M,  who  poflefr  Wffiniilftnna, 
have  the  work  of  the  faraiohielyyerfeBflied  by  themieivea 
aad  their  diiidrea.  There  are  Irifli  ftaiiliea  eboot  97,  and 
9  or  10  fiagie  amq,  eaftplojred  as  day-labautien.  Not  one 
half  of  Che  inhabitaatSv  abov«  the  age  of  ao  year^  have 
hecli  bem  ki  the  paridi.  The  people  are  tiot  now,  in  any 
fm^^^hemtAjt€ulJckigUitt.  Astaoka  of  kndaie  cofla- 
monly  for  19  yearft,  that  period  ehaagea  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  inhabkants.  Ilus  baa  of  htte  been  remaikahlj 
the  cafe  in  this  parifli  and  aeighboarhood ;  becaofe  the 
rents  of  lands  have  been  greatly  raifed,  and  it  jk  obfierrcd 
that  tenants  fekiom  agree  to  a  great  iocreafe  of  rent,  for  a 
hxm  Aey  have  formerly  oooupied.  There  are  10  heritoce, 
a  of  whom  only  refide;  one  writer  j  neither  phyfictaa, 
furgeoOy  nor  apothecary.  There  are  between  90  and  too 
Seceden,  6  or  7  Roman  Catholics  from  Ireland,  and  the 
reft  of  the  inhabitants  of  die  £ftabliflied  Churpb*  There 
are  not  quite  five  inhabitants  to  a  houfe,   . 

Between  40  and  50  perfons  emigrated  from  this  paci0i 
to  America,  in  the  year  X775»  with  a  view  to  Settle  there 
as  planters  or  artifims. 

Agricuttur^^  ^r.«--Tfae  fummer  ftock  of  black  fsattle^ 
which  is  the  chief  article,  widioat  reckonmg  calvea,  may 
may  be  about  1700.  They  are  of  a  very  good  kind  gene* 
rally,  bat  rather  remarkable  for  ihapes  and  beef,  than  for 
tnilk.    iforfes,  of  all  ages,  about  150.    No  confiderable 
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flookff  of  flicep  are  in  the  parifli«  The  fiumeis,  however^ 
feoerally  keep  as  manj  aa  fupply  them  with  wool  a&d 
nmtton  for  tibeir  fiunilies.  Aboat  a  third  of  the  arable 
land  ia  oommbnly  in  crop^  where  the  land  b  leafed  for  til* 
luge.  The  &niiei«»  after  marling  or  liming  gromidi  that 
ha'Te  been  well  refted,  take  a  erop,  Ibmetimea  two»  of  bar- 
ky or  bear,  then  a  crop  or  two  of  oata^  and  with  the  third 
or  foardi  crop  laj  down  with  rje-grais  and  dover ;  but  in 
general  oolj  for  paftnre.  The  dnng  is  either  laid  upon 
their  lee^kada*  before  tbej  break  them  up,  or  is  ufed  for 
raifing  potaloca,  wfaidi  are  now  generally  horfthoed, 
vnkls  where  new  ground  ia  to  be  taken  in  by  planting 
them  in  lazy  beds.  Confiderable  quantities  are  exported 
to  Whitehaven,  Liverpool,  and  fometimes  even  to  London. 
Very  few  of  our  farmers  raife  turnips  or  cabbages ;  the 
reafon  prolitbly  is  our  dlftanoe  from  any  confiderable  mar^ 
kei  for  ftaU-fed  cattle.  Hardly  any  wheat  is  fown  in  this 
pariQi,  There  is  either  in  the  (bil  or  in  the  climate,  more 
prob^ly  in  the  latter,  fometbing  unfriendly  to  that  grain. 
Even  when  tried  by  oar  beft  &rmers,  it  has  always  pro- 
ved of  a  very  in&rior  quality.  It  often  fmins,  and  oar 
barveft  is  generally  too  rainy  to  iave  it  welL  The  parilh 
doea  mueh  more  than  fupply  itfelf  with  provifions.  Be- 
fides  what  it  fends  to  the  nBighbouring  markets  of  Wigton 
and  Newtooftewart,  it  esi^rts  cceuGderaUy,  chiefly  to 
Whitehaven  and  Liverpool,  but  fometimes  alfii  to  Clyde, 
barley,  bear  and  oats ;  and  fends  jearly  to  England,  £rom 
30  to  35  ficore  of  bullocks  to  ttae  St  Faith's  and  Hampton 
markets.  Thefe  bollocks  are  not  all  reared  in  the  pariihp 
but  nre  aUgnoed  in  it  for  a  year  or  6  meodia,  before  tibqr 
«fe  dfivt*^  to  England.  The  time  of  lowing  oats  general- 
ly corimaeneetb  about  die  xoth  Mirch,  and  that  of  reaping 
abOMt  the  loth  vAsigtti.  No  gronnds  lie  waAe  or  in  com- 
We  han  fto  natuxBl.waood,  and-ost  much  planta* 
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tion,  unlefs  within  thefe  laft  15  or  ao  years.  Thefdi 
feme  flieU-marl,  but  our  marl-pits  are  nearlj  exhaufted. 
There  is  one  farm  in  the  parifh  employs  3  ploughs,  5  or  6 
more  employ  a  on  each.  The  greater  part  of  the  reft,  each 
of  them  one.  Some  few  finall  £airmers  join  2  or  3  toge* 
ther,  to  make  up  horfes  for  a  plough,  fo  that  in  all  there 
are  about  55  ploughs  employed.  We  have  three  kinds  of 
ploughs  in  ufe :  The  Scotch  plough  made  lighter  than  for^ 
merly;  the  Carlifle  plough,  and  the  chain-plongh.  We 
have  no  waggons,  but  two  carts  may  be  reckoned  to  each 
plough.  The  land  rent  of  the  parifh  may  be  aboat  L.  5300. 
There  has  not  been  much  chang^in  landed  property  £ar  3# 
years  back. 

Ciurchf  StifiiMdf  Poor^  bf r.— The  church  is  old,  and  bean 
no  'date.  The  manfe  waft  built  in  1731.  The  ftipend  is 
L.  75 }  the  glebe  about  9  acres  of  very  bad  foil.  The 
Crown  and  Mr  Agnew  of  Shuchane  are  vice  patrons.  Sir 
William  Maxwell  of  Monreith  claims  likewife  a  vice. 
The  poor  on  the  roll  are  17.  Some  others  receive  occa- 
fional  affiftanceJ  The  funds  for  their  relief  are  chiefly  col- 
leftions,  and  voluntary  donations  of  the  heritors.  There  is 
only  L.  20  Sterling  of  fund  belonging  to  the  poor  of  this 
pariih,  L.  10  of  which  was  a  legacy,  and  the  other  L.  10 
faved  in  good  times.  There  is  no  market  within  the  pa* 
riib.    Wigton  is  the  neareft  market  town. 

Prices^  Wages^  tifr.— An  able  labourer's  day's  wages  are 
X  s.  mafons  and  carpenters  i  s.  6  d.  tailors  x  s.  The  fuel 
commonly  made  ufe  of  is  peat,  from  mols  within  the  pa« 
rifli,  at  3  d.  the  fack  of  8  bufhels  in  the  mo&,  the  carriage 
in  proportion  to  the  diftance.  We  have  no  coal  bat  by 
water-carriage,  and  paying  over  and  above  a  very  hard  du- 
ty.   The  income  of  iervaats  in  buftandry  may  be  from 
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L. »  to  L.i4»  houfe,  garden,  &€•  included,  together  with 
any  little  thing  their  wives  can  add  to  it,  which  in  this 
part  of  the  kingdom  is  really  a  fmall  matter,  as  there  are 
no  manu&Aurers  efiabliflied  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
wages  of  male-fervants  in  the  farmer's  family  are  from 
L.  7  to  L.  7,  I  OS.  a-year,  of  female-fervants  from  L.  2,  los. 
to  L.  3.  Such  fisrvants  have  it  in  their  power  to  fave  a 
little  money,  which,  however,  the  love  of  finery  and  of 
&ir8  often  prevents. 

Antiquitk$.^^Tht.  veftiges  of  twq^  ancient  camps  are  ob-i 
iervable,  one  of  them  diftinft  enough.  Both  are  circular, 
therefore  not  Roman  \  but  there  is  no  tradition  concerning 
them.  There  have  been  fome  ancient  coins  found  at  dif- 
ferent times,  turned  up  by  the  plough  or  the  fpade,  in  a 
farm  called  Bumeis,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Selkirk. 
In  a  farm  of  Sir  William  Maxwell's,  a  large  cairn  of  ftones 
being  removed  to  build  fences,  a  coUeAion  of  hunian  bones^ 
half  burnt,  were  found  fome  years  ago,  in  an  oblong  fpace, 
formed  with  ftones  fet  on  edge,  and  covered  with  a  flat 
ilone  above,  without  any  infcription.  In  fummer  1789, 
there  was  difcovered  an  urn,  and  fome  bones,  bearing  aUb 
marks  of  being  partly  confumed  with  fire.  There  were  in 
the  place,  as  they  defcribe  it,  two  cavities,  one  oblong,  in 
which  was  an  earthen  urn,  the  other  leiTer  and  f(|uare,  in 
which  were  the  bones. 

MifctUanams  Ohfervations^'^Owc  principal  object  is  agri- 
culture. Nothing  is  manufactured  for  any  diftant  market. 
The  people  are  generally  prudent  and  (economical,  yet  hu« 
mane  and  generous  to  the  extent  of  their  ability.  On  the 
whole,  we  enjoy  a  reafonable  degree  of  the  comforts  and 
advantages  of  fociety,  and  the  body  pf  the  people  do  not 
iKtray  any  difcontentment  with  their  fituation  and  circum- 
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fbnoes.  T(ff  it  is  ufM^flionabk,  that  the  comfioitPof  tb« 
hbouriDg  poor,  and  even  df  thofe  iflamedbtelj  aboire  tfun^ 
^ire  dimin^ed  bj  die  inerea^h^  wei^  a£  taxes ;  partiiau 
hrlj  bj  tSifat  upon  mak,  df  wHioh  diey  are  wc  hfarfliiti^ 
ttfough  tfiey-  fubtnit  m  it,  ad  to  on  evil  they  oamiot  rtrnwijc^ 
In  the  courfe  of  die  fttr  yeaM  }  hmie  been  aaoag  theii% 
many  have  foand  it  ntfCeffiiry,>  from  the  high  pike  of  mak; 
to  give  up  the  nfe  of  malt  Hqaor,  even  vs  the  winter  fin^ 
fon,  vrben  milk  is  not  to  be  had.  Stacefaaea  have  naopi- 
portunity  to  obferve  fuch  things ;  but,  perhaps,  they  are 
not  unworthy  of  their  attention.  It  were  much  to  bv'wiJh- 
ed)  that  they  who  Lbour  the  foil,  could  be  aHowed  to  tafie 
a  little  more  of  iu  fruitB  thatf  what  i»  aUblutely  neoefiary 
for  a  mere  fubfiftence.  Our  hired  iervaniB  enjoy  the  fden^ 
ty  of  their  mafter's  family ;  but  it  is  onr  poor  houfeboMem 
of  the  labouring  cla&  I  would  (if  I  coidd)  plead  for. 
They  merit  every  thing  of  their  country*  While  they 
toil  for  the  prefent  generation,  they  rear,  nnrie  and  edu- 
cate labourers,  artifans  and  defenders  for  the  fncceodingi 
and  this  at  the  etpence  of  hard  drudgery,  even  to  die  laft 
ftage  of  exiftenoe,  with  few  rewards  but  riiofe  of  fasnly- 
afibdions,  when  they  are  fo  happy  as  to  enjoy  them.  It 
is  not  thus  I  preadi  to  them,  beoaufe  I  would  neither  ex- 
eite  nor  foder  difcontent  in  their  breafts ;  but  it  ia  thus, 
methinks,  that  the  minifters  of  a  benevolent  religion  flioald 
preach  to  fenators  and  to  flatefmen. 

Are  there  means  by  which  the  condition  of  the  people 
poald  be  ameliorated  ?  is  the  moft  amiable  of  the  Statiftica) 
Queries.  I  hope  there  are,  though  I  may  not  be  well  qun- 
lified  to  point  them  out.  The  introdudion  of  the  coarfe 
woollen  manuiaAure  is  that  which  fliould  feem  to  bid  the 
faireft  for  the  better  providing  of  poor  families..  Snudl  at- 
tempts of  this  kind  have  been  made,  but  hitherto  have  al« 
svays  fooQ  failed.    It  muft  ever  be  difficult  to  introduce 
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manuiifiuters  in  a  fituation  faeh  as  ourd,  Itrhere  our  new  e* 
ftablifliments  mi4l  rival  old  ones  in  neighbouring  diftrifb. 
But,  perhaps,  the  greatefi  barrier  againft  houfehold  indn- 
ftiy  and  manufadure  among  us,  is  the  fcarcity  of  fuel  in 
many  parts  of  the  coiintrj«  A  hum^n  being  pinched  with 
cold,  when  confined  within  doors,  is  always  an  inadive  be-» 
Ing.  The  day^li^t,  dving.^hcwiator,  is  fpent  by  many 
of  the  women  and  children  in  gathering  tidings  as  they  call 
it,  that  b,  flicks,  furze,  or  broom,  for  fuel,  and  the  even«* 
ing  in  warming 'liheirfliivering  limbs  4>efore.the  fcanty  fire 
which  this  produces.  Could  our  ^Legiflators  be  condud:ed 
through  this  j>arifh  in  the  winter  months ;  could  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  during  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  vifit  the  cot- 
tages of  the  poor  through  thefe  parts  of  the  united  king- 
dom, where  oiatore  bath  refuftd  coal,  and  tbtir  laws  have 
more  than  doubled  the  price  of  it,  this  would  be  Shake- 
fgmx9i*%  ^  wbolofiMne  phyfic  }'*  and  wflPid,  p&ore  than  any 
jthiog  «Ub,  .qiMfken  their  inveation  to  find  wi^s  a^^  means 
.o£fiq;ipljing  the  place  lof  the  vforft  of  taxc0# 
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NUMBER    XVIIL 

PARISH    OF   RATTRAY, 
(county  of  Perth.) 

B^  tie  Riv.  Mr  James  Shith. 

Namef  Situation^  Village^  SoU^  C/r. 

THE  pariih  of  Rattrajr  is  £dd  to  have  taken  its  name 
from  the  ancient  family  of  Rattray ;  it  is  about  4 
miles  long,  from  S.  to  N. ;  near  ^  miles,  from  £•  to  W. ; 
lying  in  the  preftytery  of  Dunkeld,  and  Synod  of  Perth  and 
Stirling :  Bounded  on  the  W.  and  S.  by  the  water  of 
Crichty  which  feparates  it  from  the  pariih  of  Blairgoorie  ; 
on  the  £.  and  N.  by  the  pariih  of  Benderley.  Eafler 
Bleaton,  which  belongs  to  the  parifli  of  Rattray,  lies  at  7 
miles  diAance  from  it.  Rattray  is  a  village  containing 
nearly  200  perfons,  who  are  mana&£fajrers  of  coarfe  brown 
linen  cloth.  The  fituation  is  pleaiant;  a  fine  fonthem 
expofure  above  the  river  Cricht.  The  foi^  iharp  and  dry, 
produces  good  oats  and  grais,  with  fome  wheat,  the  culture 
of  which  laft  has  been  but  lately  introduced.  The  lower 
part  of  the  pariih  is  modly  arable  \  the  higher,  partly  ara- 
ble, partly  pafture.  The  land  rent  is  about  L.  i6oo.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  vill.ige  are  fober  and  diligent.  There 
are  3  alehoufes  in  it}  but  the  morals  of  the  Inhabitants  (a 
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few  indiyidoab  exceed)  are  not  afided  bjr  them.  As 
the  air  is  pore,  and  the  ibil  day,  the  inhabitants  are  heal- 
thy \  no  epidemical  diftemper  is  knovnu 

Po/mlaium. — ^The  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to 
DrWebfier,  was  751.  At  prefent,  500  j  which  is  con- 
fiderably  leis  than  when  I  knew  the  .pariih  in  1756.;  There 
were  then  manj  more  fmall  tenants  than  there  is  now.  The 
ground  was  let  out  in  £aiaU  farms  or  pendidesi'  and  many 
who  had  theie,  were  weavers  v  but  cf  late,  fome  of  the 
proprietors  have  let  their  ground  in  larger  farms,  and  many 
of  thefe  iinall  tenants  have  been  removed.  The  annual 
number  of  marriages,  is  19  i  baptiJQms,  20 ;  and  deaths,  ao. 
In  the  pariih  are  upwards  of  42  weavers,  2a  of  them  in 
the  village;  x6  feuexs.  In  the  .village  6  tailors,  5  ihoe- 
makers, .  4  wrighti,  a  fmiths,  2  mafons,  3  flax-drefTers, 
about  60  Seceders,  3  lint  mills  for  drciliag  flax,  a  confider- 
aUe  quantity  of  which  is  railed,  (one  of  thefe  n^Us  is  foon 
to  be  turned  into  a  miU  for  fpiiining  cotton),  3  bleachfields, 
a  difiiUcries. 

Ciard,  Stipmdf  School^  ISc. — The  church  and  manfe 
we  old,  and  not  in  good  repair.  The  glebe  nearly  6  a* 
cres.  The  ftipend  L.  65.  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  patron.  There 
are  5  heritors.  The  (alary  of  the  fchoolmafier  is  L.  8,  6  s. 
8  d.  and  the  perquifites  amount  nearly  to  the  i^e  lum  \ 
the  number  of  icholars  about  40. 

i{Mfff.<— To  the  S.  £•  of  the  village,  there  is  a  rifing 
ground,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Caftle  Hill,  upon 
which  the  veftiges  of  a  very  large  building  are  to  be  feen, 
which  was  called  the  Cafile  of  Rattray,  and  was  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  family  of  Rattray,  of  great  antiquity,  accord- 
ing to  the  account  given  of  it  in  the  Baronage  of  Scotland. 

About 
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•About  a-mOes  N.  of^e  TSlmgei  is  GtBtglnll,  "vHiidi^lilKlil 
exceeds d^fenptidta.  Tfae^boufe  ftattdsupoo'die  pobt  of  « 
rock,  above  the  river'Gricfaty  st  leaft  too  fieet  in  hei^t. 
It  was  a  place  of  ftrength.  The  river,  and  that  high  rock^ 
^fended  it  upon  ^e  N.  and  W.  fide.  There  ii  no-way  ta 
h,  4>ot  firomthe^.  There,  are  roond  towewat -each  fide 
"of  tiie  faottfei  and^tiic  veRigcs  of  a  ditch*  Above  the  rivei  ^ 
^•^£.  from^tfae  village,  in  abeantiful  fituatton,  is  a  Dmi-  • 
tiical  temple,  mnch  defacdd,-and  many  of  thedonesxarridl 
-US.  The  £sirm  upon  which  it  has  been  bnik,  is  ciBtitt 
"fitaxratng  Stones* 

MifctUannus  OhfernHdumti-^^Wkta^  is  at  <a<little  '^UAuioe 

^om'ftattraj,  a  cafcade  -or  fkll  of  water ,  abost  lo  isat 

'high,  over  a*rugged:rock,  which  forms  a  pool  below,  whefe 

ffalmon  are  caught.    'It -goes  by  the  name  of  the  Keith 

Fiihing,  and  rents  at~L.  30^  year.    The  mode  of  Qfttng 

*is  curious :   Thej  msJce  what  they -call  a  Aimutk^  .refem- 

rUing  Ain  wrought  ^mortar,  *whtdi  they 'throw  into  die 

pool,  to  difturb  the  cleameis  of  the  water.    fRie  Miera 

fiand  upon  the  point  of  the  rock,  with  long  poles,  and  nets 

upon  &e  end  of  them,  with  which  they  rake  the  pool^ 

toid^take  up  the  fifli.   -Sportfraen  look  upon  the  water  t»f 

-Gricht,  as -one  of  the  fincft  rivers  *£or-fod'£flmg,  •  both  'for 

*trout  and'fidmon. — The-mofles  are-moftly  ezfaauaed,  which 

fenders  fuel -expenfive.     Goals,  from  Dundee  and  Perth, 

are  the  principal  fuel  made  ufe  of  here, -which  takes  up 

much  time,  as  the  carriage  is  both  long  and  expenfive. 
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NUMRE.R    XrX. 

rAKTSff   or   ARDGLACH^ 
(COVNTY  OF  NAmiTK.) 

B^  tb§.  Rau*  Mr  Donald  Mxtchzjll. 

Namef  Situation^  River^  Surface^  Ifc. 

THE  name  Ardolach  is  Geelic,.  sod  figDifies  '  aiftony 
*  hifjtk  ground/  The  pariJh  ia  iituated  in  the  eactre^ 
wky  of  the  county  of  Nairae,  and  lies  S.  E*  of  the  town 
of  Naicae,  in  the  fstSbptry  of  Nairnoy  and  SjoodL  of 
Moray.  It  it  bounded  by  Auldearn,  Nairne^  Calder, 
BSoy,  Duthei  and  EdiakeUy,  aud  reckoned  about  zo  or  x« 
■liloa  long,  and  between  7  and  S  broad,  divided  by  Find^ 
lorn  rvi^er,  which  b  not  navigable  \  neither  is  there  a.  poC- 
fi>ility  of  rendering  it  fo»  During  the  fumnMr  months, 
ibme  ialfflon  paft  up  from  the  &a,  feveral  miles  above  Ard- 
dach,  in  this  water*  No  other  kind  of  fiih,  but  trout,  is 
to  be  Sound  in  it.  This  river  is  rapid,  and  frequently  im- 
paflablii  every  wheite,  excepting  at  Dulcy  bridge,  on  the 
higUand  road  leading  fi;om  Fort  George  to  Edinburgh. 
There  are  two*  boats  on  this  water  within  the  pariib,  and 
one  on  the  poft  road  -,  but  owing  either  to  the  mifmanag^- 
neUt  of  the  boatmen,  or  temerity  of  the  people,  many 
)ivoa  are  left*    During  the  incumbency  of  the  prefent  mi« 

nifter, 
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siilery  no  left  than  23  perions  have  been  loft  between  DnI-i 
cy  bridge  and  the  poft-road.  The  lob  of  lives  fixun  this 
caule  daims  attendon ;  and  the  only  methofi  that  can  be 
pointed  oat,  to  prevent  it»  la  to  ereft  a  bridge  between  the 
two  boati»  which  would  spider  the  conunnnication  both 
fafe  and  eaf j.  This  parifh  is  a  hilly  moontainons  diftriA^ 
covered  with  heath*  and  fumitfies  little  of  any  other  kind 
of  pafture.  There  is  much  wood  in  it*  conMing  of  £ri» 
birch)  and  what  is  called  weeping  birch,  alder,  hazel,  aih 
and  fome  oaks.  The  birch,  alder  and  afli,  are  mannfiiAn- 
red  for  labouring  ntenfik.  The  woods  and  hills  abonnd 
with  moor-fowl,  wood-cock,  partrides,  hares,  foxes  and 
fome  deer.  The  otter  and  wild  cat  are  fine^oently  fcen  on 
the  water's  fide. 

Agriadturt^  (^c.— ^The  quantity  of  grain  produced,  gene* 
rally  ferves  the  people ;  but  in  tfie  years  x  78a  and  1 783,  they 
felt  the  eflbfls  of  thefe  leafons  of  fcarcity  \  however,  none 
periflied  firom  want.  The  principal  crops  are  blade  and 
white  oats,  Scotch  bear,  rye  and  potatoes.  The  foil  leenia 
to  be  unfit  for  any  other  kinds,  being  (hallow  and  thiut 
covered  with  ftone,  with  a  hard  gravelly  bottom.  There 
^  feldom  above  the  third  return,  and  the  crop  is  much  ex- 
poled  to  firoft.  It  is  fuppofed  lime  might  improve  the  foil; 
but  the  tenants  arc  in  general  fo  poor,  that  they  cannot  af- 
ford the  expence  of  it.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  dif- 
eover  limeftone  within  the  parilh,  without  fuoceis.  The 
method  of  labouring  feems  to  have  undergone  little  altera- 
tion £ar  centuries  back.  The  fiuBiers  ufe  die  imall  Scotch 
plough,  drawn  by  4  or  6  black  cattle,  and  a  (mall  hories, 
or  by  4  horfes  and  4  black  cattle.  From  the  moil  accurate 
accounts,  there  are  about  300  horfes,  1000  black  cattle, 
and  2000  (heep,  of  the  finall  Scotch  breed ;  a  larger  kind 
of  thofe  laft  have  been  tried,  but  it  is  generally  thought  a 
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tnisced  breed  anrwci^  bcft. — The  rental  produced  before  the 
Court'  of  Teindsy  in  a  procels  of  aagmentation  in  the  year 
1785,  was  283  bolls  vidualy  and  L.  543  :  8  :  5  in  monej. 
Since  that  period,  there  has  been  an  increafe  of  rent  in  fe- 
▼eral  parts  of  the  parifliy  and  the  heritors  propofe  giving 
leaies  in  general  for  19  years.  The  fole  dependence  of  the 
tenants  is  on  their  cattle;  From  their  want  of  leafes,  as 
well  as  the  barrennefs  of  the  foil,  they  found  it  their  inte- 
rdl  to  rear  as  many  black  cattle  as  they  pofilbly  could.  It 
is  fnppofed  there  are  about  2000  acres  of  arable  land,  and 
4000  acres  confifting  of  mofs  and  moor,  a  very  finall  part 
of  which  feems  to  be  improvable  for  corn-lands. 

ManufaBuresj^-'^TSxt,  principal  manufadures  are  plaiden, 
which  is  reckoned  the  beft  in  the  country,  and  coarfe  tar* 
tan,  with  a  kind  of  broad  cloth  and  dufHe.  Within  thefe 
5  years  wool  has  fold  at  18  s.  the  ftone.  Attempts  have 
been  made  to  raife  flax,  without  fuccefs.  Thete  are  no 
le&  than  5  licenfed  diftilleries,  which  are  fupplied  with 
barley  and  malt  from  the  low  country.  Their  licenfes  are 
below  L.  40.  It  might  be  thought  that  the  diftilling  of  fo 
much  whiiky,  would  be  attended  with  the  worft  of  confe- 
qoences  to  the  morals  of  the  people  -,  but  this  has  not  pro- 
ved to  be  the'ca£e.  As  this  parilh  abounds  with  mois  for 
peau,  and  mois-fir,  a  confide  rable  number  were  in  ufe  of 
making  whiiky  in  a  (muggling  way,  and  fo  had  an  oppor- 
cunity  of  drinking  more  than  was  proper  for  them;  but 
fince  the  eftabliihment  of  licenfed  diftilleries,  this  practice 
has  been  checked,  and  the  people  are  become  more  fober 
than  formerly.  There  is  no  inn  within  the  parifh,  but  one 
at  Dolcy  bridge,  on  the  highland  road  to  Edinburgh. 

Prices  and  Waj^es.^^The  neareft  markets   for  butcher- 
meat  are  Forres  andNaime,  about  X2  miles  diftant  from 
Vot.JV,  U  this 
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thb  plftce,  and  meat  of  all  kinds  is  commonlj^Ibld  thexe  at 
3  d«  and  fomcdmes  4  d.  the  pound.  Fbwb  are  fidd  wkfaia 
the  pariCb  at  6  d.  the  lowefi,  and  eggB  at  2  d.  the  dooKn. 
The  wages  of  domcftic  men«fervants  are  Hf  and  !••(  in 
the  year,  of  women-fervants  L.  i»  16  s.  and  In  a.  Day-la- 
bourers have  8  d.  a-day,  with  their  viftnals  \  and  tffl  of 
late  they  were  (atisfied  with  6d. 

Populations  (/r.-*-The  air  appears  to  be  healthy.  Many 
fiill  dive  are  paft  70,  and  Come  paft  80  yeaxs  of  age ;  and  it 
is  (aid  there  have  been  infiaoces  of  a  few  arriving  at  loo. 
From  the  lift  given  to  Dr  Webftcr,  the  number  of  fouls 
then  was  1163,  in  i78i*it  was  1167,  at  prefent  ii86. 
The  proportion  of  males  to  females  is  as  18  to  ao.  There 
are  4  heritors*  none  of  whom  refide.  No  Diflentan.  Many 
perfons  emigrated  from  the  pariih  a  ihort  time  before  the 
American  war.  There  are  no  uninhabited  bouies;  the 
houfes  in  general  are  built  of  feal,  and  of  fome  fiones  in  the 
foundation.  As  the  people  have  feveral  burying  places 
without  the  parifii,  deaths  cannot  be  ezadly  aibertaiacd ; 
bufe  for  fome  years  back,  it  is  believed  they  have  not  ex- 
ceeded 24  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  and  burtbs  are  between 
30  and  40.  St  Anthony's  fire  is  a  difeaie  peculiar  to  the 
people  of  this  place,  both  young  and  old.  Tbo  (mall  pox 
is  firequently  fatal  here  as  in  other  places,  and  has*been  re- 
markably fo  this  feafoQ,  to  children  and  fome  advanced  in 
years.  The  moft  effedual  way  to  remo>M  their  prejudices 
again(l  inoculation,  would  be  for  the  heritors  to  defray  the 
expence  for  a  limited  period. 

Churchy  Siipend^  Poor%  School^  ISc. — ^The  chureh  is  faid 
to  have  been  built  in  1626,  and  was  rebuilt  about  30 
yeats  ago.     The  manfe  was  buih  in  1744-     The  .impend 
iji  L*  55  :  x^ :  9  Sterling*  and  31  bolls,  3  firlots,  3  pecks  oat- 
meal. 
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meaL    The  glebe  is  between  4  and  5  acres  arable,  with 
little  grals.    Mils  Brodie  of  Lethen  has  the  light  of  patron- 
age.—There  is  no  fiind  for  the  poor,  excepting  the  weekly 
coUeAionSy  which  amount  to  about  L.  3  or  L.  4  jearljr. 
The  number  of  poor  on  the  roll  is  35^  though  manj  more 
might  be  added.    This  fum,  joined  to  the  coUeAions  made 
when  the  Sacrament  is  difpenfed,  fumifh  but  a  fisantj  al« 
lowance.    The  ordinary  method  by  which  the  poor  in  this 
country  procure  a  fubfiftence  is  by  begging.— The  falary  of 
the  pariih  icfaool  is  L.  zo  Sterling,  and  the  number  of  fcho« 
lars  in  winter  is  about  40.    There  is  befides  a  Society 
fchool  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  p|rifh,  for  reading  and  wri- 
ting, where  the  number  of  children  this  winter  have  been 
upwards 'of  40,  and  another  called  a  Spinning-fchool,  to 
which  Mils  Brodie  of  Lethen  pays  about  half  the  Hdary, 
the  reft  is  paid  by  the  Society,  making  in  all  L.  to  Ster- 
ling.   Mi&  Brodie  likewife  gives  the  perfons  who  have 
charge  of  this  fchool  fuel  ^ni/i/. 
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NUMBER    XX. 
PARISH    OF    UDN'St 

(COUNTT   OF    ABERDEEN.) 
By  the  Riv^  Mr  John  Rose, 


Siiuaiionf  Swrface^  Scilf  and  Mimirab. 


rr^  HE  pariih  of  Udnjr  was  an  ereftion  from  the  nei^booi:* 
^  ing  pariflies  of  Logic  Buchan,  EQon,  Tarves,  and 
Foveran,  in  the  end  of  the  z6th|  or  beginning  of  the  17^1 
centurj.  One  eftate  pays  ftipend  to  the  minifter  of  Logie 
Bttchan,  and  five  eftates  to  the  minifter  of  Ellon ;  a  MX 
evidence  that  thefe  eftates  were  taken  off  thefe  two  pa- 
ri(hes.  It  is  fitaated  in  the  county  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen^ 
and  prefbytery  of  Ellon.  In  extent  5  computed  miles 
f^uare.    It  is  bounded  on  the  N.  and  N.  W.  by  the  paziili 
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of  Tarves ;  on  the  W.  by  Bourtie ;  on  the  S.  W.  bj 
KietUiall ;  on  the  S.  hj  Newmacher ;  on  the  S.  £•  by 
Belhelvie }  on  the  £•  by  Foveran ;  on  the  N.  £.  by  Logie 
Bnchan  and  Ellon.  The  general  appearance  of  the  conn* 
try  is  pretty  flat,  with  Uoiall  eminences  or  little  hills,  co^ 
yered  with  fliort  grals.  The  foil  is  in  general  a  deep  loam, 
with  a  confideraUe  proportion  of  wet  ground,  partly  on  a 
day  bottom.  There  are  linall  dreams  of  water  in  the  val- 
leys, from  which  the  lands  rife  gently  on  each  fide,  and 
are  tolerably  fertile.  The  air  is  healthy.  Agues  are  icarcely. 
known.  There  are  quarries  of  granite  for  building,  and 
abundance  of  ftones  in  the  fields.  At  Pitmedden  there  is 
a  Umeftone  quarry,  which  waslFormerly  wrought,  but  now 
diicontinued,  on  account  of  water  breaking  in  upon  it. 
Upon  the  Mains  of  Udny,  is  another.  The  lime  is  fold  at 
I  s.  4f  d.  the  boll  flacked  Ume,  confiding  of  4  firlots,  32 
Stirling  pints  in  each.  The  demand  for  this  lime,  will  be 
principally  from  the  diftriA  of  Gkuioch,  where  they  have 
no  lime-quarries.  Tbe  Engliih  ihell-lime  fold  at  New 
Imrgh  at  2  s.  8  d.  the  boll,  yielding  3  bolls  flacked,  is  found 
¥y  the  frrmers  here  to  be  much  cheaper. 

Pofiulaiian^r^The  numbers  of  the  people,  according  to 
Dr  Webfter,  were  1322.  The  amount  of  the  prefent  po- 
pulation, in  January  1 791,  is  1137  fouls-,  of  whom,  571 
|iules»  566  females. 
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Birtbi,  Marriagn,  nd  Bunak^  for  th%  lafi  Ji^  j^mru 
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Bj  the  above  lift,  the  annual  average  of  birtbst  b  20. 
But  as  parents  fomctimes  negleft  the  regiibati&g  their 
childrens  names,  it  may  be  called  ai. 

Fr6babl7  3  more  maj  be  added  to  the  average  of  bn- 
riab,  on  account  of  fome  parifliioners  here  being  buried  in 
dil&rent  church- jards  ;  fo  that  the  annual  average  of 
deaths,  of  pariihioners,  is  15. 

The  number  of  foub  under  10  jears  of  age,  is  about 
loa;  from  70  to  80,  about  23 ;  from  80  to  90,  5.  986 
are  of  the  EftabUfhed  Chui^h ;  Z07  Epiibopalians ;  35  Se- 
coders;  4  Quakers  s  and  5  Roman  Catholics.  Number  of 
inhabited  houfes,  259 ;  about  4-f-  perfons  to  each.  No  towns 
nor  villages.  There  are  iz  heritors,  a  of  whom  onlj  re- 
fide  ;  9  ihoemakers,  xo  fmiths,  4  tailors,  7  wrights,  4 
weavers,  2  mafons,  i  (later,  who  are  employed  in  work- 
ing lor  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariih,  have  crofts  of  land, 
and  are  confe^entlj  in  part  occupied  in  hufbandr^  The 
other  inhabitants  are  fiurmers,  and  their  fubtenants.  The 
popnhtion  feems  to  be  leis  than  it  was  fome  years  ago. 
In  1768,  there  were  about  11 16,  above  7  years  of  age-,  in 

1780, 
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1780,  1034;  itt  JwwBury  1791,  only  900.  As  peats  md 
tiurf  are  the  ofua)  fiiel,  I  afcribe  this  £miiiation  to  the  ma- 
tcriak  becomiog  fcarccr  \  from  which  fevend  <rf  the  jEub- 
tenaatshave  removed  to  the  neighbottring  pari&es,  and 
parcicularlj  to  Aberdeen,  where  the  different  manufitdin:^ 
cftaUiihed  there,  aHbrd  them  occupation.  The  proportion 
of  annoal  births,  taking  the  average  of  5  years  to  the 
whole  p<^alation,  Japuary  1791  is  as  i  to  5a  nearly;  of 
aaanal  marriages,  as  i  to  142 ;  of  annual  deaths,  as  i  to 
76.  In  autumn  1790,  a  putrid  ulcerous  fore  throat,  in 
dtts  and  feme  neighbouring  parifliea,  proved  &tal  to  many, 
as  appears  by  the  above  lift  of  buHals  for  that  year. 

Agrkmhwrtt  i/r.-^The  late  propriet<»'  of  the  lands  of 
Udny,  who  was  one  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Eiccife,  was 
perhaps  the  firft  gentleman  in  this  part  of  thecoontry, 
whotaifed  abundant  crops  of  red  clover  and  turnips  upon 
his  fields.  His  farm  here^  of  above  400  acres,  he  im- 
proved at  a  very  confiderable  ezpence.  From  aoo  to  150 
acres  are  inclofed  by  a  neat  ftone^fence,  two  rows  of  elms 
or4>eechts,  and  a  hawthorn  hedge.  He  reared  riding 
horfes  of  an  excellent  brped,  and  cattle  of  a  much  larger 
fiae  than  fuch  as  were  in  this  country  formerly.  Ten  or 
twelve  cattle  were  ufually  fattened  by  the  turnips,  and  fold 
for  the  Aberdeen  market  yearly. — The  refiding  heritors 
occupy  part  of  their  own  grounds,  on  which  they  are  car- 
rying on  improvements.  One  of  them  has  a  fmall  farm  ia 
eaocdlent  order,  producing  abundant  crops  of  grain,  fown 
graisy  and  turnips  of  an  ezcelknt  fort,  and  early.  Ano- 
ther heritor^  who  oocafionally  refides,  has  improved  his 
eftate  at  a  confiderable  ezpenoe.  It  is  now  incloied  *by 
ftone  fences,  and  produces  abundant  crops  of  grain,  and 
large  quantities  of  hay.  The  valued  rent  of  the  p^riAi  is 
L.  5831  Scots  \  the  real  rent^  about  L.  2x00  or  L.  2200 

Sterlbg, 
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Sterling,  partly  paid  in  vifhial,  partly  in  money*  Infieli 
land,  in  fmall  parcels,  lets  at  L.  x  the  boll's  fowing ;  mem^ 
dow,  at  7$.  or  8s. ;  outfield,  from  as.  to  48. ^  bat  in 
large  &nnsy  the  rent  is  not  near  fo  high.  The  lands  are  bt 
general  unbdofed.  Property,  in  land,  has  not  flufted 
much  for  fome  time.  Thirty  years  porchafe,  when  the 
eftate  is  low  rented,  is  die  common  price.  Barley,  oats, 
peafe,  turnips,  potatoes,  clover  and  rye  grafs,  with  fmall 
quantities  of  lint,  are  the  prodnffions  of  the  parifli.  There 
are  very  few  trees.  At  Knapomay,  and  upon  the  Mains 
of  Udny,  are  fome  indofures  of  Scotch  fir,  fit  for  ufe.  At 
Udny,  are  aflies,  elms,  beeches,  and  planes,  of  confiderable 
fize.  Thofe  fe%v  proprietors  who  refide  in  the  pariih,  and 
X2  or  13  of  the  farmers,  have  fields  of  fown  grab  and  tor*^ 
nips.  They  purchafe  lime  for  their  grounds,  and  have  a 
proper  roution  of  crops ;  but  among  all  die  others,  the 
old  mode  of  farming  prevails,  viz.  Each  year  tiiey  mandre 
with  the  dung  of  their  cattle  one  third  of  what  is  called 
infield' ground,  in  which  bear  is  fown;  then  follow  two 
fuccefiive  crops  of  oats,  by  which  means  the  ground  is  never 
cleaned  of  weeds,  lliey  fold  their  cattle  on  the  outfields, 
and  take  3  or  4  fucceffive  crops  of  oats«  The  great  pro- 
duce  of  the  pariib  is  oats,  made  into  meal  by  the  formers ; 
part  of  it  is  paid  in  rent  to  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  and 
the  remainder  fold  at  Aberdeen.  Much  more  grain  is  pro- 
duced in  the  pariih  than  is  annually  coiifumed  in  it.  The 
farms  are  univerfaliy  thirled  to  a  mill,  and  obliged  to  pay, 
fome  the  nth  or  12th,  many  the  i6th  or  20th  part. of  the 
produce  to  the  uckfman  of  the  mill,  whether  the  corns 
are  carried  to  the  mill  or  not." Formerly  there  were  80 
ploughs  in  the  parifh.  Ten  or  twelve  oxen  were  dien  ge- 
nerally  ufed  in  a  plough.  Horfes  being  feldom  ufed,  uar 
lefs  during  fpring,  after  a  fevere  winter ;  the  farmers  fome- 
times  then  yoked  their  horfes  in  a  plough*    Now  there  are 
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about  ao  fiitmera  tax  Ae  padih,  wHo  ftiU  ufe  to  oxea  itf 
the  plcttigh }  10  or  ^i  furmerSy  ofe  6  or  8  ozcq.  The  o^ 
tber  {dou^s  are  dcawn  bj  4  hor&s,  or  by  a  or  4  cattk^ 
wich  2  horlies  going  before  them.  There  are  about  87 
pH'g*^^  ia  die  pari(h,  ia  all.*-— Very  few  ibeep  are  kept ) 
not  hairing  extenfive  pafturage  for  themi  The  formes 
find  it  more  prpfita))le  to  rear  cattle.  They  all  have  cows  1 
and  the  butter  of  this  pajdih  has  been  long  famous  for  its 
excellent  ^lalitj.  It  is  generally  fold  in  die  Aberdeen 
^^•*\^  at  8  d.  the .  pound,  a8  ounces  Averdapois  for  the 
pound ;  or  ialted  for  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  at  distt 
price.  The  dieele  is  fold  there,  from  4  s.  to  5  s.  the  ftone^ 
a8  pounds  En^iih  the  flone.  Cows  of  a  middling  fize, 
generaEy  yield  of  milk  from  6  to  8  Scotch  pints  the  day, 
and  their  produce  for  a  feafon  (i .  t.  buKer  and  cheefe)  may 
be  reckoned  in  value,  from  L.  2  to  L.  3  Sterling,  from 
each  cow.  Some  farmers  have  cows  of  a  larger  fize,  which 
giTe  from  10  to  zi  or  za  Scotch  pints  in  ttie  day.  One 
ke^8  14  large  cows,  the  milk  of  which,  after  the  cream 
is  taken  off,  is  fent  every  day  to  Aberdeen^  (8  miles  di- 
ftaat),  and  fold  frpm  z  d.  to  z^  d.  the  Scotch  pint.  The  . 
butter  made  from  Aefe  cows,  was  2  ibne  weight  the  week,-' 
aad  fold  at  ^d.  tfie  poond. — Oats  are  fown  in  the  month 
of  March,  and  firft  part  of  April,  and  reaped  in  September 
aad  Ofiober.  Bear  is  fown  in  April,  and  firft  part  of  May^ 
iseaped  the  end  of  Auguft  and  month  of  fieptember.  Tur* 
nipa  are  forwn  in  the  middle,  or  towards  the  end  of  Jun^, 
and  uied  duruig  winter.  The  parifli  does  much  more  than 
fopply  itfolf  in  provifions,  befides  meal  and  bear.  Fat  cat* 
tle^  a  fow  flieep,  poultry,  chiefly  heni  and  ducks,  are  fold 
at  Aberdeen. 

Pric$St  fVagih  fu^  Earnings^  \Sc. — ^The  price  of  a  hen 

or  dock  ia  from  8d.  to  lod. ;  ^gs  3d.  and  4d.  the  dozen^ 
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mi  SomnSmn  5  d.  or  6<L  The  daj's  wages  of  a  labourcF 
ia  hdbandry  are  9(L  in  fiinmler,  and  7  d.  in  winter,  or  in 
fiimmer  6d.  with  viduals;  of  a  carpenter  i  $•  maibn  x  s. 
6d.  tailor  6d.  with  his  vifioab.  The  ufaal  wages  of  a 
ttan-iervant  employed  in  huibandrj  are  L.  5  a-jear,  when 
hired  for  harveftL.!,  zos.  Sterling;  of  a  woman^fervant 
are  from  L.  2,  53.  to  L.  2,  los.  Sterling  a-year,  when  hi- 
red £ur  hanreft  i68.  8 d.  or  18 s.  4  d.  receiving  their  vie- 
tnals  in  the  hottfe.  The  fiumers  are  obliged  to  hire  fer* 
vants  for  the  whole  barvefi,  as  daj-Iabooreis  cannot  be 
procured.  The  wages  of  a  man  in  harveiUor  a  da j  axe  i  s. 
with  his  vi&aals*  The  fuel  generallj  u&d  is  peat  or  «nr£ 
The  cafting,  drying  their  peat  and  turf,  and  driving  them, 
empbj  the  fanners  icrvants  and  horfes  during  a  great  part 
of  the  fununei ,  and  prove  a  great  obftade  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  grounds.  The  fanners  are  far  from  being 
in  comfortable  circumflances.  Few  of  them  have  at  firft 
money  for  purehafing  a  fuflicient  ftock.  of  cattle,  and  are  ne* 
ver  able  to  improve  them,  B j  following  the  old  mode  of 
fuming,  as  above  mentioned,  though  they  work  hard  a* 
long  with  their  Servants,  and  live  with  great  fobriety»  they 
can  icarcely  pay  their  rents»  and  the  wages  of  their  ier* 
vants,  which  have  of  late  rifen  fully  one*thisd  more  than  15 
or  20  years  ago.  The  women  and  children  are  employed 
in  working  dockings  for  the  manufafturers  in  Aberdeen. 
They  or  their  fervants  come  once  a-fortnight  to  different 
parts  of  the  parifb,  give  wool  to  be  fpun*  and  worked  on 
the  wires  into  dockings.  A  woman  gains  from  x  s.  6  d.  to 
2  s.  a-week.  Some  few  fpin  lint»  by  which  a  little  more 
may  be  gained^  It  is  not  eafy  precifely  to  afcertain  the 
expence  of  a  common  labourer  when  married..  He  has  a 
boll's  fowing  or  two  from  the  tenant ;  it  is  pbwed  to  him  ; 
his  cow  kept  in  fummer  with  the  frrmer's  cattle ;  and  the 
draw  of  his  com  from  his  croft  maintains  the  cow  daring 

winter*^ 
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winter.  He  has  liberty  to  caft  turf  for  him&lf,  and  fomedmes 
a  few  peats.  He  works  to  die  fiirmer  in  han^eft,  attends  * 
the  plough  during  winter  asd  fpring,  at  which  time  he  ^* 
ther  receives  his  viduals  in  the  farmer's  houfe,  or  has  al- 
lowed him  2  pecks  of  oat-meal  a^week.  What  time  he 
has  to  ^pare  in  iummer,  from  Whitfunday  to  harveft,  he 
works  for  day's  wages  to  different  perfons.  His  wife  and 
children  weave  ftockin^,  as  above  mentioned,  until  the 
boys  are  fit  for  herding  cattle.  What  is  thus  earned,  if  he 
and  his  wi£e  are  iaduflrious,  and  his  family  keep  in  health, 
maintains  them  in;  a  fober  way*  Oat-meal,  cabbages, 
greens,  potatoes,  whey,  and  fometimes  part  of  the  milk  qf 
his  cow,  are  their  daily  fare*  Beer  or  ale  they  can  feldom 
tafie.  One  great  hardfliip  is,  that  after  having  improved 
Us  fiaudl  croft,  it  is  fometimes  taked  from  him.  He  pof- 
leffes  it  only  from  year  to  year,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to 
remove  from  place  to  place. 

Stipend,  Ctntrch^  School  and  Boor. — ^The  value  of  the  li- 
ving, converting  the  meal  paid  in  fUpend  at  xos.  the  boU, 
the  barley  at  xis.  and  the  glebe  at  the  common  rent  of 
groand  here,  is  about  L.  70  or  L.  71  Sterling*  Mr  Udny 
of  Udny  is  patron.  The  church  was  at  firft  built  about 
x6oo,  was  partly  rebuilt  in  1760,  and  received  a  partial  re- 
paration in  1786,  but  is  by  far  too  (mail  for  the  acconmio- 
datioQ  of  the  pariih.  A  new  manfe  lyas  built  in  1755)9 
and  was  confiderably  enlarged  and  repaired  in  1781!  A 
new  fchool-houfe  was  ereflied  in  x786.-^The  fchodhnafier'k 
lalary  18  L.  IX  Sterling,  There  are  generally  from  30  to 
40  fichohrs,  and  at  prefent  ix  bosrders,  at  X3  guineas  a^ 
year,-  for  board  and  education^— »The  number  of  poor  is 
from  20  to  %%.  None  of  them  go  about  as  beggars,  but 
we  have  a  confiderable  number  of  fuch  from  Aberdeen  and 
nei^bottiing  places.    The  annual  aammt  of  the  funds  for 
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Aeir  relief  ia  from  L.  a8  to  L.  3a,  orifiag  incMn  Inie  fiauB 
moraficaoomy  and  the  dues  of  mortcloths  \  but  prmcipafl  j 
frQm  the  coUeflioDS  ia  the  cbitach. 

Mifciibunous  OiJervatioffs^^^^Tht  pegpk  m  diis  puilh  «re 
fober,  indofirioiis,  and  b^min^j  contented  with  their  fitDa^^ 
tion  i  yet  there  arc  many  cbiog)  which  wonU  oootiibnte  to 
better  their  circomflaaces.  In  particnhry  the  taking  off 
die  duty  on  coals,  by  which  they  could  fup^y  dieoifdvcs 
^ifh  fbetf  with  much  leis  labour  and  ei^ence,  and  be  aUa 
to  employ  the  fiimmer  in  bringing  Itme^  and  indofing 
their  fields ;  whereas  at  prefent .  the  fummer  is  wafted  in 
procttriog  peats  and  turf.  The  hi^  dnties  on  nndt  and 
leather^  fall  heavy  on  thofe  who  have  large  £miKes.  If 
the  proprietdrt  of  efiates,  inflead  of  taking  ^ftt^iMU  at  t&e 
end  of  19  yearsy  by  which  their  tenants  are  imporeriihed, 
would  aik  a  moderate  rife  of  rent,  give  them  long  kdeSf 
encouragement  for  building  tolerable  houfes  and  indofing 
their  ground^  abdiOi  the  multures  at  mills,  lb  that  pay^ 
illettt  could  only  be  ezaded  for  woik,  and  oblige  the  te» 
tiants  to  foMet  their  ground  to  fubtenants  for  a  certain 
fiamber  of  years,  and  if  the  public  roads,  which  are  exceed»> 
ingly  bad,  were  under  better  management,  and  kept  in 
proper  rq>ait,  the  fituation  of  all  ranks  would  be  confider- 
aUy  improved.— *None  have  died  from  want ;  nor  have 
murders,  fniddes^  or  atrocious  crimes  been  oom^Aitled  far 
Aany  years  paft.  None  have  been  baniihed  firom  the  pa* 
fUh,  nor  obliged  to  leave  it  for  want  of  employment,  wm 
.there  is  a  fcarcity  of  hands*  for  work  in  hutbandry.  Such 
as  Jiave  removed,  ,hsve  had  a  view  of  better  encoorago- 
shent  at  Aberdeen,  or  in  the  neighbonring  p:iriihct« 
CiSops  17S9  and  1783,  being  very  deficient,  mdny  of  the 
Suxaen  were  then  obliged  to  di^ofe  of  their  oooen  $  and 
^/faste  no),  yet  reeoinand  the  lols  Atn  fitftained^  nor 
:.«  ':  been 
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been  able  to  keep  lb  good  cattle,  or  fuch  a  number  of  them 
as  formerly.  Crop  Z7819  from  want  of  funihine  to  ripen 
it,  and  bj  intenfe&oft  and  ikoWy  which  came  on  before  it 
coold  be  cut  down,  was  exceedingly  deficient*  The  inha- 
Intants  of  this  parifli  bought  bear  and  peafe  imported  at  A- 
berdeeoy  by  which,  with  theit  oPtti  fcanty  crop,  they  fup- 
parted  themielves.  The  church-feffion  purchafed  fome  meal 
and  gxaiA,  which  tbey  caofed*  mdke  into  meal ;  this  was 
fiold  in  finall  quantities,  to  the  pooreft  of  the  parifliioners. 
Thirty  bolls  of  meal,  and  2  boUs  of  peafe,  granted  by  Go- 
Temment  in  17S31  proved  a  id'efol  ond-feafonable  fiipply  to 
many,  fo  that  no  pVrfon  died  for  want ;  but,  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  many  of  the  &rmers  were  confiderably 
impovenibed  by  thefe  two  deficient  crops. 
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NUMBER    XXI. 

PARISH    OF   ORMISTOUN, 
.     (county    of    bast   LOTHIAN.) 

By  tie  Rmv.  Mr  Axexakhxr  CoLviitt. 


Skuatiot^  Su9fac€j  Stdt^  C^c. 

ORmistouv  pariih  b  fitnatcd  on  ^e  weft  ikirts  of  tbe 
countj  of  Eaft  Lothian,  in  the  prelbTterj  of  Dal- 
keith,  and  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale.  Its  form  is 
very  irregular,  refembling  in  fome  meafure  a  horfe's  fiioe» 
winding  about  the  parilh  of  Pencaidand  on  the  N.  W.  and 
S.  The  length  is  about  5  miles,  the  breadth  vtxj  diffe- 
rent at  di£krent  places,  being  from  3  miles  to  about  half  n 
tnile.  .It  is  bounded  by  the  pariih  of  Tranent  on  the  N. 
by  Pencaithnd  on  the  E.  by  Humbie  on  the  S.  and  by  Cran- 
fion  on  the  W.  The  appearance  of  the  country  in  general 
is  flat.  It  is  indofed  with  hedges  of  white  thorn,  mixed 
with  fweet  briar,  honeyfuckle  and  hedge-row  trees.  A 
ftianger  entering  Ihe  parilh,  is  apt  to  xniftake  it  for  Eng* 
lind.  In  general  the  foil  is  wet  and  late,  but  the  air  is  dry 
and  the  fituation  healthy;  ntf  prevailing  diftempers.  Freeflone 
is  ftarce,  and  what  is,  is  very  cojeufe.    limeftone  in  abnn* 

dance. 


dance*    We  have  one  coal-miiie^  ezeoUent  in  its  quftlitj, 
the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetouh. 

AgricubuTit  ^r.-^Beft  lands  let  fircim  L.  z,  zos.  to  L.  z, 
15  8.  the  acre.  In  general,  there  are  but  fiew  cattle  bred 
here,  except  what  the  fisunnets  have  occafion  for  in  the 
working  of  their  fiurms,  which  they  laboor  moftly  witb 
horfes.  The  cattle  they  do  breed  are  excellent,  both  horfts 
and  cows.  Evety  fiirmer  fupplies  his  ftock  of  horles  from 
his  0wn  breeding  mares,  which  he  covers  with  ftrong  made 
fiallions  from  the  north  of  England,  of  the  draught  kind; 
and  fometimes  with  ftrong  made  horfes  of  the  road  or  hnnt* 
ing  kind.  One  farmer  here  thinks  the  beft  breed  cornea 
fiom  a  ftout  blood  fiallion  with  his  own  working  mares. 
Onr  cows  are  a  mixture  of  the  Holdemeis  kind,  with  that 
of  this  country.  They  are  fhort  homed  and  handfome, 
fiitten  well,  and  give  much  milk.  We  have  had  frequent 
inftances  of  20  Scotch  pints  in  the  day.  TThat  quantity  in- 
deed is  rather  extraordinary,  but  from  zo  to  Z5  is  com- 
mon. Provifioos  of  all  kinds,  fiih  excepted,  abound  in  this 
parifli ;  and  befides,  it  fends  out  fupplies  to  die  metropolii^ 
and  nei^bouring  towns. — We  fow  in  the  months  of  March, 
April  and  May,  and  generally  begin  to  reap  in  the  firft 
week  of  September.  There  are  employed  in  the  pariih  at 
prefent  about  25  ploughs.  The  fiurmers  deal  much  in  the 
different  kinds  of  fown  grais,  viz.  dovers,  rje-giais»  tre- 
foil,  rib-grab,  firft  for  hay,  and  then  for  pafture.  •  The 
ploughs  ii^  general  are  of  Small's  conftruftion.  They  have 
a  caft  yedand  mould-broad,  which  is  curved,  and  about  f 
inch  thick  at  the  under  edge,  capering  towards  to  about 
\  inch  at  the  Jiigher  edge.  They  have  plated  or  winged 
ibcks  of  iron,  ihoes  and  earth-board  of  the  fame  metal, 
with  a  kneed  coulter.  Some  have  a  chain  fixed  to  the 
under  fide  of  die  beam  behind^  and  to  the  muzzle  be£Dre» 
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Scotch  plough  is  alfo  oM  bj  tiie  ^tfmeiy  hve.  Bqch  ift- 
finunents  peifonn  well  in  the  hands  of  a  fkilfal  ploo^* 
mani  who  takes  cia?e  Ip  apply  d&tm  to  jbils  to  which  chej 
lire  adapted  rf^The  Earl  qf  Hopetoiin  bas  valuable  woods 
in  ihis  parilb,  confifiii^  of  »bout  90  Sootob  »crca. 

Ptkfiukiwi^-^^  4oes  put  app4W  tblit  the  popplatio^  oC 
dus  parifli  has  either  bfsen  aafob  jncreafed  or  diminifhftd 
fo^  at  kaft  ICQ  jears-paft.  The  return  to  Dr  Webfter  wm 
8io.  Th«re  are  at  prefiint  193  £smilies,  13a  miined  wo- 
men, 398  above  7  years  qf  ^ge,  and  141  below  9  years  of 
ege.  The  amount  of  the  whole  864,  including  idl  feda* 
rifts.  The  annual  average  of  births  for  10  yean,  begin- 
ning with  17091  is  %6\  for  xo  years,  beginning  with  1734, 
is  aS;  and  £ar  xo  y«9rs,  beginning  1775,  is  17.  If  the 
idcu  w^e  juft»  ^  Th^  the  population  of  any  diftrid  or 
*  country  may  be  known  witb  fufficient  accuracy,  by  mnl- 
<  tiplyiag  the  birtba  by  a6«'  the  prefem  population  of  thi» 
pmA  would  be  70ft,  but  wbicb  is  i6%  Ie&  than  it  really 
i^  Multiplyiog  our  Urtfis  by  3a,  correfponda  with  the 
ftate  of  our  population  as  near  as  can  be.  Multiplying  the 
Urtbs  by  a6,  may  perhaps  afoertain  the  population  of  large 
oties  and  manufaSuring  towns,  which  are  always  unfa- 
ttmrable  to  the  rearing  of  children ;  but,  in  my  opinion^  it 
cannot  be  applied  with  eza&ne&y  to  healthy  fituations  in 
the  country.  In  general,  throughout  Scotland,  it  is  not  a 
aegifter  of  births  that  is  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  periib, 
b|it  a  regifter  of  baptifms.  On  this  account,  children  who 
ace  not  baprifed  (as  fitveril  are  not)  are  not  regiftered. 
Children  aUb,  whofe  parents  are  unable  or  unwilling  to 
pay  the  dues  to  the  ckrk,  are  generally  not  regifiered ;  Sa 
ttttt  from  thele,  and  various  otber  drcumfianoes,  I  am  fiur 
j^MBt  thinking  that  the  regifier  of  bi^tifma  in  Scotland  ia 
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to  be  depeodefl  upout  for  bringing  out  an  exaft  ftate  of  the 
population  of  our  country*  A  few  perfons  have  emigra« 
ted  in  queft  of  better  encouragement.  There  ar6  193  in- 
habited houfes,  and  tlie  number  of  perfons  at  an  average  to' 
each  boufe  is  4^. 

Prices  and  Wages,^^T)ie  price  of  beef,  mutton,  pork  and 
iamb  50  oir  60  years  ago,  was  from  i|-d.  to  afd.  the  Dutch 
pound.  Few  calves  are,  or  ever  were  fed  in  this  pariih. 
Other  articles  were  proportiohably  low.  The  prefent  ave^ 
rage  price  of  beel^  mutton,  pork  and  lamb,  throughout  the 
year,  is  about  3^.  Wheat  and  other  grain  has  advanced  high 
this  year^  but  the  average  price  is,  v^heat  L.  i,  is.  the  boll,* 
barley  178.  oats  143.  and  pqafe  las.  In  hufb'andry,  the 
wages  of  labourers,  by  the  day,  are  from  9  d.  to  i  s. ;  of 
wrights,  z  s.  4  d. ;  of  brick-Iayefs  and  mafohs,  from  x  s.  8  d; 
to  z  s.  10  d. ;  tailors,  fmiths  and^weavets  have  not  advan- 
ced their  wages  fo  high  as  others  mentioned  above.  Com- 
mon labourers,  when  married,  receive  the  fame  wages  with 
thofe  mentioned  above.  If  the  man  is  fortunate  in  having 
a  frugal  and  Lnduflrious  wife,  he  is  able  to  maintain  and  e- 
ducafe  his  family  very  well. 

Viiiage  of  Ormi/loun^'^The  village  of  Ormiftoiin  is  the 
6nly  one  in  this  pariih  which  defefves  the  name.  It  con- 
tains between  500  and  600  perfons,  who  enjoy  almoft  eve- 
ry natural  2nd  moral  advantage  for  domedic  comfort.  In 
fefpe^  of  health,  the  iituation  is  very  favourable.  The 
village  (lands  upon  gravel,  and  confifts  chiefly  of  two  roA^^s 
of  houfes  of  two  dories,  the  one  fronting  the  fouth,  and  the^ 
other  the  north,  with  a  broad  airy  ftreet  between  them. 
la  the  middle  of  the  ffreet  is  a  crofs,  of  which  there  is  no 
tradition ;  but  from  its  ancient  appearance,  it  is  evidently  a 
relick  of  Popery.    The  houfes  on  both  fi^ics  of  the  ftreet 
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are  ibcltered  hj  trees,  which  grow  in  the  bedge-rowi  of 
the  adjacent  indofuresi  but  not  fo  much  as  to  prevent  a 
free  ciicolation  of  ain  Of  this  laft  circumflance  the  Earl 
of  Hopetoun  is  fo  attentdvet  as  to  give  orders  to  thin  his 
trees  when  they  are  hurtful  to  the  inhabitants.  This  is 
chieflj  a  farming  village.  Though  attempts  have  been 
made,  the  linen  manufaAure  never  fucceeded  here.  At  pre- 
fent  we  have  two  dilHIlerieSi  and  a  ftarch-work^  eaploj- 
ing  between  30  and  40  hands. 

AtUiquttus. — ^bn  the  top  of  Dodiidge  I«aw,  the  higbeft 
ground  in  this  parilbi  about  a  miles  S.  from  the  church, 
there  are  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  what  is  £aid  to  have  been 
a  Roman  camp.  But  the  late  Dr  Henrj  of  Ecfiaburgb 
ieemed  rather  to  think  it  Daniib. 

Emineffi  Men, — Thb  parifli  gave  birth  to  the  Cockbim» 
of  Ormiftoun,  a  Protefiant  family  at  the  Reformation,  and 
Whig  ^fterwards.  Cockbum,  Lord  Juilice-CIerk,  was  e- 
minent  as  a  judge  and  lawyer.  John,  his  fon  and  fucceflbr, 
no  lefs  fo  as  a  (latefman  and  patriotic  reprefentative  of  his 
country  in  the  Union  Parliament,  and  in  feveral  fucceeding 
Parliaments.  He  was  for  a  confiderable  time  one  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty.  In  this  high  ftation  he  diftinguiihed 
himfelf  by  his  abilities  and  attention  in  promoting  the  ge- 
neral commerce  of  Britain,  and  preferving  onfullied  the  hiv 
nour  of  the  Britiih  Flag.  About  the  year  1740,  he  reti- 
red from  public  bufinefs,  to  fettle  on  his  own  eftate,  which 
he  confiderably  improved,  but  to  which  he  did  not  confine 
his  attention ;  for  wherever  his  prefence  was  necei&u:y  to 
excite  a  fpirit  of  improvement  in  agriculture  and  the  linen 
manufadure,  there  you  found  Mr  John  Cockbum.  He 
contributed  to  ered  the  firft  bleachfield  in  Scotland  i  and 
it  was  by  his  example  and  influence,  that  the  firft  vigorons 
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cxerdons  were  made  in  the  making  and  repwng  of  high 
roads  in  this  neighbourhood.  Thus,  from  feeble  begin- 
ningSy  works  of  public  utilitj  became  general  through  the 
^onnty* 

MifciBamiQus  OhJirvations.i^^The  people  in  general  are 
cDconomicaly  but  for  their  circnmfiances  have  rather  too  ex- 
penfive  a  jtafte.---Propertj  in  land  has  been  more  fixed  in 
Ihis  pariih  than  in  moil  othersi.  The  e&ate  of  Ormifioun 
has  onlj  once  changed  its  proprietor  for  fever al  hundred 
jtm.  In  the  year  17479  the  late  Earl  of  Hopetoun  being 
jtben  proprietor  of  three  farms  in  the  pariiht  purchafed  the 
whole,  fo  the  prefent  Earl  is  now  fole  heritor  and  pa- 
tron of  the  pariiL  The  roads  in  general  are  in  bad  repair, 
and  fome  bridges  are  wanted*  The  badnels  of  our  roads, 
however,  is  not  owing  to  careleiTneis,  but  to  the  deepnefs 
of  die  (oil,  and  the  fcarcitj  of  proper  materials  for  repair-  . 
jog  them.  I  defpair  of  feeing  them  much  altered  for  the 
better,  till  a  proper  turnpike-law  is  obtained. — ^In  the  fcan- 
tjr  yeary  of  178a  and  1783,  the  poor  no  doubt  fufiered; 
)>ut  from  the  humanity  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  not  fo 
moch  as  might  have  been  apprehended. — ^Near  the  village  of 
Ormifioun,  on  the  fbnth,  is  a  bridge  of  two  arches,  built 
niany  years  ago  over  the  Tyne,  a  very  fmall  river  indeed 
^t  this  place,  but  by  additions  which  it  receives  in  its  courfe 
pi>  the  German  Ocean,  which  it  enters  about  20  miles  N. 
E.  from  Ormiiio^o,  ijtear  the  ftat  of  the  Earl  of  Hading- 
(on,  it  is  g^atly  ipcreafed.  Its  fource  is  about  8  miles 
ikmthward  i^  the  moor  of  Middleton,  a  high  ground,  and 
MoaeSed  with  hills  of  confiderable  extent  and  height.— - 
The  year  1735  or  1736  was  marked  by  a  confiderable 
land-flood.  In  the  month  of  June,  when  the  day  was  flill, 
gnd  dear  fun-ihine,  not  a  drop  of  rain  having  fallen  either 
^  that  day  or  the  precedinff,  a  fea  of  water  came  rolling 
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along  the  plain,  through  which  the  Tjne  rons,  coyering 
the  adjacent  fields  with  about  3  feet  depth  of  water.  It 
certainly  proceeded  from  a  water-fpout,  falling  on  the  high 
grounds,  near  the  fource  of  the  riven  The  fudden  melt« 
^g  of  (now,  and  heavy  falls  of  rain,  are  alfo  frequently  the 
caufe  of  floods  in  our  river;  but  the  valley  being  flat,  little 
damage  b  done.— >In  the  month  of  September  1787,  I  ob- 
ferved,  between  11  and  12  o'clock  at  night,  a  complete 
rainbow ;  the  moon  Ihining  bright  in  the  eaft  \  no  wind ;  a 
little  rain  gently  falling  in  the  weft,  and  the  arch  appear- 
ing between  me  and  the  rain.  The  colours  were  variega- 
ted, but  all  func— In  Lord  Hopetoun's  garden  at  Ormi- 
ftoun  Hall,  there  is  a  remarkable  yew  tree.  Its  trunk  is 
zi  feet  in  circumference,  and  25  feet  in  length;  the  diameter 
of  the  ground  oyerfpread  by  its  branches  is  53  feet;  an4 
there  is  about  the  20th  part  of  an  Englilh  acre  covered  by 
it.  This  tree  is  flill  growing  in  full  vigour,  without  the 
leaft  fymptom  of  decay  in  any  of  its  branches,  which  in- 
creafe  yearly  in  length  about  an  inch.  There  is  no  tradi- 
tion that  can  be  depended  upon,  for  eza&ly  afcertaining  it^ 
age ;  but  from  the  beft  information,  it  cannot  be  under  aco 
years  old.  It  feems  rather  more  probable  to  be  betweep 
^00  and  400  years  old. 
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NUMBER    XXII. 

PARISH    OF    CUSHNIE, 
(county  of    ABERDEEN.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  F&AKcis  Adam, 


}famef  Situation^  Soilj  Ifc. 

^usmiEt  or  CoufinUj  is  faid  to  fignify  in  the  Gaelic, 
**  Hoarfroft."  The  parifh  lies  in  the  county  and  Sy- 
nod of  Aberdeen,  and  prefbytery  of  Alford.  It  is  fimall, 
irregular,  aad  mountainous.  Bounded  by  the  parifhes  of 
Tarland  on  the  S«  *,  Forbes  and  Kildrummie,  on  the  N. ; 
Coldftone,  on  the  W. ;  Leochel,  on  the  £. ;  Towie,  on 
the  N.  W.  \  Alford,  on  the  N.  £. ;  and  Coul,  on  the 
S.  £.  The  foil  is  but  indiiferent,  and  fomewhat  inclined 
to  clay;  the  air,  although  moiA,  is  tolerably  healthy; 
stfid  the  hills  are  covered  with  heath.  The  weather  is  much 
more  fevere  than  in  its  neighbourhood,  occalioned,  no 
doubt,  by  its  fituation ;  being  in  the  bofom  of  a  large 
open  glen,  and  pretty  high.  There  is  very  little  wood, 
and  no  mineral,  excepting  a  quarry  of  good  building  (tones, 
near  the  C3iurch,  ea£ly  wrought.  A  fmall  rivulet  iiTues 
from  the  glen,  in  the  weftem  extremity  of  the  parifh, 
which  is  pretty  well  ftored  with  burn-trout,  and  runs  eaft- 
ward,  until  it  meets  with  the  burn  of  Leochel,  where 

they 
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they  take  a  more  nortlierly  coorfe,  nodi  they  emplj  tbem- 
felyes  into  the  Don. 

PofulatiofBf  (^c.«--Accoraiog  to  Dr  Webfier,  tbe  nim- 
ber  of  foub»  about  40  jean  ago,  was  500.  The  amount 
at  preient  is,  bj  aAsd  eaumefetion,  aoy  males,  and  233 
females }  tojtal  430*  At  an  average  of  ao  years,  from  1731 
to  Z75I9  there  have  \^om  16  jbirths  yserllyi  but  from 
1770  to  179O9  zz  bapdims  onlj  appear  fropi  the  xe^iprds ; 
and  from  ^785  to  17909  only  4  marriages  yearly. 

The  inhabitants  are  in  general  healthy^  and  live  to  a 
confiderahle  age ;  (bme  to  So,  and  even  90  years,  but  frw 
beyond  that  period.  Nor  have  there  been  apy  murdecs  or 
Ifdcides,  or  any  baniihments ;  and  but  very  few  emigra- 
tions.  Neither  have  any  died  firmn  wfnt,  to  my  know- 
ledge,  in  the  parifli. 

The  proportion  between  the  births  and  whole  popula- 
jdon,  is  u  z  to  40  nearly  i  between  the  marriages  and  pa- 
pulation, as  z  to  Z07 }  and  each  marriage,  at  an  average, 
produces  about  4  children.  The  number  of  heritors  is  4, 
none  of  whom  refide.  There  UP  7  Seoeders,  and  4  Epis- 
copalians. 

Agricmbur^^  t^r.<— 11)6  farms  are  generally  Qpall,  froai 
L.5  to  L.6  Sterling  yearly  rent,  and  uninclofed.  Nor 
are  the  farmeis  convinced  of  the  advantages  of  indofures. 
The  rent  of  the  beft  arable  ground,  is  from  z8  s.  to  ao  s. 
each  acre;  and  the  word,  from  8s.  to  zos.  the  acre. 
There  are  in  the  parifli,  about  34  ploughs  of  arable  ground, 
and  24  carts.  The  old  Scotch  plou^  is  generally  u&d  as 
moft  proper  for  fiifF  and  ftony  ground.  We  generally  fow 
in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  and  reap  in  September 
and  Oftober ;  and  the  parilb  does,  for  the  moft  part,  fup* 
ply  itfelf  with  provifions.    Our  exports  are  very  trifling  $ 
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(bmedmes  a  £ttle  oot-mcal  and  bear,  and'  a  £s^  black  cattle. 
The  land  rent  of  ^e  paxiih  is  aboat  L.  456  Sterting»  coo- 
verting  the  viftnal  at  10  s.  the  boll. 

Ciurcit  StifinJ,  PooTf  Uc^Tht  churdb  is  coveried; 
with  beatby  and  ^as  built  in  1637,  and  tbe  manfe  in  1714. 
The  value  of  the  living,  including  the  glebe,  b  L.  49 : 6  vB 
Sterling,  converting  the  vidual  at  zo  s.  the  boll.  In  the 
jear  1782,  about  ao  perfons  were  on  the  poors  roll,  which» 
in  1790,  were  reduced  to  half  that  number.  Our  annual 
contributionay  with  the  intereft  of  legacies^  feat-money, 
&c.  after  deducing  feiEon -clerk  and  officer  fees,  amount 
to  about  L.  7,  2  s.  Sterlings 

Wi^iSf  (^c— A  common  daj-labourer  earns  6d. ;  a 
maibn,  i  s. ;  a  carpenter,  from  6  d.  to  8  d.  *,  and  a  tailor, 
6  d.  a  daj,  exclufive  of  maintenance,  I  cannot  pofitively 
alcertain  the  ezpence  of  a  labourer,  when  married ;  but  it 
is  well  known  that  fuch  have  great  difficulty  in  rearing 
their  families,  as  it  is  onlj  £or  a  few  months  in  fummer 
that  thej  can  get  employment  *,  and  were  it  not  that  the 
women  make  fomething  by  knitting  ilockings,  and  that 
tbe  female  children  are  employed  in  that  way  as  ibon  as 
capable,  it  would  be  abfolutely  impoffible  for  them,  with- 
ont  affiftance,  to  make  a  ihift  to  live.  The  fiiel  is  turf 
and  peat.  The  annual  wages  of  a  man  fervantf  employed 
in  hufbandry,  are  from  L.  5  to  L.  6  Sterling ;  thofe  of  a 
woman,  from  L.  a  to  L.  3  Sterling ;  and  for  boys,  from 
30  s.  to  40  s.  Sterling,  exclufive  of  maintenance. 

AK/cMmeotu  Ohferuaums^'^Thit  men  are  by  no  means 
fiBod  of  a  military  life.  The  women  are  employed  in  fpin^ 
ntng  and  knitting  \  and,  for  the  moft  part,  both  fexes  are 
iadnftrioas  and  ceconomicaL    The  flature  of  the  men  is, 
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from  5  feet  4  inchesfy  to  6  feet ;  and  that  of  the  women/ 
from  5  feet  a  inctieSy  to  5  feet  8  inches.  It  is  difficult  to 
fay  whether  the  people  are,  oh  the  whole,  contented  with 
their  fituation.  If  I  may  hazard  ah  opinion,  I  think  they 
are  not.  The  ihortneis  of  their  leafes,  their  high  rents, 
and  the  ezorbltaht  wages  of  the  labouring  fervants,  render 
the  fituation  of  the  farmer^  very  irkfome.  t  obferve  that 
even  the  prices  of  the  ihoes  worn  by  the  country  people, 
although  the  deareft  article  of  wearing  apparel,  are  but  a« 
bout  thrice  the  price  for  which  they  were  bought  about 
40  years  ago ;  whereas  the  fees  or  wages  of  labouring  fer* 
vants  have  fttD  increaied  in  a  greater  degree  fince  that  pe- 
riod. The  ihoes  are  as  i  s.  to  3  s.  Sterling;  biit  the  wage^ 
as  15  s.  to  L.  3  Sterling.  I  obferve,  however,  that  the 
common  people  live  rather  better,  and  drefi  to  more  ad« 
vantage  than  in  former  times;  although  every  article  of 
wearing  apparel,  particularly  that  mod  neceiTary  one,  ihoes, 
are  at  lead  thrice  the  price  for  which  they  could  have  been 
prociired  about  40  years  ago.  This  is  no  doubt,  in  fome 
meafure,  owing  to  the  increafe  of  manufafluxes,  and  value 
of  cattle,  which  generally  fetch  triple,  if  no{  four  times 
the  price  they  gave  in  former  times.  Superltition  feems 
alfo,  if  I  miftake  not,  to  lofe  ground,  and  the  manners 
of  the  people  are  fomewhat  more  poliihed.  Natural  chil- 
dren are  by  no  means  fo  frequent  here,  as  formerly ;  al« 
tbouglf  delinquents  are  much  leis  harihly  dealt  by.— 
The  Aatute-labour  is  generally  exaded  in  kind,  but  the 
roads  are  very  indifferent.  There  are  no  tiimpikes ;  nor 
do  the  people  know  enough  about  them,  to  form  1  judg- 
ment of  their  utility. — In  1782  and  1783,  the  crop  was 
remarkably  deficient,  and  the  oat-meal  very  bad ;  infa- 
much,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  importation,  numbers' 
would  have  periihed.  I  myfelf  had  fcarcely  a  Boll  of  meal 
for  every  c  bolls  of  raw  or  undried  oats.    THkt  b^ar  was 
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the  onlj  grain  on  which  we  could  have  anj  dependence  \ 
and  even  this  was  fo  much  inferior  to  fonaer  jears,  as  to 
be,  as  well  as  the  oats,  unfit  for  feed.  So  that  we  were 
obliged  to  get  our  feed  from  more  early  places ;  and  fuch 
as  did  not,  CUrtfed  odt  to  b«  great  lo&rs. 

Engliih  is  the  only  language  now  known  in  the  pariffa, 
the  Gaelic  having  ceafed  to  t>^  underftood. 


Vol.  ^\^  Z  N  U  M. 


ijt  Staiifiical  Account 

NUMBER    XXIII. 

PARISH     OF    RYND, 
(county  of  Perth.) 

B^  the  Rev.  Mr  William  Taylor. 


Name^  Situatiottf  Extent j  Sai/t  Smr/aee,  Vc. 

THE  name,  in  Gaelic,  is  faid  to  fignify  '  a  point »'  and 
both  the  pariih  and  the  eftate  of  Rynd,  probably 
took  this  name  from  the  point  of  land  where  the  rivers 
Tay  and  Earn  meet,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  church. 
The  pariih  is  fituated  in  the  county  of  Perth,  in  the  pref* 
bytery  of  Perth,  and  Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling.  It  ex- 
tends from  the  point  mentioned,  more  than  4  miles  along 
the  river  Tay,  and  meets  the  pariih  of  Perth  at  Orchard- 
nook.  It  is  about  a  mile  in  breadth  ;  the  line  that  divides 
it  from  the  pariih  of  Dumbamie  on  the  one  iide,  being 
nearly  parallel  to  the  winding  courfe  of  the  Tay  on  the 
other ;  fo  that  the  form  of  the  panlh  is  nearly  oblong,  ha- 
ving the  church  (very  inconveniently  for  the  bulk  of  the 
people)  placed  almoft  in  one  of  the  angles.  It  is  bounded  by 
the  pariihes  of  Perth  and  Dumbamie  on  the  W.;  by  that  of 
Abemethy  on  the  S.  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  ri- 
ver Earn ;  and  on  the  E.  and  N.  by  the  pariihes  of  St  Ma- 
dois  and  Kinfaunsi  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  Tay. 
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In  generaly  the  foil  Is  fertile.  Hie  ground  is  flat  for  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  die  river  Earn  to  the  eaft  end  pf 
the  hill  of  Moncrieff,  and  the  foil  a  deep  claj.  A  narrow 
fhip  of  the  lame  day  foil  lies  all  around  the  eaft  end  of  the 
liill,  hj  Ae  fide  of  the  Tay,  np  to  Orchardnook ;  and  from 
this  ftrip  the  ground  rifes  hj  an  afcent  fo  eafy,  that  it  is 
flll  arable.  The  foil  upon  this  rifing  ground  is  light  and 
1harp»  but  abundantly  fertile,  when  properly  laboured  and 
limed.  There  are  befides  fome  haughs,  clofe  by  the  rivers 
Tay  and  Earn,  lying  about  30  feet  lower  than  the  flat 
•clay  foil  mentioned  above,  and  fome  iflands  in  the  Tay, 
belonging  to  th«  pariih,  all  of  a  rich  loamy  foil,  which, 
when  the  tidea  are  kept  off  (as  has  been  endeavoured  to  be 
done)  by  banks,  have  yielded  the  moft  luxuriant  crops, 
without  any  manure,  for  feveral  years.  The  air  is  lyither 
tnoift,  but  not  unhealthy.  Agues  have  been  le(s  frequent 
than  in  fome  places  where  the  air  ibould  feem  to  be  drier, 
tnvtng  perhaps  to  a  ftream  of  air  which  is  generally  found 
upon  the  banks  of  rivers. 

Populationj^^Tht  return  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  to 
Dr  Webfier  was  498 ;  in  1766,  it  was  about  450 ;  at  pre- 
sent it  is  495,  although  the  farmers  who  have  come  into 
the  parifli  fince  that  time  do  not  keep  up  fo  many  cottar* 
houfes ;  and  in  fome  cafes  two  farms  have  been  turned  in- 
to one.  The  annual  average  of  births  is  about  x6;  of 
marriages  about  4.  There  are  under  zo  years  of  age  126; 
between  10  and  ao,  97 ;  between  20  and  50,  182 ;  between 
50  and  70,  77 ;  above  70,  13  ;  in  all  495 ;  of  whom,  males, 
23 5»  females,  260 ;  married  above  20,  including  widowers 
and  widows,  190;  unmarried  above  20,  83;  the  average 
iiamber  of  children  to  each  family  is  6|-.  A  perfon  named 
Laurence  Kinmont,  died  here  in  the  year  1757,  aged  ixx  ; 
iBpd  there  have  b^en  feveral  inftances  of  lives  between  80 

and 
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•ad  100,  mdun  this  century.  Tbere  are  3  heritors,  ooe  of 
wbom  refides  in  the  parifli.  There  are  w  faaiidiccafi£[ncii» 
about  30  filhennen,  and  x  ferrjsiaii.  About  x6o  are  of 
die  E^bliflied  Churchy  and  abaut  ^^o  Seceden.  Thcae 
are  86  inhabited  hoofts.  The  sretage  niunber  to  cacb 
haufe  is  conputed  to  be  .5  inhabitants* 

jigricukure^  lic^^Thtxit  are  5  principal  fimners,  vrho 
poffeis  from  aoo  to  360  acres  each,  which  the j  labour  with 
aploogh  for  about  eveiy  40  acres;  there  are  zp  other  far- 
mers, who  poiTeia  from  30  to  60  acnes  each,  whicb  thej 
labour  ufiiallj  with  one  ploi^ ;  and,  in  general,^  their  fa- 
milies confift  of  a  man  for  tvtxj  ploo^,  a  boy  or  a  to 
lake  care  of  their  cattle,  and  a  or  3  roaid-fervants.  Thej 
have  befide  as  many  bands  as  are  neceflary  to  thrcih  out 
their  corns,  who  are  generally  their  cottagers,  and  are  em- 
{doyed  in  threfliing  through  the  winter.  The  fermers  have 
generally  one  part  of  their  land,  about  a  6th,  in  fiJlow,  an- 
other in  wheat,  another  in  peafe,  another  in  barky,  another 
in  clover  and  rye-grafs,  and  another  in  oats.  But  this  pro- 
portion'is  ibmetimes  varied,  commonly  for  the  iake  of  ha- 
ving a  greater  quantity  of  wheat,  which,  befides  being 
fown  conftantly  affaer  the  &II0W,  is  Ibwn  allb-ibmetimes  af- 
ter pea&,  and  Ibmetimes  after  grals.  As  the  principal  frtr- 
mers  labour  in  a  very  iiiperior  ftyle,  and  taifc  as  much  out 
of  th^ir  ground  as  is  done  perhaps  any  wbene  in  the  ifland» 
the  pariih  does  much  more  than  fopply  itielf  with  provi- 
fions,  and  very  coniiderable  qiiantities  of  all  kinds  of  grain 
(^re  annually  ejcported,  but  chiefly  of  wheat  and  badey. 
About  10  acres  may  be  fown  in  flax,  which  they  raife  for 
their  own  ufe,  and  about  as  many  in  potatoes  and  turnips. 
They  have  not  much  in  pafture,  as  they  feed  their  borfies 
with  grals  in  the  houfe,  and  fend  their  young  cattle  to  other 
places  for  pafture  through  the  fun^mer*    Oats  and  peafe 

arc 


i  ibwa  im  March,  \atkj  aa4  gnUs  in  M^j,  and  vAn^t  jfi 
^  C94  fif  39^^m^  ^i  QfMw»  Whc9X  ))ar¥eft,cQoi- 
^BOffs^y  ^gins  fdxNtf  i(h^  W^dU  9fA^HP^9  £>oiifr  tr  J^tifr 
afiwfffUffg^ta  tl^e  iieMoo*  The^v^r^ge  sent  of  ^aad  the  aacc, 
IM7  he  ^ut.I*.  I,  4#.  The  gfenf^  pwrt  of  i^  ff^ih  is 
isdoM  ivith  q)iii;kiet  k^igf^  i  but  ^e  £M^^n  .b^a  jbo 
^o^bin that  th^ hai1>our vermint  which defiroj.thei^rop, 
jml  l^ev^  ^  firee  qirciil^pa.of  air,  &  q^f:^^-/  for  win- 
inqg  it  in  banreft.  In  dte  hilly  part  of  the  pgr^lh,  ;hc^ 
ane  about  30  9^res^  confiftbg  q£  fome  vi^  gx^PA4f  -which, 
ib^^h  pipfily  covered  with  he^ith  ^ad  whins,  yi^s  fome 
pafturc,  9nd  of  feveral  rocky  biOocfca,  fpine  of  which  ace 
^Mte4  m^  Scptch  ^,  ia  a  y^rj  thovi^g  cifqditiqn.  Thece 
fwe  bcfide  twa  fields  in  the  low  part  of  the  pariih  as  yet 
^  wafte,  containing  about  ao  a^^es ;  but  they  belopig  to  two 
of  the  principal  fanners,  who  are  about  to  break  them  up* 
The  land-rent  may  be  ?b0Ut  L^  1600  ^rling.  The  rent 
of  die  fiihings  may  be  abo^t  L.  390.  There  are  about  112 
boricsy  an4  400  black  cattle. 

Price  ofLabfopry  ^rft-^Th®  price  of  labour  in  all  the  (q)e- 
nttipiis  of  hu^Hmdry  hfs  incre^ied  ^out  one  half  within 
tl^iele  40  years.  A  man-fiirvant's  wages  in  the  year  being 
now  about  I4. 8,  apd  a  woman's  30  s.  when  maintained  in 
the  hoiiiie.  A  labourer's  wages  for  a  day,  without  viduals, 
an  1 8.  A  ipan,  duripg  harveft,  gets  ao  s.  aqd  a  woman 
X  J  a.  A  labpurer's  wages  are  iufficient  to  enable  him  to 
bring  up  a  family,  jexciept  in  cafeaipf  ficknels  or  misCortune. 
Amolbn'swa^.are  is.  6d.  a  dayj  acarpenter's  zs.  3d.; 
a  tailor  gets  6ii.  with  his  viOuals. 

Stipend,  Scbooh  Poor,  lie.K^Th%  (Upend,  inckdkig  the 
glebe,  is  b^ween  L.  90  and  l^.  zoo.  Mr  Ofwald  of  Scotf- 
(pwp  is  patron.    The  falasy  <of  the  fchoolmafter  is  L.  8, 

6s* 


i82  Stati/Hcal  Account 

68.  8  d.  *,  the  one  half  paid  by  the  heritors,  and  the  other 
bj  the  tenants.  His  perqoifites  are,  i  s.  the  quarter  for 
Engliih,  I  s.  6  d.  for  writing  and  arithmetic.  The  kirk* 
feflion  gire  him  30  s.  a  year,  as  their  derk,  and  tat  teach* 
ing  fuch  poor  fcholars  as  they  fliall  appoint.  He  has  6  d. 
for  every  baptiCm,  and  i  s.  &r  every  marriage.  Befides, 
^e  is  appointed  coUedor  of  the  affefiments  for  the  poor,  for 
which  he  is  allowed  aos.  a-year.  He  has  for  common 
more  than  40  fchdars,  part  of  whom  are  from  the  adjn- 
cent  parts  of  the  parilhes  of  Perth  and  Dumbamie.  His 
whole  income  may  amount  to  about  L.  19  Sterling.  The 
number  of  the  poor  is  8i  at  an  average.  The  annual  fmn 
diftributed  to  them,  is  about  L.  ai ;  which  is  made  up  by 
aflefling  the  parifli,  according  to  law,  as  the  other  funds 
fall  ihort  of  what  the  poor  require. 

MifciUanious  Ob/ervations,'''^Thert  is  a  fleel  mineral 
fpring,  in  appearance  very  ftrong;  but  it  has  never  been 
reforted  to.^The  common  fuel  is  coal,  which  is  mofily 
brought  by  water  carriage.  Some  broom  and  whins  are 
likewife  ufed  by  the  common  people.  The  pariih  being 
furrounded  by  th^  rivers  Tay  and  Earn,  is  a  oonfideraUe 
advantage  to  the  farmers,  both  for  importing  lime,  &c. 
and  exporting  their  grain.  The  roads  and  bridges  are 
good.  They  were  made,  and  are  kept  in  repair  by  the 
ftatute-labour,  which  is  partly  exafted  in  kind,  and  partly 
commuted.  There  are  no  turnpikes. — The  ruins  of  a  nun- 
nery at  Orchardnook  remain,  about  a  mile  W.  fircnx)  the 
caftle  of  Elcho,  dofe  by  the  Tay!  It  is  faid  to  have  been 
founded  by  David  lindfay,  anceilor  of  the  Earls  of  Craw- 
ford,  and  his  mother  Catharine  Abemethey,  a  co-heireis 
of  Alexander  Lord  Abemethey,  who  was  proprietor  of 
Elcho  in  the  reign  of  Robert  Bruce.  The  ruins  lie  in  the 
middle  of.  a  large  orchard,  and  firom  the  ground  which 

they 
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they  occnpjy  the  nunnery  would  appear  to  have  been  a 
pretty  extenfive  building.    The  lands  at  that  time  are  fidd  *  • 
to  have  belonged  to  the  monafiery  of  Dunfermline. 

There  is  a  tradition,  that,  in  fome  very  remote  period, 
the  river  Tay  had  its  courfe  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Carfe 
of  Gowrie,  by  the  foot  of  the  hills :  That  fo  long  as  the 
river  kept  this  channel,  St  Madois  and  this  were  one  pa* 
riih  :  That  after  the  Tay  took  its  prefent  courfe,  by  the 
well  end  of  the  Carfe,  the  people  ftill  condhued  to  crols 
the  river  in  boats  to  the  church,  which,  the  tradition  fays, 
fiood  at  that  time  farther  down,  and  nearer  to  the  point 
where  the  rivers  Tay  and  Earn  meet ;  until  one  Sunday, 
the  boat  was  overfet  in  a  ftorm,  and  all  the  people  in  it 
perifhed :  That  in  confequence  of  this,  St  Madois  was  e- 
refied  into  a  parifh  by  itfelf ;  and  the  church  of  Rynd  re- 
moved farther  up,  to  the  place  where  it  now  (lands.  In 
confirmation  of,  at  leaft,  one  part  of  the  ftory,  two  known 
£i£b  are  alledged,  vi%.  that  a  field  in  the  farm  of  Eafter 
Rynd,  before  it  was  inclofed,  and  put  into  its  prefent  form, 
was  called  the  Kirkland ;  and  that  in  tilling  thb  field,  fome 
fireellones,  that  feemed  to  have  been  ufed  in  building,  had 
been  turned  up  by  the  plough.  There  is  certainly  not  a 
fione  of  any  kind  to  be  found  in  all  the  low  flat  ground 
that  Ues  between  the  rivers  and  the  foot  of  the  eafl  end  of 
the  HiQ  of  Moncrieff,  the  lyhole  being  one  continued  msSs 
of  clay,  for  about  30  feet  deep,  intermixed  with  many 
ftrata  of  iand,  of  diflSsrent  thickne0es,  and  in  feveral  places 
with  beds  of  hard  mois,  which  the  rivers  fometimes  wafh 
down  from  their  banks,  and  which  the  common  people 
ule  for  fiiel. 

With  refped  to  farmers,  it  is  manifeft  that  the  employ- 
ing cottager  fervants,  and  the  employing  unmarried  houfe 
iervants,  have  each  their  peculiar  advantages  and  difad- 
vantages  \  and  it  is  hard  to  lay,  which  of  them  ought  to 
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be  (freferredy  or  wfactber  Vhf  0nd  of  thedl  QkmU  te  ut- 
ver&Bjr  adopted  lo  prefief etfice  tv  the  ether.  Much  pet^ 
haps  will  depend  upon  citctuiiftificesi  iii  aitf  paiiicnlar 
otfe.  But  die  fa£l  is,  the  prinoipal  fittiMts  i&  thtf  parilh 
hare  come  tiiore  iilto  the  vny  of  etnptojruig  cotttfgeA  witfi^ 
in  i!he  h&  6  years,  ihftead  of  nntnarried  fervaots^  as  for  fe- 
Teral  years  before.  Thefe  coctag^n,  hch^reter,  are  all 
hired  for  the  ytar,  and  do  not  Vfot\i  by  the  day,  or  by  the 
piec^.  With  regtttd  to  the  cotntry  in  genend,  no  donbt 
thd  ctttSt  of  etnplbying  cdttagersr  tviQ  be  to  increafi;  popn- 
httoik,  partfeolarly  the  number  of  hbonring  forvants;  and 
in  confeqaenee  of  this,  their  wages  will  be  kept  more  mo- 
derttte,  and  the  fiifmer  will  more  eafily  procat«  fbch  nn- 
nnrried  fervtnts  as  he  tazy  wtfii  to  have.  The  other  me^ 
thod  has  evidently  all  the  oppofite  effdds. 

There  are  two  alehoafes  upon  the  pnbEc  road,  and 
thiefiy  fhpported  by  travellers,  and  by  the  flfhefs,  dcrring 
Ae  time  of  the  iafanon  fifliing.  In  general^  the  morals  of 
the  people  can  hardly  be  laid  to  fuSer  from  them.  At  the 
fiime  time,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  they  give  more 
eafy  and  frequent  opportunities  of  tippling  to  dkofe*  who 
tre  addided  to  that  vice. 
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NUMBER    XXIV. 

PARISH   or   ABBOT'S   HALL, 
(county  of  fife.) 

S/  tit  Rtv.  Mr  Georgk  Shaw. 

Namff  Situation^  Soilt  lie. 

IT  is  £ud  that  an  Abbot  of  Danfennluie  built  a  fiunmer** 
boulie  near  the  place  where  the  church  of  Abbot's  Hall 
now  ftands,  and  called  it  the  Hall  of  the  Abbot.  Abbot's 
Hall  is  in  the  county  and  Synod  of  Fife*  and  prelbytery  of 
Kirkaldy.  Its  form  is  verj  irregular,  being  interfefted  in 
feveral  places  by  the  neighbouring  pariifaes.  In  the  broad* 
eft  and  longeft  comers  it  may  be  about  a  miles  each  way. 
-  It  is  bounded  by  Kirkaldy  on  the  £•  Kinghom  and  Auch- 
tertcwl  on  the  W.  Auchterderran  on  the  N.  and  the  frith 
of  Forth  on  the  S.  llie  general  appearance  of  the  coun« 
try  is  very  pleafiuit ;  it  is  flat  for  about  near  half  a  mile 
north  of  the'  coaft ;  from  thence  rifes  into  pretty  high 
grounds,  ot  beautiful  banks,  floping  gently.  The  air  is 
dfy  aad  healthy.  The  foil,  immediately  by  the  town,  is 
light  and  laady,  but  very  fertile,  efpeciallyin  (howerj 
fimuncfs.  It  can  fcf xcdy  be  hurt  by  rain,  but  eafily  by 
drongltt.  As  it  riles  northwards,  it  is  deeper  and  ftronger. 
Vol*.  IV.  A  a  but 
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but  thin  vA  cold  on  the  north  fldrts*  The  extent  of  iien* 
coaft  is  about  half  a  mile,  lying  along  the  weft  fide  of  the 
Baj.of  Kirkaldj.  It  is  rerj  flat  and  (andj,  but  exceed- 
inglj  plea£snt ;  moft  of  the  towns  and  villages  on  the  cooft 
are  pleafantlj  fitnated.— The  lands  of  Abbot's  HaU,  which 
belong  to  Mr  Fergofon  of  Raith,  abound  in  coal  <^  diffe- 
rent feams,  it  is  (aid,  fome  31  5,  and  even  14  feet.  Fut 
of  the  crop-coal  only  was  wrought  about  40  years  aga 

Po/ttiitff on.— The  ancient  extent  of  the  population  is  not 
eafily  traced,  but  was  much  lels  than  at  prefent.  The  re- 
turn to  Dr  Webfter,  about  40  years  ago,  was  only  1348 
fouk.  In  Z791,  the  total  population  is  2136;  males  io6x, 
females  1075.  *  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  is 
x66oy  in  the  country  476.  The  annual  average  of  births 
is  50,  of  deaths  44,  of  marriages  aa.  Under  10  year»  <^ 
age  there  are  249  males,  239  females;  only  a  few  perfons 
are  between  80  and  90.  There  are  6  heriton,  2  of  whona 
tefide.  Farmers  25,  their  families  about  aoo ;  8  principal 
manu&fiurers,  befides  a  few  fmaller  ones ;  apprentices  50  ; 
feamen  about  xo  or  X2 ;  male  houfehold*lervai»ts  63 ;  fe- 
male 60 ;  mercjbants  X2.  The  great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants 
are  tradeiinen,  being  wholly  employed  in  manu&ftares. 
Families  of  gentry  3 ;  x  in  the  town  and  2  in  the  country. 
One  minifter  of  the  ESabliihed  Church,  and  a  perfen  who 
preaches  to  a  fmall  Cameronian  meeting.  The  number  of 
the  Eftabliihed  Church  1338,  of  Seceders  798.  Within 
diefie  20  years,  the  population  of  the  town  b  increafed  be- 
tween 300  and  400 ;  but  the  country  part  of  the  pariih  is 
decrea&d  above  xoo.  The  increafe  of  the  former  is-owing 
to  the  manufadnres,  and  the  decreafe  of  the  latter^  to  m 
coal-work  being  entirely  given  up,  and  7  or  8  fiums  beng 
taken  into  one.    Bat«faelors  27^  married  men  287,  widaw* 
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«n  20,  vndows  87.    At  ui  average,  each  marriage  pr(>» 
duces  3  children. 

AgrUukure^  C/r.<— Eztenfive  plantations  have  been  for 
ieveral  years,  and  are  fiill  carrying  on  by  Mr  Fergafon  of 
^Raith.  There  being  in  this  parifii  about  143  acres  occu- 
pied by.plantations,  little  or  none  of  thefe  grounds  are  a« 
rable,  and  are  fo  fteep  that  they  are  fit  for  nothing  elie. 
The  number  of  hories,  cows,  cattle  and  young  beafls  may 
be  about  za50.  The  acres  in  the  parifh  are  about  3165. 
In  com  530»  ib  turnip  and  cab)>age  85,  in  potatoes  84,  in 
wheat  85,  in  barley  250,  in  peafe  176,  in  fown  gra&  164, 
in  ccKomoa  psQbirage  1278,  for  feeding  cattle  300,  in  fum- 
mer  fdlow  70.  Oats  and  peafe  are  fown  &om  the  begin* 
sing  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April-,  barley  txom  the 
beginning  of  May  to  near  the  end  of  it  -,  wheat  in  Sep* 
tember  and  Odober,  and  turnip  from  the  middle  of  July, 
&C.  They  reap  fometimes  in  the  end  of  Auguft,  and  the 
beginning  of  September*  The  pariih  imports  articles  of 
proTifion.  The  valued  rent  of  this  pariih  is  L«  798  : 9  :  9. 
The  real  rent  maybe  about  L.  3 165.  The  arable  land 
near  the  town  is  about  L.  3,  xo  s.  the  acre.  Beft  pafture 
li^waids  of  L.  2, 10  s.  On  the  north  ikirts  of  the  pariih, 
fame  as  low  as  5  s.  the  acre.  In  general,  the  iize  of  farms 
is  from  aoo  to  near  300  acres.  The  rent  about  L.  200* 
There  may  be  a  few  imaller.  The  number  of  farms  is 
dccreafing  coniiderably,  owing  to  their  being  larger.  £x« 
cept  the  land  immediately  by  the  town,  the  pariih  is  whol- 
ly sndoled,  and  the  farmers  are  fo  much  convinced  of  the 
advantage  thereof  that  they  do  not  thmk  they  would  be 
able  to  pay  their  advanced  rents,  if  it  were  not  fo.  There 
ate  50  ploughs,  of  which  the  one  half  is  the  old  Scotdi 
plough,  improved  by  being,  made  lifter,  and  the  other 
half  the  Eogjiib  plough  made  by  Smalls  or  after  his  coi^ 

flrudioo,^ 
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ftniAioii.  There  are  alfo  50  carts  in  the  coantiy  put  of 
the  pariih,  and  20  more  in  the  town ;  3  carriages,  i  of 
which  is  a  coach»  and  the  odiers  a  four-wheeled  chaifiea. 

Stipeftdp  School  Paor^  (^r.— The  flipend,  except  xoo 
xnerks  in  money,  being  paid  in  ridaal,  varies  with  the 
prices.  It  b  46  boUs  of  barley,  34  of  meal,  and  36  of  oats; 
but  taken  at  the  lateft  valuation,  of  L.  100  Scots  the  chal- 
der,  including  the  manfe  and  glebe,  wliich  is  6f  acres, 
maj  be  about  L.  80.  Mr  Fergufon  of  Raith  is  patron. 
A  new,  larger,  and  moi>e  elegant  church  was  built  4  years 
ago,  in  the  fame  place  where  the  old  ftood.  The  firft 
manfe  in  this,  pariih  was  built  in  the  1772,  the  rainifter  ha- 
vihg  till  then  only  an  allowance  of  L,  5  for  a  houfe.^-The 
falary  of  the  parochial  fchool  is  about  L.  7 )  perqulfites  u- 
rifing  from  baptifms  and  proclamations  about  L.  5 ;  from 
the  fefflon  and  at  the  communion  La;  L.  5  for  teaching 
poor  fcholars,  being  the  intereft  of  L.  100,  mortified  about 
30  years  ago,  by  a  Mr  Dundas,  who  lived  at  Raith*  The 
number  of  fcholars  at  an  average  b  about  60.  There  may 
be  1  or  3  fmall  private  fchools  in  the  town.— There  are  6 
poor  on  the  roll,  and  feveral  others  are  fuppUed  according 
as  their  need  requires.  The  annual  amount  of  the  oooari«- 
butions  for  their  relief,  arifing  from  the  coUeAions  at  the 
church,  the  intereft  of  money,  &q.  b  about  L.  50 ;  and  the 
pariih  b  well  able  to  fupply  its  own  poor,  were  they  not 
oppreffed  with  vagrants  from  alatioft  every  quarter,  efpe- 
daily  from  the  North,  going  to  t^d  from  the  Infirmary  at 
Edinburgh, 

Prices^  WagtSy  E^r«— The  prices  of  provifions  are  near 
f  ouUe  what  they  were  30  and  40  years  ago.  Bee^  mat- 
ron, veal,  lamb^  and  pork,  &c.  are  4|-d.  and  5  d.  the  poun4, 
f$9Qrding  to  the  diSerent  £^ods,  all  Troy  or  heavy  weight. 
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Figs  4 8.  geefe  as.  6d.  ducks  8  d.  each,  chickens  6 d.  and 
8  d.  the  pair,  butter  9  d.  cheefe,  fuch  as  is  commonlj  fold, 
3  d.  the  pound,  all  heavy  weight ;  wheat  and  barlej  at  i  s. 
Sterling  below  the  Mid-Lothian  fiars,  &c.  Day-labourers 
get  IS.  carpenters^  mafons,  &c.  get  i  s.  6d.  tailors,  when 
they  work  out,  6  d.  and  their  meat ;  but  they  moftly  work 
in  their  own  houfes,  at  fo  much  the  piece.  The  only  fuel 
is  coal,  price  paid  on  the  fpot,  6  d.  the  load,  weighing  22 
ftone.  On  di&rent  coal-hills  the  weight  is  different,  aifd 
fo  are  the  prices.  Some  within  half  a  mile,  2  and  3  miles, 
&c.  Such  as  are  frugal  and  attentive,  feem  to  five  comfort- 
ably in  their  iituation,  and  bring  up  large  fitmilies  in  ge- 
neral. Their  children  coft  them  little,  ^d  as  foon  as 
they  can  do  any  thing,  are  employed  in  manufaSures; 
their  wages  are  exceeding  good,  and  double  of  what 
they  were  formerly.  The  wages  of  male-fervants  are  L.  6 
and  L.  7,  of  female  L2,  10  s.  and  L.  3  a-year.  There  are 
bat  about  8  livery-fervants,  and  their  wages  vary  from 
h*  xo  to  L.  20,  L,  30,  8cc.  according  to  their  fiations,  &c. 

HfUfceUaniouf  Ohfervatt<ms. — In  general,  the  people  are  of 
the  middle  fize.  The  greatefl  height  which  any  have  at- 
tained, is  about  6  feet  2  inches.  They  are  very  much  dif- 
pofed  to  induflry.F— In  the  town  are  3  principal  manufac- 
tures, under  the  name  of  Checks  and  Bed-tikes.  Thefe 
employ  between  200  and  300  looms  in  the  pariih,  and  a 
great  number  in  the  parilhes  around.  Two  of  thefe  have 
each  an  eztenfive  bleachfield  near  by,  where  they  whiten 
their  own  yam.  Befides  thefe,  are  a  few  who  do  a  little 
in  the  iame  branches.  There  are  befides  5  cotton  manu- 
fiidares  of  the  name  of  the  Spinning  Jeanies,  the  heavy 
parts  of  which  are  driven  by  a  horfe-engine.  Thefe  em- 
ploy near  200  hands,  feveral  of  whom  are  children,  &c. 
Other  buildings  are  prefently  ere&ing  for  the  lame,  &c.-* 
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The  roads  are  tolerably  good.  There  are  only  a  CbmU 
bridges,  which  ieparate  the  pariih  from  the  neighbour- 
ing one  on  the  weft,  both  in  good  cafe^  and  ktdj 
repaired,  made  and  kept  bj  the  county.  The  flatnte- 
laboor  is  exafied  partly  in  kind  and  partly  in  money.— 
Though  the  hanreft  was  late  in  1782,  and  the  weather  very 
unfavourable,  fo  that  the  prices  ^ofe  much  above  what  they 
u&d  to  be,  yet  it  was  not  fo  feverely  felt  in  this  part  of 
the  country  as  in  fome  others,  owing  partly  to  the  dryne& 
of  the  fituation,  and  toaconfiderable  quantity  of  com  being 
imported  firaigfat  from  the  Baltic  into  the  harbour  of  Kiik* 
caldy,  &C.  The  poor  had  very  liberal  fupplies.  BIr 
Fergufon  gave  L.jo  to  be  diftributed  among  them,  and 
the  £Bifion^  at  the  defire  of  the  heritors,  lifted  L.  40,  and 
difpofed  of  it  to  the  &me  purpofe,  over  and  above  their  or- 
dinary difiribtttion. — There  are  4  brewers  in  the  town. 
Theie  keep  decent  houfes,  and  good  company.  But  there 
are  feveral  that  are  commonly  called  Tapfters,  becanle  they 
fell  ale  to  thefe  brewers,  that  are  nuifances  to  Ibci^.— 
Within  thefe  ao  years,  above  xoo  new  houfes  have  been 
buik  in  the  town.  About  the  one  half  of  thelie  are  on  new 
foundations,  and  the  other  on  old  ones,  made  much  larger 
and  better ;  and  in  the  country  part  of  the  pariih  axe  up- 
wards of  ao.  Some  fiill  employ  cottagers,  an^  others  do 
not,  preferring  hired  fervants  to  them,  and  confrgncntiy 
differ  in  their,  fentiments  concerning  the  eflfefis. 
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NUMBER    XXV. 

PARISH    OF    INCHTUREk 
(county   of   PERTH.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Johk  Millar. 


Name^  Situation^  ifc» 

THIS  puifh  and  that  of  Rolfie  were  united  in  i6yo^ 
and  the  church  of  Rof&e  b  now  a  ruin.  Incbturif  or 
JmeiioweTf  feems  to  have  got  its  name  from  flandlng  on  a 
rifing  ground.  It  is  allowedi  that  ibme  time  ago  the  river 
Tay  ran  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie»  and 
joined  the  river  Earn  at  a  place  called  Invergowrie,  about 
a  fniks  W.  from  Dundee.  Several  towns,  fitnated  upon, 
the  higher  grounds  between  thefe  riversi  are  hence  called 
Inch  ibis  and  Inch  ibalf  Inchmarttney  Inchmichael,  Megg* 
ioch,  Inchture,  &c.  lliis  pariih  lies  in  the  county  of 
Perth,  in  the  preibytexy  of  Dundee,  and  Synod  of  Angus 
and  Meams,  extending  from  S.  to  N.  about  4  miles,  and 
from  £.  to  W.  about  3.  It  is  bounded  on  the  £.  by  the 
pariih  of  Loogforgan ;  on  the  S.  by  the  rivers  Tay  and 
Earn,  which  now  run  in  one  channel ;  on  the  W.  by  the 
jpariibcs  of  Errol  and  Kinnaird ;  and  on  the  N.  by  the  pa- 
tifli  dE  Abemyte^  and  a  part  of  Longfbrgan  pariih. 
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Populatum. — In  the  village  of  Inchtore  are  84  families, 
and  about  360  fouls.  There  is  a  probability  that  this  vil« 
'  lage  and  pariih  will  foon  become  more  populous.  In  the 
courfe  of  thcfe  17  years  paft,  it  has  increaied  about  24 
&miliesy  and  as  the  turnpike-road  between  Perth  and 
Dundee,  which  is  juft  now  making,  goes  through  this 
town,  Lord  Kinnaird,  who  is  fole  proprietor  of  it»  intends 
to  enlarge  and  improve  it.  There  are  only  other  5  villages 
in  the  pariih,  and  in  them  are  about  ico  families,  and  a- 
bout  640  foub.  So  that,  in  the  pariih,  there  are  in  all 
about  184  £unilies,  and  zooo  fouls ;  of  thefe,  about  250 
under  10  years  of  age.  The  return  to  Dr  Webfier  was 
893  fouls.  The  number  of  males  and  females  is  nearly 
equaL  Some  years  ago,  this  parlfli  was  more  populous 
than  it  is  at  prefent ;  but  the  decreafe  has  been  owing  to 
fome  lands  being  converted  into  pleafiire  grounds^  In  fome 
years  of  late,  there  have  been  x8  or  19  marriages ;  at  a 
medium,  thelie  laft  x6  years,  there  have  been  14  yearly. 
There  have  been,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  at  a  medium, 
39  baptifms.  In  the  lame  fpace  of  time,  there  have  been, 
in  fome  years,  ao  deaths ;  but  the  medium  for  the  laft  7 
years  is  x8.  1 


Years. 

Births. 

Marriages. 

Deatbs. 

1783 

M 

»7 

17 

1784 

II 

31 

1785 

46  ^ 

«5 

16 

1786 

51 

»9 

14 

:?|j 

33 

»5 

«3 

50 

10 

ao 

1789 

H 

M 

18 

1790 

48 

«4 

»9 

The  fmall-pox  was  very  frequent  in  1784,  and  many 
£ed«    There  is  ftill  a  prejudice  againfl  inoculation. 

Htritcrs^ 


f>f  hufbtttre^  ip  j 

Itiriiors,  ittht,  Cdbute,  Wc— The  hcritow  in  this  pa- 
rifli  are  3  in  number,  ofie  of  whom  otHj  reiides  at  pi'efent. 
The  valued  ^ent  is  L.  593,  13  s.  Sterling.  The  real  rent 
may  be  about  £.  8obo  tSterling.  The  number  of  aicres  of 
arable  land,  3000.  AU  the  ground  in  tlus  pariih  is  ex- 
ceedmg  rich,  and  well  improven,  chieflj  bj  lime»  which 
fttits  beft  with  a  day  foil.  The  farms  in  general  are  exr 
tenfive,  fcarce  one  of  them  lels  tiian  100  acres,  fome  oC 
t&em  200,  aiid  One  about  300.  Farms,  of  late  years,  have 
been  let  at  40  s.  and  45  s.  an  acre ;  and  3  years  ago,  ik 
large  £u'm,  c6n£ft!tig  of  about  300  actes,  above  50  s.  In 
general,  the  rehti  are  pidd,  part  Ih  viAual,  and  part  iia  mo« 
ney.  Th^  fiinlheri  her4'  are  wealthy,'  and  live  genteeUy. 
They  ftnA  only  t  ^ah  And  2  fiorfes  to  a  plough.  Wagqs 
to  a  good  ploughman,'  are  from  L«  9i  to  L.  10  a-ye^ ;  a  day- 
lal^out^  gets  9^.  or  io  d.  a-day,  ztid  his  meat  ^  in  harvell, 
X  a.  a  day,  o'r  L;  if,  x  s.  for  the  whole  barveft-work ;  a  wo- 
man gets  15  s.  for  barveft.  Wdmens  wages  are  yearly 
tlbcfot  L.  3.  There  are  but  few  tnaDU&^rers,  the  farm- 
ers choofing  rather  to  let  their  houfes  to  day-labourers.  A- 
bout  40  or  50  ye^rs  ago,  oxen  were  milch  employed  in 
ploughing,  but  now  horfes  only.  The  paiiih  is  reckoned  a- 
hout  $0  ploughs  i  but  at  particular  feafons,  nearly  80  are 
employed*  The  farms  are  generally  divided  into  6  parts, 
wheat,  barley,  beans  or  peafe,  oats,  clover-grafs,  and  fal- 
low. Ground  properly  fallowed  add  limed,  often  pro- 
doces  15  bolls  of  wheat  the  acre  ;  the  average  produce  of 
#hole  fiurms  is  10.  *  Threfliing  mills  are  of  late  a  very 
great  improvement.  There  are  five  of  them  in  this  pariih. 
One  goes  by  water,  and  will  threlh  30  bolls  in  an  hour, 
and  ado  feparates  the  com  from  the  cliaff.  The  other 
nufls,  which  reqime  3  or  4  horfes  to  drive  them,  can  threlh 
^5  bolls' in  an  hour.  A  niill  employs  6'or  7  men  to  feed 
fli^  ntift,  as  they  .phrafe  it,  carry  off  the  ftraw,  &c.  smd 
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I  to  drive  tlie  horCsi*  There  is  aft  Po^ofvie,  s  town  a 
this  pariihy  a  pier  uid  harbour  for  flipping,  where  a  yeflU 
of  60  or  70  tops  can  fet  in ;  there  great  quantities  of  iric<» 
tpal  are  flupped,  and  a  great  deal  of  lime  and  coals  is  un- 
loaded. 

Stipemd.  Poor^  Schoolf  He. — ^Tha  church  and  manle  here 
are  both  old.  The  ftipead  is  near  13  boUs  wheat.  46boIls 
barlejt  36  boQs  meat  and  34  bolls  oao,  and  near  L.  11 
monej.  B7  the  annexation  of  the  ^be  fiMrmerij  at  Rof- 
fie,  to  the  glebe  here,  it  is  about  11  acresb  including  die 
garden.  Tbe  King  b  patron. — The  poors  fund  is  above 
L.  aoo  Sterling.  There  are  not  many  poor,  and  none  of 
them  are  allowed  to  travel  as  beggars.— The  ichoofanafierls 
falaty  is  L.  80  Scots;  the  fchplarB  feUom  fewer  than  60, 
and  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  betwixt  70  and  8ov 
His  incomoi  by  his  lalary,  fei&on-clerk  fise,  Icfablan,  and 
perquifites  in  the  pari^ht  I  fuppofe  amounts  to  between 
L.  %^  and  L.  30  p-year.  0e  has  a  large  commodiqos  honie<, 

Mifctttamout  Oifirwaiom.-^'TUt^  ii  not,  propedy 
fpeakingy  an  inn  ii|  the  pari(h.  Only  one  perlbn  at  pre* 
fent  makes  malt  afid  ale,  and  there  are  6  more  that  have 
licences  to  fe|l  ale  and  Britiih  fpiriti.  (n  general,  the 
people  here  are  fober  and  induftrioos.  Almoft  the  whole 
houfes  in  this  pa|ifli,  have  been  built  anew  virichin  tliefe 
16  years  paft.  The  farmers  honles  are  elegant,  in  compa- 
sifon  of  what  they  were  of  late  years,  and  moft  of  thea^ 
are  covered  with  bljie  flate.  The  lower  dais  of  people  are 
likewife  much  better  lodged  than  they  finrmerly  were. 
In  the  viUage  called  Balledgamo,  Lord  Kinnakd  bnilt 
houfies  to  accommodate  z8  fsunilies,  each  of  them  having  a 
4re  apartments,  in  the  courfe  of  laft  fummer,  all  covm4 
^th  blue  flate,  and  there  is  not  more  than  the  third  part 
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of  hisLcMrdihip's  plan  yet  ezecncrd.  All  die  fenudning 
old  boofes  are  to  be  polled  down^  and  a  neat  large  village 
eieAed,  which,  when  completed,  I  fnppofe  will  accommo- 
date 60  or  more  fiuniliea.  The  farmers  here  rather  chnfe 
to  employ  their  cottagers,  than  hirad  ferrantSii-— The  ague, 
which,  not  more  dian  30  years  ago,  was  a  Tery  fireqnenc 
SSitdtf  IS  now  not  more  (b  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  die  grooiid'a  being 
g^reatly  drained. 
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NUMBER    XXVI. 

PARISH    or    BUTTON, 
(county  of  bsrwick.) 

Jfy  tie  R§v.  Mr  Adam  Lakoels. 

Skuationf  Smfacif  SoU  Rmrs,  Ifc. 

THIS  pariih  is  fitnated  in  the  county  of  Berwick,  the 
prefbytery  of  C)urnfide,  and  Synod  of  Merfe  and 
livioldale.  Its  fonn  is  very  irregular.  It  extends  from 
E.  to  W.  fiill  4  nules  ^  from  N.  to  S.  3.  On  the  S«  it  is 
bounded  by  the  river  Tweed ;  on  the  S.  W.  by  the  pa- 
riflics  of  Ladykirk  and  Whitfome  ;  on  the  W.  by  Edrom  ; 
on  the  N.  W.  by  Chimfidc ;  on  the  N.  by  Foolden ;  and 
on  the  N.  E.  by  MonUngton.  The  general  appearance  of 
the  country  is  flat.  On  the  banks  of  the  Whittader,  there 
are  fotne  rocks,  but  of  no  great  height.  The  toil  cm  the 
banks  of  the  Tweed  and  Whtttader,  is  deep  and  loam j ; 
but  towards  the  middle  of  the  parifl>»  it  is  thin,  on  a  ftr<mg 
day.  The  air  is  fometimes  moifi,  but  generally  dry,  and 
the  people  remarkably  healthy.  They  were  formerly 
much  affliAed  with  the  ague,  but  are  now  much  more  fiib- 
}t€t  to  confumptipns*  The  Whittader,  a  fxnall  river  that 
bounds  the  parifli  on  the  N.  produces  a  few  &lmon,  and 
great  plenty,  as  well  as  great  variety,  of  tront.  The  Tweed 

prodn 


|vodoqss  a  great  qoaatiq^  of  ^maSt  ^OfeSi  aod  whitlii^ 
trout,  t)ie  litft  of  which  are  carried  to  Londcip  aUve,  ip, 
welk  in  the  Berwick  fmadp,  and  weigh  generallj  aboat 
3  lb.  Ten  bcMUs  orcphfes  ar^  the  bighe^  number  allowed 
to  be  kep(  on  this  fide  the  river,  in  the.  K^trifli.  The  &1- 
moQ  are  of  the  greateft  valoe  in  the  months  of  January 
and  Februarj.  One  £dinont  £ron>  the  fiihing  of  New- 
water,  in  January  1791,  not  1  dope  weight,  fol4  fo|: 
L.  3 :  o :  a,  at  Beiziyick,  for  th^  Londpn  market.  The  rent 
of  the  fiihing  waters  is  upwards  of  L.  200  a  year,  and  about 
I  a  men  are  employed.  The  tide  flows  to  Norham  cafUc, 
which  is  10  miles  from  Berwick.  A  boat  of  30  tops  cap 
come  up  the  river  to  New-water  Ford,  which  is  6  miles 
from  Berwick. — ^There  is  great  plenty  of  moorftone  and 
£neeftone  on  the  bank;  of  thp  Twe^  and  Whittader,  moft 
excellent  for  building,  and  of  a  fine  white  colour,  ^be 
haugh-lands  on  'the  Tweed  and  Whittader,  are  fometimes 
flooded,  when  there  is  any  remarkable  fall  of  rain  or  fhow. 

Amm^ltt  Agricukure^  SjCr.-*Tbe  cattle  are  of  die  Tees- 
water  breed,  larg^  and  handibme  y  and  vrhen  properly  fed, 
will  wrigl^  upwards  of  100  ftone  ^ngliih.  The  fheep  are 
alfo  of  a  large  kind.  W^edders  are  often  fold,  when  2 
years  old,  for  L.  i,  15  s.  the  head,  when  Ihom ;  and  their 
fleece  \\  worth  5  s.  6d.  or  6  s.  One  proprietor  has  juft 
now  fold  50  wedders  at  L.  105,  after  they  were  ihom; 
their  fleece,  for  the  a  years,  worth  12  s.  Wool  is  fold  at 
15  8.  an^  16  s.  the  flone,  241b.  to  the  ftone.  Ewes  are 
fold  for  breeding  at  L.  2  a  head,  and  great  prices  are  given 
for  the  hire  of  ^ms  of  the  Leicefierfliire  breed,  for  the 
ieafon.  Hcg-(h^p,  before  they  are  fbom,  are  Ibid  at  L.  z, 
L.  z,  4  s.  an^  L.  x,  7  s.  the  head,  for  the  Yorkihire  mar- 
ked. There  are  about  ijo  horfes,  befides  young  ones. 
.4JM>ut  30P0  fheep  at  the  ]!|f  artinmas,  2000  more  of  lambs 
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at  the  Wfaitfimdaj;  and  i^waxds  of  450  catttei^— Tbem 
are  aboot  5200  acres  of  knd  in  tbe  pexifli.  The  one  half 
of  it  in  com  and  tttinips,  the  other  half  in  haj,  paftuxe^ 
and  wood*  About  aoo  acres  of  wood.  The  annual  rent 
of  the  pariihy  land,  mills,  fiihingiy  ficc.  is  L.4000  Ster- 
ling. The  rent  of  the  heft  arable  ground  is  L.  2,  a  s.  the 
acre.  Confiderable  Sums  are  let  at  L.  z ;  tnfisrior  lands, 
at  zo  s.  and  Z5  s.  Many  of  the  fiffms  are  of  that  fise,  as 
to  let  at  L.  300  and  L.  400  yearly.  One  reduned  worth 
L.  500  a-year,  was  rented,  kfs  than  40  years  ago,  at  L.  50 
or  L.  60  aryear.  There  axe  50  ploo|^  all  of  diem  die 
chain  plough,  drawn  by  2  hories.  The  land  in  the  pariflt 
is  all  indo&d. 


Po^AtfMii.— According  to  Dr  WebOer,  the  nomber  of 

fimls  was  75Z.     The  prefimt  flats  of  popnlataoii  is  as 

ftllows:-^ 

From  zo  yean  and  under, 

234 

From  zo  to  20, 

Z72 

From  20  to  30, 

.         Z38 

From  30  to  40, 

141 

From  40  to  50^ 

83 

From  50  to  do,            • 

6x 

From  60  to  70, 

44 

From  70  to  80, 

4Q 

From  80  to  90, 

7 

In  all,  920 
Of  whom  are  males,  4Z7.  Females,  503^ 
In  the  vxOage  of  Paatoo,  27Z.  In  the  village  of  Hutton, 
210*  In  Z770,  there  were,  according  to  tbe  regifter,  3^ 
bapdfms }  deaths,  Z2.  In  Z780,  32  baptiims}  deathst  Z4. 
In  Z790,  28  baptiims ;  deaths,  20*  The  heritors  having 
confiderable  property,  aie  8  i  befides  a  nombec  of  fiouU 

proprieteca. 
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propxictors.  Thete  are  about  12  fiomeis,  befides  federal 
cBxtersy  Dvlio  occapj  imall  pordoiis  of  land,  and  who  axe 
anployed  in  driving  lima  and  coaL  There  are  about  20 
handicrafiiinen,  8  or  xo  apprentices.— There  is  no  other 
kind  of  emigration  but  that  which  takes  pbce  at  the  Whit* 
fimdajf  when  there  is  a  removal  of  many  hinds,  herds^ 
and  cottagexB,  into  neighbouring  pariihes;  whole  places  are, 
at  the  fiune  time,  filled  up  by  others  of  the  iame  defbrip- 
tioo,  whoareadnatedbyan  unaccountable  defire  to  change 
their  habitations,  though  they  ieldom  ameliorate  their  fim- 
atioQ^.  Nothing  but  the  ezpefiatioB  of  better  paftnre  for 
Aeir  cow,  can  be  affigned  as  a  reaibn ;  for  their  gains,  as 
they  are  called,  which  are,  lb  many  bolls  of  com,  potir 
toes  planted,  and  lintleed  lowed,  &c  are  the  lame  evetj 
where  in  this  comer  of  the  country. 

Si^mif  Po^Tt  C/c^^The  value  of  the  living,  including 
die  glebe,  is  about  L.  1x5  Sterling.  The  King  is  patron* 
The  cfanrch  was  rebuilt  in  1765,  has  lately  been  ceiled, 
pbftered,  and  flagged,  and  is  now  a  very  handfome  conn* 
txj  place  of  worlhip.  The  manfe  is  new  built,  and,  for 
the  credit  of  the  heritors,  a  very  good  one.— -There  are 
only  9  perfons  on  the  poors  roll ;  2  or  3  more  receive  o^ 
cafiooal  charity.  The  weekly  coUe&ions  don't  exceed 
L.  xo  a  year.  The  half  of  which  is  appropriated  to  the 
fiopport  of  the  poor.  That,  with  3  months  eels,  amount- 
ing  00  die  whole  to  about  L.  25,  is  equal  to  all  the  de- 
tpaads  of  the  poor  at  prelent.  There  is  befides  the  yite- 
reft  of  a  morc(^don  of  L.  xoo  Scots. 

FricUf  Wagii^  t^^.*-The  price  of  beef  and  mutton,  is 
&om  3f  d.  to  4^  d.  the  pound,  x6  ounces  to  the  pound  \ 
yeal,  from  4d.  to  6d.  \  Iamb,  jd. ;  pork,  which  is  boog^ 
ffi/UfAf  na4  &st  to  London  b^  the  coopers  at  Berwick,  ge- 
nerally 
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nMSj  at  3^.  6ct.  and  4s.  id.  the  fione,  14 lb.  to  the 
fE6ne ;  geefe,  from  2  s.  6d.  to'  2  s.  9  d.  each ;  ducks  and 
hens,  x^d.  each;  rabbits,  zs.  the  couple;  batter,  id. 
tUpdtmd;  cbtefe,  7  s.  the  ftoneTwIi^at,  L.  r,  13  s.  the 
Berwick  boE^  barky,  18  s.;  oats,  15$.;  and  peas,  L.  t, 
4  s.  All  the  Aove  articles,  30  yestrs*  ago,  fold  at  lefii 
than  half  the  ptice.  The  wages  01  daj-Iaboorers  are  ge- 
niralljr  i  s.  al-day  in  fumnler,  *  i  s.  6  d.  in  hay  and  com 
harveft,  8d.  and  9d.  in  wiiffer;  carpenters  ainf  mafobs, 
1 8.  6  d.  Tf^e  wages  6f  imgle  nien  fervants,  L.  6,  to  s.  to 
L.  7  the  year ;  women,  L.  3,  3  s.  to  L.  3,  10  8.  The  only 
fnel  is  coal,  brought  froiin  Norfiiuobberland;  between  8  and 
9  miles  diftant,  at  a  s.  6  d.  ibd  3  s.  the  load ;  the  hire, 
2  s.  6  d.  in  fiimmei^,  and  3  s.  in  wiilter. 

Mifcellaneoui  Obfirvations.^^The  ftyle  of  living  among 
Ae  poor  peo^  here,  is  very  diftf  ent  i^om  that  m  £ng- 
l^bd ;  and  the  earnings  of  the  women,  addied  to  thofc  of 
the  men,  make  a  more  confiderabfe  fum  than  diat  ftatedt 
in  the  account  of  the  poor  in  England;  and  hence  the  tn^ 
doftrous  and  oeconomical  amoiig  them,  bring  up  their  fk- 
niifies,  when  in  health,  very  dtcenHj^  without  ahy  aiffift- 
ance  {I'onr  die  parifh  funds.  The  people  aire  all  of  the  or- 
dinary fize,  except  the  parifh  fchoolmailer,  who'  is  com* 
pikted  to  be  7  feet  4  inches  high  ;  his  trunk  is  very  large* 
his  legs  long,  but  not  weH  made;  there  appears  a  weak- 
nefs  in  them,  and  in  his  knee  joints,  fo  that  he  walks 
badly.  He  is  very  unwieldy,  looks  unhealthy,  and  is  only 
25  years  of  age.  He  is  ver^  gentle  in  his  mahners,  good 
humoured,  and  obliging.  He  teaches  Latin,  mathematics, 
^ttimedb,  votiting,  and  Engliifii,  very  well  -,  hka'  a  Ver  j 
numerous- £:ho6l,  above  60  fcholats,  and  gives  very  gene- 
ral* faHsfafiion. — The  people  are  in  general  very  Ibber,  in- 
diiftrous,  and  ok onoibical.    There  is  a  nioft  materid^change 
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to  the  better,  both  in  Kving  and  drefi,  within  thele  ao 
years.  There  is  no  remembrance  of  a  murder  or  a  ;fnicide 
having  been  comimitted.— The  roads  are  tolerably  good* 
Onet  which  leads  to  Berwick  from  the  weft  part  of  the 
country,  is  excellent.  The  crofs  roads  will  foon  be  good, 
as  the  funds  are  confiderable,  there  being  above  L.  80  Ster« 
lug  colleded  annually  for  ftatute-labour.  The  produce  of 
one  toll  already  in  the  pariihi  and  axiothet  foon  [to  be  ered- 
ed,  will  be  above  L.  300  Sterling  a-year. — In  the  year  17829 
meal  was  fold  ti>  die  poor  people  at  reduced  prices,  for 
which  the  opulent  chearfuUy  contributed. — ^Mr  Philip  Red- 
path,  the  late  minifter,  was  a  man  of  great  worth  and 
leaniidg,  and  well  known  fi>t  bis  tranflation  of  Boethitis. 
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NUMBER    XXVn. 

FARISH   or  RFLSPINDTE^ 
(county  of  Perth.) 

By  tbt  Rro^Mr  Anthony  Dbw*^ 

Nmmit  Sitmaiiomf  Smface,  Soilt  Air,  iJ^c. 

nrmCRE  were  onginally  two  pariihes.  Rait  and  Kilfpm- 
***      die,  and  the  walls  of  the  church  o£  Rait  are  ftill  ftand- 
xng.    I  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  at  what  time  the  two 
were  united ;  onlj  this  much  I  have  been  able  to  tracer 
that  it  muft  have  been  prior  to  1634.    Kilia  Gaelic,  ud 
alwajs  fignifies  a  burying  place  or  tomb.    When  a  laina 
was  buried,  the  place  was  generallj  caHed  bj  his  name, 
with  the  fjUable  Ki/  prefixed.    The  pariih  i»-fituated  in* 
the  county  of  Perth>  in  the  prefbytery  of  Perth,  and  Synod 
of  Perth  and  Stirling,  about  mid-way  between-  tiie  two- 
towns  of  Perth  and  Dundee,  the  road  between  thetc  two* 
places  running  through  the  fouth  fide  of  the  parifli  for  3 
miles.    Its  form  is  oblong ;  in  length  from  S.  £.  to  N.  W^ 
about  5  miles ;  in  breadth  from  S»  W.  to  N.  £•  about  3  jm 
The  pariih  is  bounded  on  the  S.  £•  by  Errol,  on  the  S.  W. 
by  Kin&uns,  on  the  N.  W.  and  N.  by  St  Martin's  and 
Colkce,  and  on  the  £.  by  Einnaird.    Though  the  churcb 
and  manfe  are  fituated  in  die  Carie  of  Gowrie,  yet  a  v^tj 

finall 


iknaSl  proportioii  onlj  of  tbe  parifli  lies  in  the  Garfe.    It 
joofilj  caDtendi  acrofi  the  hiUs  to  that  part  of  Strathmore, 
which  goes  by  the  name  of  Stonnount*     The  hills  are  ge« 
seiaUj^barreo ;  in  xnanj  {ilsces  the  lurface  is  covered  with 
a  ihort  heath,  wet,  and  full  of  thofe  whiteifh  or  gray  whin* 
fionesy  which  indicate  a  poor,  unkindly  bleak  foil.    The 
bottom  is  a  very  bad  fort  of  day,  commonly  called  by  the 
farmers  here  Mortar  or  TiU.    But  though  in  general  the 
iiimmits  of  the  hills  are  barren  and  heathy,  there  are  many 
pleafant  little  ipots  in  haOows  and  glens,  where  the  foil  is 
good  and  firuitfbl  in  a  high  degree.     All  thofe  parts  of  the 
tills  which  dope  towards  ^e  Garfe,  are  well  cultivated, 
and  to  'die  very  fiimmit;  producing  crops  of  every  kind 
that  is  to  be  found  in  the  low  country,  and  nearly  of  equal 
^paUty  I  fbx,  potatoes  and  turnip,  in  much  greater  perfec- 
tLoD.    That  part  of  the  paiiih  which  lies  in  the  hollow,  of 
;the  Caife,  is  generally  very  wet,  but  of  a  deep  rich  fcHi,  a 
mixture  of  day  and  mols,  producing  in  good  feafons,  and 
when  well  managed,  very  luzmiant  crops.     The  air  is  to- 
lerably dry  and  heakhy  fn  general*    In  fome  of  the  loweft 
parts,  it  is  rather  moift  and  damp,  but  among  the  hills  very 
«o1d  and  penetrating.    In  the  hollow  grounds,  all  through 
this  Carfe,  the  ague  was  formerly  a  very  prevalent  difiem- 
per,  but  is  now  hardly  known,  owing,  no  doubt,  in  fome 
■icafure,  to  the  draiaing  of  the  iproynd^.    Rheumatilm  is 
the  moft  common  jcomplaint, 

Pofiulationf  lie. — ^I  have  reafon  to  believe  the  numbers 
were  ibrmerly  much  greater  than  now.  The  return  to 
Dr  Webfter  was  828.  No  farther  back  than  30  years,  it 
is  known  to  many  of  the  inhabitants,  that  in  one  diflxiS: 
there  were  between  ao  and  30  families  more  than  are  now 
«poa  it.  Infiead  of  being  divided  into  fmall  fpots,  pen- 
^vk^  or  fanQS  ^  a  £ew  acres*  it  is  at  prefent  in  the  hands 
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of  one  or  two  farmen.  On  on£  or  two  more  £mnsy  tii$ 
number  of  cottagers  hes  aUb  been  diminiihed*  The  npaa- 
ber  of  fouls  I  found  in  Auguft  1789  to  be  718.  /Males 
34O9  females  378.  In  one  village  are  170,  and  in  another 
60  fouls. 

Average  of  births  for  5  yean,  from  December  1735, 

(0  December  174O9  is  -  •  *        35 

?745f  .  .  .  3« 

1750,  .  -  -         34 

175s.  -  -  -  31 
1760,  -  -  -  »3 
1765.  .  -  -  ^5 
1770,       -       -       -    sa 

1775,  -  -  .  18 

1780,  -  .  -         15 

1785,  -  .  .  i< 

^o  December  1790,  -  -  -         19 

Average  of  deaths  for  7  years,  from  December  1783  tp 
December  1790,  is  17  or  x8.  Average  of  marriages,  from 
1770  to  1780,  is  6.  From  Z780  to  1790,  8.  Taking  the 
average  of  births  for  the  laft  7  years,  from  December  1783 
to  December  1790,'  the  number  is  ezadly  the  fame  as  for 
the  laft  5  years,  19,  and  of  burials,  as  above,  17  or  18. 
Th^  reafon  why  the  average  of  deaths  goes  no  farther  back 
than  to  1783,  is  b^caufe  there  has  been  no  regifter  c^theie 
kept,  previous  to  the  aA  in  1783,  appointing  a  tax  of  3  d. 
to  be  levied  on  each  burial,  &c.  The  births  mentioned 
are  not  exaffly  thofe  within  the  pariffa ;  for  all  the  children 
that  have  been  baptifed  here,  whether  born  in  it  or  not, 
have  their  names  inrolled  in  the  regifter  here  \  fo  alfo  it  is 
with  regard  to  burials.  With  refpeA  to  marriages,  they 
are  all  recorded,  whether  only  one  or  both  parties  haVe 
been  within  the  parifti.  Hence  all  thofe  marriages,  where 
the  parties  have  been  proclaimed  in  two  different  parifhes, 
'      '  are 


of  Kiljpindie.     •  205 

«re  twice  regifterad.  There  are  $8  fools  under  xo  years  fd 
9/gjR,  odIj  1  above  90.  There  are  7  hexitorSy  none  of  whom 
refide;  15  farmery,  employing  each  2  ploughs,  or  morei 
7  or  8  Smaller  farmers,  who  have  only  i  plough ;  45  *we^ 
vetSf  all  employed  in  working  fale  linen,  commonly  coarfei 
what  is  called  Oihaburgs ;  they  all  work  for  fome  maau* 
jadorer,  either  in  Perth  or  Dundee,  and  do  little. on  thei^ 
cywn  rilk ;  4  blackfmiths,  with  4  apprentices ;  3  'fhoemar 
kers,  only  i  apprentice ;  4  houfe  and  cart  wrigbts,  with  a 
apprentices ;  4  tailors  ^  6  meal-millers,  at  as  many  different 
siills;  a  mafons;  3  gardeners,  pnly  1  of  whom  is  ehiptoyr 
•d  in  a  gentleman's  garden;  2  diftilleries,  employing -5 
men;  not  above  8  or  10  houfehold  fervants;  iiz  kt^our- 
ing  iervants,  male  and  female.  Threfliing  mills  liaving.he* 
come  already  wonderfully  common  through  this  country, 
&wer  cottagers  are  employed  in  the  barns,,  tfarefhing,  &a ; 
14  frmilies  are  Seceders  (Burghers  and  Antiburghers) ;  a 
or  3  Epilcopaliaii  Nonjurants,  who  all  now  attend  in  the 
£ftab]ifhed  Church,  fince  the  death  of  their  clergyman ; 
only  I  Roman  Catholic ;  65  bachelors,  taking  all  the  un« 
married  men  above  ai  years  of  age;  115  married  or  wi- 
dowers. Each  marriage  produces  3  children  alive,^  at  an 
average ;  but  if  all  thofe  dead  were  to  be  included,  the  ave- 
rage would  amount  to  4.  Only  a  uninhabited  houfes  be- 
fore Martinmas  laft;  149  inhabited  houfes,  not  quite  5  to 
each. 

jlgricubuTif  W^if— Between  aooo  and  3000  acres  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  employed  in  railing  corn,  &c.  and  farms  ar« 
from  4,  5  and  ^  ploughs,  to  little  pendicles  of  2  acres ; 
which  laft  are  ploughed,  &c.  by  the  great  farmers,  the  fub- 
tenants  being  bound  for  harveft  work  in  return.  From  the  - 
|>eginning  of  February  to  April,  peafe  and  beans  are  fown ; 
from  the  end  of  April  %o  the  end  of  May,  barley ;  whefit 
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itt  Ae  end  of  September,  Ofiober,  and  bcgiaiiiag  of  Ib- 
Temben  It  is  genendlj  obferved  of  the  Carfe  fer«*^w^ 
thai  theycaodaiK  fewmg  wheat  as  ioog  at  the  fisafim  wil 
aDoW}  bat  I  have  sever  feen  anj  fprsngbwheat  here.  Thk 
laft  anmmft  diere  hat  been  more  wheat  ibwn  in  thit  Carfe, 
dian  ever  was  known  in  one  feafen  in  the  memorj  of  man. 
Autumn  1789  wat  temarkablj  wet  and  rainj,  and  the  fiir* 
mers  conld  not  in  many  places  catch  a  finglc  day  to  low 
4Ten  their  fidowed  ground.  They  depend  npon  their 
wheat  crop  fiir  paying  the  landlord,  and  they  feem  decern- 
mined  to  make  up  in  this,  what  they  fell  fiiort  in  laft  fea^ 
Ion.  The  wheat  harreft  generally  begins  ike  end  of  Aw- 
fsft,  and  continaei  all  Septiember  1  oatt,  bariey  and  peafir 
in  September  and  OAober;  and  beans  in  OAober,  or  be* 
ginning  of  November  frequently.  Carfe  ground  lets  finn 
Im  I,  15  s,  to  L.  a,  15  s.  the  acte ;  hill  groond  finom  15  s.  to 
L.  z«  15  s/  The  fixe  of  fimna  b  Yery  ^iiEerent,  from  40  lo 
^50  acres,  and  their  number  is  greatly  diminilhed.  Flonghs 
are  between  60  and  70,  drawn  by  2  borfes,  all  of  er  the 
low  grounds ;  bat  through  die  hills,  by  a  horfet  and  a  oxen, 
except  on  3  fiiurms,  when  the  a  faode-pkugh  is  nfed.  The 
plough  which  at  now  nniverfidly  uied  here,  is  much  after 
the  make  of  Small*s.  On  one  or  two  of  what  are  called  the 
Brae- farms,  that  is,  the  farms  on  the  flope  of  the  hills, 
whei«  the  ground  hangs,  they  often  yoke  3  bodes  a^breaL 
The  middle  horfe,  the  leading  one,  being  before  the  a  6de» 
horfes,  by  the  length  of  the  head  and  neck,  which  makes  a 
very  ftrong  plough,  but  kneads  the  ground  very  modi  (ac 
the  6  laft  ploughed  ftirrows  of  a  ridge.  The  grounds  ase 
generally  uninclofed;  there  are  no  ftones  to  build  fien- 
ces  \  and  hedges  neftle  fuch  a  number  of  inudl  birds,  that 
they  are  generally  dilliked.  No  body  fends  out  cattle  with- 
out a  man  or  a  boy  to  attend  them.  The  people  fieem  fo 
mueh  accuflomed  to  open  grounds^  that  they  ieldom  diink 
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«f  bdofares.  Howtver,  tbe  fiunncn  are  all  coavioced  of 
dbe  great  utility  of  indofurest  and  would  uoiverfally  prefer 
aa  iadoied  and  fiibdivided  &tmr  to  one  wboUy  open. 

Si^atd  ami  Poor^i-'-The  average  Yalne  of  tbe  Ixviag  bei« 
ii  about  L»  77  Sterling.  Tbe  glebe  liea  detacbed  in  feve- 
lal  di&rent  places,  and  Ibme  part  of  it  is  a  rugged  bank;, 
but  tbere  are  6  or  7  acres  of  it  of  a  tolerably  good  foil, 
tbat mi|^  give  L. i^  15  s.  or  L»a  the  acre.^-Iliere are  on- 
ly a  did  men,  without  wife  or  chiUres,  who  are  wholly 
fiipported  by  tbe  pariib,  though  9  other  poor  famSies  re- 
ceive occaficnal  relief,  for  whidi  tbe  colleffions  at  tb& 
cfanrch  have  hitherto  been  fufficient. 

PriggSt  W^giSt  (/^.-— Beef  generally  fells  at  4d.  the  pound» 
veal  5d.  mutton  3d.  fowls  is.  and  is.  ad.  butter  9d. 
wheat  L. I,  is.  barley  14 s«  oat-meal  14 s»  the  boll.  Day's 
wagea  are  i s«  generally ;  but  i s.  3 ^  and  i s.  6d.  in  bar* 
veft,  Without  diet.  When  they  receive  their  diet,  the  wages 
ate  £rom  8d.  to  is.  Fuel  is  whins,  broom,  and  coals  from 
die  frith  of  Forth,  at  the  rate  of  3 s.  9d.  or  4s.  the  boll, 
weighing  $%  Dutch  ftooes,  beiides  carriage  firom  the  har- 
bour. Servants  wages  in  this  country  have  rifen  to  a  moft 
akroEnng  height.  The  men  from  L.  7  to  L.  15, 15  a.  a-year, 
wA  %  pecks  of  meal  a-week,  and  9d.  ^week  for  milk  or 
beer  \  women  from  L.  a  to  L.3,  with  their  viftuals.  The 
men-fiervants,  with  all  their  enormous  feesy  are  difobliging^ 
perverfe  and  obftiuate,  reftkfing  to  work  more  than  6  hours 
m  jcbc  forenoon,  and  4  in  the  afternoon.  They  have  no* 
idem  of  iabmitting  to  any  little  eecooomical  employment  at 
%  winter  fire-fide.  Bid  them  mend  a  com-fack,  and  they 
will  fly  in  your  face. 

Mifattanioui 
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MifiiOaneous  ObJirvatums^'^Tht  roods  are  at  prdiEsot 
very  bad  and  Qarrow.    Thej  have  never  been  fnfficicat- 
ly  made ;  but  now  worfe  than  ever,  as  the  new  tntninke- 
roady  in  a  very  diflferent  diredion*  engages  the  whole  at* 
tention  o^  the  gentkmen.    Till  lately,  the  ftatot9«laboiif 
was  all  exaded  in  kind,  but  now  is  generally  commuted; 
no  turnpikes  as  yet,  though  we  ezped  enough  of  them 
foon.    Of  late,  there  has  beeti  in  this,  as  in  fome  odker 
counties,  a  fort  of  outcry  againft  turnpikes^  though  I  be- 
lieve the  moft  fenfible  and  confiderate  are  ready  enou^  to 
agree,  they  may  turn  out  much  to  the  advantage  of  the 
country  in  general,  and  to  the  intereft  of  the  fimners  in 
particular. — The  vulgar  in  moft  part  of  thk  coontry^  and 
particularly  here,  have  an  utter  diflike  to  aU  regular  phy- 
ficians  and  furgeons,  though  in  general,  their  fstith  in  drugs, 
quack  medicines,  and  old  wives  noftrums,  is  moft  impKcit. 
In  my  attendance  upon  the  iick,  my  firft  queftion  has  ge- 
nerally been,  when  I  found  the  diforder  dangerous,  whe- 
ther a  phyfician  had  been  called  \  and  though  I  hi^e  al« 
ways  advifed  it,  I  do  not  remember  that  in  any  inftance  I 
have  fucceeded.— Common  people  in  the  Carie  are  in  fu- 
neral rather  tall,  ftrong  and  dumfy  in  perfon;  dull*  obfti* 
nate,  rude  and  unmannerly ;  fond  of  drefii  to  an  extreme ; 
live  well.  The  better  fort  of  farmers,  luxurious  and  expen- 
five  in  their  mode  of  living,  without  the  leaft  claim  to  neat* 
neis  or  elegance. — The  numbers  of  wild  geefe,  that  come 
down  in  flocks  firom  the  high  grounds,  about  the  end  of 
harveft,  are  very  remarkable.    More  than  looo  have  been 
feen  in  one  field.     A  few  ftraggling  geefe  have  been  killed 
in  the  hilk. — ^There  is  a  hill  of  gravel,  a  little  to  the  S.  £• 
of  the  village  of  Rait,  upon  the  top  of  which,  there  are  evi- 
dent marks  of  fome  ol4  fort  or  entrenchment.    It  is  much 
impaired,  and  on  one  fide  wholly  ruined,  by  the  encroach- 
ments  of  ai  fmall  ftream  that  runs  at  the  bottom  of  it.     The 
common  people  have  no  tradition  with  regard  to  it. 

NUM. 
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NUMBEiH    XXVIIL     . 

PARISH   OF  STRICKATHROW, 
(county  of   FORFAR.) 

'    jfy  tie  Riv.  Ji^  Robert  Hakkah. 


'  yTame^  Sitiuaion^  Extent^  SoU  Rivers^  ife. 

THIS  di&rift  is  cotnpofed  of  two  parifhes,  Strickath* 
row  an4  Dunlappiei  united  in  x6i8.  The  name, 
Striciaiirow^  according  to  fome,  is  a  Celtic  compound,  fig- 
nifyisg  the  '  ftrath  or  valley  where  the  King  fought/  This 
parifli  lies  in  the  countj  of  Forfar,  prefbyterj  of  Brechin, 
and  Sjnod  of  Angus  and  Mcams,  and  is  bounded  by  the 
panlhes  of  Don,  Brechin,  Menmuir,  Lethnot,  Edzell, 
Fettercaim,  Marykirk,  and  Logic.  It  is  about  7  miles  in 
length,  and  a  in  breadth,  lying  S^  £.  and  N.  W. ;  is  low 
In  the  middle,  but  rifes  to  each  extremity,  and  compre* 
hends  the  whole  breadth  of  Strathmore  in  this  place.  From 
the  manCe,  which  is  fituated  in  the  centre  of  the  parifli, 
the  profpeft  is  every  way  extenfive,  particularly  towards 
the  eafi,  extending  in  that  direction  upwards  of  20  miles. 
The  patifli  is  not  much  inclofed,  but  s  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try is  uncommonly  pleafant.  The  foil  is  various ;  on  the 
S.  it  is  clay,  pretty  deep  \  in  the  middle,  black  earth,  fliarp, 
\ijt  not  deep,  with  a  channel  bottom;  on  the  N.  it  is 
Vou  IV.  D  d  partly 
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partly  daj,  and  pardy  loam,  and  tbe  hiUs  on  eitber  fide 
are  covered  with,  heath.  Tbe  air  is  generally  dry,  and 
wbplefome;  though  there  are  in  leveral  places,  marihes 
and  wafte  grounds.  The  parith  i§  remarkably  well  wa^ 
ter^.  A  brge  rivulet,  cj^J^d  the  Crook«  epte;^  if  on  the 
W.  \  on  the  N.  it  is  bounded  by  a  confiderably  larger 
ftream,  calle^  Uie  Weft-water,  which,  abput  half  a  mile 
from  the  church,  joins  one  ftill  larger,  called  the  Eaft- 
water ;  and  thefe  foon  joining  the  Crook,  they  form  alto- 
gether thp  river  Northeik.  Thei!;  waters  are  well  fap- 
plied  with  trout,  and  in  the  Northeik  there  is  a  confider- 
able  &lmoo-fi(hing. 

Agriculturtj  U^r .— The  prodndions  of  the  pariib  are 
principally  9at^  and  bear,  (pqminonly  called  Cbefter},  with 
fome  barley  and  wheat.  Of  this  laft  very  little  is  rai&d, 
partly  owing  to  jdie  lightoels  of  the  foil,  an^  partly  to  an 
opinion  that  two  crops  of  other  grain  are  more  profitable. 
The  return  is  variouSi^  according  to  the  quality  of  the  foil, 
and  the  date  of  improvements,  though  it  generally  is  from 
6  to  10,  and  may  be  eftimated,  at  an  average,  7  after  i. 
In  1784,  a  field,  containing  7^  acres,  vielded  upwards  of 
90  bolls  meal ;  it  was  indeed  the  firft  crop  after  lime,  and 
that  year  the  crop  was  good  t,ytxj  where.  Flax,  for  which 
the  foil  feems  to  be  generally  adapted,  if  railed  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent,  and  is  ufually  the  fecond  crop  after  ley. 
Eight  pecks  of  feed  are  fown  on  each  acre,  and  the  return 
is  32  ilones  drefled  lint,  but  this  depends  on  the  ftate  of  the 
ground.  An  acre  of  lint,  fold  on  the  foot,  brings  from 
L.  10  to  L.  14.  Tbe  fla;c,  which  the  farmer  raifes  and 
fpins  in  bis  own  family,  brings  him  about  L.  I,  a  s,  the 
ilone ;  when  he  gives  it  out  to  be  fpun,  he  pays  at  the 
rate  of  i  s.  i  d.  the  fpindle.  A  farmer  of  this  pariib  has 
fittempted  to  raife  white  cbver  feed,  and  for  a  years  paft 

has 
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has  fiirniflied  the  country  with  feed,  reckotied  fuperior  10 
qtiaJitjy  and  l>ettet  adapted  to  tii^  climate  than  what  is 
iibported.  The  common  mode  of  firming  here,  is  half 
grais  and  half  crop,  with'  a  field  of  peas  6r  turnips,  but 
there  ate  manjf  exceptions.  The  rotation  is,  i.  oats ;  a. 
bear  or  barky;  3.  oats;  4.  a  green  crop;  5.  bear  of  bar- 
ley, along  tieith  12  pounds  red,  and  4  pounds  white  clover 
feed,  and  half  a  boll  of  iye-gfafs  feed  the  acre*  As  fooxi 
as  harveft  is  got  in,  the  grdimd  is  fallowed  or  ribbed ;  anid 
March  is  generally  Well  advatEced,  before  any  feed  is  fown, 
but  this  depends  on  the  feafon.  All  hufbafldry  work  that 
requires  draught,  is  performed  with  horfes,  and  the  ordi- 
nary fort  of  plough  is  uDbd.  Horfes;  cow^,  (heep,  fwine, 
Stc  are  generally  of  si  middle  flze,  but  the  breed  of  hotfts 
and  cows  is  fenfibly  improving.  Blatk  cattle,  of  a  year 
old,  will  Bring  from  L.  1  to  L.  3  each ;  this  article,  and 
grain,  form  the  twd  principal  Commodities  of  the  parilh, 
ahd  for  thefe  there  is  generally  a  ready  market,  the  town 
of  Brechiil  being  At  the  diftance  of  3  miled,  and  Montrofe 
7  milei  froiri  this  j^arifh.  Nentr  kafed  &rms  pay  at  the 
rate  of  L.  x,  x  tf«  the  acre  Cf  arable  land,  but  this  is  reck- 
oned dear,  the  old  kafes  being  cdnfiderstbly  lower.  Tradef- 
rhiok  and  others  who  chcfofe  a  fmall  piece  of  ground  for 
their  Convenience^  pay  from  L;  i,  5  s.  to  L.  t,  xos«  an 
mere.  The  rent  of  land  has  advanced  very  confiderably 
fifice  X751 ;  In  that  year  a  farm  was  rented  at  xa  bolls  of 
itieal,  xa  IkAIs  of  6ats,  aind  L.  4 :  xj  :  6  in  money,  makbg 
altogetber  fomewhat  leis  than  L.  lo  ;  now  the  £une  farm* 
is  divided  into  a,  one  of  Which  pays  L.  86,  and  the  other 
L.44  a-year.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  26x4: 16:  xx  Scots. 
The  real  reiit  cannot  eafiljr  be  aicertained« 

Miti&ati,  Fuei^  Wr.— In  the  S,  E.  part  of  the  parifli  is 
a  hx^  bed  of  limeftone,  which  has  been  wrought  for  ie- 

veral 
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vera! years,  and  fells  at  %ht  rale  of  x  s.  xod.  the bdL  The 
cool  with  which  Ihc  lime  is  barot|  is  imported  at  Montnrfe 
from  the  frith  of  Fordi ;  the  nfoal  price  of  that  neceflkrj 
article  is  no  kls  than  8  s.  6d.  the  boU,  or  7a  ftooe,  for 
Scotch  coal,  and  i  s.  6d.  the  barrel  for  Eagliih  coaL  This 
pariih  producing  fcarcely  any  peats,  the  fuel  chieflj  nfcd 
is  turf  and  broom.-— Stone  abounds  here,  but  it  is  of  a  reef- 
di(h  colour,  and  either  very  foft,  or  (b  hard  as  to  refiil  the 
chiiTeL — ^There  are  2  ouneral  fprings,  impregnated  with 
flecl,  but  too  weak  to  produce  any  cfieft. 

Pricis  of  Prcvifio$u  and  Labour. — ^In  1751^  fieed-oats 
fold  at  13  s.  4  d.  and  meal  at  la  s.  4  d.  the  boll,  batter  at 
4  d.  the  pound,  eggs  %  d.  the  doLen,  an  ox  at  L.  %.  The 
wages  of  men  fervants  were  L.  x  :  13  : 4,  and  of  womea 
fervants,  L.  x  a-year,  and  a  day-labourer  got  a  d«  a-day 
and  victuals.  In  1790,  feed-oats  and  meal  were  fold,  the 
former  at  X5  s.  and  the  latter  at  x^s.  4d.  barley  at  X4S. 
and  bear  at  la  s.  the  boll,  butter  at  7  d.  a-pound,  eggs  at 
4  d.  a  dozen,  an  ox  at  L.  6%  The  wages  of  men  fervants 
hare  advanced  to  L.  7,  and  of  women  fisrvants  to  L.  3  a- 
year,  and  a  day-labourer  now  has  9  d.  and  viftuals*  A 
girl  that  fits  at  her  wheel  will  earn  6^  d.  a-day,  at  the 
rate  of  x  s.  i  d.  the  fpindle* 

PofubaioH, — ^According  to  Dr  Webfter's  returns,  about 
the  1750,  the  numbers  were  539.  In  1790,  they  were 
67a ;  269  males,  and  403  females.  The  caufes  of  thb  in- 
creafe  are  faid  to  be  improvements  in  agriculture,  and  the 
extenfion  of  trade.  By  the  rej^r  for  10  years  preceding 
X790,  the  births  were  143,  the  burials  xao,  and  the  mar- 
riages 56.  But  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  the  births  and 
marriages  are  not  fo  fully  inferted  as  the  burials,  many 
choofing  rather  to  forego  the  advantage  of  having  their  mar- 
riages 
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mjcs  and  the  bu^  o£  their  chtldren  regifleredi  than-  pay 
the  tax;  whereas,  in  the  cafe  of  burials*,  the  mortclath  is 
alwaysemplojed^  fox  the  hire  of  which  the  clerk  nuift  ac- 
count to  the  .Hsffion.  The  number  of  children  produced 
from  each  marriage^  at  an  average,  is  between  4  and  5. 
In  1790,  the  number  of  deaths  was  confidetablj.  greater 
than  ufualy  occafioned  b j  the  ravages  of  a  nervous  fever» 
and  which  raged  moft  in  marihj  ^  places.  There  ase  in  tb& 
parilh,  8  heritors,  3  of  whom  refide  ^27  fumers,  and  16 
families  of  tradefo^en. 

Stipend^  Churchy  Poor,  i^c* — ^The  ftipend  is  L.322,  175. 
4d.  Scois^  including  L»5o  for  communioa  elements,  13 
bolb  of  oats,  33I  bolb  of  meal,  and  ^ii  bolls  of  bear,  the 
whole  not  exceeding,  at  an  average,  L*  65  Sterling  arjear. 
Of  the  above,  there  is  a  part  paid  out  of  the  neighbouring 
parilh  of  Brechin.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1748}  and, 
as  this  diflriA  is  compofed  of  two  united  panibes,  the  mi- 
nifier  has  two  gkbes,  one  of  5,  and  the  other  of  3  acres, 
though,  as  the  latter  lies  at  the  diftance  •  of  a  miles  from 
the  manCe,  it  b  of  little  value*  The  church  is  little  better 
than  a  hes^  of  mtns,  and  has  all  the  marks  of  great  anti- 
quitj*  In  Popifli  and  Epifcopal  times,  it  was  the  church 
of  the  Chanter  of  the  Cathedral  of  Brechin.  In  the  church- 
yard are  3  graves,  which,  according  to  tradition,  are  the 
burial  jdaces  of  3  Daniih  Generals.*— Befides  families  who 
receive  occafional  fupplies,  there  are  ro  poor  on  the  roll ; 
one  of  thefe  is  a  lunatic,  and  for  fbme  jears  coft  the  pariih 
L.  10,  but  the  expence  is  now  reduced  to  L.  7  a-jear;  the 
others  are  maintained  in  their  own  hoofes.  The  funds  a- 
rife  from  the  weekly  coUe^Hons,  which,  on  an  average, 
are  4  s.  7  d.  the  profits  of  the  mortdoth,  and  the  intereft 
of  L.  187  capital  dock,  amounting  altogether  to  about  L.  2a 
a-jear« 

Roads* 
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Roads.-^Tht  great  roads  from  Bredun  to  Aberaeen, 
and  from  Brediin  to  Glendk,  pafi  through  this  parifh,  and 
skre  in  tolerable  repair  \  blit  the  road  from  heiice  to  Mon- 
trofe;  and  the  private  roads,  are  a  di%face  to  the  country; 
In  1789,  an  afi  of  Parliament  was  obtained  to  repair  the 
roads  in  this  coonty,  by  which  the  ftatnte-Iaboor  b  con- 
verted into  money,  at  the  rate  of  L.  i,  4  s.  for  every  L.  lod 
Scots  of  valued  rent.  The  fen£e  of  die  parilhioners  of 
Strickathrow,  with  refpeA  to  this  ad^  is,  that  commnts<« 
tion  of  labour  into  money  is  an  advantage  both  to  them 
and  to  the  roads,  provided  the  fum  is  moderate ;  but  in 
the  pre&nt  inflance  it  is  deemed  too  high. 

jiniiyuties,  and  MifceUatUoui  Ob/irvatidni.'i^Thctt  h  t 
place  in  the  parifli  called  Blackdikes,  which  is  thoaght  to 
be  a  corruption  of  Battle-dikes;  This  conjedure  is  fixcngth- 
ened  by  there  being  the  remains  of  a  camp  of  an  oblong 
figure,  1  fides  of  which  are  ftill  vifible,  lying  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, in  the  parifli  of  Brechin.  N.  W.  from  this  en- 
campment, at  the  diftance  of  about  3  miles,  are  a  hiUs^ 
forming  a  part  of  the  Grampian  Mountains,  caUed  Cater- 
thun,  or  *  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Cater,'  the  one  ftitrounded 
with  an  immenfe  aflemblage  of  fiones,  the  other  with  ari 
earthen  rampart,  both  being  in  a  favourable  fituation  for  i 
camp.  It  is  very  firongly  conjedured  that  this  is  the  place: 
mentioned  hjj  Tacitus,  where  the  engagement  between  A-^ 
gricola  and  Galgacus,  General  of  the  Caledonians,  hap- 
pened. Under  diis  head,  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  ac- 
cording to  fome  writers,  the  church-yard  of  Strickathrow 
Was  the  fcene  of  the  abjed  furrender  of  the  Crown  of  Scot- 
land, by  John  Baliol,  to  King  Edward  I.  in  z296.-^Na- 
ture  has  denied  coal  to  this  parifli,  and  that  want  is  more 
lenfibly  felt  by  ^  tax  of  2  s,  the  boll  upon  importation. 

Coal, 
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Coal,  however,  is  reckoned  the  cheapeft  fael  to  be  pro- 
cured, peats  being  very  dear.— The  grain  produced  here 
is  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  fells  lower  than  what  is 
radled  in  the  more  foatherl j  part  of  the  county.  Short 
lealiBs  may  alfo  be  ranked  ui^der  (his  he^d,  though  they 
are  not  peculiar  to  this  parifb. 
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:    NUMBER    XXIX. 

PARISH   OF   JOHNSTON, 
(county    of   DUMFRIES.) 

B/  tie  Rtv.  Mr  William  Sibbald. 


Name^  Situation,  Surface^  Soil  ami  Climate. 

'T^HE  moft  general  and  probable  account  is,  that  the  pa- 
rifh  was  fo  called,  from  its  having  been  the  inunemo* 
rial  reiidence  and  property  of  people  of  that  name,  Jolin* 
ftons  have  been  the  principal^  and  almoft  fole  propnetoiSt 
and  long  ago  were  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  parifli.  It 
is  fituated  in  that  part  of  Dumfnes-fliire,  known  hj  the 
name  of  Annandale,  and  belongs  to  the  prefbytery  of  Loch- 
maben,  and  Synod  of  Dumfries.  Its  length  is  4  mOeSy  and 
breadth  3,  except  towards  the  N.  W.  from  the  church, 
where  it  extends  to  the  diftance  of  5,  and  in  one  place  6 
miles.  On  the  N.  it  is  bounded  by  Kirkpatrick-Juxta, 
on  the  £.  by  Wamphray  and  Applegarth,  on  the  S.  by 
Lochmaben,  and  on  the  W.  by  Kirkmichael  and  Clofebum. 
The  appearance  of  the  country  is  flat,  with  a  gradual  afcoxt 
towards  the  weft.  Owing  to  its  flatnefs,  this,  and  a  confi« 
derable  trafl  of  neighbouring  country,  running  from  S.  to 
N.  has  got  the  name  o( Dale;  and  either  becaufe  the  river 
Annan  runs  along  it|  or  becaufe  the  town  of  Annan  is  at 

one 
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<me  ^end  ef  it,  it  has  been  called  Annandale.  TThe  foil  is 
^hieflj  of  three  kinds.  The  higher  lands  are  generally 
deep  mo(s  or  day,  and  on  the  banks  of  Annan  the  land  is 
light  and  fandj.  Great  part,  or  rather  moft  of  it,  is  rich 
and  goody  though  till  of  late  much  negleded,  and  needs  on- 
ly culture  to  make  it  produce  .the  moft  luxuriant  crops. 
Rains  are  moftly  from  the  feuthi  and  in  great  quantity^ 
yet  the  air  is  not  unhealthy  to  the  natives,  though  delicate 
ftrangers  complain  of  it,  and  indeed  generally  fufier  much 
from  it  upon  their  firft  fettling  here.  Notwithftanding  the 
great  rains  and  frequent  fogs,  the  ague  feldom  appears. 
We  have  fometimes  putrid  fevers,  owing  perhaps  in  fome 
meafure  to  the  carrion  on  which  our  neighbours  in  the 
moontains  chiefly  fubfift :  For  when  the  {hepherds  meet 
with  a  dead  (heep^  if  it  will  btit  carry  home,  it  is  generally 
afed  for  food ;  and  from  habit,  they  prefer  it  to  found  and 
wholefome  mutton.  Confumptions  sure  likewife  frequent  \ 
but  the  moft  common  aliments  are  rheumatifms  and  ner« 
vans  complaints,  efpeciaUy  in  the  decline  of  life. 

River  ^nnan.'-An  the  river  Annauj  which  bounds  us  on 
the  eaft,  there  is  abundance  of  yellow  and  fea  trout,  com- 
mon and  fpotted  eels  *,  roches,  pars,  and  falmon  from  30  to 
40  pound  weight.  When  large  quantities  of  foow  upon 
the  neighbouring  hills  happen  to  be  fuddenly  thawed,  the 
Annan  fometimes  overflows  its  banks,  and  does  confider- 
able  damage.  When  a  melting  of  the  fnow,  and  heavy  fall 
of  rain  come  together,  they  generally  produce  an  inunda- 
tion of  this  fort,  which  is  frequently  much  increafed  by  a 
firong  fouth  wind,  which  blowing  in  oppofition  to  the  ri- 
ver, dams  up  its  waters.  It  feldom  overflows  from  rain  a- 
lone.     The  moft  remarkable  inftances  oi^  the  fwelling  of 

Vol.  IV.  E  e  the 

#  Tliele  (potted  eels  are  here  caUed>Rampar  £cls.    It  is  faid  tbey  will 
fttack  laen,  or  eveo  black  cattle,  when  in  the  water. 
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the  Annan  ever  remembered  here,  were  in  A^|pft  \^^^% 
Auguft»  September  and  O^bes  1790. 

Pofulaiiomt  ^c. — ^From  what  can  be  kamcd»  this  part  oi 
Annandale  was  once  more  populous  than  at  preient.     The 
decreafe  is  owing  to  feveral  hans  being  united,  and  good' 
arable  land  turned  folely  into  pafture»  Qn  the  largeft  eftate 
of  the  pariih.    Of  late,  however,  the  farms  there  have  been 
divided  and  iubdivided,  and  th^  good  efieds  of  this  judi« 
cious  plan  are  beginning  to  appear.    Land  which  from  ne- 
gled,  rather  than  an  j  defioiency  of  foil  or  climate,  was  co* 
vered  with  heath,  now  produces  moil  plentiful  crops.     Tha 
fubdiviiion  of  farms  has  enlarged  the  number  of  fanulies^ 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  land  now  going  briikly  on,  has 
increafed  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  large.     The  return 
to  Dr  Webfter,  about  40  years  ago,  was  494.    The  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  at  prefent  is  565 ;  males  293^  females 
272 ;  under  10  years  of  age,  140  ;  from  xo  to  ao,  86 ;  from 
from  30  to  50,  946;  from  50  to  70,  79;  from  70  to  xco, 
14.     The  oldeft  perfon  is  a  woman,  aged  96 ;  the  reft  are 
all  below  90,    Indeed,  there  are  only  other  2  v9ho  exceed 
80.     There  are  38  farmers,  5  weavers,  a  fhoemakers,  x 
blackfmiths,  4  tailors,  3  wrights,  i  miller,  5  maibns,  7  ap- 
prentices, 5  female  houfehold  fervants.     The  farmers,  at 
an  average,  have  a  male  and  female  fervant  each,  befides  a 
boy  or  a  girl  for  taking  care  of  their  cattle.     One  (tudent 
of  medicine.     Only  one  foreigner,  native  of  Jamaica.    One 
born  in  England.    The  heritors  are  4  in  number,   3  of 
whom  are  what  are  called  portioners,  having  a  fknall  pro- 
perty.    One  of  thefe  portioners  is  the  only  refiding  heri- 
tor.    The  Earl  of  Hopctoun's^  refidence  here  is  always 
Ihort.     The  inhabitants  are  all  of  the  Eflabliihed  Church, 
except  X  Cameronian,  zo  Antiburghers,  and  12  Relief  Se- 

ceders. 
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cedets.    Roixfa  an  112^  all  iidiabited;  at  fell  4^^  perfon^ 
to  each. 

jigriciihuTi^  €i?f  •— The  field  produftioils  ire  chiefly  oats, 
fome  rye*  a  litde  bear  and  barley^  and  here  and  there  a 
few  ridges  ^i  peas.  No  wheat  not  beans  \  nor  have  tur- 
nips, till  of  late,  been  fown  in  the  fields,  though  now  be- 
coming common.  Every  &rmer  raifes  potatoes  for  the  ule 
kA  his  family;  generally  fome  likewife  for  feeding  fwine 
and  black  cattle,  bnt  chiefly  the  former.  A  few  years  ago 
there  were  no  fhiit-trees  in  the  parifli,  nor  are  there  yet 
any  de&rving  the  name.  A  very  fine  young  orchard  id 
now  planted  at  Raehills,  at  the  manfe,  and  fome  other  places. 
ForeH-trees  ar^  nearly  as  fbarce ;  bat  from  the  names  of 
many  places,  fudi  as  Lochwood,  Woodend,  &c.  where 
there  is  now  very  little  wood,  it  is  evident,  that  this,  like 
kioft  parts  of  Scotland,  once  abounded  in  trees.  Befides 
former  plantations,  150  acres  were  planted  laft  winter  by 
the  Earl  of  Hopetomi.  Sheep,  which  were  once  fo  plenty, 
are  now  reduced  to  about  1500,  and  fucceeded  by  horfes 
and  black  cattle.  The  flieep  are  mofUy  ftill  the  common 
Mack  faced  Scotch  flieep.  Indeed  the  only  exceptions  are 
thole  at  Raehills,  part  of  which  are  of  Spaniih  breed,  and 
the  reft  a  crois  breed,  known  in  this  coontry  by  the  nam6 
of  Long  Sheep.  Cows  and  horfes  are  rather  more  nume- 
rous than  formerly,  there  being  295  cows,  and  ixi  horfes, 
the  latter  almoft  folely  for  huibandry,  with  a  few  young 
ones,  partly  for  fale,  and  partly  to  keep  up  the  old  flock. 
Befides  the  milk-cows  already  mentioned,  ther6  may,  at  an 
average,  be  450  Mack  cattle,  part  fattening,  but  moft  only 
rearing.  There  is  a  ftrong  prejudice  prevails  all  over  this 
country  againft  horned  cattle.  They  bring  at  leaft  10  s. 
a-head  lefi  than  thofe  without  horns,  of  the  fame  weight 
and  <jixadxty,  probably  becaufe  die  age  of  homed  cattk  can- 
net 


220  Stati/lical  Account 

not  be  mifireprefented ;  whereas  a  dealer  can  aflett  thoCe 
tvithout  horns  to  be  of  any  age  that  beft  fnits  his  pnipofe. 
There  are  6  labouring  oxen  at  Raehills.  Daring  the  5  lail 
yearsi  there  have  been  annually  plpughed,  at  an  average, 
850  acres,  mofi  of  which  is  employed  in  raifiag  oats.  Per- 
haps an  8th  or  9th  part  is  fown  with  bear,  barley,  rye, 
peas,  &c.  Next  to  oats,  bear  is  the  fiaple  grain  here. 
Rye  holds  the  next  place.  Our  peas  and  flax  take  but 
little  room.*  The  land  on  which  they  fow  bear,  barley 
and  rye  is  generally  the  potato  and  turnip  ground  c^  the 
preceding  year.  The  fowing  of  grais  ia  a  new  piece  of 
hufbandry  with  us,  and  is  ftill  in  its  in&ncy.  There  were 
40  acres  fown  with  artificial  graifes  laft  (eafon.  As  the 
land  is  only  beginning  to  be  improved,  the  paftures  are  but 
poor,  and  mufl.  be  exteniive ;  they  comprehend  all  the  re- 
manent parts  of  the  parifli,  excepting  what  is  taken  up  by 
roads  and  plantations.  The  commonty,  which  was  very 
confiderable,  was  divided  not  long  ago.  In  ordinary  fea- 
fons,  the  farmers  are  employed  from  the  middle  of  March 
to  the  middle  of  April,  in  fowing  oats  \  in  the  end  of  April 
they  plant  potatoes.  Such  as  fow  barley  and  grafs-ieeds,  do  it 
early  in  May,  though  fometimes  the  grafles  are  fown  later. 
Towards  the  middle  of  July,  they  begin  to  cut  their  rye-grais 
and  clover.  Meadow  hay  is  about  a  month  later  in  ripening. 
September  is  ufua]ly  the  harveft  month  for  barley  and  oats  \ 
but  in  fome  untoward  feafons,  there  is  often  a  good  deal  to 
cut  down  at  the  commencement  of  O&ober.  The  whole 
rental  is  laid  to  be  at  prefent  about  L.  1300  \  but  owing  to 
the  improvements  now  going  on,  it  mull  foon  be  more  than 
double.  Beft  arable  and  pafture  land  is  iaid  to  rent  from 
8s.  to  IIS.  the  acre^  inferior,  from  3s.  to  6s.  Average 
iize  of  farms  is  160  acres,  and  their  number  is  much  in- 
creafed  thefe  laft  10  years.  Moft  of  our  farmers  have  % 
ploughs  a-piece ;  one  ftrong  and  heavy,  for  breaking  ley, 

heath. 
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hfisth,  Sec  and  another  lighter,  for  ploughbg  ftubble,  fid- 
lowing,  &c.  Thej  are  all  the  common  Scotch  plough,  ex- 
cepting 2  or  3  belonging  to  Lord  Hopetoun,  with  pot-me- 
tal glebe  boards.  Thefe  can  never  be  common  here,  as  our 
land  is  ftonj  and  uneven.  In  general,  the  farmers  have  2 
carts  each.  At  RaehiUs  (fo  called  from  its  having  been 
long  ago  kept  as  a  deer  park  by  the  family  of  Annandale) 
there  are  a  few  deer,  between  30  and  30,  lately  placed  there 
by  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun.  About  as  many  goats  are  to  be 
lieen  in  an  adjoining  pafture.  A  great  part  of  the  pariih 
has  been  indofed  fince  the  prelent  Earl  came  to  the  ma- 
nagement, and  it  is  his  Lordihip's  intention  foon  to  inclofe 
mofi  of  the  remainder.  The  people  are  not  very  fond  of  in- 
dofnres,  as  they  think  it  troublefome  to  keep  their  cattle  o£F 
the  young  hedges,  and  complain  that  theie  indofures  oblige 
diem  to  take  round  about  roads,  every  time  they  fUr  from 
home.  But  they  will  foon  be  univerfally  fenfible  of  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  them.  The  more  confide- 
nce are  fo  already. 

Stipind,  School^  PooTf  (^r.— The  value  of  the  living  may 
^  be  about  L.  80  Sterling  a^-year,  manfe  and  glebe  induded. 
The  patron  is  the  Marquis  of  Annandde ;  but  the  Earl  of 
Hopetoun,  as  curator  at  law,  prefents  in  his  name.  The 
church  was  built  in  1733,  the  manfe  in  1735,  and  has  much 
need  of  being  rebuilt.— -We  have  two  public  fchools,  one  in 
the  eafi,  and  the  other  towards  the  weft  end  of  the  parifh. 
The  mafters  in  both  are  very  wdl  qualified  to  teach  the 
branches  of  education  they  profeis,  viz.  writing,  reading,  a- 
xitfasnetic  and  book-keeping.  The  fcholars  in  each  are  about 
30  in  winter,  and  20  in  fummer.  Their  falaries-are  different, 
the  one  having  200  merks,  the  other  X50.  Their  fees  for 
reading,  x  s.  a  quarter,  (and  although  they  write,  pay  no 
more),  arithmetic  is.  6d«  foracourfe  of  book-keeping 

108. 
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xos«  6  A,  The  want  of  a  gramoiar-ichool  tor  dsfficd  edn- 
cttion  is  liBtifibljr  felt.— -None  of  \  our  poor  go  a*begging^ 
and  none,  fo  far  «s  I  can  trace,  have  died  for  want.  Hicre 
are  at  pre&nt  on  die  roll  x8  perfons.  The  intereft  of  mor- 
tified funis  for  their  relief  amount  jearly  to  L.  la  o  o 
Out  weekly  coUeftion,  ficc.  amount  at  an  ave- 

rage»  to  -  -  900 

Making  in  all  for  the  reUef  of  the  poor,  L.  at     o     o 

When  a  perfon  on  the  poor's  lift  dies,  the  felEon  confider 
themfdves  as  entitled,  in  name  of  the  farviving  poor,  to 
whatever  fumitore,  dothes  ot  eileAs  die  deceafed  may 
have  left,  akhongh  we  do  not  require  them  on  admiflioti 
to  fign  anj  deed  to  that  purpofe.  What  thej  leave  is  fel- 
dom  daimed  bj  die  feffion,  but.  being  for  die  moft  'part  of 
litde  value,  is  common! j  given  to  fach  of  thdr  indigent  re- 
lations or  neighbours  as  were  kind  and  attentive  to  them 
in  their  laft  iUnefs.  Befides  the  refources  already  men- 
tioned, it  may  be  proper  to  ftate,  that  few  years  pais  with- 
out moft  generous  and  well  judged  prefents  to  our  poor  from 
the  Hopetocm  family.  Nor  is  this  the  only  pariih  which 
experiences  their  bounty.  Wherever  they  have  property, 
and  in  many  parilhes  where  they  have  none,  the  poor  are 
the  objeds  of  thdr  frequent  beneficence. 

JPriceSf  Wages^  Wc— There  is  no  market  for  butcher- 
meat  in  the  pariih.  The  ordinary  way  of  being  provided 
in  it  is,  for  a  family,  or  difierent  families  united,  to  buy  a 
wholQ  bullock,  or  (heep,  or  few,  6cc.  Of  the  tWb  market- 
towns  neareil  tis,  the  one  b  6,  and  the  other  10  miles  off. 
When  we  do  fend  to  either  of  thefe.  we  generally  pay  for 
beef  and  mutton  6  d.  the  pound,  Englifh  weight ;  lamb  is 
commonly  a  litde  dearer.  The  following  arddes  can  be 
had  in  the  pariih :  geefe  at  3  s*  each,  ducks  6  d.  hens  6  d. 

fometimes 


fiametsunes  &d.  butte?  at  timea  8d.,  oftener  ^d.  Scotch, 
vieight,  or  ^4  ol.  the  pounds  ik4mmed  xiiilk-chee{e  3d.  tl^ 
poundf  fweet  milk  ditta  6  d.  Scotch  weight.  fiat)eja&4 
oata  «iwaj3  fla&iating;  average  price  of  tfie.  forxneCt  L.  x^, 
xo  5.  ditto  of  the  latter*  L.  %,  a  su  the  MoSat  boll.-^Tha  op* 
binary  hire  of  a  day-labevrer  is  $d*  if  the  (hort  dajs,  and^ 
8  d.  when  the  days  are  long,  with  their  xneati  or  lo dL  ^d^ 
X  s.  without  viduals ;  tailors  8  d.  though  t^l  of  late  only 
€  d.  with  viAuals^  carpenters  and  ouibns  i  &  a^y, 
with  meat,  or  xs«  6d.  without  it*  This  ib  long  as  tkerer 
are  12  hours  o£  day-li^t;  when  left,  their  wages  are  redui- 
red  ad.  a-day.  For  peat  and  hay-making,  men  ftd.  wo^ 
men  4d.  with  tkeir  meaL — The.  fuel  commoniy  made  ufo 
of  is  peat  and  turf  i  thefe  are  to  be  had  in  great  abundance 
in  the  pariib.  The  average  ezpence  of  a  labourer^  who  haa 
a  family,  is  about  L.  15  a-year.  Houfe-rent  is  from  xa.su 
to  L»  z.  His  wages,  and  other  advantages,  enahle  him^ 
with  OBConomy,  to  bring  up  in  a  very  decent  manner  a  fa-* 
mily  of  5,  6,  or  even  more  children  j  for  befides  what  ho 
earns,  his  wife  has  it  often  in  her  power  to  pav  their  houfe- 
rent,  by  working  occafionally  to  the  farmer  from  whom 
they  rent  it.  The  farmer  too  confiders  it  as  his  own  inte^ 
veft,  to  allow  them  as  mivch  ground  for  potatoes,  as  their 
afhes,  &c.  can  manure,  to  lead  out  their  aihes,  and  to  plants 
and  in  harveft  to  raile  their  potatoes  with  his  own  plough^ 
A  part  of  his  agreement  with  them  likewife  is  to  bring 
home  their  peats ;  for  this  he  is  recompenfed  by  occaiional 
labour,  which  feldom  prevents  the  cottager  from  earning  hia 
day's  hire. — Another  circumQance  in  favour  of  fuch  fami- 
lies is,  their  being  foon  relieved,  from  the  burden  of  fiip- 
portiog  their  children ;  for  although  we  have  no  manuf!^-' 
tures  for  the  employment  of  very  young  ones,  yet  fo  foon 
as  they  reach  7  or  8  years,  they  can  all  be  employed,  at 
leafi  during  fummer  and  harvefi,  in  tending  cattle  \  for  thia 

they 
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they  recdve  board  and  lodging,  and  an  hire  propordooed 
to  their  age«  and  the  number  of  cattle  the j  have  to  attend^ 
generally  xas.t>r  148.  The  average  hire  for  ploughmen 
IS  from  L.  7»  to  L.  7,  xo  i.  a-year ;  for  an  half  grown  lad, 
to  drive  the  plough,  threfli.  Sec.  L.  5 ;  female  fervants  iac 
huibandry,  L.3,  orL.3,  10  s.  There  are  but  very  few 
fervants  kept  folely  for  domefiic  purpofes. 

Ruin.^^The  only  ruin  worthy  of  notice  is  the  caftle  of 
Lochwood,  which  was  the  refidence  of  the  fiunily  of  An* 
nandale.  It  is  fitnated  in  the  north  end  of  the  parifli,  com- 
mands a  very  extenfive  profped,  efpecially  towards  the 
fouth,  and  is  fiiid  to  have  been  built  in  the  14th  century* 
It  muft  formerly  have  been  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  ha^ 
ving  had  prodigionfly  thick  walk,  and  being  furrounded 
by  unpaiTable  bogs  and  marihes.  It  was  this  drcum- 
ftance  made  King  James  VI.  fay,  that  *  the  man  who  built 

<  Lochwood,  though  outwardly  honeft^  muft  baye  been  a 

<  knave  in  his  heart/ 

Eminent  ikTifii.— Thb  pariih  has  the  honour  of  having  gi- 
ven birth  to  Dr  Rogerfon,  firft  phyfician  to  the  Emprels  of 
Rui&a.  His  father  was  one  of  the  Marquis's  tenants,  and 
rented  one  half  of  the  farm  of  Lochbrew,  in  the  fouth  end 
^  the  parifh,  where  the  Doftor  was  bom.  The  other  half 
was  at  the  fame  time  rented  by  William  Halliday,  another 
farmer,  whofe  fon,  Dr  Matthew  Halliday,  is  likewifc  one 
of  her  Imperial  Majefty's  phyficians. 

MifctUantoui  Olfervations. — ^The  inhabitants  are  rather 
above  the  middle  fize  *,  but  I  never  heard  of  any  of  them 
exceeding  fix  feet  two  inches.  Their  dre&,  diet,  and 
lodging,  are  much  amended  within  thefe  twenty,  or  even 
ten  years*      They  feldom    live    beyond    their    income. 

Sympathy 
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Sjnmpath;^  IS  a  ftriking  feature  in  their  charaSer.  Befbrc 
the  Unron^  and  for  fome  time  after  it,  the  inhabitants  of 
Axuiandale,  like  other  Borderers,  were  riotous  and  quarrel- 
fome.  Now  they  are  a  fober,  barmleis  people,  and  by  the 
cnconragement  given  them,  have  of  late  become  induftri* 
00s.  Emigration  was  frequent  till  within  thefe  9  jears ; 
but  there  is  now  employment  found  both  for  the  parifliion- 
crs  and  for  ifcrangers.  Only  a  have  inlifted  in  the  army 
fince  the  1785.  None  have  entered  into  the  navy,  nor 
gone  to  fea.  They  are  beginning  to  taille  the  fweets  of  in- 
duftry  and  adtive  virtue,  and  it  feems  hardly  poflible  to  de- 
vife  a  better  plan  for  ameliorating  their  fituation,  than  that 
which  Lord  Hopetoun  is  carrying  on.  Not  very  long  ago 
this  pariih  could  not  fupply  itfelf  with  provifions ;  at  pre- 
fent  there  is  abundance  for  home  confumpt,  and  a  little  for 
exportation.  Forty-three  new  houfes  have  been  built  with- 
in the  laft  10  years. — ^Moft  of  the  landed  property  in  this 
coontxy  is  entailed,  and  therefore  never  in  the  market.— 
The  great  road  through  this  pariih  from  Moflat  to  Dum- 
fries, is  in  good  repair.  Statute-labour  is  commuted.  No 
turnpikes  in  the  parilh.  St  Ann*s  bridge  over  Kinnel  wa- 
ter, 13  miles  firom  Dumfries,  and  8  from  Mofiat,  was  built 
by  the  prefent  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  in  1782. — One  of  the 
chief  diiadvantages  is  the  great  diftance  from  coal;  the 
neareft  fuel  of  this  fort  is  at  Sanquhar,  at  leaft  30  miles  pff, 
and  the  road  very  bad.  Douglas  coal  is  fardier  off;  but  as 
the  road  to  it  is  better  than  that  to  Sanquhar,  it  is  found 
eafier  both  for  men  and  horfes  to  bring  coal  from  thence. 
There  is  plenty  of  mofi  in  the  pariih ;  but  every  thing  con- 
fidered,  peats  are  always  got  at  a  great  ezpence,  and  in  wet 
ieafoiis  can  hardly  either  be  fufficiently  dried  or  brought 
home.  lime  is  18  miles  difiant«— There  are  no  profefled 
imis  or  ale-honfes ;  but  there  are  4  houfes  in  different  quar- 
ters, where  ale  and  fprits  can  be  bought  by  retail.  Few 
Vol.  IV.  F  £  and 


qolS  Siatffikal  Account 

ubA  imall  at  ihele  «re,  I  believe  Uiej  ntlier  drhixm  tbao 
jervicei-— >About  xo  yeaxs  »go»  a  wemm  out  bet  throat.-^ 
Cotugets  are  never  employed  in  ^grioiltnie,  but  on  pacd- 
cwlar  Qccafions,  wbea  more  beads  are  lequired  tbaa  the 
finners  can  afford  to  keep  througb  tbe  jear.  No  eagles 
bave  ever  been  feen  io  this  pariih,  tbcngb  in  tbe  Higb- 
laadst  in  the  near  neigbboiirhood»  tbej  are  fomrtimfH  to  be 
met  with.  We  have  partridgea  in  great  abundance  ^  in 
the  weft  end  of  the  pariih  grouft  are  oommon;  the  Uack- 
cock  too,  baa  there  fosotetimea  been  feen.  We  are  likelj 
to  have  more  of  thefe  fome  years  benee  i  for,  according  to 
naturalifts,  com  u»d  young  phnuriona  always  attraft  them. 
Heron&  are  to  be  feen  diroogb  the  wbole  year  on  the 
banks  of  the  Annan.  Befidcs  tbe  cuckoo  and  f  wallow,  we 
bave  an  annual  vifit  £rom  the  boUfincb,  who  makes  great 
bavock  of  goo&bernes  and  currants  in  May.  The  wood- 
lark  and  field£u:e  are  v^ery  common. 
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PARISH    OF    CRIECH, 
(county  of  fife.) 

By  Michael  Gres^iaWi  D.  JD« 

Namt  and  Situation. 

THE  name  is  faid  to  ezprels  fomething  indelicate  to 
be  explained.  The  pariih  lies  in  the  prelbytery  of 
Cnpar,  and  Synod  of  Fife,  about  6  miks  weft  of  the  call 
end  of  the  Ochil  HiUs,  which  run  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Tay  weft,  to  within  a  mile  of  Stirling.  It  is  from  S.  to 
N.  about  3  miles,  and  from  £•  to  W.  about  2.  It  if 
bounded  on  the  £.  by  Balmerino  and  Kilmeny,  on  the 
N.  by  Fliik,  on  the  W.  by  Abdie  and  Dunbog,  and  ^oa 
the  S*  by  Monimail  and  Moonzie. 

•AgricMlturef  Vc«-— Fanning  in  thia  papfli  tbd  neigh- 
bourhood is  advancing  faft  in  improvement,  confidering  out 
diin  ihaip  foit.  For  many  years  paft,  there  was.  only  rough 
bear,  an4  no  barley.  But  barley  now  is  the  ftaple  grain. 
b  is  iakt  that  Fife  exports  about  30,000  bolls  of  it  yearly^ 
befide^whatitconfumes.  And  it  is  neceflary  to  import 
6000  BoUs  of  oats  or  meal  a-year.  The  furmers  find  ^ 
more  profitable  to  raife  barley  than  oats.    For  i  boll  of 

wheat 


aft&  Statijkcal  Aecoum 

vheftt  Town  in  this  parifh  about  30,  or  even  10  yeaxs  ago» 
there  are»  at  a  moderate  computation,  10  fown  now*  For- 
merlj  too,  it  was  Ibll  of  blacks,  and  needed  to  be  waflied 
before  it  was  lent  to  the  miU ;  now,  by  the  actentioa  paid 
to  the  feed,  and  the  preparing  of  the  ground,  good  whea( 
is  produced  from  8  to  1%  bolls,  after  x,  without  any  Uacks 
at  alL  The  rents  of  many  £uiqs  are  doubled,  and  ibme 
tripled ;  yet  the  tenants  pay  them,  ridh  better  bodes,  wear 
finer  clothes,  and  entertain  their  friends  better  than  be- 
fore. Several  tenants  in  tjus  pariih  are  become  proprietors,, 
by  mere  foccels  in  farming,  and  have  fur  more  general 
knowledge  too  than  they  had  30  or  ao  years  ago.  There 
IS  X  floek  of  flieep,  about  13  icore;  the  wool  fells  at  be- 
tween x6s.  and  L.  x  the  ftone.  The  farmers  have  accefs 
to  lime,  within  10  or  zz  miles.  The  roads  aoe  ^aod,  and 
without  turnpikes. 

Population. — The  population  of  this  paxKh  is  diminiflied 
c^ie-fifth  in  the  period  of  thefe  35  years  paft  \  which  is  ow^ 
ing,  probably,  to  x  village  being  allowed  to  go  to  decay, 
the  union  of  farmsy  and  the  ufe  of  two  horfe  ploag]is. 

Inhabitants,  -  •  -  306 

Males,  ....  134 

"Females,  .  •  •  172 

Males  under  xo  years  of  age,         -  -  33^    n 

Females,  -  -  -  413    '^ 

Males  between  xo  and  ao,  -            -  337   ^ 

Females,                -  -                -  ^9> 

Males  between  ao  and  50,  -            -  46  7  ..^ 

Females,            -            -  -              -  81 5     ' 

Males  between  50  and  70,  -  -  **Z    ^o 

Females,  -  -  -  -  173    39 


Males  between  70  and  xoo, 
Females, 


TU 


pf  Cfiecb*  2*9 

The  number  of  births,  .in  proportion  to  the  mtmher  of 
iahabitantSy  is  increafed*.  From  a  comparifon  of  the  nmn«« 
her  of  births  from  1736  to  X736»  when  the  pariih  was 
more  p«{>uIou3,  with  that  from  1776  to  1786,  when  it  was 
le&  {by  the  proportional  increafe  was  found  to  be  about 
one-tenth.  The  air  is  good,  and  the  fituation.  drj ;  th« 
pra&iGe  of  inoculating  children  £ar  the  £mall-pox,  is  alio 
ftvourahle  to  population.  The  people  are  in  more  eafy 
wcnmftances,  which  encourages  matrimony. 

Stipend^  C^c— -The  iUpend  is  between  L.  80  and  L.  90 
Sterling,  with  3^  acres  of  glebe,  of  a  thin  foil.  Cokmel 
BaiUie  is  patron.  There  are  7  heritors,  5  of  whom  xtfide* 
—The  weekly  coUe£tioos  for  the  poor  are  very  ixnall ,  but 
die  poor  are  few  in  nuniber.— -The  fchoohnafter's  lalary  is 
80  merks,  with  the  intereft  of  2000  merks  i  the  perquifites 
are  very  trifling,  and  the  number  of  icholars  fimalU 

AntiquitifS.'^Thcxe  is  a  little  hill  neat  the  church,  with 
the  vefiiges  of  a  Roman  camp  upon  it«  I|  has  2  lines  of 
drcumvallation ;  the  one  is  much  wider  than  the  other, 
as  an  outwork,  within  a  mile  of  the  Tay.  There  is  ano> 
dier  of  the  lame  kind,  on  a  higher  hill,  weft  of  the  former ; 
it  is  likewiie  within  a  mile  of  the  Tay.  This  hill  is  feen 
from  the  north  windows  of  the  Old  Town  of  Edinburgh. 
The  lines  about  thefe  camps  are  rough  ftones.  The  higheft 
of  thefe  hiUs  is  called  Normans-LatVt  or  the  Hill  of  Nor-* 
them  Men.  The  tradition  concerning  thefe  camps  is,  that 
when  the  Normans  invaded  for  plunder,  and  not  for  conqueft, 
they  depofited  their  fpoils  there,  till  they  got  intelligence 
of  a  force  being  raifed  in  the  country,  that  was  able  to  re-* 
pel  them ;  then  they  haftened  to  their  boats  in  the  Tay, 
Cardinal  Beaton's  caftle  ftands  by  the  church  of  Criech« 
The  traditioQ  v,  that  the  Cardinal  kept  there  a  little  coun«> 
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fgf  fiafag^  It  ii  defended  ^n  me  fide»  bj  a  mwA  %  «id 
on  the  other  fide,  hae  had  ftvoDg  outwoflu.  Bebf  ibb^ 
dftfirfd,  and  fioi&e  of  the  finfsft  ftones  xeniovcd«  no  inferip- 
tiea  caa  be  tmnA  to  nisgtk  its  dale.  There  fteit  lately 
foaad,  in  a  rifing  ^Kit  of  groiuid  near  the  maofe,  a  brown 
jan, .  with  their  bottonM  npwardt,  and  a  broad  ftone  laid 
on  each,  coqtaining  human  bones,  lli^  bonea  were  wuaA 
confumed,  yet  jcnnts,  &c.  were  dilbemible.  It  mnft  hare 
been  long  fihce  they  were  pnt  there,  ai  burning  or  in-oming 
the  deady  is  not  a  late  practice  in  thb  country. 

TtmMbr^— About  zS  or  ao  years  ago^  the  lightning 
ifaniek  Pitcullo  hooTei  about  4  miles  north  of  Cupar.  It 
entered  in  2  ftreams ;  one  came  down  the  kitchen  chim- 
ney, tore  off  the  jack-cafe,  and  left  3  or  4  blade  £pots  on 
the  roof  of  the  kitchen,  at  confiderable  diftances  from  each 
other.  A  fervant  fitting  in  a  dofet  off  the  kitchen,  had  a 
large  hole  burnt  in  the  crown  of  her  head-drefs.  She  was 
feme  hours  infenfiUe,  but  recovered.  When  the  ftroke 
came,  &e  bought  <hat  (he  was  falling  into  a  fwoon  or  £unt. 
The  other  ifa^eam  entered  by  a  fine  (hell-dofet,  ftripped  a 
few  fliells  and  fome  frofting  off,  then  went  down  the  ftone- 
turnpike,  and  burft  through  the  panneling  of  another  room, 
where  was  a  mahogany  table.  This  table  was  picked,  as 
if- bit  wkh  very  finall  (hot.  Here  its  force  was  exhauAed.^-— 
Thunder  broke  within  a  mile  of  the  manfe  in  fnmmer  1 789,  ' 
in  a  low-lying  field  of  oats.  It  laid  flat  die  com  for  about 
l-j  0^  16  yards  in  kngib,  and  7  or  8  in  breadth.  The 
ftraw  that  was  before  green,  and  full  of  fap,  became  yd- 
low  and  witfiered.  The  earth  on  the  fpot  was  ploughed 
up,  Aough  not  deep.  This  fidd,  though  lying  fo  low,  i» 
near  the  Tay,  and  wnter  is  an  attraftor.— Four  or  5  years 
1^,  a  tremoidous  fiaft,  occompanied  widi  a  dreadful  peal 
of  ^httuder^  kUled  %  tradefmen  at  Gopar.''  They  were  fit- 
ting 
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diijg  ia  one  of  the  higbeft  honjGBS  therei  and  Wk  the  loft  im- 
mediatelj  above  tbea  were  ievoral  pieoes  of  old  iron. 
The>  watch  of  one  of  them  firarcelj  retained  any  of  its 
ioanct  fha^e.  It  looked  as  if  it  had  lain  fome  tim^.^  a 
Imith'^  furnace.  The  lightning  (eems  to  fpread  Kke  imall 
Ihot  when  near  fpeot.  T^re  &  undoabtedfy  a  ilrongcon- 
cui£on  of  the  air  when  it  firikes.  In  the  room  m  PiteuSo 
houfis,  the  ghUs  was  all  forced  out  of  the  windows,  thou^ 
the  caicments  were  not  oMEfkedv  The  houie  in  Cupar, 
where  the  nvea  were  killed,  had  both  fide-walk  a  little 
iplity  and  borft  out  from  the  floorings 

B&2&. — ^The  hilb  not  only  iheltar,  but  by  the  rains  waih- 
ing  them  down  in  the  courfe  of  ages,  increafe  and  meliorate 
the  Ibil  of  the  valleys.  There  is  a  narrow  flradi,  which 
runs  through  this  parifli,  £.  through  Kilmeny,  and  W. 
through  Dunbog  and  Abdie,  the  adjac«it  pariihes,  which 
is  iheltered  by  the  Ochil  Hills,  and  the  dealers  in  barley 
prefer  the  grain  to  much  that  grows  in  other  parts  of  Fife. 
The  rich  Carfe'  of  Gowrie,  oppofite  to  this  parifb,  b  ihel- 
tered in  the  £une  way.  It,  perhaps,  deferves  notice,  that 
the  mod  remarkable  ridges  of  hills  in  Scotland  run  £.  and 
W.  This  holds  with  refpeA  to  the  Grampian,  as  well  as 
the  Ochil  Hills.  It  has  been  remarked,  thlt  the  great 
Tidges  of  mountains  in  England,  extend  generally  £.  and 
W.  too.  The  fame  has  been  obferved  of  the  Alps,  of  Cau« 
oafusy  and  Taurus,  in  Afia ;  and  of  Atlas,  in  Africa.  Be- 
fides  affording  flielter,  they  are  faid  to  prevent  the  exhaled 
Taponrs  from  going  too  much  N.  or  S.  that  there  may 
be  a  fnfficiency  of  rain  for  the  inland  countries. 

nS/ciUcmeous  Obfirvaiions.^^Thtxe  is  one  Seceder  fiimily 
here,  and  4  few  other  individuab  that  are  Seceders.  It  la 
Inraofed  they  are  not  increafing  along  the  banks  of  the 
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Tay  tnd  Fordi,  where  the j  were  at  firft  moft  munefDns. 
Thej»  too,  are  left  bigotted  now,  from  the  increafe 
of  knowledge.-— Indoftrj  is  inculcated  bodi  publiclj  and 
-piivateljv  as  one  of  the  cardinal  Tirtnes';  and  indeed  it  is 
more  eafy  to  perfuade  to  this,  than  to  fome  other  virtues, 
as  the  reward  of  it  immediately  foIlows.*-i-Man7  of  oar 
young  people  leave  us,  to  go  to  the  neighbouring  towns  of 
Dundee  and  Perth,  to  learn  handicraft  trades.-— There  is 
only  one  ale^houfe. — ^It  has  been  reported,  that  in  a  part  of 
the  pariih  of  Leuchars,  near  this,  there  were  a  race  of  Da- 
niih  ihepherds,  who  kept  their  (heep  as  well  as  themielvei 
in  their  original  ftate,  and  produced  wool  not  inferior  to 
that  of  Shetland ;  but  I  am  informed,  that  the  people  do 
not  keep  themfelves  feparate,  but  intermarry  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  as  to  their  wool,  I  do  not  hear  that  it  is 
praifed.  Their  flieep  are  of  a  fmall  iize,  and  feed  on  coarie 
grafs  or  bent.  When  other  (heep  fell  at  145.  or  x6s.  thefe 
people  are  glad  to  get  6  s.  or  7  s.  for  theirs. 
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PARISH    or    DUNBOG, 
(county  of  fife.) 

By  Dr  GhiEiEirLAW^  Mmfttr  of  Cruel. 


Naeuy  SiimUion^  Soil,  ifc. 


THIS  puilh  lies  low,  between  2  hilb,  and  bas  a  pretty 
Ivgc  bog  or  moraJsy  one  mile  loDg,  and  aboat  half  a 
mile  broad,  at  the  W.  end  of  it,  from  which  the  name 
Dtmbog  ha3  probably  arifen.  It  is  bounded  by  Monimail 
oatheS.andE.;  by  Abdae  on  the  W.;  by  Fliik  on  the 
N. ;  by  Criech  on  the  £• ;  and  is  fituated  in  Che  prefry* . 
tery  of  Cupar,  and  Synod  of  Fife.  Its  length  is  abont  3 
miles,  breadth  a«  The  greateft  past  of  the  lands  is  arable, 
bat  mndi  of  them  wettiih.  They  produce  good  barleys 
great  part  is  capable  of  bearing  wheat ;  ^nd  the  tenants  are 
improving  in  their  mode  of  culture.  There  is  only  z  flock 
of  iheep,  of  about  13  £bore,  of  a  pretty  large  fize,  brought 
bidier  from  the  {bothem  parts,  of  SMtlaad.       . 

y  OLf  ly*  G  g  Pofuiatim. 
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WageSf  CattqgirSf  Vc.— >A  ploaghmao*s  ufoal  wages  are 
firom  L.  4»  x^s«  t«»  L,  &»  a^QDrdiii^  to^bkqhafaAir  for  care 
and  fldU ;  thofe  of  women  fervants,  L. a,  xos.  or  L.  3  ;  a 
good  wright  or  mafon's  wages^  in  fiimmer,  are  i  s.  6  d.  in 
winter,  z  s.  a  d.;  a  tulor'st  6d.  or  8d.  widi  viftiials.  The 
people  are  indufirious,  and  there  Is  onlj  x  ale-honfe.  Cot- 
tagers generally  hold  the  fiinncn  ploughs,  get  livery  meal, 
have  an  acre,  of  land,  a  houlby  and  (mall  garden,  and  fnmiih 
a  reapers  in  harveib  Hlftre  ai^  fiar^araldiieflung  machines 
here ;  hut  they  feem,  as  yet,  to  fiive  only  a  bt^man^  as  he 
as  called,  who'threihes  for  fo  much  the  boll.  Thefe  ma> 
cl|iossi  aftt.  uftfd,  flMi»  a»  mtt^aot  ofM  for  hari^  # 
WfatiM^  and  wkv  woidd^  not-  wait  the  fk/W^  progre&dF  a  lot- 
saaa.9  foith^mothflDa0<:a»tlireAi  40  boftiva  isy-. 

:  Cbutcb^  Stipmdi '  SklM/,  Poof^  tdc.—Tht  dmreb  and' 
maale  are  in  poetil79  good  ordbfi  The-  ft^d-  is  Between 
If  TOvsnd  L. 89,  with  4  atfte-of agood  glebe.  T&e Crovm 
i%  psftron*.  Then  arej  tofttors^  none  ef  whbxh  ttQit.  Tke- 
ff^mlmaft^aiaJary  it  oilf  abo^  100  merks;  Tfa^  poor 
am  iofflM  by  die  iWsAtyi  MKftions^  and'  intereft-  of 

pobEs  mon^Fj 

-.  » 

Remarks  on  th$  amS^^f^d€k^iMi»St6MuJli^ 
left  a  genersjl  augmentation  of  fiipends  becomes  an  objeft  to 
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perfoos  of  influence,  the  clergj  of  Scotland  muft  degene- 
rate. If  thej  beci^  obje£b  of  cqqapffgan,  their  weight 
muft  be  leflenedy  and  no  refpedability  of  character  will 
counterbalance  that  evil.  Should  the  tqachers  of  religion 
become  mepoify  thofight  d^  01^  acq>uiit  of  their -poverty, 
religion  will  fu£Fer ;  and  if  good  morals  decline,  induftrjt 
which  requires  regiflaftty  spd  {qbrictjr  of  cop^ud,  muft  de- 
cline alfo.  The  vecj  fmall  encouragement  alfo  given  to 
fchoolmafters,  is  one  of  the  greateft  evils ;  for  it  is  not  only 
an  unfpeakable  lols  to  the  poor  men  who  teach,  but  to  the 
rifing  generation.  There  are  not  a  few  parifhes  in  this 
neighbourhood,  where  the  fiadarj  is  only  100  merks.  Some 
have  L.  100  Scotii.  But  what  man  fit  to  teach  am  live 
upon  this?  What  knowledge  can  he  communicate?  A 
common  tradeCman  can  live  more  at  his  eafe.  Were  the 
encooragement  increafed,  though  bilt  a  Uttle,  it  would  do 
more  good  than  can  be  exprefled.  Imperfefi  teaching  of 
yoodi  is  likt  bad  plowing  in  fpring,  ivhich  muft  of  necef- 
fi^  produce  a  bad  crop  in  harveft.  The  poorer  fort  of 
peojde  are  left  withont  a  remedy,  and  muft  fend  their  di3& 
dren  to  die  parilh  &hooimafters,  fbch  as  they  axe. 
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NUMBER    XXXn. 

PARISH    OP    BARRIE, 
(county   of   FORFAR.) 

Bj  thi  Rgv.  Mr  David  Sim. 


Eximi,  SttmHion,  Soil,  CUmaie,  C/c. 

'T^HIS  pariih  k  compoted  to  extend  about  3  miles  firom 
^  £•  to  W.  and  4  from  N.  to  S.  Its  figure  re&mbla 
the  form  of  a  long  bow,  with  its  ftring  ftraiaed  to  the  ut- 
moft  pitch.  The  boldeft  fide  of  the  cunre  is  boonded  on 
the  W.  and  part  of  the  S*  by  a  quick  bending  of  the  ba&b 
of  thje  river  Taj,  and  on  the  £.  S.  £•  and  part  of  the  S. 
by  a  low  landy  fhore  of  the  German  Sea.  The  flat  fide  of 
the  curve  is  bounded  bj  the  pariih  of  Panbride  on  the  N. 
E.  and  part  of  the  N.  and  on  part  of  the  N.  and  N.  W. 
by  the  pariih  of  Monikie.— The  pariih  is  in  the  preibyte- 
ry  of  Aberbrothocky  and  die  Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams. 
A  high  verdant  bank,  which  feems  onoe  to  have  formed  a 
ileep  ihore  of  the  ocean,  runs  through  the  whole,  from  £• 
to  W.  giving  to  the  northern  divifion  the  appearance  of  a 
great  regular  terrace,  ekvated  about  50  feet  above  the 
Ibuthem  part«^-The  foil  is  various.    The  lower  divifion  is 
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eampofed  of  a  thirfty  down,  .which  bardj  fnffices  for  the 
grazing  of  a  few  flocks  of  flieep  and  of  young  cattk,  inter- 
fperfed  with  fome  acres  of  arable  land,  whidi,  in  ihowery 
feafonsy  yield  a  moderate  crop  of  grain.     The  upper  divi- 
fion  is  partly  light  loam,  partly  generous  gravel,  and  a  few 
fields  approach  to  a  deep  black  foil.     The  mould,  thouj^ 
in  no  refpeft  rich,  favoured  by  inclofure  in  many  parts,  and 
aided  in  general  by  an  enlightened  hulbandry,  produces 
crops  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  peas,  turnip,  flax,  clover,  po- 
tatoes, little  inferior  in  quantity  and  quality  to  the  growth    ^ 
of  the  £une  extent  of  land  in  diftrifb  diilinguilhed  by  a  va« 
luable  foil« — ^Within  the  bounds  of  this  fmall  pariih,  a  di« 
Terfity  of  climate  is  experienced.     The  lower  divifion, 
£rom  its  iandy  nature,  and  the  interpoling  banks  which 
hide  it  from  the  ocean,  though  fometimes  covered  with 
hazy  fogs,  is  warm  in  fummer,  and  enjoys  a  kindly  tem^ 
perature  in  the  winter  months.     The  upper  divifion,  ele- 
vated above  the  level  of  the  fea,  is  fenflUy  cooler  in  the 
wanneft  weather,  and  in  winter  feels  the  almoft  unbroken 
ieverity  of  the  winds  from  the  £.  and  the  N.  W.    The 
climate  is  not  uncommonly  hoftile  to  the  conftitution.    The 
inhabitants  paid  an  annual  tribute  to  the  ague,  while  the 
land  continued  undrained,  and  in  rainy  winters  ibme  com* 
plaints  of  rheumatifm  are  fiill  heard  of;  but  there  are  no 
diflempers  ftrifUy  local.    It  will  readily  be  perceived,  that 
a  climate,  circumftanced  as  that  of  Barrie,  muft  be  friendly 
to  vegetable  produftions.    An  early  verdure  covers  the 
fields.     The  fowing  feafon  commences  about  the  middle  of 
March,  and  the  corns  are  generally  lodged  in  the  bam« 
yard  before  the  fecond  week  of  Oftober.    Migratory  birds 
yifit  this  place  very  early  in  the  feafon.     The  parifh  might 
perhaps  claim  the  appellation  of  beautiful,  did  not  the  foil 
in  fome  parts,  and  the  viciniQr  to  the  fea  in  others,  deprive 
it  of  the  verdure  of  thriving  and  copious  wood. 
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Prices  and  Wi^es.,^'T)xt  ptrifh  is  nearly  fixppKed  with 
provifions  of  ks  own  produce.  A  few  fioaes  of  butclier- 
meat  are  purchafed  from  the  Dundee  market,  bj  a  famOr 
or  two,  during  the  fnmmer ;  but  oats,  fumilhing  the  meal, 
that  IS  the  principal  artidc  of  food,  are  nd&d  in  fuffictent 
quantities.  A  quantity  of  wheat  and  oat-meal  is  annuaUr 
fold  at  Dundee,  and  feveral  hundred  bolls  of  barley  are  ex- 
ported, to  fupply  the  exigencies  of  fome  of  the  northern 
and  weftem  counties  of  Scotland.  A  number  of  black 
cattle,  reared  and  grazed  within  the  parifli,  are  yearly  car- 
ried to  England ;  and  fome  oxen,  ftall-fed  with  turnip,  are 
•  purchafed  by  the  butchers  of  tbe  neigfibouring  towns. 
IVheat  is  geneirally  fold  at  L.  i,  is.  barley  at  14 s.  oat- 
meal at  14s.  the  boll;  beef,  mutton,  veal,  pork,  at  3td. 
the  pound,  of  16  oz. ;  dudes  at  10  d.  a-piece ;  hens  at  i  s. ; 
butter  at  8  d.  the  pound,  of  aa  oz. ;  cheefe  at  4  s.  6  d.  the 
ft<^c  9  eggs  at  3  d.  the  dozen. — The  hire  of  labourers  is  i  s. 
a-day,  from  the  xfi  of  March  to  the  zft  of  November,  and 
zo  d.  during  the  reft  of  the  year,  excepting  the  time  of 
hay-moiiyng  and  harveft,  when  they  are  paid  at  the  rate  of 
z  s.  6  d.  a-day.  The  wages  of  a  carpenter  are  z  s.  3  d.  of  a 
mafon  z  s.  8  d.  of  a  tailor  i  s.  In  the  above  flatement,  the 
vifiuals  of  the  labourers  and  tradeimen  are  induded.  The 
average  hire  of  farm-fervants,  when  they  eat  in  the  honfe, 
is  L.  8  a-year  for  men,  and  L.  3  for  women.  Domeftic 
fervants  form  no  diflinft  clafi.  There  is  not  a  male  or  fe* 
male  fervant  in  the  parifii,  who  is  not  employed  ibme- 
tlme  during  the  year  in  the  Work  of  the  field. 

MamifaSures.-^TLrtrj  houfdiolder  almoft  is  a  manufsc-- 
turer  of  brown  linen.    In  the  foreign  markets,  the  Iinea> 
ftamped  at  Aberbrothock  has  acquired  a  high  reputation  } 
and  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  to  the  doth  made  at  Barrie, 
which  has  long  been  diftinguifiied  for  the  goodnefr  of  its 
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materials^  and  the  fupeiioritj  of  its  workmanlhip,  the  fiamp 
of  ABerbrothook  is  indebted  for  part  of  its  fiune.  By  in- 
troducing honour  as  a  prompter  to  ezcellenoey  the.  mana- 
fiifhire  of  fiarrie  has  reached  its  prefent  perfedios.  For 
more  than  40  jears,  the  infpedion  of  the  weaving  by  the 
nnanimoos  confent  of  the  manufafhirers,  has  been  nfiigned 
to  an  annual  officer,  who  is  allowed  to  choole  two  ailifiant 
connfellors.  The  officer,  with  hb  afleiTors,  are  eagle-eyed 
to  diicover  every  blemifli.  A  pecuniary  fine,  or  what  is 
more  dreaded,  the  correSion  of  ridicuk,  overtake  tvtxj 
one  who  is  in  fault.  Thefe  drcuadlances  have  contribu- 
ted to  fix  fuch  habits  of  attention  and  accuracy,  tbat  in- 
fiances  occur  of  workmen  whofe  cloth  has  not  been  caft  at 
die  ftampoffice  in  a  period  of  ao  yean*  Exclufive  of  con- 
fiderahk  quantities  of  home-grown  flax,  the  manufafturers 
ufe  yearly  of  foreign  flax,  from  Riga  and  Peteriburg,  &- 
▼end  tons,  amounting  in  value  to  more  than  L.  Soo.  The 
manu&Anrers  are  in  number  xoo.  The  condition  of  thia 
ufefbl  dais  of  men  might  be  ameliorated,  by  inforiog  to 
them  at  all  tunes  abundance  of  flax  at  a  reafonable  rate,  by 
cootiauing  the  encouragement  on  the  linen  branchi  and  by 
refcning  the  manufadares  &om  a  twofold  combinaUon  of 
the  brown  luien  merchants,  by  which  they  enbaace  at 
pleafuro  the  prieo  of  the  foreign,  flax  they  fell,  and  depreft 
the  price  of  the  cloth  they  buj« 

Pofulaium^— At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter'a  pspcst^  the 
numbers  wcretiS^^  At  pseiiBnt  (n9^)  ^^  pqpaUttan  v 
796. 
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BapiifmSf  i/Larriages  and  Buriabfor  the  Iqfi  lo  Tion. 

Tion.  Baftifins.         Marriaga.        Buriab. 

xiSx  ax  4  x« 

178a  ao  s  »3 

1783  a»  5  13 

1784  19  I  7 

1785  ai  3  la 

1786  .23  7  4 

1787  14  S  8 
«78»  t«  7  7 

1789  23  7  10 

1790  ai  3  7 

aia  47  9a 

Excepting  4  or  5  Antibnrgfaer  Seccden,  and  3  Epifcopa- 
liana,  the  people  in  the  paiiih  are  all  members  of  the  EfU* 
Uiihed  Church.  There  are  3  ftudents  of  divinity.  There 
are  8  heritors,  3  only  of  whom  refide.— It  may  not  be  en« 
tirdy  foreign  to  the  prefent  article,  to  notice,  that  by  the 
late  minifter  of  Barrie,  who  lived  in  the  pariik  not  lefi 
than  50  years,  it  was  frequently  remarked,  that  dying  per* 
fons  expired  during  the  ebbing  of  the  tide.  With  tlus  re« 
mttrk  accords  that  obfervation  m  Pliny's  Natural  Hiftory, 
(Lib.  ii.  cap.  98.),  quoted  from  Ariftotle,  who  affirms,  that 
*  no  animal  expires,  unlels  during  the  going  back  of  the 
'  tide/  To  which  Pliny  adds,  *  Obfervatum  id  multtup 
'  in  Grallico  Oceano,  et  duntaxat  an  homine  compertum.' 

Stipemtf  School  and  Poor. — ^The  living,  indnduig  the  gkbe, 
is  foioething  more  than  L.  80  Sterling  a-year.  The  King  is 
patx<m.  The  manie,  though  repaired  only  10  years  ago, 
is  hardly  a  tolerable  houle.  The  kirk  is  an  old  and  forry 
|iuilding.-«-The  office  of  fctioolmaftci:  \m,  fSx  many  years 
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pafty  been  dilcharged  bj  joung  men  of  liberal  educatioo, 
who  have  fucceflively  come  forward  to  preach,  to  ledure' 
in  colleges^  and  to  fill  very  reputable  departments  in  focie« 
ty.  The  annual  emoluments  are  inconfiderable.  L.  5,  i  i  s. 
Sterling  of  (alary,  L.  2  as  feffion-clerk's  fees,  5  s.  for  each 
proclamation  of  hanns,  lod.  for  regiftering  each  baptifm, 
3  d.  for  the  regiflration  of  each  burial,  and  i  s.  6  d.  a  quar« 
ter,  as  the  average  fees  for  40  fcholars  throughout  the  year, 
with  fome  trifling  gratuities,  make  up  the  total  fum  of  *tho 
annual  income."— The  fum  of  L.  30  Sterling,  arifing  partly 
from  Sabbath  day  collections,  partly  from  the  rent  of  fome  ' 
feats  in  the  church,  is  the  only  fund  allotted  for  pious  pur- 
poies  within  the  pariib,  and  the  annual  fupport  of  the  poor* 
A  fmall  portion  of  the  money  .is  yearly  applied  by  the 
kirk-fei&on,  to  fumifh  with  neceiTary  books  a  few  of  the 
children  of  indigent  parents,  who  are  unable  to  give  them^ 
a  fchool  education  without  this  aid.  The  reverfion  is  di- 
flributed  among  the  poor.  The  number  on  the  roll  is  ge- 
nerally XX.  The  poor  receive  the  public  charity  in  their 
own  cottages*  A  begging  native  has  not  been  known  in 
the  parifli  for  many  years.  Beggars  fpom  other  places  a* 
bound. 

Si€tp, — ^The  late  infiitution  of  the  Britiih  Wool  Society, 
gives  increafed  importance  to  the  flocks  of  every  difirifi. 
The  paAures  of  B'jrrie  may  contain  xooo  flieep.  In  a 
country  where  flieep  are  not  the  fole  objed  of  the  farmer's 
care,  an  unexceptionable  breed  can  hardly  be  expeded* 
The  iheep  of  Barrie  have  no  difiinft  charafter.  A  few  an- 
nual recruits  imported  partly  from  Fife,  partly  from  the 
northern  counties,  lately  formed  the  mixed  race*  tt  Waa 
fuppofed,  that  the  union  of  the  Fife  ewe  with  the  northern 
ram,  would  have  produced  a  fpecies  hardy,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fine  wooL    Di£ftppointment,  as  to  the  latter  quality  in 
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particular,  has  been  the  refult  6f  fome  experiments.    As 
introdttdion  of  ihe  Englifli  breed  feemed  to  promife  a 
fpecies,  valnable  for  \700I9  and  of  a  large  fize.     However, 
a  paftnre  which  affords  but  harfh  grafs  and  icaotj  flielter, 
was  found  ill  fuited  to  fuch  flieep.     The  fmall  Fife  flieep, 
weighing  32  pounds,  unites  in  fome  meafure  the  advantages 
of  a  profitable  fleece  and  a  prettj  durable  conftitution,  and 
at  prefent  appears  beft  adapted  to  the  foiL     It  were  defi- 
rable,  if  a  breed  affording  a  greater  weight  of  wool  could 
be  obtained.     Not  lefs  than  xa  fleeces,  at  an  average,  pro* 
duce  X  ftonc  of  wool.     Of  the  wool,  which  is  generally  fold 
at  I  s.  the  pound,  is  manufa&ured  almoil  every  kind  of  cloth 
worn  in  the  parifh ;  hodden,  whidi  is  mofllj  ufed  for  herds 
cloaks,  and  is  fold  at  i  s.  8  d.  the  yard  -,  plaiding,  which  is 
fomctimes  fhapcd  into  a  coarfe  kind  of  hofe,  and  is  fold  at 
1  s.  the  yard  \  (ej,  the  common  cloth  for  mens  apparel, 
fold,  when  dyed,  at  5  s.  the  yard ;  timming,  camblet  for 
womens  gowns,  when  in  colours,  are  rcfpeftivcly  fold  at 
3  s.  and  2  s.  10  d.  the  yard ;  blankets  fold  at  12  s.  the  pair, 
confiSing  of  4  yards ;  Sabbath  day  plaids  for  women,  when 
dyed  of  2  or  3  various  colours,  and  containing  about  4 
yards,   at   16  s.  a-piece. — ^The    fcab,   from   accident,   and 
the  rot,  from  the  nature  of  fome  of  the  flieep-walks,  are  a- 
mong  the  number  of  tfie  difeafes  to  which  the  fteep  are  li- 
able.    The  prefcription  of  Dr  Anderfon  (tobacco  oil)  has 
been  applied  with  fome  fucce£s  in  the  former  difeafe.     An* 
other  malady,  a^ainft  which  no  remedy  has  yet  been  de- 
vifed,  preys  on  the  ilieep  here.     Among  the  ihepherds,  it 
is  called  the  Brads.     The  autumn  is  the  feafon  of  its  at- 
tack.    The  moft  lufiy,  and  apparently  vigorous  of  the  flock » 
are  fihgled  out  as  its  viftims.     It  kills  in  2  hours  from  the 
time  it  is  at  firft  obfervcd.     From  the  dcfcription  which 
'  the  writer  has  received,  excefs  of  blood  appears  to  be  the 
probable  caufe  of  the  diforder.     The  dead  carcafe  is  re*- 
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flaaikably  bloated  and  difeoloured,  and  in  a  very  (hort  tioie 
becomes  a  carrion.  The  experience  of  an  aged  man,  who 
for  manj  years  was  9,  flieep  mailer  in  the  parilhy  affords 
ibme  prefumption,  that  a  preventative  may  be  found  to  th^ 
bracks.  He  let  blood  of  his  fheep  uniformly  in  the  fum- 
mer  (eafon,  and  he  does  not  recollect  that  the  bracks  at  any 
time  thinned  his  folds. 

Remarkable  ObfeSs  and  Antiquities. — In  the  fouthern  ex^ 
tremity  of  the  parifli,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  fiand  a  re- 
flediag  light-boufes,  reared  to  dire£l  the  veiTels  trs^ding  to 
Dundee  and  Perth  through  the  perilous  entrance  of  the 
Tay.  The  largeft,  which  is  ftationary,  is  a  circular  (lone 
building  ereded  on  piles ;  the  other  a  moveable  wooden  fa- 
bric, raifed  on  rollers.  When  the  two  lights  are  feeii  in 
one,  the  pilot  may  navigate  the  river  without  fear.  The 
expcnce  of  the  lights  is  defrayed  by  a  fcnall  tax  on  the  ton- 
nage of  the  veffels  which  enter  the  Tay. — The  Danes  feem 
to  have  been  defiined,  by  their  misfortunes,  to  fumifh  the 
only  memorable  objeds  of  antiquity  which  Banie  affords. 
On  the  eaftera  boundary  of  the  pariOi  many  tumuli  ap- 
pear. The  traces  of  a  camp  in  their  immediate  nei;>hbour- 
hood,  Camouftie,  t.  e.  the  Cairn  of  Heroes,  the  name  of 
an  adjoining  eflate,  the  vicinity  of  a  brook,  which  is  faid 
to  have  run  three  days  with  blood,  proclaim  thefe  tu- 
muli the  graves  of  thofe  northern  Marauders  who  fell  in 
the  defperate  engagement,  which,  according  to  Buchanan, 
(B.  6.  chap.  50.),  took  place  near  Panbride,  between  the 
Danilh  troops  commanded  by  Gamus^  and  the  Scotch  army 
under  King  Malcolm  II. 

Roads  and  Bridges.^^Th.t  roads  have  at  no  time  been 
omch  indebted  to  the  improvement  of  art.     The  poll- road 
between  Dundee  and  Aberbrothock,  which  for  a  long  pe- 
riod 
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nod  ran  through  its  bonndsy  was  merely  a  line  traced  by 
frequent  paflengers  oh  the  fur&ce  of  the  foil.  A  aew  poft- 
toady  formed  20  years  fince  to  the  northward  of  Barrie  pa- 
rifl),  has  annually  engroifed  nearly  the  ftatute-laboar  of  the 
contiguous  diftricl.  The  bnall  reverfion  allotted  to  Barrte, 
has  been  faithfully  and  judipioufly  applied  by  a  refident  Ju* 
flice  of  the  Peace ;  but  in  a  light  fandy  track,  where  gra* 
vel  cannot  be  obtained  without  great  expence,  it  may  *well 
be  conceivedi  that  the  repairs  effeded  by  a  triflbg  fuxn, 
can  neither  be  permanent  nor  eztenfive.  Nature,  how- 
ever, has  not  been  unkind ;  the  roads  of  Barrie,  though 
fomewhat  fatiguing,  are  at  all  feafons  dry.  Voluntary  con- 
tributions reared,  and  have  hitherto  fupported,  the  bridges 
within  the  pariih.  A  detailed  account  of  the  bridges 
would  reflefl  no  honour  on  the  police  of  the  difirxfi. 

Advantages  and  Di/advantages.^^Vicimtj  to  the  fea  ia 
an  obvious  -advantage  to  this  parifh.  Though  it  has  no 
formed  harbours,  the  furrounding  beach  afibrds  a  fafie  land* 
ing  place  to  fmall  velTels ;  by  which  lime,  the  fiaple  ma- 
nure, and  coak,  the  chief  article  of  fuel,  are  imported 
from  the  frith  of  Forth,  and  fold  at  a  reafonable  rate. 
Lime  fliells  are  delivered  from  the  (hip  at  x  s.  6  d.  the 
boll.  Coals,  conveyed  to  the  mod  diftant  parts  of  the 
parifli,  are  bought  by  the  cottager  at  6  s.  8d.  weighing 
7»  ftones. — But  amid  the  advantages  which  Providence 
has  already  beftowed,  and  human  improvements  promife 
to  confer,  tljo  pariihioners  of  Balrrie  experience  a  rigorous 
aftriaion  to  a  barony  mill ;  a  fpecies  of  vaflalage,  which 
they  deem  an  inconvenience  of  no  trivial  kind.  Legal  ap- 
plications for  redrefe  have  hitherto  produced  a  very  par- 
tial relief;  while,  from  the  unavoidable  ambiguity  of 
old  papers,  the  reciprocal  fervices  of  the  millmaftcr,  and 
0ie  ^drifted  farnieri  {t|miih  a  fource  of  hourly  difcord  ^ 
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\7luk  does  are  exa£led  by  an  unftamped  meaftxre,  which 
is  no  part  of  the  ftandard  of  the  nation  ;  while  a  power  is 
lodged  with  the  renter  of  a  hopper,  to  demand,  bj  a  folemn 
oadi,  an  account  of  every  pea,  every  barley-corn,  every 
grain  of  oats,  which  is  daily  diftributed  to  every  labouring 
ftead,  perhaps  dropped  to  every  hen.  Thus  circumftanced, 
it  win  not  appear  ftrange,  if  the  people  of  Barrie  look  for« 
ward  to  the  aboUticm  of  thirlage,  as  a  change  much  to  be 
wiflied.  They  are  fufficiently  fenfible,  that  an  adequate 
compeniation  is  due  to  the  repreCBntatives  of  tho&  men, 
who  originally  reared  thofe  accommodations,  which  have 
proved  fo  eminently  ufefiil  to  the  community.  Keeping 
this  in  view,  they  find  them&lves  ftrongly  inclined  to  join 
in  any  legal,  well-concerted  plan,  by  which  they  may  be 
relieved  from  a  fpecies  of  fervitude,  which  has  often  pro- 
duced the  moft  bitter  e£feds ;  and  has  brought  along  with 
it,  coniequences  not  only  hoflile  to  improvement?,  but  even 
to  die  beft  interefts  of  morality  and  religion.  The  multi- 
plicity of  oaths  introduced  into  procefles  relating  to  thirlage, 
tend  in  fome  degree  to  take  off  that  refpefi  to  things  (acred, 
which  every  true  ilate&nan  would  defire  to  pre&rve  un- 
violated. 

Mifeettaneous  Obfirvaiions. — ^In  general,  the  people  are 
attached  to  the  trades  of  their  fathers.  Farming  and  wea- 
ving are  the  profeffions  which  ftand  higheft  in  their  efteem. 
To  other  employments,  hardly  fa  many  are  inclined  as 
fupply  the  ordinary  demands  of  the  parifli.  The  fine  ap- 
pearance of  fummer  fleets  on  the  finooth  furface  of  the  Tay, 
alliires  a  few  boys  to  a  fea-faring  life.  Difiipation  is  un- 
known ;  though  the  ihort  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  pre- 
fents  to  the  view  of  the  traveller  the  whole  inns  and  ale- 
hoofet  in  the  parilh,  amounting  to  no  lels  than  4.  This  af- 
fcmblage,  prindpally  defigned  for  the  accommodation  of 

ftrangers 


246  Statijikal  Account 

ftrangers  jonrncTing  between  Dundee  lad  Arbroath,  miift 
not  be  interpreted  ta  the  diiadvantage  of  the  panI)iioners, 
who  ore  iadoftnoos  in  a  high  degree,  and  in  their  money 
engagements  are  ponftrml  to  a  proverb.  Vulgar  report 
baa  fiuaetimes  involved,  along  widi  tiie  inhabitants  of  the 
fiirroonding  country,  the  people  of  Barrie  in  a  charge  of 
inhumanity  to  ihipwrecked  mariners;  but  more  truly  may 
they  be  charaderifed  as  dupes,  by  their  compaiSon  to  100 
yietendedly  flupwreckedv-^The  oppreflion  muft  be  grie- 
vous indeed,  which  can  drive  them  from  their  native  fosL 
A  fort  of  mahdk  it  poii  rivets  them  to  the  place  of  their 
birth.— Thoogh  the  houlies,  dreis,  fiyle  of  living,  &c.  of  the 
perifliionerB,  indicate  nothing  difproportionate  to  their  real 
wealth,  a  eoaiiderable  alteration  in  thefe  difierent  articles 
haa  taken  place  within  a  period  of  %o  years.  Inftead  of 
tha  turf-built  cottages  of  former  days,  the  eyes  of  the  ob- 
ierver  are  iometimes  pleafed  with  manfions,  neat,  commo- 
dious, almoft  elegants  Leeds,  Manchefter,  Spittalfields, 
unite  to  i^miih  the  apparel  of  thofe  who  wpre  formerly 
contented  with  clothing  wholly  manu&dured  -on  the  north 
fide  of  the  Tweed.  The  perfons,  however,  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  are  not  numerous.  The  bulk  of  the  people  are  eafily 
diftinguiihed  from  thofe  of  the  furrounding  parifhes,  by  a 
rejedion  of  the  fopperies  of  dreis,  and  a  becoming  ^u^a^- 
ment  to  articles  made  in  their  own  families  The  improve- 
ment in  the  ftyle  of  living  may  be  charaderifed,  not  by  a 
rapid  tranfition  from  fordidnels  to  luxury,  but  rather  by  a 
gradual  remove  from  meanncis  to  a  comfortable  mode  of 
life.  A  (lrl&  attention  to  geconomy,  joined  with  a  pride 
of  inheritiDg  unimpaired  dieir  paternal  acres,  prevents,  a- 
mong  the  heritors  of  Barrie,  that  fluAuation  of  property 
vhich  has  lately  marked  many  parts  of  Scotland.  Some 
lands,  however,  have  within  thefe  few  years  changed  thttr 
(  maflers.    The  price  about  %$  years  purchaie.— The  fize  of 
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the  farms  can  be  reduced  to  no  average  meafure.     The 
upper  divifion  of  the  pariQi,  which  ma  j  be  properly  ft  jled 
the  arable  part,  is  parcelled  out  among  10  or  ix  landhold- 
ers,  3  of  whom  are  proprietors.     Their  farms  contain  re- 
fpedively  from  30  to  300  acres  a-piece.     A'h24)p7  adjuft- 
ment  of  things  has  prevented  a  monopoly  of  farms,  many 
of  the  leafes  prefeody  current  having  been  granted  before 
the  aU-engrofling  fyftem  began  to  extend  its  baneful  influ* 
ence.     It  cannot  be  denied,  however,  that  when  any  tack 
happens  to  &11,  this  fyftem  difcovers  itfelf  in  miniature, 
by  a  marked  avidity  to  join  to  the  former  pofieffion  of  a 
houfe  and  yard,  the  ground  plot  of  a  razed  boufe,  and  the 
extent  of  its  attached  yard.     Along  with  the  mode  of  la- 
bouring with  horfes,  inftead  of  oxen,  the  number  of  cotta- 
gers in  the  fervice   of  the  farmers  has  been  diminifhed. 
There  is  no  planned  defign  to  deprefs  cottagers ;  but  fer- 
vants  entertained  in  the  houfe,  are  found  more  conveni- 
ently placed  for  every  exigence,  are  perhaps  lels  expenfive, 
not  leis  aftive,  not  lels  diiinterefted,  than  thofe  who  have 
fiimiUes  of  their  own.     Befides  12  day-kbonrers,  who  have 
merely  houfes  and  yards,  the  only  cla£i  of  men  who*  fall 
under  the  defcription  of  cottagers,  are  thofe  employed  by 
the  fiaffmets  for  threfhing  the  corns.  They  receive  as  ti^ages, 
the  twenty-fifth  boll  of  each  kind  of  grain  diey  feparate 
from  the  ftraw,  with  a  dinner  each  working  day.     The 
plough  of  Smairs  conftruftion,  drawn  generally  by  4  hoffes, 
and  attended  by  a  ftout  lad  and  a  boy,  appears  well  a- 
dapted  to  every  variety  of  foil  in  the  parifh.     In  a  fmali 
pariib,  of  which  not  a  third  part  is  arable  land,  the  num- 
ber of  ploughs  and  carts  is  very  inconfiderable.    One  wag- 
gon was  made  at  Barrie  in  the  year  1791.     No  waggon- 
road  can  reafouably  be  expefted  in  the  parifh  fooner  than 
Aeyear  1793. 
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PARISH   or   EARLSTOUK, 
(county   of    BERWICK.) 

Bj  the  Riv,  Mr  Laurence  Johkston. 

■  ■  I    I     ■      I      ■    ■■■■■■  ,m     mi        1—1^^—. 

Nanti,  SituattoHf  Soilf  Air,  Uc. 

THE  parifli  probably  derives  its  name  from  being  ori- 
ginallj  the  refidence  of  the  Earb  of  March,  one  of 
whom  lived  here  about  the  middle  of  the  X3th  centurj. 
It  is  by  fome  called  Arfehilltoun,  becaufe  the  village  is  in 
a  low  fituatioo,  and  almoft  furrounded  with  rifing  gnmnds. 
However,  I  take  the  other  to  be  its  true  name,  and  this  to 
be  only  a  corruption  of  it ;  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
family  of  March  lived  here  at  the  period  above  mentioned. 
The  parifli  is  about  6  miles  in  length,  from  £.  to  W.  and 
from  3  to  4  in  breadth.  It  is  bounded  by  the  parilhes  of 
Lauder  and  Melrofe  on  the  W.  and  S.  W. ;  by  Mertoua 
on  the  S. ;  by  Smalbolm  and  Nenthom  on  the  S«  E.  and 
£.  i  and  by  Gordon  and  Legertwood  on  the  N.  £.«  N. 
and  N.  W.  It  is  fituated  in  the  weft  end  of  the  count/ 
of  Merfe  or  Berwick,  in  the  preibytery  of  Lauder,  aod 
Synod  of  Merfe  and  Tiviotdale.  The  foil  is  not  all  the 
fame ;  fome  parts  of  it  are  clay,  others  a  light  dry  foil,  and 
other  parts  are  a  defirable  mixture  of  both.    And  as  the 
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ibily  fo  the  climate. is  alfo  different.  It  is  more  mild  in  the ' 
weftermoft  parts  of  the  pariih,  where  the  foil  is  generall/ 
light  and  drj,  than  in  the  eaflermoft  parts  of  it,  where  the 
foil  is  fironger  and  wetter.  But,  notwithitanding  the  dif- 
ference of  both  foil  and  climate,  the  people  are  in  general 
health  J ;  manj  of  them  arrive  at  old  age.  The  moft  com- 
mon difeafes  are  agues,  rheomatifms,  and  fcrophula*  The 
frequency  of  the  lad  is  probabljr  owing  to  intermarriages. 
The  ague  has  not  been  fo  firequent  thefe  %  years  pail  a? 
formerly ;  but  confumptive  complaints  are  more  common^ 
probably  owing  to  the  fcrophula  ^  as  it  is  moftly  thofe  who 
are  of  that  habit  that  become  confumptive.  About  14  or 
15  years  ago,  the  Honourable  Mr  and  Mrs  Baillie,  both 
very  humane  and  benevolent,  caufed  inoculate,  at  their 
expence,  above  70  children  in  this  parifli  and  neighbour- 
hood \  all  of  whom  did  well^  except  a,  who  were  of  a  fcrp* 
phulous  habit.  Ever,  fince  inoculation  has  been  rather  more 
generally  praftifed,  and  has  been  the  happy  means  of  pre- 
fierving  many  lives. 

Rivtrs. — ^The  river  Leader  runs  along  the  W.  end,  and 
the  river  Eden  along  the  E.  end  of  the  parifli.  Both  have  ' 
their  foorce  in  Lammar  Muir,  and  run  into  Tweed.  They 
formerly  abounded  with  very  fine  trout,  the  firft  alfo  with 
£almon.  But  fince  the  farmers  have  fet  about  improving 
their  farms,  neither  falmon  nor  trout  are  near  fo  plenty  in 
either.  This  is  thought  to  be  owing  to  the  liming  of  the 
grounds  on  each  fide  of  the  rivers,  which,  by  heavy  rains, 
is  often  waihed  down  into  the  rivers,  and  is  fuppofed  either 
to  fcare  or  kill  the  fifli. 

Plantations — ^There  are  large  plantations  of  wood  in  the 
£.  end  of  the  parifli,  which  are  a  great  ornament  to  that 
part  of  the  conntry,  as  well  as  a  benefit  to  the  adjacent 
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fields,  to  which  thejr  affi>rd  great  (Iielter.  There  mxe  atfi> 
fbips  and  clumps  of  planting  lately  made  in  other  parts  of 
it,  which,  when  grown,  will  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of 
the  place,  and  be  a  conliderable  benefit  to  the  proprietors. 

Population. — At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
numbers  were  1197*  There  are  at  prefent  (1791)  670 
males,  and  681  females.  In  all,  1351  fouls.  653  are  of 
the  Eftabliflied  Church,  the  reft  are  SeAaries.  I  do  not 
think  it  has  increafed  in  numbers  of  late  yean.  The  fiinns 
are  now  much  larger  than  formerly.  What  ufed  to  fervc 
12  or  13  farmers,  is  now  occupied  by  4,  which  muft  rather 
dimmiih  tlian  increafe  the  number  of  inhabitants. 

Manufa&ures^  AgriaJtun^  Ifc. — Although  the  parifli 
eonfifts  chiefly  of  villages^  yet  very  few  manuEiAures  are 
carried  on  fti  it.  The  principal  one  is  linen  cloth.  There 
are  between  40  and  50  weavers  l^oms,  moftly  employed 
weaving  linen,  and  the  greateft  part  of  that  cloth  is  for 
fide.  We  have  only  one  woollen  manufiidurer,  thou^  no 
place  can  be  better  fztuated  for  carrying  on  that  branch  ot 
trade,  thari  the  village  of  Earlftoon  is.  Leader  runs  along 
the  weft  end  of  it,  where  there  is  an  eltenfive  beautiful 
haugh,  and  there  is  plenty  of  Wool,  if  ndt  in  the  pariih, 
yet  in  the  neighbourhood^  to  fupply  ao  manu&durers, 
though  they  manufaAured  to  a  confiderable  extent.  Nor 
can  any  part  of  the  country  be  better  accommodated  widi 
roads.  Xbe  turnpike  between  Edinburgh  and  Jedburgb» 
goes  dofe  by  the  weft  end  of  the  village,  and  the  great 
road  from  Edinburgh  to  London,  by  Kelfo,  goes  withiti 
x^  mile  of  the  eaft  end  of  it.  There  are  4  mills  in  the 
pariih,  which  manufafhire  a  confiderable  quantity  of  all 
kinds  of  grain.  Befides  what  the  inhabitants  of  the  paxilk 
^jonfume,  they  make  into  mead  and  barley  above  7000 
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bolb,  Unlithgow  meafure,  every  year ;  all  which  is  do** 
ried  to  Dalkeith  and  Edinburgh  markets.  Coal  and  lime 
are  brought  home  in  return.-— There  are  about  aopo  (heep 
kept  in  the  pariih.  The  farmers  alfo  rear  a  confiderable 
number  of  black  cattle  every  year.  Befides  thefe,  they 
buy  many  in  the  autumn ;  which,  with  thefe  of  Iheir  own 
that  are  of  proper  age,  they  fatten  on  turnips.  They  are 
now  beginning  to  breed  horfes.  This  will  probably  be  the 
means  of  lowering  the  price  of  that  ufeful  animal^  which, 
for  fome  years  pafl,  has  been  very  high.  Horfes  are  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  in  this  part  of  the  country,  for  it  is  by  them 
the  farmers  labour  their  farms,  and  drive  their  com  to 
market.  They  never  work  with  oxen  now,  as  they  nfed 
to  (fo  formerly.— The  moft  common  crops  in  this  parifh 
are  oats,  barley,  and  peas.  There  is  alfo  fome  wheat  every 
year ;  but  the  quantity  of  it  is  fmall,  in  proportion  to  the 
other  kinds  of  grain.  Turnips  and  potatoes  are  very  gene* 
ral,  and  commonly  very  good.  There  b  now  a  great 
quantity  of  clover  and  rye-grais  ibwn,  and  fome  flax  for 
private  ufe.  The  oats  that  grow  on  the  grounds  about 
Fans,  are  much  efteemed  for  feed.  In  feed-time,  they.gc- 
oerally  fell  for  3  s.  or  4  s.  a  boll  more  than  other  oats,  an^ 
there  is  ufually  a  confiderable  demand  for  them  at  that 
feafon.  Of  late  years  the  quality,  both  of  fheep,  black 
cattle,  and  horfes,  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  their 
numbers  increafed»  owing  to  the  improvements  that  have 
been  made  in  hufbandry ;  and  if  the  farmers  continue 
in  the  {ame  fpirit  of  improving  their  farms,  which  I  hope 
they  will,  there  is  not  the  kaft  doubt  but  their  black  cattle, 
borfes,  and  iheep,  wiH  ftill  improve,  both  in  quality  and 
number. — ^The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  L.  5948 :  z  3 : 1 1^ 
ScotB.  There  are  about  40  proprietors  in  it,  3  of  whoib 
are  freeholders ;  the  others  are  all  feuers  or  portioners. 
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Stippidf  School f  and  Poor. — ^The  filpend  is  ix%  boDs^ 
half  oats,  half  barley 9  about  L.  34  in  monej,  and  a  glebe, 
about  8  Engliili  acres.  The  manfe  was  built  in  172^4,  and 
the  church  in  1736.  The  King  is  patron^— There  are  a 
fchook.  The  parochial  fchool  is  in  the  village  of  Earlftoun  \ 
the  £dary  L.  7  :  19  :  5  Sterling ;  the  mailer  has  alfo  thp 
intereft  o^  500  merks  Scots,  moftifieci  for  teaching  the  chO- 
dren  of  inrolled  poor.  The  other  fchool  is  in  the  village 
of  Mellerftain  ;  the  mafter  of  it  hasL.  5  yearly  falary,  which 
is  the  intereft  of  L.  ico  Sterling,  mortified  by  the  iamilj 
of  Mellerftaiif  9  for  teaching  a  certain  number  of  poor  chil* 
dren.  There  is  alfo  a  Sunday's  fchool  in  each  of  thefe  vil- 
lages, patronifed  and  fupportcd  by  the  Honourable  Mrs 
Baillie. — ^There  are  many  poor  people  in  this  parifli.  A- 
bout  30  are  inroUed,  who  receive  a  weekly  allowance, 
according  to  their  neceflities.  For  this  purpofe,  a  fum  is 
jaifed  twice  a-year,  by  aflelTment  on  the  heritors  and  te- 
nants, llie  fum  levied  thefe  a  years  pail  has  been  abon^ 
L.  70  a^ycar. 

Mifcellaneous  Ob/ervations^^^^The  famous  Thomas  the 
Rhymer,  (whofe  real  name  and  title  was  Sir  Thomas  Ler- 
mont),  was  a  native  of  this  pariih.  He  lived  at  the  weft 
end  of  Earlftoun,  where  part  of  his  houfe  is  ftill  fianding, 
called  Rhymer's  Tower.  And  there  is  a  ftone  built  in  the 
fore  wall  of  the  church,  with  this  infcrij^tion  on  it,  *  Auld 
*  Rhymer's  race,  lies  in  this  place/  He  lived  in  the  X3th 
century,  and  was  co-temporary  with  one  of  the  Earls  of 
March,  who  refided  here  then. 

There  are  2  fairs  held  at  Earlftoun.  One  on  the  39th 
of  June,  for  iheep,  black  cattle,  and  horfes.  It  is  reckoned 
the  fecond  beft  fair  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  both  for  iheep 
|nd  black  cattle.— The  other  £air  is  held  on  the  third  Thari^- 
day  tH  O£tober.  It  is  only  for  black  cattle  and  horfes, 
'•    ■■ •  Thexc 
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There  is  often  a  good  fhow  of  Uack  cattk  in  it,  but  no- 
thing like  what  is  in  the  June  £ur..  There  are  4  public 
houies  in  the  parifli.  But  on  the  £Etirs,  almoft  every  low 
houfe  is  a  public  one. 

One  great  difadvantage  under  which  this  pariih  labonra, 
is  the  want  of  fuel.  The  common  people  bum  turf  and 
peat.  Thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mellerfiain  are  con* 
veniently  fituated  for  fire- wood,  which  thej  get  at  a  very 
moderate  rate.  The  better  fort  of  feucrs  and  farmers  bum 
coal,  which  is  ufuaUy  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalkeith, 
a  carriage  of  about  24  or  25  miles,  which  neceflarily  makes 
the  price  of  coals  ib  high,  that  the  poor  cannot  pnrchaie 
them.  Lime  is  alfo  carried  about  22  miles,  from  which  it 
)s  likewile  very  high  priced. 
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NUMBER    XXXIV. 
PARISH  •w  KINGSBARNS, 
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(COIFNTT  OF   Firs.) 
By  tke  Rev.  Mr  James  Beatsok. 

1,  »*»tmm    ■■■    ■<    m^m^    III!    <      II, mtt       ^^m^^mmm^ 

Name,  Siiuation,  Soil,  Air,  l^c. 

'^T^  HE  parith  of  Kingibarns  originallj  belooged  to  Crail, 
'^  till  1631,  when  it  became  a  feparate  cure.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  anj  decifive  information  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  name.  The  tradition  is»  that  King  John  ufed 
{re(]uentlj  to  live  in  a  large  building  called  the  Caflle, 
placed  on  a  fisiall  eminence  above  the  beach^  and  at  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile's  difiance,  (where  the  village  is  now  built), 
had  his  ftore-houfes  for  grain.  The  remains  of  the  cafik 
were  taken  down  feveral  years  ago,  and  the  ftones  were  of 
an  immenfe  fize.  The  parith  is  in  the  prelbytery  of  St 
Andrew's,  and  Sjnod  of  Fife.  It  lies  about  6  Englifli 
utiles  £.  of  St  Andrew's,  and  is  nearly  fquare,  being  folly 
4  Englifli  miles  each  way.  It  is  bounded  on  the  N.  by  St 
Andrew's  pariih ;  on  the  W.  by  Deninno ;  and  on  the  S* 
and  E.  by  CraiL  The  foil  upon  the  coaft  is  light  and 
fandy,  but  now,  fix>m  proper  culture,  it  bears  the  iame 
grain  with  the  higher  grounds,  and  of  equal  quality ;  al- 
though the  higher  grounds  fm  in  general  deep,  ftrong,  black 

clay. 
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claj.  Being  fo  near  the '  fea-cdaft,  it  is  n^tursd  to  imstgine 
the  air  is  pure,  and  upon  the  whole  healthy;  tfatmgfa  I 
have  often  bought  the  inrater  which  comes  from  the  higher 
groonds,  and  Magnates  in  the  village,  oceafions  nenroas  fe- 
vers,  efpeciallj  among  yomig  people,  and  makes  epidemi- 
cal diflempers  to  rage  feverely  among  us.  This  eafilj  might 
be  prevented,  as  there  is  a  beantifnl  and  gradual  defcent 
from  the  fummit  of  the  higher  grounds  to  the  fea-{hore» 
and  conduits  for  the  vrater,  at  little  ezpence,  could  be 
made.  The  only  fpring  worthy  of  notice,  is  a  fteel  mine- 
ral, which,  about  30  or  40  years  ago,  was  reforted  to  by 
many  diftrefled  %vith  various  complaints.  Its  tafte  and 
ftrength  are  tlie  fiune  with  the  Peti6rhead  water,  fo  juftly 
famed,  but  the  fpring  much  greater ;  (b  that,  at  one  period, 
what  flowed  from  it»  afforded  a  fbfBcient  quantity  of  water 
for  driving  a  meai-milL 

Po/>tfte/o«.— At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter*s  report,  the 
numbers  were  871.  From  die  laft  ftate  of  the  rolls,  the 
numbers  amounted  co  807,  of  whom  467  refide  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  the  remaining  340  inhabit  the  country  part  d£ 
the  parifh.  For  30  years  back,  the  annual  averages  hare 
been  16  deaths,  22  baptifms,  and  6  marriages.  There  are 
about  24  e^enfive  farmers,  whofe  fanulies  amount  to  19a 
foub.    There  are  only  xx  Seceders. 

Wages^  Manufafhtresy  Agricukurty  ?^r>— Male  fervants 
wages,  able  to  hold  a  plough,  are  not  under  L.  5,  xos.  or 
L.5,  6  s.',  the  overieer  is  affoWefl  from  L.  xo  to  L.X2  a- 
year.  Maid  fiervants  wages  are  from  L.  a  to^L  2,  10  s.  or 
L.  3.  Tlie  wages  given  to  labourets  faired  by  the  day,  m 
fummer,  are  10  d.  or  i  s. ;  in  winter  8  d.-»-The  O&aburgfi 
Iheeting,  and  fliirting,  is  the  nanu£ifture  carried  bin  in  the 
vHhgv,  which  is  moflfy  bonght'by  iSie  Dundee  inefdiants. 
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The  number  «f  weaven  is  from  so  to  30 ;  and  thele  aM 
the  people^  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  who  are  alfo  em* 
ployed  in  the  different  fiihings.  They  have  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage over  the  fiihers  in  the  coaft  towns  to  the  weilward, 
who,  as  they  are  not  bred  to  bufineft,  confequently  in 
ftormy  weather,  not  only  are  they  idle,  but  half  fiarved, 
while  the  people  here  are  occupied  at  their  looms,  and  can 
earn  wages  fufficient  to  maintain  their  familes. — The  peopk 
in  general  are  induftrious,  much  difpofed  to  humane  gene- 
rous actions,  and  are  well  contented  with  the  lot  affigned 
them  by  Almighty  God.  The  feafiiring  is  preferred  to 
the  military  life ;  and  there  is  ieldom  a  feafon  but  fome  of 
the  young  men  are  employed  in  the  Greenland  whale- 
fiihing^^The  cattle  annually  reared  wiU  amount  to  480  i 
5  or  6  yoke  of  thefe  were  conftantly  employed  in  agricul- 
ture by  each  farmer  fome  years  ago,  \mt  horles  are  now 
more  generally  ufed.  At  3  years  old,  thefe  cattle  are  put 
upon  turnips,  and  fattened  for  the  butcher ;  the  price  they 
bring  varies  according  to  their  fize,  from  L.  11  to  L.  la 
or  L.  14  each.  There  is  no  feparate  map  of  the  pariih, 
but  multiplying  the  number  of  ploughs,  which  are  50  by^ 
50,  the  arable  acres  accurately  may  be  afcertained ;  16  of 
thefe  plough-gates  furround  the  village,  and  each  of  them 
pay  an  annual  feu  of  9  bolls  wheat,  11  boUs  of  bear,  and 
8  s.  4  d.  The  beit  arable  land  is  let  from  L.  i,  15  a.  to 
L.  a,  a  s.  the  acre,  and  the  inferior  from  15  s.  to  L.  i. 
The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  L.  6353  : 6 : 8  Scots. 

Stipntdf  Poor,  %fc. — The  ftipend,  including  L.  5  allowed 
lor  glebe  and  foggage,  amounts  to  about  L.  85  yearly. 
The  manfe  was  rebuilt  about  28  years  ago,  and  fiace  that 
lime,  has  been  once  and  again  repaired.  The  Earl  of  Craw- 
Sard  18  patron. — The  average  number  of  poor  who  receive 
weekly  from  the  fciSen  is  la^  befides  thefe,  many  indi- 
gent 


^  King^ms.  257 

gmt  fionilks  receive  occafiooaU  j ;  and  the  annual  fsm  ex« 
pettded  for  their  relief  will  amonnt  to  L.  22,  fotnc  yeazt 
L.  17  Sterling.  Thefe  weekly  poor  are  all  maintained  in 
their  own  honfes,  and  are  not  allowed  to  beg  from  door  to 
door.  The  kirk-feffion  is  extremely  attentive  to  give 
them  relief  according  to  their  necefllties.  They  provide 
medical  aid  for  them  when  fick,  and  pay  the  fchoolmafler 
for  teaching  their  children  reading,  writing,  and  the  com- 
mon rules  of  arithmetic.  Befides  thefe  advantages,  their 
children  have  an  opportunity  of  attending  the  Sunday's 
fchool,  (eftabliihed  about  a  years  ago),  where  the  young 
ones  are  inftrufied  in  the  principles  of  the  Chrtfiian  faith, 
and  are  taught  to  read  and  write. 

Mifcdlamous  OiJirvations.^^Some  years  ago  vail  quan- 
tities of  haddocks  were  caught,  and  fold  at  moderate  prices ; 
bat  £ew  have  appeared  for  thefe  3  years.  Still  a  few  large 
and  fmall  cod,  ikait  uud  ling,  are  got,  but  not  in  plenty. 
At  certain  feafons  the  lobller-fifhiog  is  worthy  of  attention, 
and  thefe  all  go  to  the  London  market.  The  poor  fuffer 
much  firom  the  want  of  herring,  as  they  were  the  chief 
part  of  their  winter's  proviiion.  Early  in  fpring  and  au- 
tomn  are  the  fealbns  when  the  herring  appear ;  but  fuch 
as  are  caught  are  bought  at  exorbitant  prices  by  merchants, 
who  cure  them,  and  fend  them  up  the  Mediterranean. 
—There  is  no  account  of  any  battle  or  fea  engagements. 
Upon  the  fhore,  graves  are  found  lined  yrith  ftones,  af- 
ter  the  fame  conftrudion  they  are  met  with  in  many  places 
of  Scotland,  and  fuppofed  to  be  Danifli.— -The  only  remark- 
^le  wreck  upon  this  coaf^  happened  in  Oftober  X761. 
After  a  fevere'ftorm  from  N.  £.  a  three  mailed  veflel,  Daniih 
bnilt,  was  driven  afliore,  and  foon  went  to  pieces  ;  not  a 
hirman  creature  was  found  on  boards— On  the  confines  of 

Vol.  IV.  K  k  the 
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the  pariihy  limeftone  has  been  found  in  abundance.  IThe 
^purrj  belongs  to  the  Honourable  Henrj  Erikine  of  New- 
hally  which  he  has  taken  into  his  own  bands,  and  intends 
working  to  a  confiderablc  extent. 
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NUMBER    XXXV. 

PARISH    OF    KELLS, 
(county    of    KIRKCUDBRIGHT.) 

By  tie  Rev.  Mr  John  Gillespis* 


Name^  Situation^  Surfate^  SoU^  I^Ca 

*T*HE  name  is  Gaelic,  and  is  probably  expreffive  of  thrf 
^  fituarion,  which  is  the  highefl  in  this  part  of  the 
eoantry.  The  parilh  lies  in  the  ftcwarty  and  prefbytcry 
of  Kirkcttdbright,  and  Synod  of  Galloway.  It  is  nearly 
in  the  form  of  an  Ifofceles  triangle,  almoft  furrounded  with 
the  rivers  Ken  and  Dee.  The  Ken  runs  from  N.  to  S« 
14  miles  along  the  eaft  fide  of  it.  The  Dee  rifes  at  the 
N.  W.  end,  and  runs  along  the  W.  and  S.  till  it  meets  the 
Ken.  Its  length  is  about  15  miles;  its  grestteft  breadth^ 
at  the  N.  end,  6  miles.  It  continues  nearly  of  this  breadth 
for  6  miles  S. ,  then  gradually  diminiflies  to  5,  4,  3,  2,  x 
miles,  till  it  ends  in  a  point  at  the  jundHon  of  the  two  ri- 
vers Ken  and  Dee.  It  is  bounded  on  the  E.  by  the  pa- 
riihes  of  Parton,  Balmaclellan,  and  Dairy  \  on  the  S.  by 
Balmaghie  ;  on  the  W.  by  Girthon  and  Minnigaff;  on  the 
N.  by  Carfphaim.  The  air  is  healthful.  The  face  of  the 
country  is  hilly  and  unequal.  There  are  large  rocky  hills 
OIL  the  fouth  end,  covered  mofUy  with  heath ,  ftiU  higher. 

hills 
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hiUs  oo  the  N.  W.  covered  with  grals ;  a  great  namber  of 
kfler  rock  J  hiUs  in  the  interior  part  of  it,  interfperfed  with 
large  flats  of  mofs^  all  covered  with  heath ;  here  and  there 
18  a  large  fpot  of  meadow  and  arable  land.  The  foil  on  the 
S.  W.  and  N.  ia  fliallow,  rocky,  and  barren,  fit  only  for 
iheep-walks.  Along  the  burns  and  rivulets,  are  fpots  of 
meadow  and  arable  hind.  On  the  eaft  fide,  along  the  Ken, 
and  for  a  mile,  and  fometimes  more,  on  both  fides  of  it» 
the  land  is  moftlj  arable,  and  is  either  flat  or  floping  to- 
wards the  river.  The  flats  are  of  a  deep  rich  clay  }  the 
floping  and  higher  land,  of  a  thin,  dry,  and  kindly  £riV 
and  improved  with  dung,  the  only  manure  the  country 
affords,  yields  good  crops.  Some  of  it  of  late  has  been 
improved  with  lime  and  marl,  and  fuHy  repaid  the  ezpenoe. 
The  flat  land  at  the  head  of  Loch  Ken,  confifiing  of  aoo 
acres,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  richeft  fpots  in  Scotland.  It  is 
df  a  deep  dayifli  foil,  enriched  by  the  overflowing  of  Loch 
Ken,  which  covers  it  feveral  times  during  winter  and  Ipring, 
and,  like  the  Nile,  leaves  behind  it  the  iaits,  oik,  and  fat 
earths,  carried  down  by  the  Ken  \  fo  that  many  acres  pro- 
duce 300  ftone  of  natural  hay,  and  the  arable  is  fertile  in 
prop<»tion.  Some  of  it  has  been  cropped  25  times  fuccet 
fively,  without  any  manure,  but  what  it  receives  from  the 
inundation  of  Loch  Ken.  In  great  &lls  of  nun,  the  rivers 
Dee  and  Ken  rife  near  7  feet  perpendicular,  by  which  large 
tracks  of  meadow  and  low  land  are  kid  under  water.  When 
thefe  happen  in  hay  time,  or  in  harvefl,  they  greatly  da- 
mage, and  often  carry  away  large  quantities  of  hay  and 
com.  They  come  fo  fuddenly,  that  there  is  no  guarding 
againfi  them.  But  if  in  winter,  which  is  ofteneft  the  cafe, 
they  rather  better  the  land* 

Lakiij  EfTc— There  are  6  lophs,  befides  Loch  Ken,  3  o£ 
which,  on  the  north  end  9i  the  panibf  are  fioiied  with 

troui^ 
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tnnit }  the  o&er  3,  on  the  ibath  end,  near  Loch  Ken,  Aoreil 
with  pike.  Loch  Ken  is  5  miles  long,  and  from  \  to  j^of 
a  mile  broad.  Loch  Ken  and  Loch  Dee  are  but  one  loch^  coo- 
tinned  xo  noiles  long.  They  abound  vrith  pike,  trout,  perch, 
eel,  and  lalmon.  TJie  pike  grovr  to  a  very  large  iize.  The 
head  of  one,  caught  with  the  rod,  is  preCrrved  at  Kenmore 
Caftle,  which  weighed  57  lb.  Some  are  frequently  caught 
from  aolb.  to  30  lb. ;  trout  and  perch,  from  i  lb.  to  61b. ; 
and  feveral  trouts  have  been  taken,  weighing  8  lb.  They 
are  in  the  greateft  perfeftion  in  May,  June,  and  July.  Few 
are  expofed  to  £de.  Loch  Ken  and  Loch  Dee  are  navi* 
gable*  Boats  of  confiderable  burden  are  frequently  em- 
ployed in  bringing  up  m^rl  from  the  Carling-work  Looh, 
and  carrying  down  fir,  afii,  and  oak-wood,  with  which 
this  hilly  country  abounds.  There  is  a  (almon-fiihing  on 
the  Dee.  At  its  firft  eredion,  about  30  years  ago,  it  was 
let  at  about  L.  lo.  It  has  never  been  very  produAive. 
There  is  another  .fifliing  in  this  paoih,  claimed  as  no  man's 
property,  that  cannot  be  eafily  eftimated.  I  mean  a  p^atl 
fiibery.  In  dry  fummers,  great  number  of  pearls  ate 
fidied  here ;  ibme  of  great  fize,  and  fine  water,  and  aoe 
Cold  'from  IS.  to  L.  X,  xs.  according  to  their  fize  and 
beauty. 

Aii05.-~Tliere  is  on  the  fouth  end  of  this  parilh,  a  range 
of  high  hills,  lying  from  N.  W.-  to  S.  E.  5  .miles  in  lengdi,. 
and  npwards  of  3  miles  over,  of  one  continued  folid  maik 
of  granite,  almoft  naked,  only  here  and  there  fome  fpoCs 
of  heath.  The  floping  fides  of  thefe  hills,  and  the  flats 
near  Acmy  for  a  mile  S.  W.  are  covered  with  large  maffes 
of  looie  rock,  all  granite  *,  fo  thid^,  that  you  naay  almoft 
walk  orer  them ;  and  fo  big,  thatmany  of  them  are  ^xo 
tons  weight.  Thefe  are  not  broken.pieces  of  roek,  fidkft 
from  the  hills,  £ar  the  .hiUs  axe  entire}  and  if  they  were, 
eoold  never  have  come  to  their  prefent  fituation.    The 
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number,  fize,  and  fitaadon  of  theTe  loofe  rocks,  are  a  great 
natural  curiofity.  At  the  end  of  thefe  hills,  in  the  fame 
diredion,  is  another  rocky  hill,  containing  great  quantities 
of  iron-ftone  \  but,  as  fuel  is  icarce,  and  coal  diftant,  ic 
cannot  be  turned  to  an j  advantage.  Thefe  hills  are  the 
natural  foil  for  goats.  On  the  weft  fide,  and  north  end  of 
the  pariih,  the  hills  are  ftill  higher,  covered  with  gra£>, 
but  of  a  bad  quality.  Thefe  hills  are  called  the  Kelb 
Range,  and  are  feen  at  40  miles  diflance ;  fo  hi^,  that 
there  is  Inow  upon  them  for  8,  and  fometimes  9  months  in 
the  year.  They  are  the  very  ridge  or  higheft  land  in  Gal* 
loway,  and  the  middle  between  the  two  feas  on  the  W. 
and  S.  £.  As  a  proof  of  this,  the  rivers  Ken  and  Dee, 
which  rife  on  the  eaft  fide,  run  to  the  S.  £.  fea  at  Kirk* 
codbright ;  and  the  Don,  which  rifes  on  the  N.  W.  fide 
of  thefe,  runs  to  the  fea  near  Ayr.  Thefe  are  a  part  of  a 
range  of  high  hills,  running  from  W.  to  £.  by  Leadhilb, 
the  whole  breadth  of  Scotland.  There  is  a  great  natural 
curiofity  to  be  feen  on  the  fide  of  one  of  thefe  hills.  The 
Rocking  StofUj  of  8  or  10  tons  weight,  fo  nicely  balanced 
on  2  or  3  points  or  excrefcences,  that  it  moves  from  one  to 
the  other,  by  the  preflure  of  the  finger.  Captain  Grofle, 
lafi  harveft,  fent  and  took  a  drawing  of  it  \  and  fome  anti- 
quaries think  it  has  been  a  Druidical  place  of  worihip.  It 
ihould  feem  that  the  ftone  was  formed  by  nature,  juft  as 
we  fee  it ;  and  ly  ing  on  a  ftrata  of  mois,  a  or  3  inches  deep, 
the  rains  have  in  time  waflied  away  this  mofi  or  earth,  and 
left  the  fione  refting  on  theb  points. 

Minerals. — ^There  is  1  flate  quarry  in  the  north  end  of 
this  parifh,  formerly  wrought,  but,  by  unfkilful  manage- 
ment, has  fallen  into  difirepute.  If  funk  deeper,  and  ikil- 
fuUy  wrought,  it  might  be  valuable,  and  fuperfede  the  ule 
of  Engliih  flate,  brought  hither  at  a  great  ezpenoe.    The 
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lead  mine  on  Sir  William  MUer's  eftate,  has  never  been 
wrought  to  an  J  extent.  Within  half  a  mile  of  it,  on  the 
fame  eftate,  is  the  appearance  of  a  copper  mine.  Some 
miners,  about  la  years  ago,  palBng  from  LeadhiUs  to  Min- 
nigaff,  obferved  it,  and  wrought  fome  days  for  a  trial ;  and 
finding  the  appearance  promifing,  wifhed  to  take  a  tack  of 
it ;  but  dilagreeing  with  the  landlord  about  the  terms,  it 
has  been  negleded  ever  fince.  Near  the  Kenmore,  a  miles 
further  S.  there  is  an  appearance  of  lead.  Pieces  of  the 
ore  have  been  dug  up  almoft  on  the  furface.  Both  thefe 
are  probably  a  part  of  the  &me  Srata  of  lead,  wrought 
with  fo  much  advantage  at  Minnigaff,  18  miles  S.W.  o£ 
thisy  and  might  perhaps  be  wrought  with  equal  profit  here. 

^/uVm//.— Foxesy  haresi  wild  cats  and  badgers,  find  ex- 
cellent cover  in  our  woods ;  otters  in  the  banks  of  our  ri- 
vers ;  of  thofe  laft,  our  fportfmen,  in  time  of  froft,  defiroy 
great  numbers.  There  is  plenty  of  black  and  red  game 
in  our  moors.  Partridges  are  not  £b  numerous  as  in  more 
com  countries.  Tarmagants  are  on  our  high  hills.  Plover 
and  fiiipe  in  low  and  marfhy  lands.  Eagles  of  a  large 
fize  build  on  the  tops  of  precipices  and  high  rocks.  One 
killed  lately,  meafured  from  the  tips  of  the  wings  7  feet. 
Swallows  and  cuckoos  make  their  appearance  about  the 
beginning  of  April ;  wood-cocks  in  the  latter  end  of  har- 
veft,  when  the  weather  begins  to  be  cold.  In  a  hard  win- 
ter, flocks  of  geefe  and  fwans  come  to  Loch  Ken ;  wild 
ducks  and  teals  are  there  in  great  abundance  at  all  fea- 

foQS. 

PofuUaion^ — ^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter*s  report,  the 
numbers  were  784.  For  10  years  paft,  the  average  has 
been,  marrii^es  6;  births  23.  Inhabited  houfes  are  at 
pre&nt  x%o\  73  of  which  are  in  the  town  of  New  GaJ* 

loway. 
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Itftmj.  The  rnimber  of  fods  «t  prefent  k  869 ;  floks 
438 ;  females  431.  Nine  wrights,  3  fiauths,  7  tailon,  13 
weavers,  7  {hoemakers,  4  mafons,  a  miUeriy  2  djen^  a 
tanners ;  apprentices  7.  MUe  kbooring  IbrvantB  36,  fe- 
male 47 «  ftndents  at  edUeges  5.  There  ia  i  furgeon,  fdi^ 
merljr  !•  The  people  are  moftly  of  the  EflmUiflied  Chnrcfa, 
there  being  only  2  Seceders.  The  number  of  inhabitants 
has  greatlj  decreaied  finoe  17649  occafiened  paitly  bj  the 
too  common  pradice  of  uniting  feveral  firms  into  oae ; 
partly  to  the  afanofttotd  difbfe  of  cottagers  and  fubtenantt; 
partly  to  the  praAice  of  feuing  out  lands,  and  bmUing 
Tillages  on  the  high  roads ;  and  partly  to  the  high  rent  of 
fn^all  pofleffions,  which  compel  the  poorer  fort  to  retire  to 
thefe  villages.  The  proportion  between  the  annual  births 
and  whole  population  is  as  x  to  67  nearly.  Between  the 
annual  marriages  and  the  whole  population,  as  r  to  145 
nearly.  Some  families  emigrated  to  America  immediately 
4>efbre  die  rebellion  of  the  colonies.  Some  young  people, 
both  msdes  and  females,  leave  the  parifli  as  fervants.  Several 
young  men  of  fpirit  go  to  the  Weft  Indies  as  phnteia  and 
merchants.  Some  go  to  England  to  puih  their  fiirtunes, 
as  pedlars,  and,  when  fober  and  hsduftrious,  commonly  re^ 
torn,  after  10  or  la  years,  with  L.  800  or  L.900,  or 
L.  xooo.  Several  return  from  the  Weft  Indies,  after  x6 
or  17  years,  witii  genteel  fortunes ;  and  fdme  yoong  men 
choofe  a  fea-faring  life. 

Agriathuri^  lie. — There  are  between  aSo  and  ape  acres 
annually  employed  in  raifing  oats;  xj  pr  16  in  bear  and 
rye  -,  between  70  and  80  in  potatoes ;  no  wheat ;  cabbage, 
ttimip,  and  other  roots  are  only  raifed  in  gardens ;  little 
ftax  or  hemp.  Potatoes  make  a  principal  article  of  the 
food  of  the  lower  chiTes  of  people.  Oata  ave  iown  firom 
the  nuddle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April ;  reaped  from 

the 


rtfe  totb  of  AugHft  to  tke  middle  of  OOober.  Potatoes 
planted  in  March,  readj  for  digging  aboat  Lammas.  Cropi 
earlier  near  New  Gallotray,  and  along  the  Ken,  than  on 
the  moorifli  and  wefterly  part  of  the  pariih,  by  feveral 
weeks,  and  better  filled.  Manj  farms  are  indofed  ^  bnt 
the  great  extent  and  barrennels  of  others,  difconrage  the 
attempt.  There  are  32  farmers  in  the  pariih,  each  of 
whoaa  have  one  or  more  ploughs.  Several  labouring  men 
have  crofts  and  fmall  pofleffions,  and  each  have  a  plough. 
The  old  Scots  plough,  drawn  bj  4  horfes  abreaft,  is  laid 
afide,  and  a  lighter  one  adopted.  Hiejr  break  up  their 
Iey«groimd  now  with  3  horfes  inilead  of  4,  and  fometimes 
with  3,  and  t  man  iervant,  and  in  the  following  crops  with 
2  hories.  The  ploughs  in  the  parifli  are  55 ;  carts  47; 
carriages  1 ;  no  waggons. — The  parifh  needs  a  great  deal 
of  more  meal,  barley  and  malt  than  it  produceth%  There 
are  nearly  17,400  flieep ;  1550  black  cattle;  150  horfes; 
aoo  goaxs.  The  farmers  depend  on  the  fide  of  their  black 
cattle,  flieep  and  wool,  for  the  means  of  paying  their  renty 
and  fupplying  their  families  with  what  other  articles  of 
provifion  and  clothing  they  may  need.  A  fmall  quantity 
of  cheefe  is  exported.  The  butter  is  all  employed  in 
finearing  iheep,  and  not  fufficient  for  that  purpofe.  There 
is  fome  imported  from  the  weft  country,  or  from 
England.-— The  land-rent  b  nearly  L.  3000  Sterling.  The 
rent  of  good  arable  and  meadow  ground,  is  from  12  s.  to 
16s.  the  acre*,  of  the  beft  meadow  land,  30s.  No  artx-> 
fidai  grafj  was  fown  here  till  within  thefe  xo  years ;  at 
prefent  there  may  be  ao  acres.  It  cannot  be  raifed  1>ut  by 
lime  or  marl,  and  the-  dlftance  of  eadi  is  fo  great,  as  dif* 
conragea  the  fbrmefs ;  the  Ikne  30,  and  the  marl  14  miles 
dtAant*  The  prefenc  miniftet  wa^  the  firft  who  brought 
mad  to  tbe  Gktfkens  *,  the  pfojeiV  Was  Iftdgjhed  at,  aisi  too 
cxpenfive  ;•  but  on  feeing  fiie  rich  crt)p9  it'proiJuded,  amply 
Vol..  IV.  LI  rewarding 
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lewardmg'  the  labour  and  ezpence,  his  czampk  wis  foon 
CoUowed ;  and  now,  both  fides  of  the  Ken  are  eniidted 
by  it ;  and  befides,  the  grain  arifing  from  this  mode  of 
cultivationy  be  has  the  fatbfadion  of  having  infpired  bis 
people  with  a  fptrit  of  indoftrj ;  and  now,  when  marl 
cannot  be  conveniently  got,  they  have  recourfe  to  lime, 
and  find  that  it  pays  them  very  well.  There  is  no  matl 
in  Galloway  beyond  xo  miles  'from  the  fea.  Here  we  are 
24  miles  diftant.  The  cultivation  by  marl  is  principally 
owing  to  the  exertions  of  Mr  Gordon  of  Greenlaw,  a  very 
public  fpirited  gentleman,  the  (heriffof  the  county,  who 
not  only  encouraged  the  draining  of  the  Carliagworii 
Loch,  where  there  are  immenfe  beds  of  IhelUmarl,  but  it  his 
own  ezpence  made  a  canal  3  miles  in  length,  to  join  Loch 
Dee,  and  conftru£led  a.  number  of  flat  bottomed  boats  of 
different  dimenfions,  to  cany  the  marl  from  the  Carling- 
work  Loch  up  the  Dee  and  Ken  to  this  place ;  foroe  of 
which  carry  20  double  cart  load,  at  20  feet  fquare  to  the 
cart  load,  or  400  folid  feet  of  marl. — ^There  are  inwards 
of  500  acres  of  natural  wood  in  difierent  fpots  in  this  pa^ 
ri{h,  confiding  moftly  of  oak,  aih,  birch,  alder,  hazel 
Thefe  woods  have  been  mofily  cut  within  thefe  25 
years,  and  the  young  plants  are  in  a  thriving  ftate. 
Much  old  fir  is  in  the  parifii.  Many  acres  of  young  fix 
were  lately  planted.  About  80  acres  in  lochs,  befides 
Loch  Ken.  There  has  been  a  large  foreft  in  the  north  end 
of  this  parifli ;  two  large  farms  flill  retain  the  name  of 
Upper  and  Nether  Fotefi,  and  a  large  flat  of  meadow 
caUed  the  King's  Holm.  This  foreft  has  been  anciently 
flocked  with  deer  \  feveral  of  them  were  running  wild  on 
our  moors  about  ao  years  ago.  Some  old  people  remem- 
ber to  have  feen  near  20  of  them.  Since  that  time,  their 
number  has  gradually  decreafed ;  the  laft  of  them  was 
l^Udd  7  or  8  years  ago.    Deer  were  plenty  on  the  hills 
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and  moors  on  the  fonth  end  of  this  parifliy  about  60  yean 
4^»  and  were  ckimed  as  the  property  of  Lord  Kenmore ; 
at  piefent  they  are  all  deftroyed* . 

Advantages  and DiJadvantage^*^^lLhit  peculiar  advantages 
of  this  pariih  are  thele :  The  particular  richnels  of  the  tafte 
and  flavour  of  the  mutton  fed  on  our  high  hills^  above  that 
fed  on  the  lower  and  richer  grounds ;  a  town,  with,  a  con-^ 
jlant  weekly  market ;  a  poft-office ;  the  high  road  from 
Edinbur^  to  Portpatricky  and  from  Glafgow  to  Kirkcudr 
bright  paffing  through  it,  and  crolSng  one  another  at  New 
Cralloway.— -The  peculiar  diiadvantages  of  it  are,  the  high 
fitnation  of  the  ground,  rendering  the  high  hills  cold  and 
fiormy,  and  dangerous  to  ibeep ;  the  bad -roads  through  the 
interior  parts  of  it;  the  pernicious  quality  of  a  fpecies  of 
grais  to  the  health  of  the  fheep  in  2  or  3  £anns  on  the  fide 
of  the  Dee,  in&fiing  them  with  a  difeafe  called  the  Van- 
quifli,  f .  e.  it  weakens,  waftes,  and  would  at  lail  kill  them^ 
unkis  removed  to  another  Gum ;  but  are  no  fooner  removed 
than  they  recover  their  health,  and  gradually  their  flrength 
and  fatnels.  This  difeafe  is  of  a  different  nature  from  the  rot ; 
for  rotten  flieep  put  upon*  thefe  farms  (1  am  told)  often  re- 
cover.—The  heft  means  of  meliorating  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  this  pariih^  would  be,  xfi.  Encouraging  and  pro- 
moting a  woollen  manufadory  at  New  Galloway ;  idly,  Im<- 
proving  the  breed  of  iheep,  and  quality  of  the  wool.  This 
laft  has  already  been  attempted,  and  in  ibme  meafure  ef« 
feded,  by  the  premium  given  by  the  Society  for  the  En- 
couragement of  Fifhing  and  ManufEiftures,  and,  if  conti- 
nued, will  ftill  more  promote  this  good  purpofe.  sdly.  Ma- 
king a  canal  from  the  tea  by  the  Garlingwork  Loch,  to 
join  Loch  Dee,  a  fcheme  fome  years  ago  projected,  the 
ground  forveyed  and  levelled*  and  the  ezpence  eftimated, 
but  of  late  dropped.    This  would  be  a  great  advantage  to 
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dus  place,  fer  impoctiiig  freeftoae,  limey  fcc.  Car  the  pmw 
pole  of  boildnigt  and  of  mdioratmg  the  kod.  4^117,  Bf 
making  or  meoding  that  part  of  the  road  leading  from 
Portpatrick  to  Edinburgh,  by  New  GaHoway  from  IGn- 
oigaff  to  Monnihive,  aad  boilding  bridges  over  die  Ken, 
efpedall J  one  at  New  Galloway,  wfaiA  is  often  impafiable 
by  fords  or  ferry-boats,  and  alfo  by  making  or  mi>«*B«g 
the  road  leading  from  New  Galloway,  erofr  the  moors  by 
Shawhead  to  Dumfries.  This  woold  not  only  be  a  great 
advantage  to  New  Qalloway,  but  to  die  country  in  gene- 
tal;  for  as  this  road  horn  PortpadridL  toEdinbar^  by 
Hew  Galbway  is  1 5  miles  nearer  than  by  Carlingwock  and 
Dumfries,  and  the  road  from  Portpatrick  to  Dumfries  10 
miles  nearer  by  New  CSalloway  than  by  the  Carlingwork, 
all  travellers  from  Ireland  and  the  fliire  of  GaUoway  xx%n 
veiling  to  Edinburgh,  Dumfries  and  England,  and  all  the 
Irifli  cattle  exported  to  England,  which  amount  to  many  / 
thoufands  yearly,  would  pais  this  way,  and  aUb  all  travel- 
lers  from  Edinburgh  to  Ireland,  or  ihire  of  Galloway. 

Stipmi,  School,  Poor,  C^r«— The  ftipend  is  L.  80 : 1  z  :  3^. 
The  glebe  is  worth  L.  7.  The  King  is  patron.  The  chmcb 
was  rebuilt  1745,  and  repaired  1788.  The  manfe  was  r&* 
paired  1765  and  1788,  and  is  ftill  a  bad  houfe,  and  too  Utdo 
to  accommodate  die  minifier*s  family.  The  number  of  he* 
sitors  ia  lOy  J  of  whom  refide. — ^There  is  a  public  ficbool  at 
New  Galloway  In  this  parilh.  The  fchool>houfe  was  re* 
built  laft  year,  and  rendered  more  commodious  ;  the  year* 
ly  falary  aoo  marks  Scots;  fcholars,  at  an  average  through 
die  year,  about  36;  (alary  included,  worth  L.3a  a-year; 
wages  for  EngKfli,  i-s.  6d.  a»quarter,  EngUfli  and  writings 
fts.  writing  and  arithmetic,  as.  6d.  arithmedc,  38*  Latin, 
58.  This  fcbool  is  inadequate  to  ferve  fo  large  andeztenfivo 
a  paiiih.    b  can  only  Idrve  New  Galloway,  and  that  pan 
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of  ibe  parifli  that  is  witbin  a  or  three  miles  of  it.  Such  as 
are  fiurtber  diftaott  hire  yocmg  lads  into  tHeir  &milies,  that 
have  been  bred  at  the  public  ichool,  to  teach  their  children 
EaglUhy  and  the  firft  principles  of  Writing  and  arithmetic^ 
which  they  can  do  for  L.  3  or  L.  4  a^year.  When  4  or  5 
&milies  lie  coodgnous  to  one  another^  they  hire  a  teacher 
among  them,  for  which  they  pay  from  L.  5  to  L.  6,  with 
viduak.}  and  by  thb  means  all  the  diiMren  in  the  pariih 
are  taoght  to  read  and  write.^— At  an  average  for  the  laft 
la  yearst  the  number  of  poor*  quarterly  fupplied  with  alms, 
is  11;  average  of  coUedions  for  that  time,  L.ia,  ios.v 
intereft  of  a  fund  received  in  legacies,  and  otherwife,  L.  8, 
los.i  which  together  makeL.ix,  given  annually  to  the 
poor* 

Pric0s^  Wagetf  Hc^ — In  ^^6s9  beef  was  from  3  s.  to  4  s» 
mutton  from  2 s.  6d«  to  3 s»  6  d.  the  Engliih  fione,  a  good 
kmb  3  s.  a  dozen  of  eggs  i  d.  a  hen  4d.  a  duck  5  d.  &c» 
At  pre£ent  (1791)  the  prices  are  nearly  doubled^ — ^The 
wages  of  a  dayJabourer  are  from  6  d.  to  8  d.  and  yiduals  ; 
without  vidualsy  from  i  s.  to  i  s.  a  d.  The  annual  wages 
of  alabonring  man  fervant  are  from  L.  5  to  L.  7 ;  of  a  maid 
fervant,  from  L.  3  to  L.  4.  A  healthy  and  induftrious  maa 
is  able  to  maintain  and  bring  up  a/fieunily.— The  fiiel  com* 
mooly  made  ufe  of  is  peat;  fcarce  at  New  Gvalloway  and 
neighbourhood.  The  mofs  is  3  miles  diftant,  inacceffible 
to  carts»  by  reafon  of  the  badnefr  of  the  roads ;  carried 
home  in  com-iSMsksv  on  horles  backs,  whichi  coniidering 
the  dilbiice»  greatly  inoreafe  the  ezpence,  and  hinder  the 
poorer  iiart»  who  have  not  horfes  of  their  own^  from  get* 
ting  home  a  fiiflkienc  quantity;  they  have  recourfe  to 
broom,  furxe,  and  other  bruih-wood,  to  fupfly  the  defi* 
oency.  In  all  other  parts  of  the  pariih  peat  is  plenty^ 
of  eafy  acoefr^  and  of  good  quality.    Every  fiunily  cut 
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their  own  peftt,  and  thcngh  brought  home  on  horfes  baick%. 
as  the  diftance  is  ihort,  have  fufficient  fbel  at  a  verj  trifling 
expence.  Mach  coal  is  ufed  bj  the  better  fint,  brought  in 
carts  from  Dalmellington,  near  ao  miles  diftant.  Tboogh 
New  Gallowaj  is  finely  fituatedfor  a  woollen  manu£idiire, 
Che  difficultj  of  finding  ^el  has  hitherto  difirouraged  the 
manofaftarer  from  fiating  there,  and  hindered  both  die 
increafe  and  improvement  of  the  burgh.  But  now  when 
roads  are  opening  up,  and  mofles  rendered  acceffible  to 
carts,  both  the  expence  and  difficulty  will  be  leflened ;  Cor 
a  cart  with  i  horfe  will  carry  as  many  as  7  horics  on  their 
backs. 

Mifctttaneous  Objervaiions. — The  people  are  of  the  com- 
mon fizcy  between  5  feet  7  inches,  and  6  feet,  rather  ftronger 
madei  and  of  a  more  rofy  and  better  complexion  than  tfaofe 
in  the  low  country ;  owing,  perhaps,  to  their  not  being 
aocnftomed  to  fuch  hard  labour,  to  their  living  better,  and 
eating  more  animal  food.  There  is  no  part  of  Scotland 
where  the  poor  live  better,  or  eat  fo  much  animal  fixKl, 
as  in  this  moor  country. — ^There  are  no  public  manufac- 
tures. The  people  in  general  are  frugal  and  induftrious, 
and  manufiidure  moft  of  the  woollen  and  linen  cloth  ufed 
by  them.  '  They  are  fond  of  mufic,  dancing,  and  other  fo- 
dal  amufements.— A  part  of  the  landed  property  has  been 
of  late  years  exchanged,  owing  partly  to  the  fiulnre  of  the 
Douglas  and  Heron  Bank,  which  has  much  diftreffed  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  partly  to  other  caufes.  It  {old  at 
between  24  and  30  years  purchafe.—- Since  1780,  when  the 
aft  of  Parliament  was  obtained  for  con  verfion  of  the  (btnte* 
labour,  high-roads  have  been  made  and  repaired  by  affeff- 
ments  on  tip  pariih,  not  exceeding  L.  i  the  L.  100  of  valu- 
ation. Yet  this  is  fo  inadequate  to  tho  making  and  repair* 
ing  extenfive  roads,  that  many  of  them  are  ftiU  in  bad  or* 

der. 


of  Kells.  ay  I 

der.     There  are  ekven  ftoae  bridges,    and   which   are 
kept  in  good  repair.    One  of  theon,  of  two  arches^  over 
the  large  bum  of  Paharrow,  is  the  private  donation  of  one 
Qmntin  Maclurg,  a  tailor,  who  lived  in  that  neighbour- 
hood about  60  years  ago.    Being  often  in  fear  and  dangcfr 
of  his  life,  in  pafling  and  repafling  this  bom,  to  £erve  bis 
cofiomers,  he  refolved  that  no  one  after  him  flioold  be  in 
inch  jeopardy  ^gain,  and  ereAed  this  bridge  out  of  the  earn* 
ing^  of  his  trade,  which  was  never  more  than  4  d.  a-daj. 
His  name  ftill  remains  engraven  on  a  large  flone  on  the  top 
of  the  bridge,  as  a  teftimony  of  bis  public  fpiritd^-There 
are  only  2  inns  in  New  Galloway,  where  entertainment  can 
be  had  for  men  and  borfes.    TThere  are  7  finaller  ale-honfes 
in  the  town,  and  3  in  the  country  pari(h ;  but  as  the&  can* 
not  afford  to  pay  the  licence,  they  fiell  only  profefiedly  in 
time  of  fidrs.    Formerly  there  were  double  that  number ; 
but  of  late  years,  the  law  has  been  fo  rigoroufly  executed, 
and  heavy  fines  impofed  on  fuch  as  feU  without  licence, 
that  many  of  them  have  given  up  fielling ;  and  happy  for 
the  country  that  it  is  fo,  as  cheap  whiiky  has  now  £Dund 
its  way  here. — ^Within  thefe  10  years,  7  houfes  have  been 
built  and  rebuilt  in  the  town  of  New  Galloway,  3  of  which 
are  2  ftories  high ;  befides  x  built  for  a  tannery,  lately  fet 
up  there,  and  now  carried  on  to  a  great  extent.    In  the 
country  part  of  the  pariih  there  are  4  houfes  built,  and  3  re- 
built, 4  of  l^hich  are  a  fiories  high,  and  elegantly  fitted  out. 
A  better  tafte  for  neatneis  and  elegance  is  getting  into  this 
country,  and  which  always  bears  fome  proportion  to  the  fpi- 
fix  of  induftry.  Gentlemen  are  not  only  building  more  ele- 
gant houfes  for  themfehres,  but  are  alfo  giving  better  and 
more  convenient  houfes  to  their  tenants.    So  many  new 
hooles  are  no  proof  of  the  increafe  of  population ;  on  die 
contrary,  the  figurmers  meet  with  greater  encouragement 
£rom  the  landlords,  in  accumulating  feveral  Anns  into  one; 

ft 
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fo  that  mote  honfet  are  gone  to  rvio,  for  want  of  inhabU 
taiiti»  diaii  have  been  bnik  and  rebuilt.^ — ^The  pcefent  cs* 
flom  of  cmpfeyiag  hired  icrvants,  who  live  in  the  fiunily, 
anftead  of  cottagers,  has  its  advantages  and  difadvantagei. 
The  advantages  feem  to  be  thefe :  ift.  They  are  more  nn« 
der  tlM  mailer's  eye,  and  more  nnder  his  command  day  and 
nighty  than  the  cottagers,  who  often  five  at  a  diftance,  and 
th^  diemfelves  obliged  to  work  only  ftated  hosts :  adly. 
An  induilrioiis  temuit  can  often  make  mote  of  the  benefit 
commonly  given  so  cottagers,  eipectally  when  given  in  knd^ 
or  in  grab  to  cows  and  iheep,  which  was  formerly  the  cafr, 
than  will  pay  die  wages  of  a  hired  iervant. — The  diiadvan* 
tages  feem  to  be,  xft.  The  decreafe  of  population ;  fior  ex- 
aaaple,  there  is  x  tenant  in  this  pariih  that  rents  L.  300  a^ 
year,  and  pofltfles  j  different  fiu'ms,  an  which,  about  xo 
yeais  ago,  vrere  7  tenants  and  7  cottagers,  which  make  14 
famiilics;  but  now  diere  are  only  xo  fiunilies  in  thefe  fiurmsi 
which  is  a  decreafe  of  4  fianijics,  calculating  thefe  at  4^ 
whioh  I  find  is  the  calculation  neareft  to  the  trutfi,  in  the 
country  part  of  this  parifli,  is  17  perfens  fewer  than  for- 
merly, sdly,  The  iacreafe  of  the  price  of  labour.  Cot- 
tagers were  formerly  nurferies  for  breeding  up  fervants,  and 
fiomiibed  numbers  fufficient  for  fupplying  the  wants  of  the 
pariih,  and  fo  kept  down  the  price  of  labour ;  but  now  the 
difufe  of  them  leflens  the  number  of  labouring  fervants, 
the  wages  of  whom  rife  or  fell  in  proportion  to^heir  num- 
bers \  and  being  fcarce  for  want  of  proper  nurferies  for 
them,  the  price  of  labour  is  greatly  increafed,  and  nrafl  in- 
creafe,  as  the  fpirit  of  induAry  increafcs,  and  handsale 
wanted;  fo  that  the  difufe  of  cottagers  is,  amongft  many 
others,  one  great  caufe  of  the  iacreafe  of  die  price  of  k- 
Wr.  3dly,  This  difufe,  and  the  high  rent  of  iaaSk 
poflTeflSpnsy  difeoumge  matrimony  in  yoimg  pe(^e  who 
W^  fenraalB««-iNew  Galloway  is  a  royal  burgh*  It  has 
'•  four 
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four  (alts  in  the  year.  Here  is  m  excellent  meal-market  i 
for  as  meal  and  barley  are  a]m«ft  always  ad.  andmoflly  3d. 
the  ftcne  cheaper  here  than  at  Dalmellentcm  and  (hue  of  Ayr^ 
great  quantities  are  purchafed  at  New  Galloway,  and  Car- 
ried thither,  where  they  meet  with  a  ready  mttrket>-Tba 
Pari&  of  Glenlee,  where  there  is  a  hoofe  elegantly  fitticd  up 
by  the  hte  Lord  Ptefident,  Sir  Thomas  Miller,  is'^one 
of  the  fineft  fitnations  in  this  hilly  country.  It  is  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Ken,  at  the  head  of  a  beaotifiil 
holni,forroanded  with  hiUs,  finely  fkirted  with  natural  wood^ 
and  ihdtered  with  dumps  of  fir,  and  fine  old  oak.  Two 
hfiautifnl  cafcades,  or  falls  of  water,  are  near  it.— There  is 
ftill  to  be  feen  the  veftige  of  a  road  from  the  King's  Holm 
to  the  cafile  of  Dindcuck,  3  miles  diflant.  But  who  this 
kbg  was,  tradition  itielf  does  not  iay«  This  old  caflle  or 
abbey,  or  whatever  it  was,  is  now  in  ruins,  and  has  all  t|ie 
maiks  oi  having  been  a  ftrong  place.  Some  arched  cd«* 
lais,  and  fome  pieces  of  the  mouldered  walls,  are  aU  that  M-» 
main  of  a  large  building. 
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NUMBER    XXXVI. 

PARISH   ov  KILMALCOLM* 

(county  OF  REKFREW), 

Bj  ite  Jtfv.  Mr  Johk  Bmwk. 

Sttmnfioih  S0H  jOtj  Ve. 

THE  ptrifli  18  fitiMted  in  the  prdbyleiy  of  Pitiiley,  and 
Synod  of  Glafgow  and  Ayr.  It  18  about  6  miks 
fqoarty  bounded  on  the  W.  by  the  paiiikea  of  Port*Giaf« 
gow,  Greenock,  Innerkip  and  Largo,  on  the  E.  by  Kilallan 
and  Houfion,  on  the  S.  by  Kilbarchan  and  Lochwhinodii 
and  on  the  N.  by  Erflune  and  the  river  Qyde.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  country  is  more  moorifh  than  toward  the  eaft 
of  it,  abounding  much  with  rocks ;  but  not  monntainoosi 
though  there  are  frequent  gentle  rifings  on  the  fhrfiBice.  The 
foil  is  ihallowy  and  in  a  moift  feafon  is  very  prolific  in  grais 
and  cori^r  Little  barley  or  bear  is  raifed,  though  I  can* 
ceive,  if  the  ground  was  properly  prepared,  it  would  pro- 
duce this  grain  with  equal  fucceis.  The  air  in  general  is 
moift,  and  there  are  frequent  heavy  rains  from  the  weftera 
fliores,  often  accompanied  with  high  winds.  The  inhabit 
tants  are  generally  healthy^  The  moft  frequent  di&ales  axe 
fevers,  confumptions  and  rheumatilms,  occafioncd,  perhaps^ 

among 
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smoog  die  common  people,  from  frequent  wetnefi  and  damp 
cottages.  The  waters  of  Grieff  and  Duchal  run  through  the 
parUh  from  the  W.  abounding  with  fine  trouts;  in  the 
^wning  feafon  fahnon  come  from  the  Clyde,  and  leave  im* 
menfe  quantities  of  frj,  which  remain  till  April,  and  then 
retnm  to  Clyde ;  by  cutting  a  fin  as  a  mark,  feveral  have 
been  taken  next  feidbn  to  the  fize  of  18  and  ao  inches,  fa 
quick  is  their  growth  in  fait  water.  There  is  alfo  fine 
parr.  The  Clyde  produces  kelp  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
pariih,  but  it  is  not  much  ufed  for  manure. 

Po/dbffoif.— At  th^  time  of  Dr  Webfler's  report  the 
numbers  were  1495.  By  a  late  enumeration  there  were  951 
perfons,  of  whom  were  443  males  9  508  females. 
Tears.        Baptifms.        Marriages.        Burials. 


1784 

3a 

la 

32 

1785 

45 

»5 

2X 

X786 

33 

XI 

28 

1787 

3S 

13 

x6 

1788 

45 

12 

29 

77«9 

3* 

< 

«4 

1790 

38 

IX 

>7 

%6i  80  157 

Yearly  average    —  — —  ■ 

nearly  37  11       *  aa 

There  is  a  fmall  village  at  the  church  containing  about  45 
houfes  and  126  perfons.  There  are  5  wrights,  a  Variety  of 
profeffing  mafons,  2  clockm&kers,  and  8  weavers,  35  Secc- 
deis,  and  18  of  the  fefi  called  Macmillanites.  Suicide  is 
very  rare,  only  one  inflance  is  in  remembrance,  which  hap* 
pened  laft  year  by  a  perfim  Who  foif  fome  time  before  had 
ken  uoobled  in  mind. 

jigticulturef 
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jfgricuUurif  E/c— FbatiDg ,  is  icarce,  eTreptipg  nbaat 
Finlayfton,  Duchal,  Carncuran  and  Craigbate,  where  the 
lime-tree  abouiubt  and  the  foil  is  fovourable  £or  its  growdi  ^ 
there  is  alfo  the  ehni  oak,  plane  and  fir,  aad  at  Dudial 
|)eech  is  in  confiderable  per&flion.  Farms  are  generally 
ando&d.  Farmers  are  (mall  and  numerous*  For  the 
l&oft  part  the  £uins  rent  £rom  L,  ao  to  L^  60  Sterling 
yearly }  arable  bnd  lets  at  an  average  from  Z5S.  to  20  s. 
the  acre ;  n^eadow-groimd  from  30  s.  to  45  s.  oats  (which 
is  the  prevailing  crop)  are  generally  fown  in  the  end 
of  March  and  beginning  of  April,  and  the  reaping  begins 
for  the  moft  part  in  September.  Natural  grals.  abounds i 
the  artificial  is  little  cultivated,  though  the  lime  quar- 
ry is  only  about  3  miles  diftant.  The  fanner  imagines  him^ 
felf  more  profited  by  colledmg  earthen  dunghills.  Few 
horfes  are  reared.  The  ppws  are  generally  of  a  fimall  fize  be- 
tween the  highland  and  Galloway  breed,  but  are  mofily 
good  m\fk  cows.  Sheep  are  rare.  The  ploughs  are  gene- 
rally of  the  Scotsfarm,and  made  very  firong,  as  the  ground 
|ft  ftooy  i  each  &rmer  ufes  only  one,  as  the  farms  are  finalL 
The  plQUgh  is  generally  drawn  by  3  h^fesy  and  %  men  are 
employed.  Much  of  tl^^  ground  might  be  ploughed  with  2 
horfes  and  a  ploughman  accuftomed  to  drive  by  the  rem, 
which  is  ii^troduced  of  }ate  with  fucceis.  Each  £umer  has 
generally  afingle  cart.  The  farmer  has  a  ready  naarketforeve* 
Xj  article-«t  PortGlafgow  and  Greenock,  «nd  a  hi|^  VW^* 

Stipend,  Sekopl^  Poor^  y^— TJie  Aipend  is  L,63 :  17: 9 J 
i^oney,  with  th^ee  chalders  of  meal,  which  may  be  rated 
at  16  s.  the  boll,  amounting  in  aU  to  about  L.  102.  The 
|;Iebe  of  a  ihallow  foil,  at  an  average,  may  be  valued  at  L.  8. 
The  ]Earl  of  Gl^ncaim  ^  patron.  The  church  was  built  a- 
bout  the  year  1560.  The  manfe  was  laft  repaired  in  1788. 
^,ere  a^  27  heritors,    2  of  whom   refide  at  prefent. 

Tb» 
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The  Ichoolmafter's  fiJary  is  xoo  merks;  Sees  for  teach- 
ing EDglifli  are  IS.  6 d.  the  quarter,  writing  as.  and 
arithmetic  3  s.  During  the  winter  there  are  about  30  fcho« 
hn,  and  in  fiunmer  40  and  upwards ;  the  roads  being  lb 
rough,  children  cannot  travel  to  any  confiderable  difiance  in 
winter.  He  is  allowed  L.i  Sterling,  for  being  feffion- 
derk  and  precentor,  out  of  the  public  funds,  which,  together 
with  IS.  for  each  proclamation,  is  his  living;  and  at  an  ave- 
rage, may  amount  to  L.  15  or  thereby,  by  which  he  frugal* 
ly  noaintains  a  wife  and  3  children  at  pre&nt — ^The  poor 
npoo  the  roll  at  prelent  are  about  27,  fupplied  from  the 
public  coUaAions  at  the  church,  amounting  at  an  average  to 
L.  5  Sterling  each  Sabbath,  together  with  thcintereft  of  fome 
{inall  mortifications,  amounting  to  about  L.49  Sterling 
yearly,  which,  with  an  annual  contribution^on  the  approach 
of  the  New  Year,  fopports  the  natives. 

Wages f  Prices^  Ifc^^^The  wages  of  a  day-labourer  are  is. 
4d*  the  rent  of  cottages  is  fiRun  15  8.  to  30s.  yearly.  Peat  is 
tbegenaral  fuel  with  the  common  people, and  with  others  coal 
is  broo^t  from  Quarrelton  or  Comehill ;  the  former  are  fold 
at  5  d.  the  hutch,  4  of  which  are  an  ordinary  cart-load,  and 
about  €  miles  diftant ;  the  latter  3  d.  the  hutch,  5  of  which 
area  cart-load,  and  3  miles  diftant.  A  labours  enq>loyed 
in  hnflnuidry,  at  an  average,  has  about  L*4  the  half  yeat^ 
which,  together  with  the  thrift  of  his  wi£e|  gains  his  £unily 
a  decent  livelihood|  or  through-bearing,  as  they  term  it.  Her 
work  is  moft  frequently  fpinning  to  the  manu&durers  in  and 
about  Paifley,  of  lint  given  by  them,  or  raifed  in  the 
place.  A  male  iervant  has,  at  an  average,  about  L.  8  year- 
ly;  a  female  L.3 ;  both  have  their  viftoals  afforded  them. 
Hired  fervants  are  found  to  be  more  ready  upon  occafions, 
^fpecially  ip  barvefL    CMagers  .frequently  live  at  fame 

diftance, 
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,  and  ia  dns  nihf  dkmOi^  m  Ikcftt  time  h  predoos 
in  that  feafim. 

Mifeitkamui  Ob/infiatHmi.^^Tht  peo|^  oAittite'their 
iuiM,  «iid  Mk>w  no  other  employinent,  yet  lApravaae&ts 
-OK  ndt  aimced  to  an  j  confidarable  kngth.  They  Hn  u 
VBOOBomicai  as  their  neighboors,  and  frugal  from  their  fir- 
comftances.  Dreft,  coftoms  and  manners,  are  confiderably 
imyfav'ed  within  thefe  50  yean^  but  the  peo|de  by  no 
means  border  on  iuxnry.-— The  roads  are  but  indifferent 
Thece  ore  13  bridges,  generally  built  and  kept  up  by  the&^ 
mily  of  Porterfield,  aad  are  in  good  repair.  Tbete  are  3  of 
n  larger  fise  on  the  great  road  from  Poit-Ghifgow  to  Gkf- 
g0W*  The  great  road  from  Gkfgow  to  Greenodc,  rum 
tiHoo^  the  north  comer  of  the  parifli  for  about  %  miles,  and 
there  are  no  other  turnpikes.  There  is  no  commutadoa, 
and  the  ftatute  labour  is  indifferently  performed.  A  toll- 
bar  is  fixed  on  the  road  between  Port-X^kfgow  and  Kilbar- 
chan,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  make  a  tanfikc^  whidi 
will  open  a  more  contiguous  line  of  commanication  between 
Ayr  and  the  towns  of  Port  Gla%ow  and  Greenock.— 
There  are  6  ak-houies  in  die  village  of  Kilflsakolna,  and 
3  abouit  the  centre  of  the  parifli.  Thete  the  country  people 
meet  to  tranfoft  their  bufinels,  and  ^nd  the  fecial  hour. 
.Their  drink  is  generally  finell  beer  and  wl^y,  the  latter 
U  too  frequently  attended  with  frtal  confeqnences  to  the 
teonftitution  and  morals 

There  are  3  low  hills  (as  they  are  termed  by  the  people) 
in  a  direft  line  from  W.  to  £•  where  tradition  fays,  the  laws 
were  admtntftered  before  Courts  of  Seffion  were  eftabliiked. 
Thete  a»e  the  remains  of  the  eaftle  of  Dndnl,  the  ancient 
fsat  of  the  family  of  Porterfield,  very  rpmantic  in  its  fitn- 
aiien,  and  ftrong  in  its  conflniAion.     Part  of  it  was  demo- 

liibed 
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lilhed  by  the  family  when  they  reared  a  fummer  houfe,  aad 
in  ao  upper  apartment  was  found  a  great  quantity  of  humau 
bones^^Thereane  in  the  parifli  the  4  *  communion  cups  uied 
bj  John  Knox  when  he  firft  difpenfed  the  facrament  in  Scot- 
land. The  cups  were  originally  ufed  for  the,  purpofe  of 
candlefiicks,  and  perhaps  from  the  neceflity  of  the  time  con- 
yerted  to  this  pious  purpofe.  Their  hollow  bottom  rever- 
fed  forms  the  cup^  and  the  middlie,  where  the  focket  feemsto 
be  Icrewed  out,  forms  the  foot.  They  are  of  the  fineft  £1- 
ver,  and  in  modem  timea  make  a  very  ancient  appearance. 
They  are  kept  with  great  care  by  the  family  of  Glencaim  at 
Finlayfton,  and  the  parifli  is  favoured  with  the  ule  of  ^them 
on  occa&on  of  difpenfing  the  £atcrament.  The  people  refpeft 
them  much  for  their  antiquity^  as  well  as  for  the  folemnity 
attending  them  ia  former  aad  latter  times. 
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NUMBER    XXXVU. 

PARISH    or    DRE6HORN. 
(county  of  AYR.) 

Bj  tU  Xro.  Mr  Michael  Tod. 

THE  parifh  of  Dregboniy  or  ntfaer  the  miited  pariihes 
of  Dreghoni  and  Percietown,  are  fituated  in  tbepret 
bytery  of  Irviae,  and  Synod  of  Glalgow  and  Ayr.  Thefe 
pariihes  were  united  in  the  year  x668.  Each  of  them  had 
a  glebe}  but  the  ininifter  pofleflea  only  the  glebe  of  Dreg- 
horn.  Thefe  pariihes  may  be  9  Engliih  miles  in  length, 
and  at  the  broadeft  part  of  them  3  [in  breadth,  though,  in 
fome  parts  they  are  not  one.  They  are  bounded  on  the 
W.  N.  W.  and  N.  by  the  water  of  Annock,  which  iepa- 
rates  them  from  the  pariihes  of  Inrine  and  Stewartown; 
and  the  water  of  Irvine  feparates  them  from  Dundonald  oq 
the  S.  They  are  bounded  byKilmares  on  the  S.  £.  and  on 
the  N.  E.  by  Fenwick.  The  ground  is  a  gradual  afbest 
from  the  weft  end  of  the  parifh  to  the  eafL  The  f<nl  in  that 
part  of  it,  which  lies  neareft  to  the  liBa,  is  either  iandy  or 
gravelifh.  Above  the  tillage  it  is  a  fine  loam,  and  the  reft 
of  it  clay.  The  whole  of  the  parifh  is  arable  except  a  few 
acres  of  marfhy  ground,  which  are  ufed  as  meadow  lands. 

It 
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It  is  aifo  mofllj  indofedi  and  there  ar^  a  v^etj  of  dumps 
of  planting  upon  the  eminences  of  fudi  lands,  as  are  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Earl  of  Eglintoa.  There  is  alfo  a  number  of 
verges  of  planting  upon  the  eftates  of  the  other  heriton^all 
ivhidi  have  a  very  fine  efiefi  in  beautifying  the  country. 

^^^<W/irrr.— The  ufual  crops  are  oats,  bear,  and  rye* 
grals.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  fome  finall  quantities  of 
wheat  raifed,  and  two  farmers  in  the  pariih  have  fevetal 
times  ibwn  a  few  acres  of  turnip.  There  is  very  little 
black  viAual  fown.  The  method  of  cultufe  which  has  been 
generally  followed  here  for  upwards  of  30  years  is  the  fol* 
lowing.  Every  &rm  is  now  divided  into  three  parts,  each 
of  thele  is  ploughed  for  3  years  in  its  turn,  while  the 
other  %  remain  in  grais*  Grais-feeds  are  fown  with  the 
third  year's  crop,  and  the  tenant  is  allowed  to  cut  his  hay 
field  Sat  one  feafou,  and  fometimcs  for  two.  Mr  Snodgraia 
of  Cnninghamhead  has,  for  upwards  of  la  years,  differed 
from  this  mode  of  culture.  He  allows  his  tenants  only  to 
plough  one-fourth  of  their  farms  for  3  years.  By  this  me- 
thod each  fourth  remains  9  yeaiB  in  grais,  in  place  of  6,  be- 
fore it  is  ploughed  up.  This  he  confiders  as  being  attend- 
ed vnth  two  advantages  to  the  tenant.  It  leflens  the  num- 
ber of  his  horfes  upon  the  farm,  while  the  fourth  that  is 
ploughed  up,  on  account  of  its  long  reft,  yields  nearly  as  much 
grain  as  the  third  ufed  to  do.  The  pallure  grounds  are  like- 
wife  very  much  improved  for  the  fame  reafon.  A  further 
advantage  fuppofed  to  arife  from  this  is,  that  when  once  the 
lands  are  put  in  proper  order,  the  tenant  has  it  not  in  his 
power  to  fpoil  them,  if  he  was  difpofed  to  do  fo.  This  plan 
is  confidered  fo  fzx  preferable  to  the  other,  that  in  all  the 
|ate  leafe&of  the  Earl  of  Eglinton's  eflate  in  this  pariih  it 
IS  adopted,  where  the  farm  is  of  a  certson  extent,  as  it  is  alfo 
Vol.  IV  N  n  by 
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by  fome  other  gentlemen  in  the  country.  Mr  Snodgrafi  has 
made  the  following  alteration  upon  his  own  plan.  In  asj 
of  the  leafes  he  has  lately  given  to  his  tenants,  he  reftrids 
them  to  plough  one-fourth  for  %  yeais  only,  while  the  other 
three-fourths  remain  in  grafs  for  6.  This  he  looks  upon  as 
an  improvement  upon  his  former  plan,  as  3  fucceffive  crops 
of  oats  are  coniidered  to  impoverifii  a  field  very  much,  even 
though  it  is  in  the  higheil  order  when  at  firft  broke  up. 
There  is  a  confideraUe  quantity  of  very  fine  6heefe  made  ia 
the  parifli.  Some  of  the  farmers  keep  from  12  to  ao  milk 
cows.  The  average  rent  of  lands  in  the  parifii  will  be  from 
a  guinea  to  aa  s.  the  acre.  There  are  a  few  fields  in  it 
rented  fo  high  as  42  s.  and  43  s. 

Population, — At  the  time  of  Dr  Webftcrls  report  Ac 
nimibers  were  887.  The  number  of  foub  at  preiieDt  is 
about  830.  Of  thefe  there  are  about  400  males,  and  430 
females.  There  are  6  perfons  above  80,  18  above  70,  8j 
abore  50,  313  above  ao,  202  above  10,  and  206  below 
10  years  of  age. 

Marriages^  Births^  and  Deaths^  for  tbe  laji  to  years. 


Tears. 

Mttrriaget. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1781 

»3 

31 

13 

1784 

16 

29 

18 

1783 

9 

37 

«9 

1784 

11 

i3 

33 

^785 

»4 

xa 

10 

1786 

13 

36 

3 

J  787 

8 

33 

8 

1788 

13 

39 

13 

1789 

8 

37 

15 

1790 

»5 

34 

30 

In  the  lift  of  deaths  there  are  feveral  perfons  who  live  m 
other  parifhes,  but  have  their  burying-place  in  this.     The 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants  have  decreafed  confiderably  within  the  laft  30 
years.  This  is  owing  to  two  or  three  (mall  farms  being 
thrown  into  one.  Another  caufe  of  their  decreafe  is,  that  no 
additional  houfes  have  been  built  in  the  village ;  fince  I 
came  to  the  parilh  there  zx^  ieveral  hoafes  fallen  down  and 
have  not  been  rebuilt. 

Siipmij  Scboolf  Poor^  C^r.—The  ftipend  paid  is  91  bolls 
44  pecks  of  mealy  2  bolls  bear,  and  L.  16:  13 :  4  in  money. 
The  church  was  rebuilt  in  1780;  the  manfe  in  1789;  the 
Earl  of  EglisVon  is  patron.*— The  fchoolmafier  has  loomerks 
of  {alary.  He  has  a  fchool-houie  for  teaching  his  fcholars, 
but  none  for  himfelf  to  dwell  in.  The  late  fchoolmafier 
was  an  old  man,  and  for  many  years  had  very  few  fcholars ; 
but  there  was  a  private  teacher,  who  often  had  40  or  50  fcho- 
larsw-^ Though  we  are  peftered  with  ftroUing  beggars, 
yet  none  of  the  poor  in  the  pariih  are  allowed  to  go  about. 
They  are  fupported  not  by  an  afTefTment,  but  from  the  coU 
ledions,  and  the  intereft  of  the  ftock,  which  has  been  occa- 
fionally  laved  from  the  colleAions,  and  other  froall  cafual- 
ties* 

Mifcillaneous  Obfervations.'^n  the  weft  end  of  the  parifh 
there  is  a  colliery,  yielding,  according  to  the  information  I 
received  from  one  of  the  proprietors,  above  11,000  tuns 
yearly.  The  greateft  part  of  tbefe  coals  is  exported  to  Ire- 
land from  the  port  of  Irvine. 

There  is  only  one  village  in  the  pariih  where  the  church 
is  built*  There  are  no  manufaAures  carried  on ;  the  houfes 
being  very  bad  are  low  rented,  which  induces  old  or  poor 
people  to  occupy  them.  The  village  is  properly  fituated 
for  manufa&ures,  as  the  fields^round  it  abound  with  fprings 
^itoSt  water*     The  Annock  alfo  runs  very  near  it  on  the 

north 
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north  fide,  and  the  water  of  Irvine  at  a  .very  Imall  diflinca 
upon  the  fbuth.  There  are  a  £ew  weavers  in  the  vilhge, 
and  alio  in  other  ptfrts  of  the  parilh,  but  thefe  are  empbytd 
ii^  weaving  Inch  kinds  of  cloth  as  are  ufed  by  the  coimtxy 
people.  The  inhabitants  both  in  the  village  and  porifli  si^ 
in  general  fober,  attentive,  and  induilrioos.  There  are  at 
pfeCsiit  3  ale-honles  in  the  viUagc,  and  one  in  another  part  of 
the  pariihi  but  the  bnfinels  they  have  is  very  inconfiderabk, 
the  principal  part  of  it  axifing  from  travellers.  There  are 
90  heritors  in  the  parifli,  but  the  property  of  twp  thinb  of 
ttiem  is  not  ^ztenfive. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER    XXXVIII. 

PARISH     or     BOLTON. 
(county   of   HADDINGTON.) 

Bj  tit  Rn.  Mr  }oJX»  IUmiltok. 

S Auction  and  Surfaci, 

THE  poriih  of  Bolton  is  in  the  preibjtery  of  Hadding* 
ton,  and  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale.  It  is 
▼ery  irregolar  in  its  boundaries  and  its  dimenfions;  ex- 
tending from  tbe  N.  £•  corner  to  the  S.  W.  near  6  miles ; 
and  in  breadth,  at  a  medium,  not  above  i  mile  and  a 
quarter  j  it  is  broadeft  at  the  two  ends.  It  is  bounded  by 
Haddington  pariih  on  tbe  N.  ^  on  the  £.  by  that  branch 
of  tbe  Tyne  running  from  Yeiter ;  on  the  S«  by  Yefter 
pariih ;  on  the  W.  by  Humbie  and  Salton,  which  laft  in- 
dofes  it  on  the  N.  W»  comer.  There  is  a  (mall  rifing, 
with  a  gentle  declivity  on  either  fide,  running  from  £•  to 

Popatlaiion^^^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
numbers  were  359.  At  prefent  it  contuns  only  54  fii- 
^lilies;  males,  106;  females,  139;  ibuls,  235}  baptifnis 
froia  1780  to  X7901  were  6a  ^  but  6  of  thefe  were  from 

other 
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other  parilbes ;  burials  from  X780  to  X790»  were  40 ;  bat 
the  leflion-clerk  (ajs  he  records  only  fuch  as  paj  the  tax 
to  the  Govenifl(icBt.    Marriages  from  1775  to  X785»  were 

jtgrictdturet  ife. — ^The  valned  rent  ^f  the  parifli  is  a- 
bont  L.  3400  Scots ;  the  real  rent  is  laid  to  be  about 
L.  1400  Sterling.  The  number  of  acres  is  about  1300,  of 
which  there  are  about  1 70  planted ;  moft  of  the  grounds 
are  inclofed ;  fome  with  ftrips  of  planting.  There  are  three 
parks  of  Lethington  in  it,  on  the  S.  W.  iide  of  the  water ; 
two  of  which  are  yearly  let  for  pafture ;  the  third  is  made 
an  orchard,  by  the  lad  Lord  Blantyre,  with  a  Omall  plea- 
fure  ground  planted  by  the  fide  of  the  water.  The  other 
parks  of  Lethington  are  in  the  parifh  of  Haddington,  in 
all  between  300  or  400  acres ;  the  walls  of  which  the 
Duke  of  Lauderdale  is  faid  to  have  heightened  about  4 
feet,  fetting  the  ftones  on  edge,  when  the  D^ke  of  York 
came  to  Scotland  in  Charles  II's.  reign,  that  he  might  fhow 
a  deer-park  in  Scotland.  The  pariih  is  divided  into  11 
farms ;  2  of  which  are  occupied  by  the  pn^rietors :  the 
reft,  partly  by  refiding,  partly  by  non-refiding  tenants. 
There  are  28  ploughs,  83  horfes,  280  cows,  and  about 
6  fcore  iheep  *,  about  150  acres  are  in  wheat;  about  129 
in  bear;  230  in  oats;  130  in  peafe  and  beans;  200  in 
clover ;  190  in  fallow.  I  am  told  that  bear  is  not  culti- 
vated fo  much  as  formerly,  for  the  barley  brought  from 
the  £.  coaft  of  England  is  found  to  be  of  a  better  quality ; 
and  the  tenants  rather  give  two  furrows  to  their  oats. 
There  are  few  turnip  or  potatoes  raifed,  or  lint  fown»  ex- 
cept what  is  given  to  fervants  or  cottagers,  for  carrying  in 
Hacks.  The  tenants  are  fometimes  fubjcAed  to  kain  and 
carriage  of  coals,  and  thirbge  to  mills ;  others  pay  com- 
monly 
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inonlj  money  for  grinding,  or  barle j  making ;  and  even 
in  fome  places,  thirlage  is  converted  into  monej.  There 
are  very  few  tradelmen.  Ploughmen  have  ordinarily 
L.  14  Sterling  a-year.  Prices  are  regulated  by  the  Had- 
dington mafket.    JFuel  is  chiefly  coal. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor.— ^The  flipe&d  is  17^  bolls  wheat, 
34to  ^^^  ^^^»  ^9Vo  ^^^  ^^»  ^^^  ^-  9  Sterling,  which 
comprehends  vicarage  tithes,  communion  elements,  and 
L.  ao  Scots  for  grais.  The  glebe  is  4  acres.  The  church 
is  an  old  building,  very  thick  in  the  walls.  Lord  Blan* 
tyre  is  patron.  1  here  are  5  heritors,  one  of  whom  refides. 
—The  fchoolmafter*s  falary  is  L.  100  Scots.—- There  are  no 
vagrants  in  the  parilh  -,  and  the  poor  and  other  necelTary 
charges,  are  maintained  ordinarily  by  the  colledions,  rnort* 
cloths,  and  an  hearfe,  purchafed  by  the  feflion,  and  let  for 
hire. 

jimtiquitus. — In  the  little  village  of  Bolton,  there  re- 
main fome  vefiiges  of  an  houfe,  and  a  park  on  the  W.  fide 
of  it,  flill  called  the  orchard,  about  4  acres,  which  is  laid 
to  have  belonged  to  John  Hepburn,  a  friend  of  Bothwell's, 
.who  fled  with  him  from  Dunbar,  when  Both  well  efcaped 
from  the  battle  of  Falfide,  in  Queen  Mary's  time.  It 
iieems  that  Bolton  came  then  into  the  poiTeiEon  of  Mait- 
land  of  Lethington,  who  is  the  anceftor  of  the  £unily  of 
I^aoderAde^— There  is  a  place  called  flill  Chefters,  where 
there  are  veftiges  of  a  camp  between  5  and  6  acres,  with  a 
rampart  and  ditch ;  bnt  there  is  no  record  concerning  it. 
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NUMBER    XXXIX. 

PARISH    OF    FEARN, 
(county   of   ROSS.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Jobk  URquHART. 


Name,  Situation,  Surface,  Soil,  ifc. 

F£  ARN  is  evidently  derived  from  the  am  of  alder 
treei  in  Gaelic  Feanm,  as  there  were  many  of  tfaefe 
trees  growmg  at  Mid-Seam^  in  the  parifli  of  Eddertown,  ia 
this  nei^bourhoody  where  the  foundation  of  the  abbaqr 
was  in  the  1 2th  centorj  firft  laid,  and  intended  to  be  bdlt. 
But  the  churchmen  in  thofe  days  finding  the  lands  there 
confined,  and  not  fo  fertile  as  thej  would  incline,  defifted 
from  their  purpofe,  and  got  a  new  bnll  from  the  Pope,  fior 
building  the  abbacj  where  it  now  ftands,  in  a  fertile  and 
extenfive  plain  of  good  land.  It  was  founded  here  bj 
Farquhard,  or  Farquhar,  firft  Earl  of  Rofi,  in  the  reign  of 
Alexander  II.— -The  parilh  is  of  no  great  extent,  being  on- 
ly a  Engliih  miles  in  length,  and  nearly  of  the  &me 
breadth.  It  is  bounded  on  the  S.  by  the  parilk  of  Nigg-, 
on  the  W.  by  Loggie  (Eafter) ;  on  the  N.  by  Tain ;  and 
on  the  E.  and  S.  E.  by  Tarbat  and  the  Murray  frith.— It 
is  fituateJ  within  the  county  of  Rofi,  in  the  prefbytery  rf 
Tain,  and  in  the  Synod  of  Ro(s.— The  foil  is  a  deep  loam, 

in 
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in  tiie  centre  of  the  pariih,  about  the  abbacj-cHurch.  The 
loam  of  Fearn  to  the  S.  and  the  lands  of  Allan  to  the  W. 
are  a  deep  clay,  the  N.  and  £.  part  is  gravelil!b»  the  S.  £. 
and  S«  is  light  and  (andj.  The  bJbt  of  the  pariih  is  near- 
ly flat,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  eminences,  that  are  gene* 
rally  laboured,  called,  by  way  of  diflhiftioD,  Hills.  About 
three-fo<irths  are  arable,  the  refl  partly  green,  a^d  partly 
covered  with  heath. — ^The  air  is  generally  dry  and  whole- 
fome,  but  the  climate  has  varied  much  of  late  years,  efpe- 
dally  fince  1782.  Fevers  ate  the  moft  general  difeafes  a- 
mong  the  c6mmon  people  \  and,  for  the  moft  part,  at  {bme 
particular  feafons  prove  mortal,  efpecially  to  thoie  advan- 
ced in  years; 

Lakis^  Fijbi  C^c— The  loch  of  Eye  is  above  2  miles 
loog,  and  about  half  a  mile  broad.  No  fiih  are  to  be  ieen 
in  it  but  eels ;  fomc  of  them  have  been  got  of  a  good  fize, 
weighing  4,  5  and  6  pounds.  From  this  loch  proceeds  the 
water  to  the  mils  of  Fearn,  and  in  its  courfe  forms  %  lefl*er 
lochsy  in  one  of  which  there  id  mois  and  green  plots,  in 
which  ducks,  teals  and  fpeikintares  (which  laft  are  like  fea- 
galls,  but  of  a  fJauJier  fize)  hatch  their  young,  and  which 
the  fwans  and  wild  geefe  frequent  a  great  part  of  the  win- 
ter and  fpring^— The  Murray  frith  lies  to  the  S.  £•  of  this 
pariih.  The  coaft  for  about  a  mile  is  flat  and  iandy,  on  w^ixch 
the  fiiking  town  of  Balintore  lies,  and  Hiltown,  another 
fifliing  town  about  haK  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  it ;  there  it  is 
rocky  and  high  for  about  a  mile  more.  The  fiih  caught  are 
chiefly  haddocks,  whitings,  cod  and  red  codlings,  ikate,  cudi- 
dies,  a  few  mackrel  and  flounders,  dog-fifli,  lobfters,  crabs,  &o. 
About  ao  or  30  years  ago,  there  were  great  quantities  of 
ail  the  above  kinds,  and  fold  very  cheap  *,  tao  haddocks 
£or  a  peck  of  oats,  and  x6o  for  a  peck  of  bear,  or  6  d.  and 
•tber  fiih  in  proportion  \  but  for  7  or  8  years  pafl,  fiih  has 
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been  fcarcer,  and  confeqaendy  very  high  priced.  Left  year 
and  this  alfo,  haddocks  fold  for  i  d.  each,  and  even  at  i^d. 
and  a  d.  for  the  hirgeft*  It  is  ttne,  that  die  few  they  get 
now  are  much  burger  than  thofe  taken  when  they  got  great 
qnantkies ;  but  thefe  they  had  near  the  ihore,  and  mi^ 
be,  and  were  taken  there  twice  and^  thrice  a-day ;  but  now 
they  feldom  get  theniy  and  mofi  go  £uther  for  them,  fbme- 
times  the  length  of  Helmfdale  in  Sutherland.  The  gitat- 
eft  number  of  haddocks  and  cods  ufed  to  be  had  m  winter, 
and  firft  of  fpring ;  and  mxA  whidngs,  codlings,  flonnden 
and  cuddies,  in  fummer  and  harveft.  They  are  caught 
with  nets,  and  ufed  to  be  fold  chiefly  in  the  parifli,  and  at 
Tain.  Sometimes  they  went  with  boat-loads  of  fifh  to  Ding* 
wall,  Invernefi,  &c.  The  fea^-weed  is  ded  on  the  coaft  for 
manure. 

parries, — ^There  is  a  foft  freeftone  it  Pitkery,  of  an  in- 
ferior quality,  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  pariih,  but  little  uGed  ^ 
a  pretty  good  freeftone  at  Balintore ;  a  good  deal  of  it  ufed 
for  building;  but  at  Catboll,  in  the  rocky  part  of  the 
coaft,  there  is  a  remarkable  good  freeftone,  little  inferior  to 
any  in  Scotland. 

^admpfds  andBirds.'^Wth^yehartSj  foxes,  raWts, 
eagles,  hawks,  ducks,  teals,  partridges,  owls,  ravens,  rooks, 
plover,  gray  plover,  with  migratory  birds,  as  die  fwallow 
and  cuckoo,  fwans  and  wild  geefe,  &c.  The  fwallow  and 
cuckoo  appear  about  the  beginning  of  fummer,  the  latter 
departs  early  in  Auguft,  and  the  former  ia  September. 
The  gray  or  wild  geefe  appear  about  the  end  of  Auguft, 
and  continue  through  the  parifti,  and  efpedally  at  the  loch 
of  Eye,  till  the  end  of  April,  when  they  depart,  to  hatch 
their  young  ones  in  the  Weft  Highlands.  The  fwans  ap- 
pear about  the  end  of  Oftober,  and  continue  about  the  loch 
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of  E/t,  the  faoth  loch  runniag  from  it,  almoft  all  the  win- 
ter and  fpring,  except  when  a  great  froft  locks  up  the  loch 
from  them. 

PcfMldtion^^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfier's  report,  the 
jivmbers  were  1698.  It  appears  that 'die  populatioq  of  the 
ptfifh  has  increa&d  confiderably  fince  tiie  174I1  there  be^ 
ing  at  leaft  a  fourth  more  people  in  it  now  than  when  the 
ohnrdi  fell  at  that  period ;  jet  the j  have  neither  increafed 
or  diminiihed  any  thing  to  fpeak  of  for  thefe  ao  years  pafl. 
On  the  hft  day  of  ApHi  179X9  there  were  in  the  pariih  a« 
Ixnit  x6oo  perfons,  of  whom  were. 

Under  xo  years  of  age,  -     ^  -  385 

Between  xo  and  ao,  -  -  399 

Above  ao,  unmarried,  •  -        408 

Widowers  and  widows,  •  -  98. 

Married,  ...  310 

x6oo 
Of  whom  there  ate  tS6  fit>m  jo  years  to  60,  75  from  60 
to  70,  46  from  70  to  80,  and  9  from  80  to  90  years  old. 

Baftiffm^  Marriages  and  Burials^  for  tht  laf  8  Tearu 

Xtaru  Baptifmu  Marriages.  Buriab* 

1783  19  3                   a 

1784  a9  7                a5 

1785  36  8                 29 

1786  31  5                  4 

1787  29  3                 x* 

1788  3^  8  4 
S789  32  xa  XX 
X790  36  X3                   5 

238  59  92 

Yenrly  average  nearly  — — —  —  — 

maybe  45  9  25,    if 

the 
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^he  iiegifter  was  complete^— There  was  no  regifter  kept 
here  preceding  1783,  when  there  was  an  aA  of  Parliaiaent 
for  taking  a  fmall  dnty  of  3  d.  for  every  bqitiliDy  marriage 
aqd  burial  regifirated  in  any  pariih.    This  aA  is  rather 
de&dive»  in  that  it  does  not  oblige  each  pariih  to  re^ftrate^ 
ficom  whidi  defed,  not  only  many  pariflies,  but,  as  is  £ud, 
fame  counties,  fuch  as  Si^herland,  keep  no  regifter  at  all  in 
a^y  of  their  parifhes  \  and  eyep  where  fiich  regifiers  are 
k^ept,  thofe  that  do  not  incline  to  regifirate,  and  pay  3  d. 
are  not  obliged  to  regiftrate  at  a]|.-— There  are  10  heritora 
or  proprietors,  2  of  whom  only  refide.     The  inhabitants 
are  generally  farmers  and  cottagers,  or  crofters,  except 
thofe  afterwards  mentioojcd.    Bcfides  the  fifhermen,  there 
are  16  weavers,  with  5  apprentices,  13  tailors,  with  4  ap- 
prentices, 14  iboemakers,  with  4  apprpptioesy  3  izniths, 
with  3  apprentices,  5  jcnners  or  wrights,  with  3  apprenti- 
ces, 2  coopers,  2  mafons,  i  turner  or  wheel* wright,  z  mer- 
chant, and  8  millers ;  all  of  whom  are  employed  in  work- 
ing for  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifli,  and  not  in  manu&c- 
turing  articles  for  faie.    All  are  of  the  Efiabliflied  Chorcfa, 
except  about  6  families  of  Seceders.    There  may  be  380 
houfes;  30  new  ones  within  thefe  10  years,  and  about  Z2 
pulled  down.    At  an  average,  each  family  contains  4  or  5 
perfons,  and  each  marriage  produces  from  5  to  7  children* 
^There  are  only  3  fmall  towns  or  villages,  and  about  loo 
perfons  in  each.    In  the  village  of  Fearo  are  2  milk,  (for- 
merly the  Abbot's  *),  paying  12  chalders  of  rent  yearly^ 
alfo  6  farmers,   i  diftillery  of  whiiky,  z  merchant's  ihop, 
a  (mith's  ihop,  a  turner's  ihop,  and  a  public-hoofe,  felling 
(drams,  &c  The  village  of  Hiltown  coniifis  chiefly  of  fiibcr- 
men.    There  are  3  fifliing  boats  in  it,  with  6  men  in  each. 
That  of  Balintore  alfo  coniifb  of  fiihermeui  with  3  fiih* 

ing 

f  The  Abbot's  income  bcbored  to  be  Teiy  confidenble,  ss  his  linda 
sad  tbirU|;e  now  amovnt  to  ibove  L.  900  Sterlio; . 
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iag  boats  and  a  coble.    There  are  3  houfes  in  wbich  drams 
are  fold. 

'  Wages  and  Prices.^'A  fiumer's  fervant  receives  6  bolls 
of  oat  and  bear  meal,  for  his  meat,  2  bolls,  3  firlots  of 
bear  or  oat  meal,  for  his  wages,  and  6  s.  or  8  s.  for  ihoes, 
with  I  boll  for  the  produce  of  his  afhes,  together  with  a 
certain  quantity  of  ground  to  raife  potatoes  on,  which  helps 
nearly  to  maintain  himfelf  and  bis  fiunilj  for  half  a-jrear,  if 
biswifeisindttftrious.  They  can  lire  comfortably^  and  bring 
up  their  children  decently.  A  fingle  lad  in  the  houfe,  gets 
from  L.  a  to  L.  3  a  year ;  female  fervants  get  from  L.  i 
to  L.  I,  xo  s. ;  the  day's  wages  for  hulbandry  are  i  s.  a- 
day  without,  or  6  d.  with  meat ;  women,  at  6  d.  or  3  d. 
with  meat ;  other  work,  and  handicraftlmen,  are  generally 
paid  by  the  piecc-^Beef  and  mutton  fell  at  af  d.  the  pound, 
and  in  fpring,  and  beginning  of  fummer,  at  3  d.  and  3Jf  d. ; 
▼eal  at  3"^  d.  pork  at  a^  d.  and  3  d.  the  pound ;  hens  at 
6d.  ducks  at  6d.  chickens  at  ad.  and  eggs  at  8,  xo,  X2, 
for  X  d.  according  to  the  feafon  ;  butter  at  6  d.  7  d.  and 
8  d.  the  pound  of  2X  ounces. 

Agriculture^  t^r.— The  ralued  rent  of  the  parifh  is 
L.4037:  la  :ii  Scots  ^  the  real  rent,  about  2200  bolls. 
The  rent  of  the  land  is  10  s.  X5  s.  and  even  L.  x  the  acre. 
The  principal  crops  are  oats  and  barley,  a  coniiderable 
quantity  of  peas,  and  fome  rye,  with  a  few  beans,  and  a 
little  wheat,  about  50  or  60  acres  of  clover  and  rye-grais, 
«bat  little  flax  or  hemp.  Oats  and  peas  are  fown  from  the 
middle  of  March  to  the  end  of  April ;  barley,  from  the 
end  of  April  to  the  end  of  May.  There  is  little  wheat 
)iere,  and  what  is,  is  generaUy  fown  together  with  rye  in 
€)ftober }  potatoes,  from  the  end  of  March  to  the  end  of 
Mar,  of  which  above  xoco  bolls  are  raifed  annually.    The 
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hanreft  begins  generallj  about  the  end  of  Aognfi,  and  endau 
in  good  yean,  aboat  the  middk  of  Odober.  There  are  »- 
boat  800  ozeD,  and  it  is  belieTed  500  horfes,  of  the  fimall 
Scots  or  Hi^and  kind ;  though  the  few  gentlemen  m  die 
parilhy  ufe  horfes  of  a  better  fize.  There  maj  be  X50 
milk  cows;  about  1000  flieep  of  the  {mall  Soots  kind, 
their  wool  neither  coarfe  nor  very  fine.  There  maj  be 
about  4J0  fwine  fold  annuallj  from  this  pariib,  to  Tain, 
Gromartj,  Fort  George,  and  Invemeis,  at  various  prices ; 
the  fioiaUer  kind  from  8s.  los.  15  s.  to  L.!,  and  the  larger 
from  L.  X  to  L« »,  xoSf  There  may  be  about  200  oxen  bought 
into  this  parifliannuallyi  and  about  250  oxen  and  coivs 
fold  yearly  at  Whitfunday  and  MartinmaSd-^There  are 
140  ploughst  generally  $  oxen  in  the  plough ;  fome  ufe  8, 
feveral  ufe  4  oxen  and  2  horCes.  It  is  the  old  Scots  ploogh 
that  is  ufed,  with  a  few  exceptions.  But  little  of  the  pa- 
ri(h  is  inclofed«  The  produce  is  much  greater  than  is  fiif- 
ficient  for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants ;  above  two« 
thirds  of  the  whole  is  exported  out  of  the  parifh,  in*  oats 
and  oat-mealy  to  Cromarty,  Invemeis,  and  Leith.  But  the 
barley  is  partly  diftilled  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  Ferin- 
toih,  and  the  adjacent  country.  Monopoly  of  Sums  has 
taken  place  here ;  there  being  inftances  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  pariihes,  of  individuals  £Eurming  what  was  for« 
merly  poiTefled  by  4,  6,  8,  and  10  tenants.  There  are  little 
or  no  perennial  fcrvices  performed  by  any  tenants  or  under« 
tenants  in  thb  pariih.  There  were  feveral  days  of  fervi- 
tude  about  20  or  30  years  agO|  fuch  as  manuring  and  plough* 
ing  the  matter's  fitrm  for  2  or  3  days  in  the  fpring,  cutting 
down  his  corns,  and  leading  his  peats  and  tur^  for  as 
many  days ;  but  all  thefe  are  now  converted. 

Stipiudf  School^  and  Poor.^'Tbt  living  confifls  of  xa8 
hdSk  of  barley,  with  xoo  merks  Scots,  bt  iinall  teindai^ 
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TtuSL  100  merks  for  commnnion  dementSy  with  a  manfe  and 
^be  of  about  5  acres.  The' King  is  patron.  A  part  of 
the  old  abbej  church  was  repaiitd  at  a  eonfiderable  ex- 
pence  in  17729  and  is  now  ufed  again  as  the  place  of  wor- 
ihip.  The  manfe  was  built  a  confiderable  time  before  the 
Revolution,  and  was  raifed  and  repaired  once  and  again  ; 
the  laft  reparation  was  in  1782.— The  ftate  of  the  (chool  li 
but  indifferent.  The  fchoolmafter  has  onlj  100  merks 
Scots  from  the  heritors,  and  the  onlj  perquifite  is  L.  20 
Scots  from  the  feffioUy  as  precentor  and  feffion-derk,  with  a 
trifle  he  receives  for  each  nuuriage  and  baptifin.  The  en- 
couragement being  fo  little,  we  fometimes  want  one  alto- 
gether. Some  bojs  or  girls,  in  their  parents  honfes,  begin 
to  teach  for  a  trifle  of  quarter  payment.  There  may  be  a- 
bout  100  fcholars  among  them  alL-— The  number  of  poor 
is  45*  The  annual  fum  expended  for  their  relief  is  L.  10 
Sterling,  produced  by  the  cbUe&ions  in  the  church,  and 
the  interefi  of  a  fmall  fum  appropriated  for  them.  They 
are  not  deftitute  poor,  or  fuch  as  do  not  woiiL  generally 
for  themfelv.es ;  but  many  of  them  bemg  old  and  fickly, 
get  in  proportion  to  their  need.  But  they  are  chiefly  fup- 
plied  by  the  charity  and  benevolence  of  the  gentry  and 
farmers  of  the  pariih.  There  are  not  above  6  on  the  roll, 
who  at  any  time  beg  in  or  out  of  the  pariih.  Lady  Ann 
Stewart,  fpoufe  to  Baron  David  Rofs  of  Balnagown,  mor- 
tified 3000  merks  Scots  for  the  ufe  of  the  religious  poor, 
within  the  prefbytery  of  Tain,  and  Ith  the  minifte'rs  of  it 
patrons  of  faid  fund.  The  intereft  of  it  is  divided  once  in 
die  2  years,  and  the  different  pariflies  in  the  bounds  get 
in  proportion  to  this  charader  of  the  religions  poor  in  each, 
fb  far  as  it  will  go ;  fome  pariflies  30,  fome  40,  fome  50 
merks  at  each  divifion.  Sometinies  one  parifli  will  get 
more*  fometimes  another;  but* not  defigned  forbeggars, 
but  for  aged  and  ctduced  people  of  a  good  chara^r.-- And 
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die  people  on  the  lift  in  each  puriih,  get  {bme  5,  taakt  t6i 
feme  15,  or  more  merks,  as  they  are  judged  delervingy  as 
fiur  as  it  will  go,  for  life. 

AtUiquUia  and  CuriqfiHu^ — ^There  are  leveral  Dmidical 
temples  in  this  parifli.  The  abbacy  is  one  of  the  moft  an* 
cient  buildings  here.  It  is  (aid  to  have  been  firft  made  up 
of  mud.  The  principal  part  of  it  was  99  feet  in  length* 
withm  walls,  a5ifeet  in  breadth,  and  the  walls  a4fecc 
big^  above  the  ground*  The  abbacy  was  not  only  the 
place  of  worihip  before  the  Reformation,  but  ever  fince, 
until  O&ober  1743,  when,  on  a  fudden,  in  time  of  public 
worfliip,  the  roof  fell  in.  There  were  36  perfons  killed 
inflantly,  by  what  fell  in  of  the  roof  and  date,  on  that  me- 
lancholy occafion ;  8  more  died  foon  after.— -The  caftle  of 
Lochlin,  in  the  N.  £.  corner  of  the  pariih,  is  another  re- 
markable  buildbg.  It  is  laid  to  be  of  500  years  Handing* 
It  ftands  upon  an  eminence,  about  i  niile  N.  £.  of  the 
loch  of  Eye,  and  about  6  miles  £•  from  Tain,  and  is  indeed 
one  of  the  moft  confpicuous  objeAs  in  this  countxy.  It 
was  certainly  bmtt  as  a  place  of  fecurity  againft  fudden  in- 
eurfions  in  the  days  of  violence.  Its  (hape  re&mbles  a  fi- 
gures, nearly  (quare,  joined  together  by  the  comers,  in 
which  junOion  there  is  a  ftair-cafe  to  the  top.  The  lefier 
one,  which  looks  towards  the  W.  being  about  20,  and  the 
greater,  which  looks  towards  the  £•  alxftit  38  feet  Iquaxe. 
The  caftle  is  60  feet  high.  It  is  fortified  with  3  large  tur- 
rets, of  which,  I  ftands  upon  Ae  lefler  fquare^  and  a  upon 
I  the  greater.  Thefe  turrets  are  each  of  them  capable  of 
holding  3  or  more  men  with  eale,  and  in  each  of  them  are 
5  fmall  round  holes,  of  about  4  inches  diameter,  with  3 
larger  above  them,  of  a  quadrangular  form.  The  latur, 
it  b  imagined,  were  intended  for  the  fentries  or  watchmen 
to  fee  through,  and  the  others  fior  ftiooting  of  arrows.    The 
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qater  door  of  the  kitchen  was  made  of  ftrong  baxs  of  iroo« 
as  thiok  as  an  ordinary  man's  leg,  and  the  windows  were 
cloCed  with  fmall  grates  or  twifted  ftentions  of  iron,  fo  that 
it  maj  bereadilj  fappofed  that  it  was  almbft  impregnable 
at  the  period  in  which  it  was  ercfied. — There  is  another 
verjr  ancient  calUe.  that  of  CadboU,  equally  old,  if  not 
older  than  either  the  abbacy  or  the  caftle  of  Lochlin. 
There  are  little  remains  of  it  now,  but  2  or  3  vaults.  There 
is  a  very  fingnjar  and  remarkable  tradition  concerning  this 
caftle,  that  though  it  was  inhabited  for  ages,  yet  never 
any  perfbn  died  in  it ;  and  many  of  thofe  who  lived  in  it, 
wiflied  to  be  brought  out  of  it,  as  they  longed  for  death, 
eipecially  Lady  May,  who  refided  there  about  100  years 
agos  being  long  fick,  and  longing  for  death,  ihe  defired  to  I 
be  brought  out  of  her  caftle,  which  at  laft  was  accordingly 
done,  and  no  fooner  did  fhe  come  out  of  it,  than  flie  ex- 
pired ! 

Fud* — ^Thc  principal  difadvantage  under  which  this  pa- 
lifli  laboars,  is  the  fcarcity  of  fuel.  The  comI^on  people 
burn  turf,  a  few  peats,  and  foqie  heath,  carried  from  the 
diflance  of  S  miles ;  there  being  little  or  no  mob  in  the 
parifli,  but  that  adjacent  to  the  loch  of  Eye,  and  it  is  ge« 
nerally  £b  overflowed  with  water,  by  a  fervitude  of  the 
mills  of  Fearn,  that  the  proprietor  can  feldom  get  any  peats  « 
out  of  it.  The  few  heritors,  and  the  better  fort  of  farmers, 
now  bum  coal.  But  it  is  of  the  greateft  di&dvanuge  to 
the  parifh,  to  want  fuel,  or  not  to  get  cQal  at  an  eafy  rate  ^ 
for  it  cofts  generally  2  s.  a  d.  the  barrel  -,  and  the  farmers 
and  cottagers  fpend  all  the  fummer,  and  a  part  of  the  har- 
veft^  in  procuring  fome  bad  turf. 

Eminent  Men.-— Li  faid  by  fome  that  the  famous  law- 
yer.  Sir  George  Mackenzie,   ELing's  Advocate  in  Kbg 
Vol.  IV.  Pp  Charlea 
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Charics  n.'s  time,  was  bom  in  the  cattle  of  Lochflin  -,  bet 
^ere  is  no  certainty  of  it.  Farquhar,  the  firft  Earl  of  Rofi, 
and  founder  of  the  abbacy^  was  buried  in  this  pariihi  as 
were  Ceveral  others  of  the  Eark  of  Rois.  There  is  an  area 
in  the  abbacy,  appropriate  for  a  burial  place  for  all 
of  die  name  of  Rois ;  almoft  all  of  whom  in  the  north, 
bury  there.  General  Charles  Rofs  of  Balnagown.  who 
was  advanced  to  the  higheft  military  honours,  and  who 
had  a  principal  hand  in  2  very  bloody  wars  againfi  the 
King  of  France,  for  the  liberty  of  Europe,  under  the  an- 
fpices  of  William  and  Anne,  was  buried  here.  This  man 
was  equally  famous  for  the  arts  of  peace  and  war.  He 
died  at  Bath,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age,  1731.  There  is  aUb 
buried  here,  the  valiant  and  brave  Admind  Sir  John  Rq6 
of  Balnago^n, 

iiifcellaneotu  Obftrvatioms. — The  pe<^de  are  fober,  regu- 
lar, decent,  and  induftrious  \  they  are  alfo  generous  and  hu- 
mane. Their  condition,  however,  might  be  amdiorated 
confiderably,  could  they  have  coals  imported  duty  free, 
and  fome  heavy  multures  removed,  which  hinders  the  im- 
provement of  land,  an(l  checks  any  attempts  for  the  efia- 
bliihing  of  mannfaftures.  None  are  obliged  to  leaTc 
the  parifli  for  want  of  employment.  Some  few  inlift  year- 
ly as  foldiers.  Many  inlifted  in  the  late  Greneral  Frafer's 
regiment,  and  many  alfo  in  the  73d,  and  fome  in  the  42d 
and  75th  regiments.  The  people  are  generally  healthy 
find  robuft,  and  rather  above  the  common  ftature.  There 
may  be  12  in  the  parifli  above  6  feet  high.-^The  common 
people  fpeak  the  Gaelic  language,  though  many  of  them 
now  underiUnd  the  EngUfh.  The  names  of  places  ieem 
to  be  wholly  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  and  are  expref- 
flve  of  their  fituation,  occupation  of  the  inhabitants,  qua- 
lity of  the  place  or  foil,  &c*-«p-The  lands  in  this  pariHi 
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do  not  yield  near  one  half  of  the  crops  they  prodaced  2a 
•r  30  years  ago,  owing  to  the  cold  feafons.  Since  the  year 
1781,  there  has  been  nothing  like'  a  good  crop  among  us ; 
no  peas,  efpeciaUy,  came  to  any  aecoant  iince.  It  is  now 
bdeed  idle,  and  appears  fiibulous,  to  relate  the  crops  raxfed 
here  30  or  40  years  ago*  The  feafons  were  formerly  fo 
warm,  that  the  people  behoTed  to  unyoke  their  ploughs 
as  foon  as  the  fun  rofe,  when  fowing  barley ;  and  peiibns 
yet  living,  tell,  that  in  travelling  through  the  meadows  in 
the  loans  of  Feam,  in  fome  places  drops  of  honey  wei« 
&en  as  the  dew  on  the  long  grais  and  plantain^  fticking  to 
their  Iboes  as  they  walked  along  in  a  May  morning ;  and 
alTo  in  other  parts,  their  ihoes  were  <uled  as  with  cream, 
going  through  fuch  meadows.  Honey  and  bee-hives  were 
then  very  plenty,  which,  fince  the  year  1782,  are  like  to 
be  wholly  lofi,  and  extirpated  out  of*  the  country.  Cattle, 
butter  and  cheefe,  were  then  very  plenty  and  cheap^ 
There  are  people  yet  living  in  this  parifh,  who  have 
bought  young  oxen  for  15  s.  19  s.  and  L.  i^  which  now 
would  Goft  L*  4  Sterling  each  i  good  butter  fold  at  2s.  6d. 
and  3  s.  the  ftone  ;  cheefe  at  10  d.  the  done ;  and  vidual 
at  2  8.  6  d.  the  boU^  Some  of  the  abbou  of  Feam's  vi£hial 
was  only  valued  at  half  a  merk  Scots  the  boll ;  and  a 
gentleman  in  this  parifby  about  or  within  30  years  ago,  had 
a  proceis  for  getting  the  current  price  for  fome  of  the  ab- 
boti  teind-bolls,  which  was  brought  before  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  he  loft  it,  being  fixed  at  the  old  price  of  half  a 
merk  the  bolU— In  the  years  178a  and  1783,  vi&ual  got 
up  to  an  enormous  height,  hitherto  unknown  in  this  coun- 
try; being  fold  from  24  s.  to  tAb.  the  boll.  The  poor 
were  partly  relieved  by  the  wifdom  and  generofity  of  the 
Barons  of  Exchequer,  who  fent  300  bolls  of  viftual  to  the 
Sheriff  of  this  county,  to  be  difbibuted  gratis  among  th«( 
poor  of  the  different  pariihes,  aa  the  firft  relief;  and  ano« 
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ther  veflel  with  fo  muchy  to  be  fold  at  a  cheaper  me  thaa 
any  other  in  the  country  \  of  both  whichi  this  parilh  got 
their  proportion,  which  was  a  teafonable  relief.  And  Pn>- 
vidence  was  "kind  in  thofe  days  of  fcarcity,  in  providios 
plenty  of  filh  from  the  lea,  fo  that  not  only  thejordiaaiy 
fiibermen  caught  abundance,  and  fold  them  to  the  poor  un- 
til next  crop  grew  up,  but  many  poor  people  joined,  got 
difierent  cobles*  and  caught  a  quantity  of  cuddies,  red  cod- 
ImgSy  and  flounders,  near  the  fliore  *,  aHb  an  extraordinary 
quantity  of  fine  cockles  was  had  near  Tain,  on  this  fide  of 
the  Dornoch  frith,  -which  was  almoft  a  miraculous  fupplj 
and  iupport  to  this  and  all  the  neighbouring  parifhes ;  fo 
that  hundreds  of  men  and  women,  widi  their  horfes,  were 
feeu  daily  coming  home  with  great  burdens  and  loads  of 
the  heft  cockles,  in  fuch  abundance  as  they  never  appeared 
before  nor  fince.  Many  boat-loads  were  carried  to  difiant 
places'.  No  one  died  for  want  in  thb  parifh.  But  in  the 
year  1740,  in  the  like  fcarcity,  many  ftaived,— There  b 
no  kind  of  manufaAure  eflablifhed  here,  but  there  is  a 
^ood  deal  of  hemp  fpun  yearly,  from  the  mannfadure  at 
Cromarty,  which  will  circulate  L.  400  Sterling.  There 
will  alfb  be  drawn  about  L.  150  Sterling  yearly,  for  (pin- 
ning lint.  The  people  have  become  much  more  extrava- 
gant in  their  clothing  and  apparel,  cf  late  years,  buying 
thefe  chiefly  from  the  fliops,  whereas  fomierly  they  only 
Wore  their  own  country-made  cloth.  The  farmers  have 
never  yet  recovered  the  diftrcls  of  178a.  Many  of  them 
Were  reduced  thereby.  Luxury  has  crept  in  among  afi 
ranks  fince  1746,  and  all  articles  are  now  advanced  in 
price.  For  inftance,  fervants  could  buy  a  pair  of  iboes  in 
"thofe  days  for  rod.  which  now  coft  them  from  as.  6d.  to 
3  s.  a  pair." In  this  parifli,  the  people  are  far  from  market. 
There  is  no  demand  ordinatily  for  the  viftual  here,  until 
all  is  fold,  bot  bnly  in  the  Ibuthem  counties^  but  even  in 
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the  weftern  part  of  this  fame  county ;  and  the  tenants  be- 
ing in  ftraits  for  money  at  Martiamas^  often  Cell  the  few 
bolls  they  can  difpofe  of,  at  10  s. ;  thcfy  feldom  get 
more  for  it  till  Whitfunday,  which  is  the  time  the  price 
generailly  rifes.  Sinoe  the  feafons  have  varie'd  for  much, 
and  turned  fo  cold,  they  are  ai  a  great  difadvantage  for 
want  of  grafs ;  for  the  commen  leys  and  meadows  that  ufed 
to  yield  grafs,  which  might  be  cut  down  by  fcythesi  now  a- 
days  yield  but  a  very  fcanty  pafture  for  ai^y  cattle  or  Iheep. 
The  average  rent  of  farms  was  169  ao,  and  25  boUs, 
the  greater  ones  30  and  35  bolls  each,  with  a  very  few 
cTceprinns  nf  40^  45 »  and  jo  bolls.  But  now  feveral  have 
farms  of  70,  80,  120,  and  130  bolls,  fo  that  the  number 
of  &rmers  is  diminiihing ;  which,  together  with  the  annual 
emigration  froln  the  pariih,  is  the  reafon  that  the  popula- 
tion has  not  increafed  for  feveral  years.  Several  young 
•men  and  women  go  annually'^  to  fervice  from  this,  efpe^ 
cially  to  Gromarty,  Invcrncls,  Moray,  and  Aberdeen 
fhires,  and  fome  to  Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  NewcafUe,  and 
fome  of  the  Colonies ;  fome  young  men  after,  and  fome 
before  they  have  learned  any  handicraft.  Property  in 
land  cannot  be  faid  to  be  often  changing,  except  in  a  hvi 
infbnces.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  as  there  is  an  union 
of  &rms,  fo  is  there  of  eflates  in  this  parifh  ;  i  heritor  pof- 
feffing  what  1,  3,  and  4  poffeffed  jo  or.  40  years  ago.  The 
lail  crop  was  generally^  the  fcantiefl  in  quantity,  and  efpe- 
ciaDy  as  to  the  quality  of  the  barley  fincc  1782  \  owing  to 
the  cold  fummer  and  harvefi.  So  that,  in  one  word,  the 
only  mean^  whereby  the  condition  of  the  people  could  be 
axneliofated,  next  to  better  feafons,  would  be,  for  the  Le- 
ipflature  to  allow  coals  duty  &ee. 


NUM. 


301  Statiftical  Account 

NUMBER    XL. 

PARISH   OF   KNOCKANDOW, 
(county   of    MORAY.) 

Bj^  the  Rev.  Mr  Fravcxs  C&ant. 

Nami,  Situation f  Extent ^  Soii^  {/c* 

K  Nock  AND  ow  has  its  name  from  two  Celtic  words^ 
Knocks  fignifying  *  hill/  and  Dov)^  *  black.'  It  is  &• 
toated  in  the  county  of  Moray,  preibytery  of  Aberdonr 
and  Synod  of  Moray,  about  lo  miles  in  length,  and,  at  an 
average,  2  in  breadth.  It  is  bounded  on  the  S.  and  S.  W« 
by  the  pariihes  of  Inve^ven  and  Aberdour,  from  which  it 
18  feparated  by  the  river  Spey,  one  of  the  moil  rapid  in 
Scotland }  on  the  E«  by  Rothes,  on  the  N.  by  Bimie  and 
Dallas,  on  the  W.  by  EdinkiUy  and  Cromdale.— The 
country  is  hilly  \  the  foil  either  deep  mofs  or  £uidy  gravel ; 
the  air  dry  and  healthy. — Spey  is  the  only  river  conneft- 
ed  with  the  pariih,  which  produces  lalmon ;  but  owing  to 
cruives,  few  of  them  get  up  this  lengA.  The  hills  are  co- 
vered with  heath,  and  the  river-fide  with  birch,  oak  and 
alder.  The  many  imaXL  rivulets  that  defcend  from  die 
hiUs,  are  frequently  in  the  months  of  February  and  No- 
vember fwelled  by  the  rains,  overflow  their  banks,  and  do 
confiderable  harm.    Thta  happened  particularly  in  1783, 
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when  a  water-fpout,  there  is  realbn  to  believe,  &11  in  the 
adjatent  hills. 

Po^fitoi9».-— According  to  Dr  Webfier's  return,  the 
numbers  were  1261*  The  population  is  rather  leis  than 
about  25  years  ago,  many  having  gone  to  Aberdeen.  The 
number  of  all  ages  at  prefent  is  about  1500  -,  of  whom  600 
are  males,  and  900  females.  The  annual  average  of  births 
IS  40,  of  marriages  Z2.  The  number  of  libuls  under  zo  is 
460,  and  from  70  to  xoo  is  36. 

:4gricttiture.^^Tbe  grain  principally  cultivated  is  black 
oats,  big,  or  Scotch  bear,  fome  rye,  turnip  and  potatoes^ 
There  is  very  little  artificial  grais.  Seed-time  generally 
begins  in  the  end  of  March,  and  continues  through  this 
whole  of  April.  Harveft  here  is  in  Auguft,  September 
and  Ofiober.  The  land-rent  of  the  parilh  is  about  L.  aooo. 
The  fifhings  produce  about  L.  zo  a-year.  The  number  of 
borfes  300,  of  cattle  3000,  of  iheep  5000.  There  may  be 
about  ifo  ploughs,  all  of  the  Scotch  kind,  except  one. 
The  laft  in  general  are  very  bad.  The  very  beft  arable  land 
is  14s.  the  acre)  the  general  iize  of  fiurms  about  30  acres. 

Stipend^  Poor,  i^c^—Thc  value  of  the  living,  including 
the  glebe,  is  L.  8  j  Sterling.  Sir  James  Grant  of  Grant  is 
jntron.  The  church  was  built  in  Z757,  and  the  manfe  in 
Z767.  There  are  4  heritors. — ^Thc  number  of  poor  is  20. 
The  coUedions  for  their  relief  are  about  L.  3 ;  and  the 
Imes  ti  delinquents,  with  what  arifes  from  a  mortificadott« 
may  amooni  to  L.  7. 

Fricit  and  JVi^es^f^Vrovi^oxis  formerly  were  very  cheap. 
A  £u  oz  might  have  been  got  for  L.  i,  5  s.  and  a  iheep  for 
3S.4d.i  abollaf  oat^meal  for68.8d,    NoW|  beef  and 
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mtttcoQ  Cell  at  3d.  the  ppund«  meal  at  149.  tbc  boll,  and 
fowhf  which  fold  at  2  d.  coft  6  d.  and  7  d.-— A  labourer 
will  earn  6  d.  a-da^  in  fummery  and  4  d.  in  winter,  inclu- 
ding vidnak.  A  wrigbtSd.  amafon  lod.  and  a  tailor  4  d. 
bcfides  viAoals.  A  common  kbonrer,  when  married, 
codd  never  maintain  his  family*  if  he  had  not  a  Imall  croic. 
This  deicription  of  men,  in  general,  is  in  great  povert  j. 
A  mon  fervant  earns  from  L.  4^  xcs.  to  L.  5  a^year,  and  a 
woman  L.  x  :  13  :  4. 

Mifcellaneous  Ob/ervations.^-The  Gaelic  was  generally 
Ipoken  here  tiU  about  jo  years  ago.>-Feat9  are  the  only  fuel. 
«»Tbc  general  fize  of  the  people  is  about  5  feet  6  inches^ 
and  their  complexion  black.  Many  of  them  are  very  de» 
ficient  in  indufby,  but  occQaomical.  They  are  fond  of  a 
military  life,  and  prefer  the  Highland  regiments. — ^The 
roads  in  the  pariih  were  formerly  well  made,  and  kept  in 
good  repair;  but,  for  fome  time  pad,  they  have  been 
greatly  ne^efted.  Tbe  people,  fenfible  of  this  negled:, 
pay  the  fiatute4abour  in  kind,  and  work,  it  may  be  lup- 
pofed,  as  little  as  poiGble.  Were  a  more  liberal  plan  of 
management  adopted^  and  the  ftatute-labour  commotec^ 
it  would  be  more  agreeable,  and  of  much  advantage.  The 
pcopk  here  have  no  idea  of  turnpikes,  or  their  advantages. 
•^In  1782,  there  was  neither  a  iiiBEiciency  of  feed  nor  bread, 
and  had  not  Government  interfered,  numbers  mufl  have 
ftarved;  but  the  fupply  granted,  relieved,  in  a  great  de- 
{gcrCf  their  wants.-— The  pariih,  in  general,  is  unindofed. 
11m  people  are  fenfible  of  the  advantage  of  inclofiires,  baft 
they  are  little  encouraged,  except  by  one  of  the  heritois. 
The  condition  of  the  people  might  be  much  meliorated,  by 
frayliag  them  leiies  for  38  years,  and  a  lifetime,  by  en- 
•Mi^ragiBg  ioclofure^  and  giving  them  good  eyampbes  of 

jbufiHodry. 
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f  AHISH    o»    BALRYMPLE, 
■(county  of   AtK.)-  ■'- 

Jty  tie  J?«v.  Mr  EscN^^f  R  Waijczr. 
Name,  SiimaUon^  Soily  }£c, 

*    i     .  ' 

DAxETWttE  afpeaiB  ttobe  ^  Gadic  wocdt  Daky^mUkf 
axid  figDifiea  *tlici^all^«£die  llapg))cer  of  the  king*' 
Bere,  k  is  fuiifi«)ftd,  Goilnft  kin;  q£  dbr  Sntons  UU.  Tkb 
parifb  is  in  the  yrcftTtcrj-oC  Ak^  aaA  Sfnod  of  GkSgmr 
and  Air.— *The  lower  part  of  it  is  delightfully  fituated, 
tind  is  vaUey-gronnd,  fitiroondcd  on  i)D%h  fides  with  litde 
gmen  bills.  Near  the  river  Does,  for  the  fpoce  of  5  or  5 
fliiies  3.  £.  tbb  fituation  it  beantifial.  TJb  length  of  *e 
paaifli  is  i  or  7  miles ;  its  breadth^  in  fetrecal  piaoes,  is  a 
Scotch  mike.  Dalrjmple  is  ixmnded  hj  the  pariihes  of 
Pohndlington,  Coykon,  Mayboky  Air  and  Kii^midiatl. 
^mTbm  general  appearance  of  the  coomry  is  partly  flat^  and 
fully  kslfy;  part  of  the  fidlisienik,  and  part  baranj 
pofft  of  it  dnp,  and  part  Ihallofw.  Sofne  of  it  wellcnki* 
Tated  and  manured  by  lime  or  marL  There  is  variety  of 
fliineral  fprings  and  lochs.  There  is  only  one  river  called 
Dioon,  whssh  flows  fmsia  Loch  Dune.  After  a  coorfe  up- 
I  of  04  miks  of  munoos  moAogs  and  tuniiogs,  it  dif-- 
Vol..  IV,  Q^q  charget 


3o6  Statical  Acemau 

charges  itfdif  bto  the  fea.  The  river  is  ftored  with  tioat, 
ikkDODt  pike  and  eeL  The  tidmon^fifhing  here  lets  at  {ire- 
fent  for  L.  ij*  This  fpeciet  of  fiih  is  fold  in  fiunmcr  for 
6d.  the  poundy  the  feafon  in  which  it  is  in  its  hi^heft 
per&Aion*    There  is  £reeftooe,  ma^l  and  Umc. 

Ptifmtatiim  i —  A  rrtn-ding  to  Dr  Webfier*s«retanis,  the 
anmbers  were  439.  The  nnmber  of  fouls  at  prefientis 
380. 

Males,  •  170    Farmers  and  their  fionilicsp  a35 

Females,         •  no     Weavers,  •  6 

F.iaminaMe  perfons,  a6o    Smiths,  -  3 

Annual  births,  abont    17    Shoemakers,  -  3 

■  marriages,  do.    8    Wrights,  -       i 

•^-^—  burials,  do.      ix    Tailors,  -  •         x 

Farmers,  40    Inhabited  boofies,         -        86 

No  feAsries.  The  proportion  between  the  annual  birtfas 
and  dM  whole  populatioa  is  as  i  to  04  i  between  the  msr* 
riages  and  the  whole  popnlatioa  as  1  to  jS4 1  between  the 
deaths  and  the  whok  population  as  z  to  40. 

Jgrieukuri.'-^'tbit  pariih,  fi>r  the  moft  part,  fuppUes  it- 
felf  with  provifions,  and  fometimes  exports.  A  oonfider- 
able  proportion  of  the  gronnda  is  emplojed  in  raifiag  com, 
roots,  potatoes,  and  cabbage.  Only  a  Jew  acres  are  culti- 
vated in  raifing  hemp  or  flax.  There  are  many  acres,  both 
m  fown  grafs  and  pafture,  but  more  in  pafture.  The  &nn- 
.ers  here  commonly  fow  between  the  middle  of  March  asd 
the  end  of  April ;  and  reap  between  the  middle  of  Augofi 
and  the  end  of  September.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  15^, 
X s. id.  Scotch. 

Siipindj  Poor^  E^rw— The  church  was  built  in  1764. 
the  manfe  in  17x89  and  both  of  them  were  lately  repaired. 

The 


Tht  Taloe  of  the  Uviag  it  about  L.  76  or  L.  8o.  Tho 
^ebe  is  escreinoly  fmalL  Thore  are  5  heiiton.  The  Xing 
it  patron^— >The  ooaiher  of  poor  on  the  roll  it  ^.  The 
jcailj  amooat  of  the  cdkfliont  for  their  relief^  is  about 
L.IS.  There  it  alio  about  L.  ao,  for  their  mabtenanoc^ 
in  the  Bank  of  Air*  No  pariih  in  the  prcib jtery  has  itt 
poor  better  fiipplied. 

MifeJkmnm  Oifirvaiians.'^ThiM  pariih  laj  fonnerlj 
under  dibdvantaget,  which  are  now,  in  a  great  meafnre* 
ttautttdf  bj  meant  o£  indoioret  and  good  roadt»— There 
are  3  old  caOlesi  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  it  called 
Borfaifton.  A  battle  it  faid  to  have  been  fought  between 
Diek  of  Baibiiloa  and  Kennedy,  the  latter  of  whom  war 
killed.  And  from  the  ftone  which  killed  him,  the  place 
it  reported  to  hare  been  called  Barbarous  Staaff  or  Barbi- 
floQ.  Some  ftoaet  of  the  old  vaulu  were  found,  and  bear 
die  datet  of  1340  and  1345.  A  fpear,  and  feveral  large 
bonet,  which  diffolved  when  ezpofed  to  the  air,  were  alfo 
foond  near  tfait  fpou-— The  price  of  provifions  has  increalcd 
much  wtchia  theie  £bw  yean.  A  day't  waget  for  a  labon* 
ler  in  hulbandrj,  are  generally  from  10  d.  to  1 1.  5  d.  tlie 
day.  The  waget  of  a  common  labourer,  when  married, 
are  from  L.  3  to  L.  3, 10  s.  in  the  half  year,  and  are  fou.id 
little  enoo^  to  bring  up  a  &mily.  The  fiiel  commonly 
uied  it  coal  and  peat.  Very  little  wood  is  ufed.  The 
prioe  of  the  coal  and  peat  is  nearly  the  iame,  from  4  d.  to 
64L  the  load.  The  people  in  general  are  difpofed  to  in- 
doftry,  and  are  osconomigaL 
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CfNTTED  PAIOSHES  qr  DTJTHlL  ahd  ILOTffiR 
'  MtTRCHUS. 

(counties   of    MURRAY    AND    INYERNESS.) 

D  u  T  H  r  U 

Mnw »  Skmattfrnt  Smjbiet  MC  V^*^ 

THE  tttoieiit  naipe  of  tht  pariA  of  Dttiliil  w«9  6Jmi» 
cbeamicby  fignifyiDgv  in  Gaelic,  <<  Glte  of  Heroes  ;* 
fiN>fn  variom  exploiits  of  the  inhabitaRts  io  ezpelltng  die 
Cummind^  from  that  part  of  the  oouiitryy  as  wel  as  from 
tbeir  obftinate  defence  of  it,  afterwards  againft  the  deprs* 
dations  of  the  Highlanders.  The  modem  name  DiHhil  is 
from  Dtoj^^al/y  **  exeellent  valley ; -'  die  Kirk-town  be- 
ing fituated  upon  a  rifing  groand,  commanding  the  pro- 
fped  of  a  valley  about  looo  acres.  The  parifli  is  in  die 
county  and  Synod  of  Murray,  and  prefrytery  of  Aber- 
nethy  ;  extends  14  miles  from  £.  to  W.  and  is  xo  miles 
in  breadth,  is  bounded  by  the  parifli  of  Moy  on  the  N. 
by  Alvcy  on  the  W,  by  Abemethy  on  the  S.  and  by  In- 
yerallen  on  the  £.    The  general  appearance  14  hilly,  with 
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Ir,  bbdh  and  alder,  «a  the  fldrts  of  the  hilb ;  but  hejmi 
Aem  it  is  covered  with  heath,  and  is  rocky.  It  is  divi- 
ded nearly  into  two  equal  parts  by  the  river  Dulnan,  &g* 
Bifyiag  in  GaeUc,  **  floody/'  ninning  from  W.  to  £•  a- 
hoat  14  miles.  On  both  fides  of  which  lies  a  great  par« 
ef  the  arable  ground.  The  foil  towards  the  lower^end  of 
die  paiiiky  which  widens  into  a  flat  for  feveral  miles,  fi«e^ 
i|iakently  overflowed  by  the  Di^an,  is  deep.  Towards  th^t 
upper  end,  and  at  a  difiance  from  the  river,  (hallow,  yet 
fleitik  throngh  the  wh<^.  The  climate  is  extremely 
hedAy,  and  the  mod  common  diftempers  are  nervous  fe- 
vers, and  fwellings  in  the  joints,  occafioned,  moft  proba* 
bl^,  by  the  vieiflitudes  of  heat  and  cold,  which  occafion^ 
too  frequent  and  imprudent  changes  of  warmer  elothing 
for  the  Highland  garb.  '  There  are  feveral  mineral  fpringil 
in  the  pariA,  0wo  of  wtuch  have  been  ferviceable  in  the 
gravri. 

Ammab^  fee.*— The  quadrupeds  are  of  the  common 
kind  in  the  ISghknds.  Some  of  the  horfes  are  of  the 
huge  labouring  fp^ies.  The  Highland  garrons,  as  they 
are  called,  though  not  fe  fefficient  for  labour,  are  more  a* 
dapted  to  the  lower  claA  of  people,  eafily  fupported,  by 
running  out  in  the  fields  moft  part  of  winter.  This 
country,  onoe  ftored  vrith  the  fineft  wooUed  kind  of  (heep, 
Ito  far  feme  years  been  over-run  with  the  coarfe  Lint<Ut 
tateed,  which  ought  to  be  extirpated*  from  every  country. 
The  parifii  abounds  with  groufe,  partridge  ai)d  black* 
game,  and.  a  vafl  variety  of  the  fmaller  kind  of  birds, 
Th«  wood-coek  appeata  in  OAober;  and  diiappeaxa  in 
▲priL 

P»/dMMb— -At:  the  rime  of  Dr  Webftet^s  ttport,  the 
avmbrn  ia  DutKl  «ikd  Rodliamnrehus  were  X7S5.    In- 
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Ae  etrlier  periods  of  focietj  here,  wke&  only  the  furtB  of 
ibe  bilk  were  inbabicedt  the  lower  grouncb  bdiig  covered 
with  wood»  and  infefted  by  wolves  and  other  rftTcnoas 
animals,  the  population  bore  a  nearer  proportion  to  what 
it  now  is  than  it  did  for  a  leries  of  years  previous  to  the 
sebellion  in  1745.  Since  that  memorable  period,  the  po- 
pulation has  decrea&d  confiderably,  owing  chiefly  to  two 
caufes.  The  opportunity  aflbrded  young  adventorect  la 
traverCe  the  field  of  fortune,  and  throwing  land  into  large 
&rms.  The  amount  of  the  prdfant  population  of  Dothit 
is  830,  all  of  the  cfiabliibed  church  \  males,  37a ;  fiemaks 
458 ;  annual  average  of  births,  70 ;  deaths,  15  s  mar* 
ciages,  15;  fouls  under  10,  150  i  from  xo  to  ao,  144, 
from  ao  to  50, 195 ;  from  50  to  70,  98 ;  from  70  to  100, 
43  ;  frurmers  and  familica,  54  ;  houfehold  fervants,  3 ;  la- 
bouring fiervants,  male  and  female,  a30 ;  one  ftudeht  at 
college.  Formerly  moft  of  the  gentlemen's  (boa  and  of 
fiurmers  fiudied  at  college ;  but  fi>r  40  years  paft,  they 
have  become  adveoturen  abroad.  Number  of  pedbns 
bom  in  other  parilhes  in  Scotland,  141 ;  number  of  gen* 
try,  5*  About  ao  yean  ago  there  was  a  coofiderabk 
number  of  very  creditable  gentlemen  with  families  in  dus 
pari(h,  moft  of  whom  have  now  become  ezdnft ;  and  the 
£bw  remaining  are  foon  likely  to  become  fo^  their  (bos 
preferring  various  purfaits  abroad ;  batchelon,  3 ;  eac^ 
.  marriage,  at  an  average,  produces  7  children  \  inhabited 
houfesy  166;  perfians  at  an  average  to  eadi  inhabited 
houfe,  5* 

4griaJiunf  &c.«-CattIe,  at  an  averagCt  are  ioaa» 
^^^'  3424 ;  horGes,  315 ;  ploughs  of  the  Scotch  kind» 
and  a  few  Englilh,  Z05 ;  carts,  a6o ;  arable  acres,  2x83 ; 
all  under  com  and  potatoes,  ezoeptittg  a  few  nnder  cdK 
hfige,  tnriMp  and  iown  graft;   acres  in  meadow-grafi^ 
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2467  ;  acKS  ia  mofii  and  moor  adjoining  to  the  arable  and 
meadow,  4650.  What  quantitj  of  ground  lies  wafle,  or 
in  commoni  being  the  hillj  part  of  the  parifli,  I  cannot 
aicertmn.  At  leaft  a  third  of.  the  parifli  is  under  wood. 
The  pariih  fnpplies  kfelf  abundantly  with  provifions. 
The  only  articles  of  export  are  black  cattle  and  iheep. 
The  real  rent  of  the  pariih  is  about  L.  1100  Sterling. 
There  are  but  a  few  indofures  in  the  pariih.  The  peq>le 
mnrmur  exceedingly  at  indofures,  their  cattle  having  been 
aocuAomed  to  range  promifcuouily  through  the  year,  ez-  ' 
cepdng  in  the  fummer  feafon,  and  while  the  corns  are  on 
the  ground. 

Stipenif  School^  Poor. — The  value  of  the  living,  indo- 
ding  2  glebes,  is  L.  67.  The  church  was  built  in  1400, 
repaired  in  1770.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1704,  rebuik 
in  1763.  Sir  James  Grant  is  patron,  and  the  only  heri> 
tor^-— There  are  a  Cchoob,  a  parochial  one,  and  the  other 
eftaUilhed  by  the  Sodety  for  propogating  Chrifliaa 
Knoiiriedge.  The  (alary  of  the  parochial  fchool  is  xoo 
merks.  The  lalary  and  per^iiites  will  amount  to  about 
L.  xa  Sterling.  The  number  of  fcholars  during  the  win- 
ter ieaGan  is  about  30.  In  former  years,  when  a  number 
of  gentlemen's  fiuuilies  refided,  there  were  ufually  about 
70  Gcholais,  fome  of  whom  were  fent  yearly  to  the  Uni- 
Terfity.  But  the  ialary  is  now  fo  inadequate  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  living,  that  no  proper  fchoolmailer  can  be  had  ; 
fo  that  the  gentlemen  are  obliged  to  fend  their  children, 
at  a  great  expence,  to  diilant  counties  to  fchool.  The 
ialary  of  the  Sodety  fchool  is  L.  9  Sterling,  with  fuitable 
conveniencies,  fumiihed  by  the  tenants,  in  whofe  diilrid 
the  ichod  is  (latianed.  The  number  of  fchdars,  at  an  &- 
verage,  does  not  exceed  ao^— The  number  of  poor  lecd- 
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Mig  alms  IS  i6.    Tht  annual  conuibvliMs  fior  Adr  i» 
lief  do  not^ftceed  L.  3.    There  b  no  eftabUihed  £Bnd« 

PricUf  fVageSf  &e.—TlM price  of  beef,  Sar  nfew  jcaxi»lni 
fiood  at  3§d.  the  lb*  fomcrly  at  i|  d. ;  nratton  now  at  3 1. 
Ibrmerlj  1  d. ;  butter,  12  s.  fonnedy  5  s.  die  ftone  ;  chede 
iirom  4s.  to  6  s.  fonnerlj  a  s.  6d.  Days  wages  of  labour- 
ert  in  hoibandryy  and  oommon  laboorers,  when  aaarried, 
IS.  wbich  is  fttfficientto  maintain  a  &mUy.  Thefadnfei 
is  wood  and  peat,  and  is  the  moft  eiqienfiTe  fnel  in  any 
.part  of  Scotland,  requiring  the  labour  of  the  wlide  fiun- 
mer.  Thus  the  farmer  is  under  the  neceffity  of  ncgkft* 
ing  the  proper  bufinels  of  the  farm.  The  u&al  wages  of 
male  domeftic  fervaots  are  L.  6  a*year ;  female  iomnti 
L.  3*  They  are  entitled  to  ieveral  articles  befidea  wagci, 
and  engage  only  for  a  half-year,  which  is  Tery  diftirflhg  to 
the  farmer.  If  lome  mode  is  not  adopted  to  regulate  the  wbp 
gcs  of  iervants,  fiich  as  reftriding  their  wages  to  a  reafoo* 
able  fum,  by  the  univer&l  confent  of  ooonties,  die  fiamer 
muft  unavoidably  faiL  Servants  during  die  fumroer,  AriD 
about  idly,  and  live  upon  their  farmer  half-year's  wages, 
knowing  that  the  farmer  muft  yield  to  the  Ugfaeft  terms 
when  the  harveft  approaches.  The  idea  of  preventing,  or 
even  diicouraging  fervants  from  gomg  to  the  footfa  coun- 
try, (o  univerfally  fuggefted,  approaches  too  near  to  op- 
preffion.  Servants  confeis  that  their  wages  are  beyond 
the  profits  of  their  labour,  but  when  i  or  a  farmers  an 
neceffitated  for  labourers,  they  are  obliged  to  give  high 
fees,  and  firom  this  view  numbers  of  fervants  lie  in  waiting. 
The  increafe  in  value  of  ialeaUe  articles  might  feemia^y 
admit  of  an  augmentation  of  rent.  But  letting  die  Hill- 
improvements  to  feparate  pofleflbrs,  having  dimiai&cd 
tbeie  articles,  by  reducing  the  number  of  cattle,  and  tkefc 
too  pinched  in  their  pafture,  Hill  the  fuse  number  of  ler- 
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trants  ii  neceiTary.    It  would  therefore  be  of  infinite  ad- 
vantage to  the  pofleiTors  of  low  farms  to  have  the  Hill-im- 
pibvements  alfo  in  their  pofleflion,  or  portioned  out  upon 
the  common  pafture,  though  they  fliould  pay  the  addition 
of  rent.     Tius  obfervation,  if  appUcabU  only  to  a  parti- 
cular diftrift,  would  be  foreign  to  the  purpofe ;  but  it  ex- 
tends to  a  vaft  track  of  country ;  to  the  weftern  diftrids  of 
Aberdeen,  Banff  and  Murray  ihires ;  and  ^  great  part  of 
Inveraeb  and  Perth   fliires,  which  properly  comprehend 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland.     Servants  wagte  having  in- 
creafed  fo  prodigioufly,  it  is  more  advantageous  to  the  ^- 
mer  to  employ  cottagers  or  day  labourers,  for  the  purpofes 
of  faii(bandry,  where  fiiel  and  other  necefTaries  can  be  con- 
veniently had ;  but  where  it  is  otherwife,  the  difficulty 
of  cdkAing  fuel  for  the  tenant's  own  ufe,  and  alfo  for  the 
cottagers,  which  would  be  neceflary,  if  employed  in  his 
fervice,  woiiid  be  unfurmountable.     Employing  cottagers 
or  day  labourers  univerfally  in  this  way,  being  generally 
married,  would  have  the  good  effed  of  increafing  popula- 
tion, as  well  as  fubjeding  fervants  to  mox^  tolerable  be- 
haviour, where  they  muft  neceffarily  be  had.     Still  thertf 
is  one .  particular  abfolutely  neceflary  to   be    obferved, 
which,  if  not  attended  to,  will  be  an  unfurmountable  bar 
to  the  farmer's  ioduftry.    It  is  the  proper  regulation  of 
the  price  of  corn  and  meal ;  when  meal  can  be  had  under 
16  s.  a  boll,  (144  lb.  Averdupois,^  the  difierent  clafTes  of 
labourers  become  idly  difpofed.    The  wages  of  i  half.yeat 
will  maintain  them  idle  a  great  part  of  the  year< 

JRoads  and  BriJges.-^Tht  roads  and  bridges  bave  foi: 
feme  years  been  kept  in  repair,  by  ftatute  labour  exafted 
in  kind.  The  road  from  Granto^im  to  Aviemore,  13 
miles  in  length,  was  repaired  in  1779  to  24  feet  in 
breadthy  being  formerly  la  feet,  by  the  country  people. 
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• 
at  the  requeft  of  the  proprietor  Sir  Jtmes  Grant,  witbout 
afieOing  the  ftatute  labour  of  the  year.  Of  which  road 
there  are  9  milea  extending  through  the  Xootkem  limits  of 
the  pariibp  therefore,  of  no  material  advantage  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  chiefly  accommodating  the  pnb&c 
The  bridges  Were  originally  built  at  the  ejcpence  of  the 
proprietor,  one  of  which,  a  ftone  bridge  of  one  aicb,  oivet 
the  water  of  Dulnan,  built  in  1700,  having  now  ialkn  in- 
to difrepair,  u  completely  fopplied  by  a  bridge  built  hft 
fimimer,  1791,  clofe  by  it.  A  military  road  being  pro- 
jeAed  by  Duthil  to  Duileybridge,  than  which,  if  cgcCTitfd 
equal  to  what  of  it  is  fioiflied,  no  road  can  be  more  com* 
plete.  For  the  proper  line  of  this  road,  the  public  axe 
much  indebted  to  the  affiduity  and  attention  of  Colonel 
Montgomery,  Infpedor  General  of  militaxy  roads;  ha^ 
ving  traverfed  on  foot  a  vail  track  of  very  nigged  ground 
for  that  purpofe,  and  thereby  rendered  the  line  at  kaft  4 
miles  ihortcr  than  that  univeriaUy  adopted,  before  Colo- 
nel Montgomery  infpeded  it,  at  the  lame,  time  avoiding 
the  expence  of  bridges,  and  the  inconveniency  of  rifing 
ground.  The  obje&ion  to  this  line,  which  appeared  to 
other  infpeftors,  arofe  from  mofles  of  inunenfe  d^th  in- 
tervening. 

» 
Mifcellaneous  Obftrvations. — The  general  fize  of  the 
people  is  5  feet  6*  The  greateft  heif^t  whidi  any  indivi* 
dual  in  the  parifli  has  attained  to,  is  that  of  a  gentleman  a* 
live  at  prefent,  being  6  feet  7,  handfome  and  well  proper* 
tioned.— i-They  are  extremely  induftrious,  more  properly 
laborious,  in  the  cultivation  of  their  pofleffiona,  fupedB« 
tioufly  treading  in  the  footfteps  of  their  anceftors,  diiregard- 
ing  every  new  mode  of  improvement,  in  which,  unforto- 
nately,  this  country  is  not  fingular.     To  emancipate  from 
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ti  prejtt^ce  to  iiniverfkl  and  deeplj  rooted,  will  require 
ftrong  and  uncommon  exertions.  The  effi>rts  of  a  native 
have  hitherto  had  fo  little  eSt&^  that  they  onlj  ferve  to 
verify,  *  That  a  prophet  has  no  honour  in  his  own  coun- 
^  try/  The  only  effeftual  mode  would  be,  by  one  or  more 
ftrangers  of  experience  fettHng  in  fuch  diftrids,  as  a  necefli* 
ty  of  this  kind  requires.  Though  proprietors,  for  a  num* 
ber  of  years,  ihotdd  give  the  higheft  encouragement,  the 
advantage  in  time  would  be  immenfe. — Until  of  late,  the 
people  were  very  fond  of  a  military  life  ;  but  the  wages  of 
fervants  increafing  fo  exceedingly,  that  fpirit  is  almod  to- 
tally overcome.  Formerly  none  would  inlift  but  in  the 
Highland  corps.  Bounty-money  now  determines  the 
choice.  The  people  are  fafficiently  ooconomical,  yet  ex- 
tremely hofpitable  and  well  difpofed.  They  enjoy  the 
comforts  and  advantages  of  fociety,  as  much  as  an  inland 
country,  and  a  fevere  climate,  will  admit  of. — The  fitua- 
tion  of  the  parifh  in  1782  and  1783  was  truly  diftrelfing. 
Had  it  not  been  for  Government  bounty,  and  Sir  James 
Grant's  large  fupplies  from  diilant  countries,  the  poorer 
clals  of  people  "would  have  periihed.  So  great  was  the  de- 
fbiiflion  of  the  crop  in  1782,  by  the  froft  fefting  m  fo  ear- 
ly as  the  month  of  Auguft,  that  the  mofl  fubdantial  com 
which  was  ient  to  fome  of  the  mills  in  this  pariih,  was  a 
crop  of  wild  oats  from  a  piece  of  ground  which  had  been 
ploughed,  but  not  fown.  From  various  obfervations  made 
upon  this  kind  of  grain,  it  appears  to  be  a  fpontaneous  pro- 
dnffion ;  fo  that  ihould  oats,  by  fome  calamity,  be  fweeped 
off  from  theface  of  the  earth,  it  might  be  regained  by  a  . 
proper  cultivation  of  this  fpecies  of  grain,  offenfive  as  it  is. 
It  will  naturally  occur  ^o  thofe  unacquainted  with  a  fevere 
cKmate,  that  early  fowing  would,  in  fome  degree,  prevent 
the  fittal  efieSs  of  froft.    This  may  anfwer  in  a  favourable 
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^limfttey  but  imprafiicabley  where  for  moft  iieaibas  th« 
ground  is  bomb  proof  in  the  middle  of  March,  and  incr« 
puddle  for  fome  time  thereafter.    In  1680,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  recoUeded,  there  was  a  famine  in  this  and  the  neigh* 
bouring  counties*  of  the  moft  &tal  confeqnence.       The 
poorer  fort  of  people  frequented  the  church-yard,  to  pull  a 
mtis  of  nettles,  and  firequentlj  ftruggled  about  the  prey, 
being  the  earlieft  fprlng  greens,  which  they  greedily  fed 
upon,  boiled  without  meal  or  fait.      So  many  families 
periihed  from  want,  that,   for  6   miles  in  a  well  inhabi- 
ted extent,  within  the  year  there  was  not  a  y«roi^^  remaining. 
Nurfing  \f  omen  were  found  dead  upon  the  public  roads,  and 
babes  in  the  agonies  of  death  fucking  at  their  mother's 
breafts.     ^i  umbers,  to  avoid  the  horror  of  their  bodies  be- 
ing expofed,  finding  the  near  approaches  of  unavoidable 
death,  crawled  to  tbp  church»yard,  for  the  purpofe  of  more 
immediate  interment,  that  the  earth,  which  denied  them 
fubfiilenpe,  m^gbt  pioufly  receive  their  remains  into'  its  bo- 
fom. — An  augmentation  of  rent,  the  prodigious  increafe  of 
fervants  wages,  and  letting  (mall  improvements  towards 
the  ikirts  of  the  hiHs,  called  Hill-improvements,  all  concur 
as  caufes  of  great  alteration  in  the  cufloms  and  ftyle  of  U* 
ving  of  the  inhabitants,  within  thefe  20  years.     That  emi- 
grations, to  an  eztenfive  degree,  have  happened  from  a 
coimtry  where  fuch  opprefllon  prevails,  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at.     Still  emigration  b  no  criterion  to  judge  by,  of 
the  fituaiion  of  a  people.     Whole  tribes,  who  enjoyed  tbc 
comforts  of  life  in  a  reafonable  degree,  have  of  late  years 
emigrated  from  different  parts  of  Scotland,  from  mere  ho- 
mour,  and  a  fantaflical  idea  of  becoming  their  own  mailers 
and  freeholders. — The  language  principally  fpoken  is  the 
paelic,  and  the  names  of  places  arc  derived  from  that  lan- 
guaj^ej  as  Craig-Elacbie^ ,'  Rock  of  Alarm.'    There  arc  a 

rocks 
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rocks  of  the  fame  name,  one  zv  each  extremity  of  the 
country  called  Strathfpey,  about  30  miles  difbmt.  Upon  the 
approach  of  an  enemy,  the  fignal  was  fent  from  the  one  to 
the  other,  for  all  St  to  bear  anns  to  appear  at  an  appoiot- 
cd  place.  Hence  the  Grants  motto,  *  Stand  fail  Craig- 
*  Elachie.' — The  only  principal  inn  in  the  pariih  is  at  A- 
viemore.  There  are  no  ale-houfes.  The  number  of  houfes 
in  which  whiiky  (a  beverage  which  feems  fit  only  for  dae- 
qions)  is  fold,  is  lo.  There  were  many  more,  until  of  late, 
vhcn  they  were  fuppreffed  by  the  proprietor,  upon  find- 
ing the  very  bad  efieds  on  ^he  morals  of  the  people. 
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ROTHIEMURCHUS. 


Uamif  Shuatif^fif  Soil,  l^c* 

THE  pftrifh  of  Rothiemurchus  was  united  to  Dathil  in 
1623.     Sir  James  Grant  of  Grant  is  patron.     The 
name  in  Gaelic  is  Raai-mber-ghiui/b^  *  great  plain  of  fir.' 
It  b  fituated  in  the  countj  of  Inverneis,  Sjnod  of  Moraj, 
and  preibjterj  of  Abemethj ;  extends  7  miles  from  E.  to 
W.  upon  the  fouth  banks  of  Spej ;  4  miles  in  breadth. 
Bounded  bj  the  parifli  of  Duthil  on  the  N.  from  which  it 
is  feparated  by  the  river  Spey  -,  on  t^e  W.  by  Kinguifich ; 
on  the  S.  by  Athol  and  Braemar ;  on  the  £.  by  Aberne* 
thy.     The  nature  of  the  foil  near  the  banks  of  Spey  is 
deep  and  fertile ;  but,  in  general,  is  (hallow.     There  is  an 
inexhauftible  quarry,  more  properly  a  mountain,  of  lime- 
ftone,  in  the  centre,  with  abundance  of  fuel.     There  are 
a  fmall  lakes,  abounding  with  char»    Lochnellan,  one  of 
them,  exhibits  a  fcene  moft  pidurefque  and  romantic,  and 
by  the  fituation  of  the  furrounding  hills  are  formed  5  very 
remarkable  echoes.     Upon  a  fmall  ifland  in  Lochnellan,  is 
a  caflle,  built  time  immemorial ;  the  walls  of  which  are 
ftill  entire. — ^To  the  birds  common  in  this  country  may 
be  added,  in  the  pariih  of  Rothiemurchus,  tarmagans,  the 
only  inhabitants,  through  all  feafons,  of  the  tops  of  tb^ 
higheft  mountaiifs. 

Po/irZu/ww.— The  amount  of  the  numbers  at  prefent  is 
aSoy  all  of  the  eflabliflied  church.  Males,  130  \  Females, 
150*     Annual  average  of  births,  30 »   of  marriages,  5; 

deathsi 


deaths,  12.  Of  fouls  under  xo,  48$  from  10  to  ao,  63 ; 
from  ao  to  509  91 ;  from  50  to  70,  46;  from  70  to  100^ 
31 ;  fiurmers  kad  lEuniUeSy  9 ;  hoofehold  fervants,  3 ;  1»- 
booriog  {enrants,  46  $  gentry,  5.  Each  mamage,  at  an 
ayerage,  produces  5  children. 

jfgricttbure,  Ifc^ — Nui^her  of  cat(I^  180;  fbeep,  a300; 
horfiesi  95.  There  being  a  number  of  wood  manufriftu- 
rers,.the  parifh  does  not  fupplj  itfelf  with  provifions.  The 
land-rent  is  L.  300 ;  wood,  at  an  aYerage,  L.  300. 

Sciooi^  Poor,  bPr.— The  o^j  fchool  is  that  eftablilhed 
by  "the  SoctetylSor  propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge.  The 
falarj  is  L.  lo  Sterling.  That»  and  the  perquifites,  amount 
to  about  L.  ^5.  The  number  of  fcholars  feldom  exceeds 
30d— The  number  of  poor  is  7.  The  annual  contributions 
Sar  their  relief  do  not  exceed  Xi.  3 ;  and  there  is  no  other 
fund. 
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NUMBER    XLIIL 

PARISH    OF    METHLICK, 
(COUNTT    Ot    ABERDEEN.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Alexander  Kitolls. 

SiivahQMt  Surfoeff  SaH^  Raur^  lie. 

MEthlick  is  in  the  prcfbytery  of  Elloo,  and  Sjnai 
of  Aberdeen.    The  extent  of  the  pariih  from  S.  to 
N.  is  5  miles,  from  £.  to  W.  6.    It  is  bounded  by  the  pa- 
riihes  of  Ellon,  Tarves,   Fjvie,  Monwhitter,  and  New 
Deer.     The  appearance  of  the  country  is  rather  hiUj  than 
flat.     The  hills  are  covered  with  heath,  verdure,  and  crops 
of  oats.     The  nature  of  the  foil  is  neither  very  fertile  nor 
very  barren.^The  fmall  river  Ithan  is  the  only  one  in  the 
parifli,  and  which  falls  into  the  fea  abput  lo'  computed 
miles  below,  to  the  E.    It  produces  excellent  trout  in 
great  abundance,  and  now  and  then  iSdmon  are  caught  as 
far  up  as  this,  and  would  be  often  found  here,  were  it 
not  that  there  are  cruives  about  6  miles  below.     In  the  au- 
tumn, falmon  come  up  this  length  to  fpawn,  and  abun- 
dance of  pearl  has  been  found  in  the  river  here.     Ithan  is 
a  flow  running  ftream ;  there  are  few  fords  in  it  below  this, 
and  it  might  be  rendered  navigable,  at  qo  great  expcnce, 
for  large  boats. 
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Popiitatum^/^^Tht  amoont  of  the  populadoais  abont  1035. 
Br  Webfter's  ftate  is  1385.    The  males  are  482,  femalea 

5S3- 

The  annnal  average  of  births  is    10 

deaths,       17 

marriages,  10 


WeaTcn, 

5 

Shoemaken, 

J 

Smiths,      - 

4 

Tailon,      . 

6 

Hoa&t,      . 

309 

xlentors,  ▼  i 

Fanners,  -  -'  50 

Wrights,  .  •  5 

The  caufes  of  depopulation  maj  be,  xft.  The  reots  «rt 
much  raifed  upon  the  fiirmers,  who  do  all  the j  can  to  make 
tiieir  fiibtenants  paj  the  additional  rent,  adlj,  Servants 
wages  are  fo  high,  that  people  who  need  them  muft  put  up 
with  fewer  than  formerly,  sdlj,  The  number  of  manu« 
faAores  and  manufiidarers  is  fo  much  increafed,  as  to  draw 
a  great  man j  hands  from  the  country  into  towns,  fo  that 
Idrvants  for  agricdture  are  icarce. 

SiifienJf  Schoo/f  Poor,  lie. — ^The  church  was  built  in  x  7S0, 
and  the  manie  in  1734.  The  ftipend  is  L.  27  :  14  :  a  Ster- 
ling, 3  chalden  of  meal,  5  bolls  and  5  pecks  of  bear.'^« 
There  b  only  x  fchool,  and  the  fchoolmafter's  emoluments 
are  very  finall.— -The  number  of  the  poor  is  40.  The  an- 
nual amount  of  the  contributions  is  L.  ao ;  this  includes  pe- 
nalties paid  by  delinquoits ;  and  there  is  a  mortification 
ion  behoof  of  the  poor  of  L.  333  : 6 : 8,  bequeathed  by  Dr 
Ghazics  Maitland.  There  is  befides  L.  35  belonging  to  the 
£effioo,  for  behoof  of  the  poor.  A  legacy  of  L.  ao  was  left 
lately. 

Mifcdlanemis  Obfirvatitms. — ^The  price  of  every  article  of 
pnrrifions  is  doubled  within  40  years  paft.^— The  wages  of 
^y-]abonreiB  are  alio  doubled  within  the  above  time,  and 
ate  at  preient  from  8d.  to  i  s.  with  their  viAuals.    The 
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^IemI  «ms^  ^^  "^  fnnxm  mt  ficma  L.  ^  to  L.}  Sler- 

limg  Mch  k»tf  ytii^  moA  for  foMl^  finmnti  i^%  a^cao. 

Within  thefe  40  years  thej  are  doobledw—The  people  «e 

•f  the  midllo  fize.    Thqr  are  ^eijr  diig«Dt«id  laiaAnani. 

^1— Th^  mmofaftiire  carried  oghttft  ifr  riii  ol  kaittiag flwk> 

kigs,  iiv  whkb  pecfoDs  of  tmmj  age  aad  Cmb  bm  employed, 

when  other  work  does  not  interfere  \  this  enablea  theiii»tD  late 

tolerably  wdil.  and  to  pay  their  rents.    They  are  geaeiat 

ly  frugal,  more  ezpenfiye  in  drefs  than  in  diet.     Hkm^mt 

sUb  a. fiooialpeopiB;  aa-ooe-  ^idenoerof  tbsir  faeisg  fiv  theoe 

anagr  be ^ooKtifflta  6q»  70*.  and  fninurinMi  aoo  at a.teeddiD9 

to  the  exptooe  of  whiahitlifr  guefla  contribnt%  by  Ifending 

Ipma  milk^  butMSi  cfaee(e»  poalrry^flKc  and  Ibiiie  firndftoDt 

plaeea  and  ftooei  jogi««^The  air  is  ladHD  healdiy  than  oti 

wfe^^^There  is  an  exaellant  liineftaiie.^piany;-^The  ] 

and  bridges  over  bnriis  see  pretty^  tderaUiC  and  are  made 

by  ftatttte-labonr.— The  gaasral  fiae*o£  the  fimna  ia  finaU;; 

the  higheft  rent  paid  in  the  pariih  is  L*  X05*     The  valoed 

DHifr  o£  the  pariih.  ia  L.  9:700  Scotai    Tbemisimryliltle 

gconndiAitbeparilk  indoied,  eacepttwbaftis:iDdie  poffia^ 

fioQ  of  the  Earl  o£  Aberdc«ii.-«->The  crop  10  this  parifli  is 

178ft.  was  very  po(ar»  and  the  meal  it  pradnoed  waa.in  Teocy 

linall  quantity,  aodeaosedbgly  bad;  and  had. itr  nor  beets 

for.  what  Government  allowed  at  a  low  priee^pnt  m  naeal^ 

partinpeM,  there  had.bee&agrest&aicity-;  aad*bdfaks^ 

it  was^  happy  Ssr  die.  poor,  that  floor  that  year  wia  cliesf^ 

for  the  poorer  fort  did.at  that  tkne  q&  flonrJinad, 

wife  they  would  havr  bean  in  daogtr  of  perifliinf. 

that  time,  more  potatoes  are  planted,  and  more  tnm^ 

fown,  than  formerly.— The  pariih,  in  general,  befides  fnp- 

{dying  it£^j  fends  nnny  artiotes  of  provafiomto  Aberdeen. 

-rrSeed'time  commonly  begins  with  Maroh^  and  faanreft: 

ooosmonly  ends  with  OOobcTi     There  are  50  pln^hs». 

919AI7  dffMmb^rtweii^.    17hcfewas*iipanai^aioarr40  7e«r». 
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mgo ;  now  almoft  every  perfon  has  a  cart  who  can  affi>rd  to 
keep  one.  There  are  6  meal-mills;  there  are  a  ferry- 
boats. The  fuel  is  peat  and  turf.— About  xoo  years  ago, 
there  were  3  boys  in  the  fchool  of  Methlick  killed  by  thun- 
der ;  the  fchoohnafier  was  much  hurt ;  and  the  minifter's 
wife  then  here,  being  with  child  at  the  time,  was  fo  afieA- 
ed  upon  hearing  of  this  et^nti  that  the  diUd  ihe  brought 
forth  fome  time  after,  was  bom  paralytic,  and  continued  fo 
till  her  death. — There  are  only  2  ale-houfes.  From  the 
heavy  tax  on  male,  there  is  great  danger  of  the  ale-houfes 
over  all  the  country  becoming  dram-houfes.  For  fome- 
dme  pafi,  the  cottagers  have  gone  to  towns,  having 
finmd  their  immediate  mafters  to  be  rather  too  hard  upon 
them. 

Dr  George  Cheyne,  late  phyfician  at  Bath,  eminent  in 
hb  profeffion,  and  alfo  as  an  author,  was  bom  in  this  pa« 
rifb.  lit  Charles  Maitlaild  was  alfo  born  and  buried  here. 
He  was  the  fitft  who  introduced  inoculation  into  Btitain, 
and  was  lent  to  Hanover  by  George  II.  to  inoculate  Fte- 
PriBce  of  Wales. 
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NUMBER    XLIV. 

PARISH   OF   KILBUCHOv 
(county    07   PEBBLES.) 

Bj  thi  Rev.  Mr  William  Porteous. 

Namif  Situation^  5oH  lie. 

KIlbucho  18  faid  to  be  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  and  t» 
fignify  the  Cell  of  Bucho,  but  of  whom  nothing  is 
known.  The  fuppofition  of  Bucho^  being  a  corruptioD  o£ 
Bede,  would  correfpond  with  a  variety  of  traditionaiy  re- 
portSy  concerning  that  faint ;  as  it  is  laid  that  a  number  of 
monks,  of  hb  order,  fettled  here,  and  gave  name  to  the 
church,  &c.  There  is  likewife  an  excellent  well  of  wa- 
ter,  called  St  Bedels*  There  are  fome  beautiful  banks 
faid  to  have  been  raifed  bj  the  monks.  The  parilh  is  a- 
bout  4^-  miles  from  £.  to  W.  and  3  from  S.  to  N.  Al* 
though,  on  the  weft,  it  is  fcarcelj  more  than  i  mile  from 
Clyde,  and  about  thrice  that  diftance,  on  the  eaft,  from 
Tweed,  yet  it  belongs  to  Tweeddale.  It  is  bounded  bj 
Culter  on  the  W. ;  by  Biggar  and  Skirling,  on  the  N. ; 
Broughton,  on  the  £. ;  and  Glenholm,  on  the  S.  Kil- 
bucho  is  fomewhat  remarkable  for  2  parallel  ridges  o£ 
hills,  covered  with  heath  and  grals,  ftretching  from  W. 
to  £• )  and  for  %  vallies,  on  the  N.  of  each  chain  of  hiQs. 

The: 
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The  heath  on  the  hills  is  prefenred  by  freqoentlj  bmniag 
it ;  a  tender  growth  focceeds,  which  is  delicious  and  excel* 
lent  pafture  for  flieep.  Garden,  part  of  which  is  in  the 
S*  W.  of  this  parilh,  b  about  1400  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  Tweed.  The  pariih  contains  between  4000  and  5000 
acres.  The  land  is  partly  arable,  and  partly  pafture  ground. 
The  foil  19  neither  very  good  nor  bad.  There  are  19 
ploughs  of  land,  and  pafture  for  aoo  fcore  of  flieep.  The 
rental  is  little  above  L.  1000  Sterling  a-year. 

Papulation^  i^c. — ^According  to  Dr  Webfter's  returns, 
the  numbers  were  279.  At  prefent,  the  whole  amount  is 
36a.  Of  whom  187  are  males,  and  175  females.  There 
are  under  10,  105 ;  from  10  to  ao,  75  ;  from  ao  to  30, 
50 ;  from  30  to  40,  48 ;  from  40  to  50,  37 ;  from  50  to 
60,  24 ;  from  60  to  70,  13 ;  from  70  to  80,  6 ;  from  80 
to  90,  4 ;  from  90  to  zoo,  i  vigorous  old  man.  For  2 
years  paft,  the  births  have  been  21,  and  the  burials  4.  At 
an  average,  there  are  6a  houfes,  and  5  perfons  to  a  family. 
There  are  about  8  or  xo  day-labourers.  The  tenants  ge- 
oerally  prefer  fervants  hired  for  a  year  or  half  year.  Day- 
labourers  receive  about  8  d.  in  fummer  and  6  d.  in  winter. 
Men  lervants,  when  married,  get  about  L.  5  a-year,  with 
their  visuals,  and  a  houfe  \  and  L.  6,  if  unmarried.  Thofe 
who  are  unmarried  are  ufually  preferred. 

Stipend^  Scboolj  Uc. — The  ftipend  is  L.  43  :  7  : 4,  and 
48  bolls  of  visual,  2  parts  oat -meal,  and  i  part  bear,  with 
the  uliial  fervitude  of  mois,  &c.  Captain  William  Dick- 
fon  is  patron.  There  are  3  heritors. — ^The  fchoolmafter's 
lalary  is  L.  100  Scots,  including  the  intereft  of  fome  mor- 
tified money.  The  fees  for  teaching  Engliih  are  i  s.  the 
quarter  \  for  Engliih  and  writing,  z  s.  3  d. ;  and  for  arith- 
metic. 


3s6  Siai^Ucml  Auamu 

every  prodamatioa  of  hawii. 

fliacc  tima  ood.  A  good  dctl  of  peat  ii  iifed  fior  fiieL  At- 
tompcs  have  boc n  made  to  find  eoal  in  the  parifliy  but  have 
not  as  jet  been  fiioeelsfiil,  it  is  thought,  for  want  of  per- 
feveraiiot.F^There  an  federal  kidofares,  and  kfa  ground 
in  tiUage  than  in  forwntr  times.  The  fiumers  tear  and  ttH 
m  confideraUe  number  of  fheep*  A  confiderable  quantity 
of  potatoca  and  turnip  is  railed  here.  Several  good  fiom- 
honlos  have  boon  lately  efo6ked«^-There  is  a  tnmubis  in  the 
N.  £•  fide  of  the^  pariib«  another  in  the  parilh  of  Conker, 
ajul  a  third  in  the  pmih  of  Lamington,  all  in  a  line  weft- 
ward,  and  about  the  diftance  of  3  miles  firom  one  another. 
They  might  icrve  as  fignab,  by  means  of  tordies,  along  an 
extended  plain,  when  hoftilities  fnbfifled  between  England 
and  Scotland.  The  Englifli  lay  encamped  on  the  hill  of 
Govlcriao,  in  thu  paxiih,  before  the  battle  of  Biggar. 
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NUMBE^R    XLV. 

rARISH   or  AftEKBOOft, 
(cotfNTY  or  FlM.) 

JET^r  /£«  i?^.  Afr  Robert  Listok. 


ABxftDOUS,  in  Gmdicy  fignifie»  '  thcmoBtb  of  the  w^ 
ter/  The  name  is.  taken  £rom'  a  rivulet,  which  emp^ 
ttce^itfdf  into  the  Forth,  m  littk^  below  the  village^  Tbd 
pnrifli  lies- in  the  Sjood  of  Ft&,.  and  prefbytierj  of  Dun* 
ferodine..  It  is  bounded  bjr  the  {lariih.  of  Dalgety,  on  dur 
W.  I  by  thofe  of  Beoth  and  Auchtertoul,  on  the  N. ;  b^ 
Kin^om  and  Borntifland,  on  the  E« ;  and'  by  the  Foith^ 
OD  therSu ;  being,  nt. an. average^  about  3  miles  from  £•  to 
W.  and  as  ninoh  from  N.  to  SL  A  fmallpart  of  the:pa^ 
rifli  is  detaohed  from  the  reft,  f^  die  intenrening  parii&eif 
(if.Bnmtiiland  and  King^um,.  andi  lies  at  th^  diftance  of  4* 
or  5  aslte*  Tlie  number  of  aores  may  to- about  5000.  The* 
paiifli  is  divided'  by  a  ridge  of  hills,  nuning  nearly  from^ 
E.  to  W.  The  north  part*  isi»<ooldaBd'bleak  track,  being 
cmfideraUy  abov«:  the:  lerel  ofi  the  fea,  and  eaoeptii^f 
velwt  taVibeemdeoe  by  one  ofi  the  heritoir  on  the  N.  W, 
of  tbe:  parifli)^  altogeltor  unihelteied,  either  bjff 
The4nili»c^'«nd  ibon    Oa  die: 

Ibotli 
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foQth  of  this  ridge,  both  the  ibil  and  the  climate  are  modi 
more  kindly*  The  cold  winds  in  Fi&ihire  blow  from  the 
N.  and  the  £.  The  Collello  Hills,  which  form  the  above 
mentioned  ridge,  afford  (belter  on  the  N. ;  the  Gorry  HiUs, 
and  a  track  of  high  groond,  on  the  E.  Thefe  fall  gradiullj 
towards  the  W.  running  out  into  different  branches,  with 
little  ftraths  between  them.  The  foil  here  is  generally  a 
black  loam,  more  or  lels  mixed  with  (and.  The  air  is 
dry  and  healthy. 

jlgricukuTi  and  RitU^-^Tht  north  part  of  the  parilh  is 
but  poorly  cultivated.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
draining  or  indofing  the  fields.  Where  &rms  are  finall  and 
leafes  ihort,  little  improvement  can  be  ezpeded  upon  poor 
lands.  The  footh  part  is  well  cultivated,  and  generally  in- 
doled.  The  real  rent  of  the  parilh  may  be  above  L.  2600 
Sterling.  The  valued  rent  is  L.7015,  10  s.  Scots.  The 
beft  arable  grounds  are  worth  40  s.  the  acre.  Some  of  the 
lands  about  the  village  have  been  recently  let  at  50  s.  and 
L*  3>  5  8*  The  &rmers  are  13  in  number.  They  fbw  their 
iriieat  in  the  months  of  Auguft,  September  and  Oftober; 
beans  and  oats  in  March ;  barley  in  the  end  of  April  and 
beginning  of  May.  Harveft  begins  about  the  end  of 
Auguft,  though  it  b  not  general  till  -about  the  middle  of 
September,  and  the  crop  is  commonly  got  in  by  the  end  of 
Ofiober.  The  north  part  of  the  parilh  is  confiderably 
later*  The  old  Scots  pbugh  continues  to  be  nfed.  Smalts 
plough  has  been  lately  introduced.  There  are  about  58 
ploughs  in  the  parilh ;  18  of  whidi  are  upon  the  village 
acres.  There  may  be  as  many  carts  as  ploughs,  and  per- 
haps 160  hories,  and  about  130  milk^cows*  The  rotation 
of  crops  obferved  by  the  £urmers  is  varioos.  Some  fow 
wheat,  beans,  barley  and  oats  in  fucceffion,  after  fimimer- 
Mow ;  others  leaving  out  the  oats,  fow  gnds4eeds  with 

the 
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tke  barley ;  fome  take  wheat  after  drilled  beans  or  po- 
tatoes, and  then  barlej  and  oats;  after  turnips  they  iovir 
barley,  and  then  oats  with  grais-'feeds.  The  pariih  in  ge- 
neral exports  wheat  and  barlej,  and  imports  oats  and  meal. 
The  prices  are  nnich  the  fame  as  in  Mid  Lothitfn,  or  fome- 
fbmg  lower.  Farms  are  ftom  50  to  150  acres.  There 
are  ^bout  20c  acres  planted  in  the  pariih.  The  trees 
thrive  well,  and  much  more  maj  be  done  this  way.  The 
rugged  fpots,  which  are  frequent,  and  generally  covered 
with  furze,  if  they  were  planted,  would  beautify  the  fieice 
of  the  country  which  they  now  deform^ 

Roadt  and  Minerals. ^^Tht  roads  in  this  pariih  ate  giene- 
rally  bad,  as  in  other  parts  of  Fife.  The  gentlemen  of 
the  county  are  now  paying  attention  to  the  dire&ion  and 
the  formation  of  the  roads.  Toll-bars  are  erefiing,  and  » 
great  change  for  the  better  muil  foon  take  place.  The 
village  of  Aberdouf,  like  many  others,  haa  fufiered  by  ita 
caufeway  being  changed  into  a  common  road.  Such  % 
road  in  a  narrow  village  continues  long  moift,  and  is  hurt- 
ful to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  They  futfer  great  ia« 
conveniencies  too,  in  winter,  from  the  depth  of  the  road, 
and  in  furnmer,  from  the  di^.  Neither  does  a  common 
road  lail  in  a  village,  being  exhaailed  by  the  attempts  Wfaach 
are  made  to  keep  it  dean.  A  paved  eauieway  endnrea^ 
and  no  ificonvenience  which  the  travellers  can  find  from 
it,  can  balance  the  daily  inconvenieneies  to  which  the  aeii- 
denters  are  fnbjeAed  by  the  other.  The  pariih  abounds  witb 
coal,  lime  and  free  ftone,  and  fome  iron  ftone*  The  coal 
is  not  wrought  at  preient.  The  inhabitants  are  fuppKed 
with  this  neceflary  article  from  collieries  in  the  neighbour- 
ing pariihes.  The  price  paid  on  the  hills  b  6  d.  the  load, 
of  18  flone,  of  chews  or  fmall  coal ;  the  great  coal  is  refer- 
red at  prefent  for  the  fea-fale.    Tne  Umeilone  on  the  coail 
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is  ihipped  at  a  commodiotts  harboiiri  which  the  Earl  a£ 
MortaD  has  lately  built  for  the  purpoie.  It  is  -a  ftone  of 
a  ftrong  and  fuperior  quality.  It  is  uied  at  Carnm  for 
fmelting*  It  is  alfo  difpofed  of  in  fhells,  or  flacked.  The 
ihells  are  put  on  board  at  i  s.  o  j  d.  the  boU,  and  the  ftones 
at  a  8.  8  d.  the  ton. 

Cofl^.-— The  parifli  firetches  along  the  fhore  above  two 
miles.  From  the  eaft  boundary  the  coall  is  rugged  and 
fteep,  and  generally  covered  with  wood  to  the  water's  edge. 
The  trees  have  been  planted  with  a  proper  regard  to  the 
variety  of  ihade,  and  the  jutting  rocks  which  appear  in 
different  places,  render  the  whole  extremely  pifiurefque  and 
beautiful.  This  wood  is  interfefted  with  walks  cut  out  oa 
the  face  of  the  hill,  from  which  the  profpeds  are  rich  and 
varied.  On  the  weft,  there  is  a  beautiful  white  fandy  bay, 
furrounded  with  trees.  Here  the  grounds  rife  gently  to 
the  weft,  bordered  by  thriving  plantations ;  and  ftretching 
(buthwardj  they  terminate  in  a  perpendicular  rock  waftied 
by  the  fea. — By  this  rock  on  the  £.  and  by  headlands  oa 
the  S.  W.  the  fmall  harbour  of  Aberdour  is  well  ihelter- 
ed  from  all  winds.  The  fliipping  at  preient  confifb  of  a 
few  finall  veflfels.  There  is  one  ferry-boat  to  Leith,  which 
is  principally  employed  in  carrying  grain.  The  (hipping 
here,  as  in  moft  towns  on  the  coaft  of  Fife,  was  formeiiy 
much  more  confiderable  than  at  prefent.  To  the  N.  W. 
of  Ais  harbour,  the  ground  again  rifes  into  a  little  hill,  co- 
vered  with  trees,  above  whofe  tops  an  obeliik  yet  appears ; 
beyond  this,  fome  corn-fields  fbretch  to  the  weftem  boun- 
dary of  the  parilh  on  the  coaft.  The  profpeAs  to  the  fouth 
are  beautiful.  On  the  right  hand  lies  -the  ifland  of  Inch- 
coIm»  with  the  ruins  of  its  monaftcry.  On  the  left  ap- 
pears the  town  of  Burntifland,  which  here  feenas  to  be 
feated  on  the  fea.    The  iilands  of  Inchkcith,  Cramond, 

Mickry 
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Mickry  and  Carcarj,  vary  the  appearance  of  the  frith. 
The  coaft  of  Lothian  is  juft  diilant  enough  to  be  feen  with 
advantage.  The  city  of  Edinburgh  and  its '  environs  rifd 
in  view,  and  the  diftant  Pentland  Hills  terminate  the 
pro^e&« 

Village  and  ManufaBures.^Tht.  village  of  Aberdour 
fies  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  lea.  It  is  quite 
furrounded  by  riling  grounds,  except  towards  the  Couth. 
Between  the  village  and  the  fea  are  rich  corn-fields,  and 
die  fharpnels  of  the  fea-air  is  kept  off  by  a  great  number 
of  fine  old  fpreading  trees.  The  venerable  old  caftle  of 
Aberdour,  rifing  amidft  trees,  ftands  on  the  eaftem  bank 
of  the  rivulet,  which,  taking  a  winding  courfe  below  it, 
£dls  into  the  frith  in  front.  The  fituation  b  beautiful,  and 
the  profpeds  from  it  magnificent.  To  the  north  of  this 
ruin  fiands  the  houfe  of  HiUfide,  commanding  different 
views  of  the  Foith,  and  exhibiting  the  richeft  and  moft 
diverfified  fcenes.  Between  this  and  the  village,  the  ri« 
vnlet  runs  in  the  bottom  of  a  little  rich  ftrath,  and  its  bor- 
ders in  (iimmer  are  covered  with-  cloth  and  yam,  which 
gives  a  pleafing  idea  of  the  induftry  of  the  people.  There 
are  ^6  weavers  in  the  village,  who  are  employed  principally 
in  making  coarfe  cloths  and  tickings.  The  only  manu- 
fiifture  for  export  is  the  coarfe  tickings,  of  which  there  are 
made  about  520  webs  annually,  of  70  or  80  yards  each. 
There  is  a  fmall  manufacture  of  fpades,  ihovels,  &c.  lately 
ereded  in  the  parifli.  The  great  hammer  is  driven  by 
water.  There  are  about  15  tons  of  kelp  made  annually 
upon  the  coaft  and  the  ifland  of  Inchcolm. 

Population. 
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P^^/dSufiMU—According  to  Dr  Webfter,  the  popiilatiM 

was                <r               -                •                -  1x98 

In  the  epd  of  the  yetr  Y790t               -            -  xaSo 

Males  in  the  viHage,                    -                  -  368 

In  the  country  part,                -             *                -  iiz 

Females  in  the  village,                 -                 -  47a 

f  n  the  country  put,                •            *               -  axg 

Total  males,                ...  ^g^ 

Total  females,            .                  ^                 .  (^x 

Aged  under  xo,                <-                -                 -  320 

between  xo  and  ao«            -               -  340 

between  20  and  5O9                -                ^  489 

between  50  and  70,            -                 -  X91 

between  70  and  100,                 •                *  47 

They  are  all  of  the  Eftabliihed  Church,  except  263  Seoe- 

ders.    The  average  of  baptifins  is  39  i  of  marriages  9  \  of 

deaths  23. 

/ncifrroAv.-— The  pariih  or  Aberdour  belonged  to  the  mop 
^aftery  of  Incbcolm.  This  monafiery  was  founded  abomr 
the  beginning  of  the  xath  century,  by  Alexander  L  in 
confequence  of  a  vow.  Sibbald  fays,  ihat  the  wefler  part 
of  Aberdour  was  given  by  one  of  the  Mortimers  to  thif 
monailery,  for  the  privilege  of  burying  in  the  church. 
There  is  a  tradition^  that  the  corpfe  of  one  of  the  familj 
was  thrown  overboard  in  a  Aorm,  which  gives  name  of 
Mortimer's  Deep  to  the  channel  between  the  ifland  and  the 
ihore,  accordmg  to  the  account  >vhicb  I  have  from  a  gentle- 
man connefted  with  this  parifli,  Thjs  weftpr  part  of  Aber* 
dour,  together  with  the  lands  and  barony  of  Beatb,  are  laid 
to  have  )>een  acquired  from  aq  Abbot  of  Inchcdm,  by 
James,  afterwards  Sir  James  Stuart,  fecond  fon  of  Andrew 
Ijord  £  vandale,  grandfather  by  his  daughter  to  the  admirable 
(^richton,  and  by  his  lecond  fon.  Lord  Doune,  to  Sir  James 

Stuax^, 
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StoATt,  who  married  the  daughter  of  the  Regent  Murray. 
liOrd  Doone  was  Gommeadator  of  the  monaftery  of  Inch- 
colm  at  the  Reformation.  The  whole  of  the  above  men* 
tioned  property,  together  with  the  ifland  itfelf,  is.ftill  in  the 
family  of  Moray,  with  the  title  of  St  Cohne.  The  prefent 
£arl  of  Moray  attempted  to  cover  the  ifland  with  trees, 
which  would  have  increa&d  its  pifturefijue  appearance, 
but  the  attempt  did  not  fucceed. 

Stipend^  Scboolj  Poor^  ^r.— -The  Earl  of  Morton  is  pa- 
tron of  the  parifli.  The  prefent  Earl  is  a  grandfon  of 
James  Earl  of  Morton,  who  was  Prefident  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety. He  was  a  Nobleman  of  diftinguiihed  literature  and 
abilities.-i-The  flipend  confifis  of  63  bolls  3  firlots  of  meal, 
50  bolls  I  firlot  of  barley,  15  bolls  of  oats,  L.  aco  Scots  of 
money,  and  L.  5  for  elements,  with  manfe  and  glebe.— 
The  ichoolmafter's  falary  is  L.  ico  Scots.  The  fchool-fees 
are  from  i  s.  3  d.  to  2  s.  6  d.  for  Engliih,  writing,  arithme- 
tic and  Latin*  The  ordinary  number  of  fcholars  is  from 
60  to  90,  or  upwards.  As  feffion^^lerk,  he  has  the  perqui- 
£te&  of  a  8.  6  d.  for  proclamation  and  regiftration  of  mar- 
riages, and  10  d*  for  regiflration  of  baptifms. — ^The  funds 
for  the  poor  are  from  L.  a  j  to  L.  27  a-year.  During  the 
general  icarcity  jin  the  years  1782,  1783,  the  people  were 
/enabled  to  live  by  the  generoSty  of  the  heritors,  who 
brought  meal  into  the  parifli,  fmd  fold  it  confiderably  lower 
than  the  market-price.  To  the  poor  it  was  diflributed 
gratis. — ^There  is  an  hofpital  in  the  village  for  4  widows. 
It  was  founded  by  Anne  Countefs  of  Moray.  The  Earl 
pi  Mofrzj  and  the  Clerks  to  the  Signet  prefent  the  widows. 
The  Earl  of  Moray  prefrnts  3  of  them,  and  the  Clerks  to 
{he  Signet  ti)e  ^th. 
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Antiquiiies. — ^Not  &r  from  the  village  of  Aberdoor,  oa 
a  flat  on  the  top  of  a  hiH,  there  is  one  of  thofe  cairns  or 
mmttli  fo  frequently  met  with  in  Scotland.  The  fanner 
on  whofe  farm  it  is  fituated,  when  carrying  awaj  the  flooes 
fome  years  ago,  difcovered  a  ftone  coffin,  in  which  wcr^ 
found  the  Ikeleton  of  a  mady  the  head  of  a  fpear  made  of 
copper,  with  die  copper  nails  by  which  it  had  been  fixed 
to  the  fhaft,  and  a  piece  of  clear  fubftance,  like  amber, 
fuppofed  to  have  been  an  amulet.  The  coffin,  with  a  great 
part  of  the  cairn  fiill  remain.  The  tumulus  has  ^een  coni- 
cal, the  coffin  being  eza&ly  in  the  centre  of  the  bafe,  from 
which,  to  the  circumference,  it  meafures  to  paces.  The 
height  cannot  now  be  afcertained.  There  have  been  found 
in  the  fame  cairn  feveral  earthen  veflels,  containing  hu- 
man bones.  The  veflels  were  flat/narrower  at  the  bottom 
than  top,  and  without  any  covering,  llie  farmer  digging 
in  the  fame  field,  in  another  place,  found  fuch  a  quantity  of 
human  bones,  that  he  was  obliged  to  defift. 

Mifcellaneota  OB/irvations.^^Jt  is  faid  that  there  were  only 
three  parfonages  in  Fife,  Aberdour,  Dyfart,  and  Balin- 
gry ;  and  that  there  were  only  two  aunneriies  in  Scotland 
of  the  order  of  St  Francis^  the  one  at  Dundee,  the  other 
at  Aberdour ;  the  field  contiguous  to  the  minifter's  garden 
bears  the  name  of  the  Sifterlands  to  this  t^zy, — ^The  people 
of  Aberdour  are  fober  and  induftrious,  are  contented  with 
their  fituation,  enjoy  in  a  confiderable  degree  the  advan* 
tages  of  fociety,  and  while  in  health,  they  are  able  to 
maintain  their  families.  In  ficknefs  and  in  old  age,  many 
need  relief. — ^Labourers  receive  from  8  d.  to  i  s.  a  d.  ac- 
cording to  their  ability ;  cafpenters  and  mafons,  i  s.  6'd. 
tailors,  6  d.  and  their  viftuab ;  the  wages  of  men  fervants 
employed  in  huftandry,  are  from  L.  5  to  L.  8  a-year,  with 
viAuak,  of  women  fervants  fi*om  L.  a  to  L.  3,  with  vie- 
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taals.  A  good  fpinner  on  the  two-handed  wheel,  may 
earn  from  6  d.  to  8  d.  the  day.— The  food  of  the  common 
people  cooMs  principally  of  oat-meal,  potatoes,  garden- 
rootSy  and  a  little  butcher  meat.  There  are  5  alehoufes  in 
the  village.  The  people  are  fond  of  a  ieafaring  life,  and 
enter  willingly  into  the  navy.  There  are  about  60  failors 
in  the  village.  The  common  people  here,  and  generally 
through  Fife,  are  not  fond  of  the  army.-— The  village  is  in 
general  healthy.  A  very  epidemical  fever  appeared  here 
June  1790,  and  continued  till  January  1791.  It  was 
not  materially  different  from  the  fevers  that  are  common 
in  this  country,  except  in  the  prevalency  of  it.  It  was 
more  general  than  in  any  former  period  in  the  memory 
of  man.  Nearly  a  fourth  part  of  the  parifli  was  infefted 
during  thefe  7  months.  The  frequency  of  this  fever  was 
fuppofed  to  proceed  from  two  circumilances,  very  favourable 
to  contagion  :  Its  commencing  in  the  hotteft  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  among  the  children  at  fchool,  who  were  crowded 
in  alow  damp  room. — The  croup  fometimes  appears  among 
the  children,  as  it  generally  does  in  places  near  the  fea* 
It  often  proves  fatal,  unlefs  afliftance  is  immediately  pro- 
cured.— ^Inoculation  is  frequent,  and  fuccefsfiil  among  the 
better  fort  of  people  \  yet  the  common  people  are  ftill  a- 
verfe  to  it.  This  is  not  fo  much  owing  to  their  prejudices, 
as  to  their  poverty.  A  workman,  with  a  fmall  family, 
bath  very  little  to  fpare  to  the  furgeon. — It  is  aiked,  what 
can  be  done  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people  ?  One 
anfwer  to  this  may  apply  to  a  great  part  of  Scotland.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  it  would  much  improve  the  ftate,  both  of 
the  people  and  of  tlie  country,  if  the  proprietors  of  land, 
where  they  have  it  in  their  power,  were  to  give  long  and 
encouraging  leafes  to  their  tenants.  This  uleful  body  of 
men,  who,  by  toil  and  ezpence,  improve  the  fields,  ibould 
be  enabled  to  live  comfortably,  and,  by  th^  induflry  of 

their 
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tbdr  jouth,  to  lay  up  a  proyificm  for  tbe  feafon  of  oM  age. 
To  improve  the  condition  of  the  people,  care  flionld  be 
taken  to  improve  their  morals ;  and  particularly  to  efta- 
bliih  their  virtue  upon  religion,  the  only  ftable  foundation 
of  good  morals.  The  higher  ranks  of  life  might  do  much 
good  in  this  refpefi.  They  who,  by  their  pra&ioe,  weaken 
the  influence  of  religion  among  the  people,  do  much  hurt  itf 
fociety ;  but  they  who  give  their  countenance  to  religion, 
are  public  blcflings,  and  do  honour,  both  to  the  foundnefi 
of  their  own  heads,  and  the  goodnels  of  their  own  hearts. 
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NUMBER    XLVL 

PARISH    OF    KILMADAN, 

(county  of  arcyle.) 

By  tbi  Rev.  Mr  John  Mackiknok* 

Name^  Situation^  SoU^  6c. 

THE  tnoft  ancient  name  of  this  pari(h  is  faid  to  have 
been  CUnduiJk,  fignifjing  the  <  Glen  of  the  Black- 
*  water/  Afterwards  a  battle  was  fought  between  Meckan, 
fen  of  Magnus,  King  of  Norwaj,  and  the  AlbUns  or  GailSf 
wliere  it  is  faid  the  Norwegians  were  flaughtered  on  each 
fide  of  a  river  called  Ruail,  which  runs  through  the  middle 
of  the  glen ;  and  their  bodies  being  thrown  into  the  river, 
gave  the  colour  of  blood  to  it.  Hence  the  pariih  got  the 
name  of  Glendtrwell^  and  the  river  the  name  of  Ruai/9 
which  fignifies  the  <  Clen  of  Red  Blood/  Though  the 
epithet  rid  is  unneceflTary  to  be  added  to  blood,  yet  it  is 
veij  often  done  in  Gaelic.  After  the  introduAion  of 
Chriltianity  into  the  country,  the  place  of  worfKip  was  cooi^ 
iecrated  to  St  Modan,  and  called  Ce/la  Modani\  or  Kilma- 
dan.  This  pariih  is  in  the  preibytery  of  Dunoon»  and  Sy- 
nod of  Ajgyle.  It  is  12  miles  long,  almoft  contained  in 
the  bottom  of  the  glen,  and  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of 
Vol..  IV.  U  u  ft 
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a  mile  broad.  It  U  bounded  bj  Kilfinnan,  Invercbafleiiy 
Dunoon*  and  Srrachur.  The  pariih  is  almoft  a  flat,  bounded 
by  hills,  covered  mtfAf  wit3i  -heath.  The  air  is  moift,  the 
foil  deep  and  fertile.  Tue  extent  of  the  fea-coaft  is  about 
3  miles  \  the  {hore  is  landy  and  flat  for  the  moll  part.  Cod, 
baddocks,  fjths,  mackrel,  and  herring,  are  caught  on  the 
coaft.  The  herring  are  fold  at  i  s.  the  hundred,  when  plen- 
tiful;  they  were  flenc  fometime  to  Rothefmy,  Greenock, 
and  Glaigow',  they  are  beft  in  Auguft.  MuflSels  are  the 
«nly  fliell-filh  here  ;  and  wreck,  the  only  fea-weed  manure* 
Little  kelp  is  made.  The  tide  ebbs  between  Bute  and 
Kerry.  The  only  bay  is  at  the  mouth  of  Ruail,  veiy 
fhaUowttnd  fandyy-and  ebbs  out  %  miles. 

Popu/ation.'^Tbc  population  of  the  pariih,  about  40 
years  ago,  muft  have  been  at  leaft  4  to  i  more  numerous 
than  at  prefent.  Dr  Webfter's  flate  is  806.  The  number 
of  inhabitants  now,  is  about  -  .  351 

Males,  .  -  -  -  17a 

Females,  -  *  ..  «.  X70 

The  annual  average  of  births,  -  -  18 

;  of  deaths,  -  •  14 

.  of  marriages,  -  -  4 

Under  10  years  .of  age,  •  -  70 

From  10  to  ao,  .  .  ,  86 

From  20  to  50, .  ,  -  •  J 18 

From  50  to  70,  .  -  .  ^7 

From  70  to  loo,  -  .  .  xo 

Heritors,  (4  of  them  rcfide  in  the  pariih),  '  -  4 

Farmers,  and  their  families,  including  graziers,         »       41 
iSanuicraftfmen,  -  -  *  14 

Apprentices  and  journeymen,  .  .  4 

pe^^men,  -  .  .  -  lo 

Male 


Female <^ -  -  a^, 

Fomga^rs,  (ff om  Nortii  Aa0nc%%  •  %. 

Gt^airy,  •  -  -  -  3/ 

Rpiaaii  Catlap  families*  -  *  X 

Hie  propprtiofi  between  th^  awo^A  bistbs  and  tbe 

wl^le  popi^tion,  is  «8  -  -  -  x8  to  3JS 

Betweea  the  amoal  f^airiiiges  aB4 -the  .whole  pa- 

poktippi  IB  as  -  T  -  4  to  35$; 

Between  the  aamtal  de»th$  and  the  wh^  popuhir 

tion,  isaf.        -  -  -  -14  to  3i«. 

Bachclorst  '  -  -  -  -  j 

Married  men,  iiieludiag  widowcrsi         *  -  9^^ 

Each  marriage,  at  an  average,  produces  between 

4  and  5  children.    A  few  are  bom  in  other  di* 

ttt\€tBk  and  pariibes. 
Inl^abited  houfesf  about  ?  -  «  93 

The  population  of  the  paviih  is  diminiflied  nearly  ene-half' 
firom  what  it  was  25  years  ago«  The  cau(iB.i4  plainly  this& 
The  proprietors  fet  their  farms  in  a  large  ei^ent  to  gras 
ziers,  who  can  afford  to  pay  a  great  rent ;  becaufe  i  man 
will  herd  the  cattle  on  a  farm  whieh  formerly  fupported  8 
Cu&ilies.  They  Qnd  alfo  the  fewer  fiirmers  in  a  farm,  the. 
lets  that  farm  is  burdened  with  the  maintenance  of  famie» 
lies }  and  that  a  great  number  of  fiirmers  ^na^t  pay  the: 
faoK  rent  diat  a  few  can.  So^e  families  leave  the  pariik 
yearly;  but  for  ao  years  pail,  only  2  ImiMes  belonging  to? 
it  have  emigrated  from  Scotland* 

Produce^  lIcw^^Tht  pariQi  prodpc^e  oa|9»  Wley,  peat, 
potatoes,  tun4pS|  rye-grab,  clover,  garden-ftnffi,  fruit«tre€^, 
barren  trees.    There  sfff  i^ptwem  5999  tmi  $PQO  fheep, 

sooo 
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looo  black  Cfttt)e,  109  horfes.  The  ptrifli  imports  «r* 
tides  of  provifioo.  The  foil  is  friendly  Co  fiaz.  This  year 
the  incumbent  had  5  ftone  Tron  weight  of  unheckled  list, 
upon  1  peck  fowiag.  The  want  of  a  lint-miU  b  a  di£id- 
Tantage  to  the  country.  Seed-time  is  genendly  in  Aprilt 
«nd  harvefi  in  September.  There  are  34  ploughs  of  the 
Scotch  kind,  and  28  carts.  The  land-rent  may  be  about 
L.  1300  Sterling.  The  rent  of  the  bed  arable  land  is  be* 
tween  ijs.  and  10  s.  the  acre.  The  ftate  of  this  pariQi 
in  the  years  1782  and  1783,  was  not  fo  bad  as  that  of 
many  others  \  but  tlie  crop  in  gene|id>  over  the  wholes 
liiffered  from  ihe  fummer's  cold  and  the  wet  harveft.  The 
poor  were  the  better  for  the  ftipply  granted  by  Goveni- 
ment. 

Cburcbf  Stipend^  Poar^  Mc. — ^The  church  was  built  in  1785 
and  the  manic  in  1773.  The  value  of  the  ftipend,  inclu- 
ding the  glebe,  is  L.  100  Sterling.  The  number  of  the 
poor  is  20,  the  annual  contributions  for  their  relief*  about 
L.XO  Sterling. 

Prices  and  l^a^M^— About  30  years  ago,  4 1.  was  a  great 
price  for  a  flieep ;  at  prefent,  it  is  12  s^;  a  cow  at  that 
time  fold  at  L.  i,  5  s.  and  now  at  L.  4  Sterling.  Every 
thing  elfe  of  meat  kind  is  equally  high  in  proportion. 
Meal  is  moftly  at  the  fame  rate  it  was  then.  Within 
thefe  20  yearsy  fervants  and  labourers  have  tripled  their 
wages  or  rather  quadrupled  them.  A  fervant  man  de- 
mands L.  8  Sterling,  4  pair  of  (hoes,  and  bis  viduals : 
About  20  years  ago,  he  would  have  been  glad  to  get 
L.  3  Sterling  a-year.  A  fervant-maid  L.  2,  los.  Sterling, 
and  her  vifhials,  and  2  pair  of  ihoes. 

MifctUam^ta 
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Mi/eiIkm§om9  Oi^^rvoffW**— There  is  a  ninenl  fpringl 
tnce  fiimoas  for  caring  the  fcurvj  and  other  difordersy  but 
is  ncyt  now  reforted  to.  There  are  2  tumnli  fuppofed  to 
have  been  raifed  by  the  Norwegians,  bnt  ;have  not  been 
opened.-— The  river  Ruail  produces  falmon,  grilfe,  trouts 
of  di£&rent  kinds,  par  and  eel,  but  not  in  great  ^uantitj^ 
Ibid  at  4  d.  the  pound ;  'they  are  bed  between  May  and 
Auguft. — There  is  moor  and  limeftone.  There  is  a  great 
quantity  of  what  is  called  pipe-clay  in  the  pariih.  Peats 
are  the  common  fuel,  and  for  the  moil  part  very  ill  to  be 
got,  on  account  of  the  height  of  the  hills»  and  bad  acceis  to 
them.  This  is  one  of  the  greateft  inconveniencies  to  which 
the  people  are  fubjeft.— -The  inhabitants  are  much  dif« 
pofed  to  induftry,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  fome  manufaAure^ 
efpecially  in  the  linen  way,  is  not  eftablifhed  among  them» 
as  the  foil  is  fo  favourable  for  flax.  They  are  judicioos^ 
economical,  and  difpofed  to  generous  and  humane  adions* 
They  are  not  remarkable  for  fize  or  firength ;  fome  are 
5  feet  6  inches,  fome  6  feet ;  the  greateft  height  known 
was  6  feet  2  inches.  They  are  remarkably  altered  with 
regard  to  their  dre&  within  thefe  30  years ;  and  their  li« 
ving  is  little  inferior  to  their  drels.  The  Gaelic  is  the 
language  chiefly  fpoken. — The  people  are  not  averfe  to  the 
fea.  There  is  but  one  boat  in  the  whole  pariih.  Few  or 
none  have  been  in  the  navy,  and  none  in  the  army,  except 
in  the  Fencibles.^— Properly  has  changed  three  times  in  the 
the  prefent  century.  Land  fold  at  6  years  purchafe  not 
50  years  ago.  The  people  complain  of  high  rents.  Poor 
people  get  a  houfe  and  garden  for  10  s.  a*year.  The  ftatute 
labour  b  ezaAed  in  money.  The  bridges  are  built  and  re- 
paired by  the  ftatute  money.  Very  little  land  is  inclofed, 
—This  pariih  gave  birth  to  a  very  aUe  mathematician,  Mr 

Colitt 
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Coin  AbflkuriD/klie  Profefier  of  MnAtttiatieft  ia  tke  Cni. 
TSffitj  of  Edinlmrgli,  aad  tlfe  to  a  vtrj  cniiacntdiTHie,  Hr 
John  Machurifi,  both  £009  of  Mr  John  Mtdmnni  ooce  w 
aiAerofthispttilhfe 
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Situation^  SoUy  ifc. 

THIS  pmQx  is  6  Englifli  miles  in  lengthy  and  4  in 
breadth.  Its  form  is  almoft  triangular,  one  of  the 
angles  tenninadng  in  the  fandj  defart  iituated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tay.  On  the  S.  W.  aind  W.  it  is  bounded  bj  the 
pariihes  of  Monifi^th  and  Murroes ;  on  the  S.  E.  by  Barrier 
OQ  the  £.  bj  Panbride ;  on  the  N.  by  Carmylie,  and  on  the 
N.  W.  by  Inverarity  and  Tcaling.— The  face  of  the  countiy 
tt  diverfified  by  fe vetal  large  hills«  The  foil  and  air  are  vetj 
trarioos.  The  S.  part  of  the  parifli  is  difiinguiihed  for  fertili- 
ty. In  the  N.  and  N.  W.  the  foil  is  more  moift,  the  air 
colder,  and  vegetation  more  flow ;  infomuch,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  former  have  frequently  their  harveft  ga- 
diered  in  a  month  or  5  weeks  before  thofe  of  the  latter* 
The  interpofition  of  a  large  hill,  or  ridge  of  hills,  called 
^iamuftoun,  or  Dnnie,  makes  a  coniiderable  alteration  in 
yKsjftt'oficliouCtt* 
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j^ictdture^^TYkt  rent  of  the  beft  land  is  from  5  s.  to 
X  5  8.  the  acre,  but  that  of  fome  of  the  word  has  been  re- 
cently 16  8.  8  d.  Of  the  belt  land,  the  leafes  are  old, 
having  been  lee  about  23  yean  ago,  moft  of  them  for 
twice  19  yearsi  and  a  lifetiiae,  the  rent  rifing  i  s.  the  acre 
at  the  20th  year.  At  that  period,  little  or  nothbg  had 
been  done  in  the  way  of  improving  land,  and  the  tenants 
were  in  general  poor ;  mod  of  them  are  now  in  talj^ 
£bme  of  them  in  opulent  circumftances ;  they  are  in  ge&o- 
nl  frugal  and  induilrious.  Of  thofe  fiurms,  one  which  hap- 
pened to  be  let  for  only  19  years  at  L.  52  Sterling,  and 
which  confifts  of  about  170  acres,  was  let  again  within 
thefe  laft  4  years  at  L*  X20 ;  and  the  prefent  tenant  being 
a  ikdlful  and  induftrious  farmer,  is  likely  to  make  more 
money  than  the  former,  who  laboured  in  the-  old  way. 
Were  the  leafes  of  the  other  farms  expired,  they  could  all 
be  let  for  more  than  twice  the  prefent  rent.  In  the  fouth- 
em  part  of  this  parilb,  the  farms  are  for  the  moft  part  in- 
clofed.  Every  farmer  finding  hb  account  in  breeding  and 
fattening  cattle,  raifes  annually  feveral  acres  of  tunup. 
Wheat  has  long  been  cultivated  in  the  fouthem,  and  which 
is  the  moft  fertile  part.  For  the  laft  6  or  7  years,  the  far- 
mers difcontinued  the  fowing  of  this  grain,  feveral  of  them 
having  met  with  confiderable  lofles  by  blafting.  But  they 
are  now  beginning  to  try  it  again,  and  have  this  year  been 
fuccefsfal.  Good  artificial  graj&  is  alfo  produced.  By -an 
article  in  their  tacks,  moft  of  the  tenants  are  bound  to 
have  a  diird  of  their  farms  always  in  grais.  Much  atten- 
tion has  of  late  years  been  paid  to  the  raifing  of  flax.  A* 
bout  25  years  ago,  when  a  great  proportion  of  the  ground 
confifted  of  natural  pafture,  every  farmer  had  a  large  flock 
of  iheep.  At  prefent,  there  are  not  in  this  parifti  above 
s  or  3  who  have  iheep  at  all.    In  the  N*  and  N.  W.  parts 

of 


q/^  Monikie*  34^ 

t>(  the  pariih,  there  are  large  tracks  of  moor,  formerlj 
trade  and  uncultivatedy  covered  vrholly  with  heath,  info« 
xntich  that  a  perfon  might  have  travelled  a  coofiderable' 
waj  without  feeing  anj  other  vegetable.  At  prefent 
thofe  tracks  contain  plantations  of  thriving  yoong  wood. 
In  a  track  of  moor  which  forms  the  northern  extremity  of 
this  parifliy  there  are  fettled  15  or  16  &milies,  who,  by 
their  induftry,  have  rendered  arable,  and  in  fome  degree 
fertile,  confiderable  fpots  of  land  formerly  wafte  and  bar- 
ren. The  valued  rent  of  the  parifh  is  L.  4608  :  6 :  9 
Scotch.  There  are  about  23  confiderable  farms,  fome  of 
which  confift  of  more  than  aoo  acres. 

Poptilation,r^This  parifli   contuns  a  large  villages,  one 
of  which  having  about  30,  and  the  other  25  families,  and 
a  or  3  villages  lefs  populous.     According  to  Dr  Webfter's 
returns,  the  aumbeis  were  1345.     The  number  in  1779 
was  Z033  ;  at  prelent  it  is  1278.     There  is  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  about  the  beginning  and  middle  of  this  century, 
the  parifli  was  more  populous.     The  dimmution  of  the 
number  of  people  is  owing  to  the  union  of  farms ;  the 
farmers  alfo  employ  fewer  hands  than  formerly.    Many  of 
the  cottagers  are  exterminated.     Since  commerce  began  to 
floari(h,  feveral  manufiafturen,  who  fubfiiled  partly  by  a- 
griculture,  have  gone  to  large  towns.    The  annual  average 
of  bird)s  for  the  kft  10  years  is  32.     The  anaual  average 
during  a  period  of  10  years  fubfequent  to  1718,  and  dtt« 
ring  10  years  fubfequent  to   2742,  appears  from  a  well 
kept  regtfter,  to  have  been  41.    For  fome  years  paft,  th^ 
annual  average  of  deaths  has  been  about  19.     The  number 
of  marriages  annually  for  7  years  paft  has  not  exceeded 
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Cbureb^  Stipend  School  and  Poor, — The  church  fecmsttf 
have  been  built  or  renewed  in  167S.  The  manfe  and 
oflE^  are  at  prelent  fomewhat  ruinous.  The  Talucof 
the  living  depending  chieflj  on  vidual  is  in  different  yean 
different.  During  the  7  years  pf  the  incumbent's  minifirj, 
the  fiipepd,  at  'an  average,  has  been  L.  1x5  Sterling  a-year. 
The  manfe  and  glebe  cannot  be  eftinuited,  both  together, 
at  more  tha^  L.  10  or  L.  ii  Sterling. — The  (choolmafler's 
income  as  fcboolmafier,  feffion  clerk  and  precentor,  is  a- 
bout  L.  35  Sterling  a-year.  The  number  of  fchohn  is 
from  40  to  50. — ^Tbe  poor  are  in  genend  well  provided 
for.  None  of  them  are  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  beg* 
ging*  The  number  at  prefent  on  the  roll  is  15.  The  an- 
nual average  of  colleftions  is  about  L.  23  or  L.  14  Ster- 
ling* There  are  of  feat-rents  belonging  to  the  poor  aboat 
L.  la  Sterling;  and  there  is  lying  at  intereft  at  4^/fr 
amt.  aoo  Sterling. 

-  MifieUancout  Ot/ervatians. -^The  roads  in  this  pariih  at 
prefent  are  not  in  the  befi  condition.  That  from  Dundee 
to  Arbroath,  which  interfeds  the  lower  part  of  the  pariih, 
is  in  bad  weather  alnioft  impaflable.  There  b  a  turnpike- 
road  begun  to  be  made,  which,  though  a  mile  farther  footb 
than  the  old  road,  yet  being  quite  ftraight,  will  ihorten  the 
diftance  between  thefe  2  towns.  About  7  years  ago,  a 
road  was  formed  leading  from  Brechin  to  Dundee,  and 
pai&ng  through  the  northern  part  of  this  parifh.  Upon  thb 
road  there  was  built  about  5  years  ago,  a  ftrong  mafiy 
bridge,  55.feet  high,  with  a  fingle  arch,  over  a  precipice  at 
Denfiend,  or  the  Fiend's  Den,  a  place  deep  and  winding. 
-—Near  the  Stii  mile-flone,  £.  from  Dundee,  there  is  a  ridge 
of  (mail  hills,  called  the  Cur-hillsy.  where  within  thefe  14 
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jears  feveral  done  coflias  have  been  found.  In  the  vicini- 
Xj  of  the  lame  place,  were  found  upwards  of  6  feet  below 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  feveral  trees,  oak,  fir  and  birch. 
There  were  alfo  found  urns,  covered  with  broad  ftones,  be- 
low which  were  aflies,  fuppofed  to  have  been  "human  bodies 
reduced  to  that  ftate  by  burning.  To  the  fouth  of  the 
Cur-hills  were  found  feveral  heads  of  deer,  and  horns  of  a 
very  large  iize,  among  marl,  about  9  feet  below  the  fur- 
fSice. 

Within  thefe  3  or  4  years,  there  have  been  5  or  6  large 
neat  new  houfes,  and  feveral  fmaller  ones  built.  Every 
&nner  almoft  has  within  thefe  10  years  made  fome  addi- 
tion or  improvement  to  his  dwelling  houfe,  or  to  his  of- 
fices.— There  are  1  confiderable  inns  in  this  parifli,  and  fe- 
"veral  petty  ale-houfes.  The  confumption  of  fpiritous  li- 
quors has  within  a  few  years  greatly  increafed,  the  quali- 
ty of  the  ale  brewed  in  this  part  of  the  country  being 
worfe  than  formerly ;  yet  the  morals  of  the  people  feem  to 
have  fuffered  little  by  the  change*  No  bufinefs  of  any 
confequence  can  be  tranfafted  by  the  common  people  but 
in  the  ale-houfe.  But  the  vice  of  drunkennefs,  and  the 
crime  of  theft,  are  in  this  and  other  parts  of  the  country 
more  rare  than  about  30  years  ago,  when  the  lower  clais  of 
people  having  fewer  obje£b  to  excite  their  induftry,  were 
more  idle,  and  confequently  more  profligate. — About  3 ; 
years  ago,  the  wages  of  a  ploughman  were  in  this  neigh- 
hourhood  L.  2,  10  s.  Sterling ;  of  a  carter  L.  2 ;  of  a  female 
fervant  from  L.  i,  5  s.  to  L.  i,  10  s.  At  prefent,  a  plough* 
man  is  thought  good  for  nothing,  who  does  not  receive 
L.  7  or  L.  8.  The  ufual  wages  of  female  fervants  are  from 
L.  3  to  L.  4.  Abont  30  or  40  years  ago,  a  farm  which 
is  jpow  worked  by  3  ploughsi  having  each  4,  fometimes  on- 
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Ij  a  hArfcs,  emplojed  5  cattle  plonghs,  having  each  i« 
pxen.  Farms  where  2  ploughs  drawn  bj  4  horfes  are  now 
^onnd  fufficient,  were  formerly  wrought  bj  3  ploo^ 
drawn  by  10  oxen* 
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PARISH    OF    CALDER, 
(C0UNTI£S  OF  NAIRN  AND  INVERNESS.) 

By  the  Riv.  Mr  Alexakoer  Grant. 

Name^  Situation^  Soilf  Surface^  Rivers ^  l^c. 

THE  old  name  of  the  parifli  was  Borivoftf  fuppofed  to  be 
derived  from  the  Gaelic,  Brae  Ewettf  or,  *  Ewan's 
'  high  country.'  Calder  is  derived  from  CoiHef  a  '  wood/ 
and  DoTf  *  water/  It  is  fituated  chiefly  in  the  county  of 
Nairn ;  a  fmall  part  of  it  lies  in  that  of  Invemeis ;  it  is  in 
the  prefbytery  of  Nairn  and  Synod  of  Moray.  The  form 
of  the  parilh  is  not  unlike  the  letter  T.  Its  extent  is  about 
4  miles  from  S.  W.  to  N.  E.  The  general  breadth  is  not 
above  2  miles,  but  a  part  of  it  from  the  centre  runs  up  to 
the  high  country  about  7  or  8  miles.  The  pari(h  is  at  the 
diftaoce  of  a  or  3  miles  from  the  fea ;  bounded  by  Nairn 
on  the  N.  by  Auldearn  and  Ardclach  on  the  E.  by  Moy  and 
Duthil  on  the  S.  and  Croy  on  the  W.  The  low  part  of 
the  parifli  is  flat  and  level,  the  higher  part  hilly  and  moun- 
tainous, abounding  with  heath,  mofs  and  fome  wood^— The 
foil  is  fliarp,  fertile  and  friendly,  but  not  wet  or  deep.  The 
inountains  which  divide  Calder  from  Moy  to  the  S.  are 

very 
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very  high ;  are  covered  with  heath,  and  abound  ivith  moil* 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  hilly  and  rocky  ground  in  the  lower 
parts.  A  part  of  the  low  lands  has  fometinics  been  laid 
under  water,  bj  the  overflowing  of  the  bum  of  CaUer, 
and  the  water  of  Nairn,.  The  nioft  confiderable  inunda* 
tion  happened  in  178a.  The  wood  of  Calder,  and  parti- 
cularly the  bum  that  runs  through  it,  ofiers  to  the  view  the 
moft  delightful  Icenery.  It  runs  in  a  dark  and  deep  chan- 
nel, lb  as  to  be  loft  to  the  fight,  with  high,  fleep  and  rocky 
banks  on  the  eaft  fide,  covered  with  trees  of  all  kinds,  and 
the  moft  beautiful  flirubbery.  The  rapid  river  of  Find- 
horn  runs  through  the  higher  part  of  the  parifli,  as  does  the 
river  of  Nairn  wafli  it  below.  Both  thefe  rivers  abound 
with  (almon  and  trout.  Salmon  about  la  years  ago,  and 
leis,  fold  at  i  d.  and  i^  d.  the  pound,  of  late  it  has  got  up 
to  3  d.  and  even  4  d.  The  ^mon  is  in  high  perfefbon  in 
Mapr.. 

Population. — There  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
pariih  is  better  peopled  now  than  it  was  fome  years  ago. 
Although  the  farms  are  enlarged,  feveral  fmall  ones  being 
thrown  into  one,  yet  the  number  of  improvers  of  moor  and 
wallc  lands  is  increafing.  Tradefmen  are  more  numerous, 
and  fo  are  cottagers.  Dr  Webfter's  ftate  is  88a*  The  pa- 
rifh  may  now  contain  about  850  perfons,  above  the  age  of 
6;  of  which  400  may  be  males,  and  450  females.  The 
annual  average  of  births  is  23-f  for  the  laft  10  years ;  of 
deaths,  14 ;  of  marriages,  about  9.  There  are  about  20 
perfons  between  70  and  100  years  of  age.  The  number  of 
farmers,  and  their  families,  is  upwards  of  60;  of  traders, 
dyers,  carpenters,  flioemakcrs,  wheel- wrights,  tailors,  fmiths, 
mafonsi  &c.  upwards  of  40,  and  about  ao  apprentices. 
There  arc  upwards  of  150  labouring  fer^'ants,  including 

both 
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both  fex^ ;  2  ftudents  at  the  Univerfity ;  x  perfon  a  no- 
tire  of  Wales,  and  i  of  America.  There  are  fcarce  above 
10  here  bom  in  anj  other  pariih  or  diftrift  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. There  are  3  or  4  gentlemens  families,  onlj  i  Se- 
ceder,  and  x  Epifcopalian.  The  proportion  between  the 
annual  Urths  and  the  whole  population,  b  about  i  to  37 : 
Between  the  annual  mtirriages  and  the  whole  population,  a- 
bout  I  to  94  :  Between  the  annual  deaths  and  the  whole 
population,  about  i  to  60.  Each  marriage,  at  an  average, 
produces  6  children.  There  has  been  no  emigration  of  con- 
fequence  from  the  pariih  -,  but  every  other  year  there  are 
fome  young  lads,  in  the  charader  of  adventurers,  fervants, 
and  apprentices,  who  go  to  America,  London,  Edinburgh, 
and  other  parts.  There  are  about  x6o  inhabited  houfes, 
and  about  5  or  6  to  a  family.  Only  i  perfon  has  been  ba<> 
niihed  from  this  pariih  in  the  memory  of  man. 

Produce^  l^r.— Almoft  all  kinds  of  vegetables  and  plants 
that  are  produced  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  are  to  be  found 
here.  Trees  are  the  oak,  alder,  birch,  mountain-aih,  afli^ 
dm,  beech,  larix,  and  other  pines  in  great  numbers.  Horfes, 
about  420 ;  black  cattle,  2100 ;  fheep,  6300 ;  goats,  400. 
There  was  a  furvey  and  map  made  of  the  greateft  part  of 
the  pariih  in  1782  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  number 
of  acres  may  be  about  26,000,  making  a  reafonable  allow- 
^ce  for  what  has  not  been  furveyed.  Of  the  above,  18,000 
acres,  at  leaft,  confift  of  moor  and  mois.  There  may  be  a- 
bout  xooo  fown  yearly  with  barley,  2600  with  oats  and 
rye,  400  mider  potatoes,  turnip,  and  flaz,  500  let  out  ia 
ley,  without  fown  gra&,  there  being  little  gra(s-feed  fown 
in  the  pariih;  and  the  remaining  acres  under  wood,  broom, 
green  mols,  and  common  paihire.  The  pariih  does  more 
than  fopply  itfelf  with  provifions,  and  fumilhes  a  great  deal 
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of  oat-meal,  in  particolary  to  the  neighbouring  towns  of  fa- 
vemelsy  Nairn^  and  Fort  George.  It  fells  a  good  many 
cattle  and  flieep  to  the  butchers  in  thofe  towns,  and  ta 
drovers.  It  aSbrds  much  barlej  to  the  diflillers,  of  whom 
there  are  2  in  the  pariih.  The  rent  of  the  parifli  is  about 
L.  1200  Sterling.  Some  acres  of  arable  land  are  let  at  15  s. 
an  acre,  and  fome  fo  low  as  2  s.  6  d.  The  iize  of  the  farms 
is  verj  different,  fome  coniift  of  upwards  of  100  acres,  and 
others  below  40.  There  are  not  as  jet  many  inclofures, 
but  the  tenants  are  fenfible  of  the  advantage  of  having  their 
land  inclofed,  and  fome  of  the  more  opulent  have  begun  to 
inclofe  and  fence,  llie  fituation  of  the  pariih  in  1782  and 
1783  was  furely  bad  enough,  though  not  fo  ill  as  in  many 
places.  The  corns  were  not  fo  much  hurt  by  the  firoft,  of 
courfe,  the  crop  was  better,  and  few  of  the  cattle  died,  ha- 
ving been  maintained  chiefly  on  the  tops  of  whins,  cut  and 
threflied,  of  which  there  are  great  quantities  almoft  in  eve- 
ry part  of  the  pariih.  Oats  are  fown  the  latter  end  of 
March,  barley  generally  before  the  20th  of  May ;  and  they 
are  begun  to  be  reaped  between  the  ift  and  12th  of  Sep- 
tember, 

Pricet  and  Wages. — Beef,  mutton,  veal,  and  pork,  are 
from  2^d.  to  3id.  the  pound.  Hens  6d.  geefe  is.  6d.  to 
as.  ducks  8d.  turkies  2s.  6d.  butter  12s.  cheefefrom  4s.  to 
($s.  the  Hone;  barley  has  not  been  under  15s.  for  maoy 
years ;  meal  is  variable.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  all  thefe 
particulars,  there  has  been  a  prodigious  rife  of  price  fincc 
the  1780.  A  day-labourer  may  receive  6d.  and  perhaps 
7  d.  a-day  throughout  the  year,  with  fome  other  advan- 
tages \  fuch  as  a  houfc  and  garden,  time  to  gather  and  pre- 
pare his  fuel,  au  extraordinary  allowance  in  harveft,  with 
liberty  to  plant  potatoes,  as  far  as  any  dung  he  can  gather 

will 
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win  go.  Thb  is  found  very  fuffident  to  mamtain  a  fami- 
ly of  5  or  6  perfopsy  if  the  wife  has  any  indullry  at  all. 
Male  farm-fervants  get  from  L.  4  to  L.  6  in  the  year,  and 
female  fervants  from  L.  i,  10  s.  to  L.  2.  Domeftic  fervants 
get  a  little  more.  A  labourer  in  haibandry  gets  $  d.  a- 
day,  with  his  viftuab.  A  carpenter,  mafon,  or  other 
tradefman,  about  i  s.  4  d.  or  i  s.  6  d.  without  vi&uals. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor^  lie. — ^The  church  was  built  ia 
16x9.  The  value  of  the  living  is  about  L.  80.  Mr  Camp- 
bell of  Calder  is  patron.  There  are  2  heritors,  but  neither 
ofthemrefide.  The  manfe  was  built  about  173 o.-^The 
fchoolmafier's  falary  is  a  chalder  of  viAual,  half  meal,  half 
barley.  The  meal  is  paid  by  the  tenants,  and  the  barley 
by  the  landlord.  The  fchoolmafler  receives  alfo  L.  1,  or 
L.  I,  5  s.  Sterling,  as  feflion-clerk  and  precentor,  i  s.  for 
every  marriage,  and  6  d.  for  every  baptilm.  The  fbhooU 
fees  are  i  s.  a-quarter  for  Engliih  Icholars,  is.  6 d.  for 
writing,  and  2  s.  6  d.  for  Latin  and  arithmetic.  In  winter 
the  fchool  is  generally  very  throng,  between  3  and  4  fcore 
of  boys  and  girls  attend.  The  parents  in  general  wiih  their 
children  to  read,  write,  and  get  fome  knowledge  of  arithmetic^ 
but  (how  little  defire  for  the  learned  languages.^The  nun^ 
ber  of  poor  is  about  40.  The  annual  contributions  for  their 
relief  are  only  about  L«  12.  The  poor  have  certificates  (o 
beg  from  d^r  to  door  in  the  parifli. 

MifciUamoui  Obfernfations^—^Tht  parifh  has  fdme  very 
peculiar  advantages.  It  is  weU  furniflied  with  water,  wood, 
and  fuel.  It  has  within  itfeU,  or  is  in  the  clofe  neighbour- 
hoody  of  miUs  of  many  kinds,  not  only  meatmills,  but 
floor-mills,  waulk-mills,  lint -mills,  barley-miUs,  and  malt- 
mills.    It  is  well  flocked  with  tradefmea  of  every  kin4. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  y  and 
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and  withal  t&e  landlord  is  the  moft  iodulgeat  of  nufieii. 
The  air  is  remarHablj  iiadiibrioiis.     The  rents  of  cottagers 
honfes,  with  a  (mall  garden,  are  from  15  s.  to  L.  i,  whea 
paid  in  monej,  but  are  generallj  exaded  in  fenrioes.    It 
is  found  convenient  to  have  cottagers  in  the  neighbouriiood* 
The}  arc  employed  as  day-labourers,  and  are  extremdj 
ufeful,  particularly  in  the  more  bufy  feafons  of  the  year* 
But  the  tenants  would  not  choofe  to  truil  to  them  alone  for 
the  whole  work  of  the  farm,  preferring  fervants  hired  from 
terra  to  term,  as  the  moil  fleady  and  fixed.     But  few  fer- 
vants can  be  prevailed  upon  to  engage  for  a  longer  fpsce 
than  half  a-year  at  a  time,  which  is  often  a  great  iocoa- 
venience.    As  to  perfonal  tervices,  they  are  almoft  in  dif- 
ufe,  being  only  preferved  on  a  fmall  eftate,  and  a  wad&t 
h^rd  by  a  gentleman  in  the  parifh.     Where  thej  are  flill 
continued,  they  coniaft  of  various  attendances  and  carriages- 
The  tenants  or  fub^enants  afliil  their  mafler  in  cafling  aod 
leading  his  peats ;  in  cutting  his  corns,  and  bringing  them 
home ;  in  repairing  his  offices,  in  carrying  his  vidual'to 
market,  &c.     But  Mr  Campbell  of  Calder,  the  principal 
proprietor,  has  of  late,  in  a  mod  generous  and  humane 
manner,  aboliihed  all  fuch  fervices  and  carriages  on  his 
eflate,  commuting  them  with  the  tenant  at  a  very  eafy 
converfion ;  and  has  included  the  rent»  fiipend,  ceis,  co- 
ftoms,  in  one  fum,  payable  by  the  tenant  at  a  di&rcBt 
terms,  obliging  him  only  to  afliil  in  leading  materials  for 
the  church,  manfe,  and  offices,  fchool-houfe,  and  for  keeping 
the  old  cafUe  in  repair. — ^There  is  x  inn  in  the  pariffa,  and 
a  or  3  ale-houfcs ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  ^^  morals  of 
the  people  are  in  the  leail  corrupted  by  them.     They  are 
convenient  for  travellers,  there  being  feveral  pubHc  roads 
through  the  parifh,  but  they  are  very  feldom  vifited  bj 
the  parifhioners.    It  muft  be  allowed  that  the  people  aze 

verj 
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vcrj  induftrious  in  their  waj.     Their  great  induftry  in  the 
fammer,  lies  in  preparing  dunghills  and  their  iuel»  and  in 
winter,  in  threJhing  out  and  milling  their  corns.— There  is 
no  eftabliihed  n^anufadure  in  the  parifb,  but  dill  a  great 
deal  of  work  is  done  in  the  web  waj  in  their  familieSi  both 
for  home-ufe  and  for  fale.    A  cumber  of  the  women  are 
alfo  occupied  in  fpinning  lint,  given  out  by  manufadhuren 
in  towns,  for  which  thej  receive  from  i\  d.  to  3  d.  tlie 
h8nk.-^Tbe  inhabitants  difcovcr  no .  particular  propenfity 
for  the  military  life,  and  very  few  inlift  in  the  army  or 
navy.     Luxury,  in  point  of  drefs,  feems  to  have  crept  in 
very  much  of  late,  owing  to  the  high  wages.     The  people 
in  general  are  humane,  moral,  and  religious.  There  are  few 
quarrels  or  law-fuits  among  them,  and  horning  has  fcarcely 
been   executed  againft  any  one  in   the  pariih  for  many 
yean.     They  feem  to  be  very  much  contented  with  their 
iiiuation,  and,  as  a  proof  of  this,  ihow  little  or  no  deiire  to 
leave  the  pari(h.  But  ftill  they  would  find  themfelves  more 
at  cafe,  were  their  leafes  pern^anent,  and  the  caprice,  the 
wantonnels,  and  high  demands  iA  fervants,  in  fome  mea- 
fore  checked.— -The  roads  are  in  a  tolerable  ftate,  being 
kept  in  repair  by  the  flatute-labour,  which  is  exafted  in 
kind.     The  bridges  are  in  good  order,  being  fo  kept  by 
Government,  as  the  military  road  palTes  through  the  pa- 
rifh. — ^Erfe  and  Engliih  are  equally  fpoken, — In  place  of 
fome  of  the  more  obnoxious  taxes  of  fmall  conGderation, 
laid    on,  or  now  laying  on  by  Minidry,  a  damp   might 
be  ptppoftd  of  a  6  d.  on  certificates  to  fervants,  from  their 
mafieis  or  miftrefies,  when  they  leave  their  fervice  \  to 
journeymen  and  ihopkeepers,  (not  apprentices),  clerks  in 
offices,  and  the  like,  when  they  leave  their  Employment ; 
to  all  day-labourers,  adventurers,  handicraftfrnen,  and  o- 
Aera,  when  they  leave  one  pariih  and  county,  and  go  to 

another, 
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•nother,  teftifying,  (where  there  is  reafon  to  do  ib)^  thor 
honeiljy  fobrietjy  and  peaceable  *  behaviour ;  to  be  figned 
by  the  MinifterSy  Juftioes,   Sberifis,  or  Magiftrates;  and 
that  all  thefe  defcriptiond  of  p^fons  ihonld  be  obliged  to 
carry  along  with  them  filch  certificates  upon  every  remove, 
otherwife  be  confidered  as  fufpefted  perfons.     Somethbg 
of  this  kind,  it  is  imagined,  would  be  very  prodoAive,  and 
would  have  a  happy  tendency  in  preferving  good  order,  and 
preventing  many  mifchie£s  in  fociety.    The  flamp  might 
likewife  be  extended  to  certificates  to  ftndents,  when  they 
leave  the  Univeriity,  from  the  proftflbrs,  attefting  not  only 
their  progress  in  literature,  but  their  general  good  beha- 
viour while  there  \  to  patrons,  when  they  prefent,  certi- 
fying their  having  qualified  for  th^t  purpofe  \  and  to  pro- 
bationers alfo,  when  they  accept,  of  their  having  taken 
the  oaths  to  enable  them  to  accept  *,  in  ihort,  to  aU  who 
are  by  law  obliged  to  qualify  to  Government,  on  their  ac- 
ceptance of  any  place  or  oiEce ;  to  all  certificates,  proving 
the  identity  and  eziftence  of  perfons,  ages,  marriages,  de- 
grees of  propinquity,  and  the  like.    From  the  above  might 
be  excepted  certificates  granted  to  widows  and  orphans  of 
all  ranks  and  denominations*,  alfo  thofe  granted  to  the  poor, 
either  recommending  them  to  charity  at  home,  or  to  hof- 
pitals,  infirmaries,  and  any  public  donation;  alfo  certifi- 
cates granted  to  perfons  in  ficknels,  preventing  their  at- 
tendance at  courts,  affizes,  or  in  any  other  way  and  place 
where  their  prefence  is  required  by  law. 

All  the  ploughs  are  of  the  old  Scotch  kind.     About  73 

are  in  conflant  employment,  and  occafionally  in  the  fpring 

there  are  mere.     ITie  tenants  have  not  as  yet  got  any  of 

'  the  large  ihod  wheel  carts  and  waggons ;  they  ufe  the  an- 

i»ie|it  and  (till  common  fort  of  fledges  and  carts.«— A  fmall 

village 
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village  was  begun  at  Calder  fome  years  ago,  but  not  im- 
proved to  any  height.  It  ma  j  contain  about  a  fcore  of  fa- 
miUcSy  confifting  chiefly  of  tradefmen,  labourers,  and  the 
fervants  who  have  the  charge  of  the  cattle.— Peat  is  the 
moft  common  fuel.  Wood,  fiirze,  broom,  &c.  are  alfo 
iifcd. 
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NUMBER    XUX. 

PAlllSH    OF    DESKFORD, 
(county    of    BANFF.) 

JJjr  the  Riv.  Mr  Walter  Chalmeas. 

NanUf  Situation^  Surfactf  \3c. 

A  CcoRDiKG  to  fomcy  Dti/b  fignifies  a  *'  Linn  or  Lakc.'^ 
-^^  As  there  is  a  fmall  linn  formed  bj  a  water-fell,  a  lit- 
tle to  the  north  of  the  villaget  Delkford  may  fignif  j  the 
ford  near  the  linn.  According  to  others^  Dejkford  is  a  cor 
ruption  from  Cbtfsfurt^  which  fignifies  *'  a  cold  fouth/'  or 
a  *'  cold  place  to  the  fouthward."  This  alfo  anfwers  to 
the  fituation  of  the  parifli,  as  it  lies  fouth  from  the  fea,  and 
varies  confiderably  in  climate  from  the  coontry  along  the 
coaft.  The  worthy  and  ingenious  Mr  Lawtie,  minifier  of 
Fordyce,  thinks  Deikford  a  corruption  from  Decius's  Fort 
His  opinion  is  founded  upon  a  belief^  that  there  was  a 
Roman  flation  in  the  parilh  *•    Deikford  was  originaUj  a 

part 

*  Mr  Ltwtie  has  formed  this  opinion  from  Roman  coins  found  at  Deik- 
ford ;  remains  of  fclTes  and  roads ;  fioiilarity  of  fituation  to  ftations  io 
England;  exaA  diftance  between  it  and  the  ftation  at  Rothes  (Tuiffis) 
M  mentioned  in  Ricbtrd's  Itinenry ;  ancient  bridge  over  Spey  on  this 
road ;  ancient  name  of  the  water  of  Deflcford  (Cullan)  which  is  not  more 
different  from  Selina  (Delkfurd)  than  Itona  (now  Fyvie)  from  Iihen 
JEfaca  (now  Biechin)  from  Efk,  Devana  (now  Aberdeen)  from  Dee,  t:c. 
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part  of  the  paxiih  of  Fordyce,  and  was  included  ia  Cullen, 
when  that  parifli  was  disjoined  from  Fordjce;  but  the 
precife  period  when  Delkford  was  creded  'into  a  feparate 
parilh  from  CuUen  is  not  diftindly  known.  It  appears 
from  a  decreet  of  ftipend  for  Fordyce,  that  the  Union  fub- 
fifted  in  the  year  1618.  The  pariJh  of  Deikford  lies  ia 
the  prefbyterj  of  Fordyce,  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen*.  It 
is  bounded  upon  the  W.  and  N.  by  the  pariih  of  Ruth- 
ven,  on  the  N.  E.  and  £•  by  Fordyce^  and  on  the  S.  and 
S.  W.  hf  Grange.  Its  length  from  N.  to  S.  may  be  a- 
bout  5  EngliiSi  miles  \  its  breadth  from  E.  to  W.  variable, 
but  the  greateft  about  3  miles.  The  form  of  the  pariih  is 
that  of  a  ftrathy  having  hills  on  the  £•  and  W.  and  a  (mali 
opening  to  the  S.  and  N.  The  fields  lie  in  a  floping  di- 
rection from  the  hills  towards  a  fmall  river  or  bum,  which 
runs  in  the  hollow,  and  has  its  banks  covered  with  a  va- 
riety of  natural  wood.  From  fprings  in  the  hills  on  each 
fide  of  the  ftrathy  defcend  through  the  fields  various  rivu* 
lets,  which  empty  themfelves  into  the  bum,  and  which  are 
beautifully  edged  with  natural  wood.  In  many  of  theft 
rivulets  are  water- falls,  which,  in  fummer  floods  and  win- 
ter thaws,  deficend  through  the  trees  with  great  impetuofity, 
and  exhibit  many  romantic  and  piAurefque  fcenes. 

HiOt. — ^Upon  the  £.  fide  of  the  ftrath  is  the  Green  HiU, 
which  was  formerly  a  commonty  to  the  tenants,  and  af- 
forded a  rough  kind  of  pafture.  The  late  Earl  of  Find- 
later,  who  was  the  patron  of  farming,  of  manufisidures,  and 
of  every  meafure  that  tended  to  the  improvement  of  his 
country,  tried  to  bring  it  into  culture.  With  this  view,  it 
was  indoied  and  divided  with  ditch  and  hedge,  belts  of 
Scotch  fir  and  alder  planted,  and  a  complete  fet  of  fiirm- 
houies  built  \  but  after  confideraUe  expence,  and  repeated 

trials. 
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trials,  his  Lordihip  was  difcooraged.  The  bleak  fitmrioc, 
the  bad  expofure,  the  wetnels  of  foil,  owing  to  a  pao  be* 
seath  it,  prevented  the  crops  from  filling  and  ripening. 
The  indofures  are  now  let  annually  £or  paflure.  The 
hedges,*  by  great  care  and  attention,  thrive  in  feme  places ; 
but  the  planting  in  the  belts  does  not  promife  to  fucceed. 
The  prefent  Earl  of  Findlater,  about  xo  years  agi>,  made 
trial  of  the  larix  fir  in  one  of  the  indofures  to  N.  £.  It 
thrives  at  prefient,  and  gives  encourage^ient  to  proceed  in 
planting  under  its  ihelter.  Upon  the  W.  fide  of  the  ftxathy 
18  a  hill  called  Old  More^  which  afibrds,  at  a  moderate  di- 
flance,  a  plentiful  fupply  of  excellent  peat  and  tur£  The 
late  Earl  of  Findlater  parcelled  out  the  ikirts  of  this 
hill  into  fmall  lots,  and  let  them  at  a  low  rent ;  but  the 
people  are  poor,  and  their  improvements  not  Cubfiaa- 
tial. 

Soil  amd  Produce. — ^The  foil,  along  the  lower  parts  of  the 
Strath,  is  generally  a  loam,  with  a  bottom  of  ftrong  deep 
day,  and  produces  wheat,  barley,  oats,  peas,  beans,  and  good 
crops  of  hay.  Towards  the  hilb,  it  is  a  light  black  foil, 
and  under  it,  an  obllinate  pan.  Owbg  to  this  pan,  in  feme 
places,  and  the  clay  bottom  in  oOiers,  the  fields  retain  the 
rains  long ;  which  circumflance  retards  the  labour  in  the 
i^riog,  and  renders  the  crops  late,  efpeciaUy  in  rainy  feafoos. 
In  favourable  feafons,  the  tenants  fell  confiderable  quantities 
of  barley  and  oats  to  merchants  in  Portfoy,  who  export 
them  generally  to  the  fouth  frith.  In  the  parifh,  there 
are  fpots  of  moori(h  and  wafte  ground,  which  might  be  im- 
proved to  advantage.  One  of  confiderable  extent  adjoin-' 
ing  to  a  farm,  has  been  btdy  trenched  and  drained,  at  the 
expence  of  the  heritor.  This  is  a  fubftantial  and  advan- 
tageous mode  of  improvement.    It  not  only  gives  bread 

to 
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to  the  induftriotxs,  and  .beautifies,  the  face  of  the  eoontrji 
bat  perhaps  proves  more  lucrative  to  the  landholder^  than 
an  extenfion  of  property.  In  the  lower  grounds,  the  foil 
feems  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  growth  of  planting  ^  and 
had  the  fumous  Dr  Johnibn  directed  his  tour  through 
Deikfordy  and  deigned  to  pull  down  the  blinds  of  his  car- 
riage *p  he  would  have  fee9  man j  trees  not  unworth j  of 
attention  from  the  moft  prejudiced  £ngli(h  traveller.  In 
an  orchard  adjoining  to  an  ancient  caiile,  there  kj  particu- 
larly an  alh-tree,  which  meafures  in  girth  24  feet  5^  inches. 
It  is  called  St  John's  tree,  from  its  vicinity  to  a  chapel  of 
that  namCf  to  be  afterwards  mentioned.  There  is  another 
aib  in  the  fame  orchard,  which  meafures  in  girth  la  feet 
3^  inches,  having  a  fliank  ao  feet  high,  of  nearly  the  fame 
dimenfions.  This  aih  b  called  Young  St  John.  There  is 
alfo  a  holly  tree,  perhaps  the  largeft  of  its  fpedes  in  this 
country.  It  meafures,  at  the  diftance  of  a  feet  from  the 
ground,  8  feet  ^i  inches  in  girth.  In  feveral  places  of  the 
parifh,  hedges  have  been  planted  ^  and  they  alfo  thrive  a- 
mazingly,  when  they  receive  proper  care  and  attention.-— 
There  is  a  quarry  of  limeftone  at  Craibftown,  which  yields 
lime  fuperior  in  ftrength  and  colour  to  any  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. It  is  confeqnently  in  great  requeft,  and  affords 
a  profitable  employment  to  many  of  the  tenants,  in  fum* 
mer  and  autumn. 

.  Churcif  and  ancUnt  Cafiles^^^ThtTe  is  no  ^te  upon  the 
church  '9  one  pew  in  it  bears  1627,  another  1630.  It  is  fi- 
tuated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  ftrath,  and,  like  the  ge- 
nerality of  churches  in  this  country,  is  gloomy  and  mifera- 
bly  fumiihed. — Clofe  by  it  is  an  old  calUe,  called  the  Tower 
Vol.  IV.  Z  2  of 

•  It  w  Aid  the  DoAof  drew  op  the  blinds  of  his   carriage  in  paffia^ 
ihrongh  CuUcB. 
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of  Delkfordy  and  bid  to  have  been  built  hy  tbe  Smdatn, 
who  were  the  immediate  predeceflbn  of  the  Ogflvies  bt 
the  property  of  the  lordlhip  of  Deik&rd.  Itappeatsto 
have  been  a  pretty  fpacions  building,  in  the  form  of  a  coon ; 
but  there  now  remains  only  one  room's  length,  vaulted  be- 
low, with  3  ftorcys  and  a  garret.  Ic  bears  bo  date.-— Ad- 
joining to  this  tower,  there  was  formerly  a  chapel,  called 
St  John's  Chapel,  upon  one  of  the  walls  of  whidi  there 
is  an  infcription,  bearing  the-  name  of  Alexander  Ogilvie, 
with  the  Ogtlvies  arms  and  tnotto,  and  dated  1551-.— ^Aboot 
a  mile  to  the  S.  of  the  church,  ftands  the  caftle  of  Skuth, 
but  of  late  years  become  ruinous*  It  is  delightfully  fituated 
upon  an  eminence  rifin'g  from  the  bum,  having  a  peep  of 
the  fea,  and  an  extenfive  view-of  the  ftrath.  On-each  fide 
are  water-falls  from  the  hill,  defeending  between  rocks  and 
fertile  fieldsi  beautifully  interfperied  with  natural  wood« 
This  ruin  is  a  (Iriking  objeft  to  paflengers,  and  a  beautifnl 
villa  to  the  futrounding  inhabitants. 

Manfe. — The  manfe  and  oiSces,  with  flated  roo&,  were 
built  about  5  years  ago.  The  heritor  gave  a  Uberal  at- 
lowance«  indulged  the  incumbent  with  his  own  plan,  and 
every  accommodation  he  could  defire ;  and  had  the  under- 
taker done  his  duty,  i^  would  have  been  perhaps  a  model 
of  abundant  and  genteel  accommodation ;  but  the  work,  in 
every  department,  is  infufficiently  executed.  Such  infiances 
are  too  common,  and  they  are  exceedingly  diftrelBng,  both 
to  heritors  and  minifters.  The  heritors  jufily  complain  of 
the  hardfhip  of  incurring  new  expence,  after  recent  and 
liberal  expenditure ;  and  minifters  muft  daily  feel  the  grie- 
vance of  inhabiting  houfes  that  will  not  defend  virind  and 
cain.  Neceflitated  to  apply  for  repairs,  they  are  confidered 
as  troublefomei  and  fometimes  loaded  with  much  unjull 

and 


of  Ddpford.  363 

;pd  illiberal  abufe.  With  a  view  to  remedy  theie  evils, 
along  with  the  contraAor,  an  overfeer  ihould  be  appointed, 
who  ought  carefully  to  infped  the  materials,  and  have  a 
i¥atchful  eye  over  the  work  in  all  its  ftages.  Atlean,if  this 
is  objeded  to,  it  ought  to  be  a  claufe  in  the  contract,  that  the 
work  is  not  to  be  judged  of,  nor  the  contra£t  difcharged, 
4mtil  the  houfes  have  been  inhabited  for  12  months. 

Stipend^  Glebif  School,  Poor,  ^r.*-The  glebe  is  about  4 
acres  arable,  including  the  garden,  with  about  i^  acres  of 
grafs-gronnd.  The  prefent  ftipend  is  L.  44  :  15  :  3-^  Ster- 
ling of  money,  with  24  bolls  i  firlot  of  barley,  and  the 
fame  quantity  of  meal  at  8  s.  the  boll.  The  Earl  of  Find- 
later  is  patron  of  the  church,  and  fole  proprietor  of  the  pa-r- 
fiih. — ^The  fchoolmafler*s  (alary  is  L.  2  :  x  :  8  Sterling  of 
money,  payable  by  the  heritor,  and  about  9  bolls  3  firlots 
of  meal  payable  by  the  tenants.  In  fummer  there  are 
generally  about  30  fcholars. — The  number  of  poor  pre- 
fently  on  the  roll  is  32.  This  uncommonly  great  number 
may  be  owing  to  the  abundance  of  excellent  mois,  which 
has  induced  them  to  fettle  in  its  vicinity.'  The  funds  be- 
longing to  them  are,  the  interefl  at  5  per  cent,  of  L.  1000 
Scotch,  the  weekly  colledions,  which  may  amount  to  L.  8 
Sterling  aryeasy  and  6  bolls  of  meal  given  annually  by 
the  heritor.  Thefe  afford  only  a  fcanty  fupply ;  but  ma- 
fiy  of  the  women  are  able  to  earn  fomething  by  fpinning 
flax,  and  the  men  by  day-labour.  To  that  few  if  any  of 
lliem  beg. 

Papuhtion^'^Tht  return  to  Dr  Webfter,  about  40  years 
«go,  was  940.  At  prefent  the  number  of  inhabitants  is 
752.    Males,  .  .  .  359 

Females,  .  •  -  393 

flbads  of  families,'  •  .  .  268 

ChUdren 
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Children  above  8  yoars,  •  •  '     >7t 

Children  under  8  years,  -  r  -  145 

Male  fcrvants,  ....  ^8 

Female  fervants^  -  •  -  44 

Weavers,  -  •  -  18 

Shoemakers,  -  •  -  8 

Tailors,  .  -  -  4 

Wrights,  .  -  -  a 

Cart  and  Plou];h  wrights,  •  •  1 

Wheel  wrights,  ...  2 

Mafons,  -  -  *  r  3 

Blackfmiths,  .  .  .  ^ 

There  are  46  perfons  in  the  parifli  who  do  not  properly 
belong  to  any  of  the  preceding  defcriptions.  Thert  are 
2  Roman  Catholics  ;  all  the  reft  Preftytcrians.  The  pre- 
vailing fumames  in  the  parifli  are  Reid  and  Lawrence. 
Of  each  there  are  9  families.  The  decreafe  of  inhabitants 
may  be  accounted  for  from  there  having  been  formerly  a 
great  number  of  crofters  and  fubtenants  in  the  pariib,  who 
fubfifted  chiefly  by  manufaduring  limeftone.  Sbce  that 
time,  many  of  the  crofts  have  been  added  to  the  adjacent 
farms,  and  the  tenants  reftrided  to  x,  2  or  3  fubfets,  ac* 
Cording  to  the  extent  of  their  pofleilions.  A  reftridion 
in  the  manufafturing  of  lime  alfo  fucceeded,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  too  rapid  confumption  of  mois.  Thefe  cir- 
cnmftanccs  muft  have  occafioned  the  removal  of  fcveral 
families  from  the  pariib. 

State  of  Farmings  Wc. — ^Improvements  in  farming  arc 
making  fome  progrefs.  The  horfe-hoeing  hu(bandry  has 
of  late  been  introduced  with  fuccels.  There  were  about 
^0,000  cabbages  managed '  in  this  way  laft  feafon.  It  19 
computed  there  were  150  acres  in  fown  grals,  30  in  tor* 
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potatoes,  and  10  in  lint.    Though  the  foil  in 

ces  feerhs  favourable   for  the  growth  of  flaz» 

hitherto  been  eztenfivelj  cultivated.     The  cat- 

the  Scotch  breed;  but  conliderablj  improved  in 

.ie  culture  of  green  crops.     Thefe  are  confumed 

:;  young  cattle,  which,  from  the  fituation  of  the 

is  found  more  profitable,  than  in  fattening  thole 

grown.     There  are  not  manj  flieep,  the  pafture 

nuch  confined   by  the  improvements  in  the  hills 

\y  mentioned,  and  what  remains  being  wet,  is  ra- 

gainft  their  profperity.     Some  of  the  Englilh  breed, 

.  f  a  croft  breed  from  them,  are  paftured  upon  the 

Thofe  which  pafture  on  the  hills  are  of  a  very 

.1  fize.    The  farms  are  fmall ;  the  largeft  not  exceed- 

100  acres  arable,  and  the  generality  from  30  to  60 

The  rent  varies  from  L.  i,  10  s.  to  2  s.  the  acre. 

average  may  be  9  s.  the  acre.     The  leafes  are  gene- 

-  for  19  years,  a  term  by  far  too  fliort  for  fpirited  ex- 

>n  and  fubftantial  improvement.      The  generality  of 

houfes  are  poor  and  uncomfortable  \  and  no  allowance 

.nted  for  meliorations.     There  are  2  meal-mills  and  i 

nc-mill  in  the  parifh.     The  real  rent  is  computed  to  be 

i^  xooo  Sterling  a-year,  including  money,  vi£tual  and  cu- 

Uorns. 

Bleacbfield.'^ln  the  north  end  of  the  parifh,  there  is  a 

bkachfield,  rented  by  a  manufa&urer  in  Cullen,  of  about 

acres  in  extent.     At  thi?  field  there  are  whitened  year. 

•out  X5C0  pieces  of  cloth,  and  1700  fpindles  of  thread 

/arn.     Owing  to  a  deficiency  of  water,  the  machinery 

■•^mientlv  ^         '    ^y  horfes. 

iy  to  be  obferved,  that  the  tc- 
\  many  fervices,  fuch  as  1 
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winiiing  and  kading  peats,  ploughing  and  harrowing,  ma« 
king  hay,  cutting  down  corns,  and  various  carriages.  Theiie 
fervices,  though  not  ezafted  with  rigour,  are  detrimental 
to  the  interelt  of  the  tenant,  and  ooofequently  to  that  a£ 
the  landholder.  They  often  occafion  interruptions  to  ur- 
gent domeftic  concerns,  ibmetimes  prevent  the  feafonahle 
cultivation  of  the  fields,  and  not  unfrequently  hazard  the 
fafetyof  their  produce.  It  is  aftonifhing,  that  heritors, 
in  many  refpedb  liberal  minded  and  indulgent  to  their  te- 
nants, dill  continue  this  pernicious  veftige  of  feudal   fiave- 

Wages  and  Pncts.^^Thcwzgti  of  fervaots  '  have  ia- 
*  creafed,  are  Increafing,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  &rmer^ 
<  ought  to  be  diminiflied.'  A  capable  ploughman  receives 
from  L.  6  to  L.  7  ;  an  inferior  man-fervant  L.  5  ;  and  a 
female  £ervant  L«  2,  a  s.  a-year.  Thefe  gains  are  not  now« 
as  formerly,  laid  up  for  future  fupport  and  provifion,  but 
generally  expended  upon  drefs,  the  defire  of  which  has  ob- 
tained great  prevalence  among  them  within  thefe  few 
years.  The  following  wages  are  given  to  other  labourers 
a-day  :  To  a  man  for  cafting  peats,  i  s.  without  viduah« 
in  harveft,  to  a  man  lod.  and  to  a  woman  6  d.  with 
victuals ',  to  a  day-labourer  6  d.  with  viSuals  ;  to  a  mafon 
IS.  ad.;  to  a  common  wright  8 d. ;  and  to  a  tailor  6 d, 
with  viftuals.  The  prices  of  provifions  ha^e  increafed  yctj 
confiderably  within  thefe  30  years.  A  hen,  formerly 
bought  for  4  d.  now  gives  from  6  d.  to  8  d. ;  beef  and 
mutton  fell  from  i^d.  .to  j^d.  the  pound;  haddocks^ 
which  fold  within  thefe  five  years  at  id.  the  dozen, 
now  give  from  8  d.  to  1  s.  This  great  and  fudden  rife  in 
value,  is  faid  to  be  owing  to  a  fcarcity  bf  haddocks  along 
this  coaft  for  two  years  paft.   Butter  fells  from  6d.  to  8d. 

the 
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the  pooitd,  24  ounces ;  and  cheefe  from  4  s.  to  5  s.  the 
ftone  weight. 

Roads. — There  2Xt  2  principal  roads  in  the  pariih.  Like 
the  generality  of  roads  in  this  countrj,  they  have  been 
formed  original! j  by  far  too  narrow ;  are  not  kept  in  proh 
per  repair ;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  are  very  un- 
comfortable to  travellers,  efpecially  in  winter  and  wet 
feafons.  They  are  wrought  in  fpring  and  autumn  by 
ftatute-Iabour,  which  the  people  undertake  with  relufbnce, 
and  perform  without  care.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better 
to  levy  the  money  along  with  the  rents,  and  to  employ 
labourers,  under  direftion  of  an  attentive  and  capable  over- 
feer,  during  the  fummer  feafon. 

Mifcellaneotts  Obferoations, — ^The  people  are^  in  general 
fober,  indullrious,  and  regular  in  behaviour.  There  is 
but  one  ale-houfe  in  the  pariih,  and  which  is  little  fre- 
quented. Though  not  rich,  (everal  of  them  are  fubftan- 
tial  in  their  ftations.  The  late  unfavourable  feafons,  with 
the  confequent  failure  of  crops,  have  reduced  their  circum- 
ftances  in  fome  inftances.  Perhaps  a  total  abolition  of  fer- 
vices,  an  extenfion  of  their  leafes,  and  an  allowance  for 
building  neat  and  comfortable  houfes,  would  tend  to  me- 
liorate their  fituation.  In  confequence  of  their  fobriety 
and  regularity,  the  people  are  prolific  and  long-lived.  The 
wife  of  one  of  the  elders  brought  him  lately  3  daughters 
at  one  birth,  who  are  all  alive,  and  doing  well.  There 
are  3  families  confifiiog  of  eight  children  each,  and  feve- 
ral  of  7  and  of  6.  The  lad  minifter  died  about  10  years 
ago,  in  the  88th  year  of  bis  age ;  and  there  are  now  living 
in  the  pariih  one  woman  aged  91,  another  89,  and  a  man 
88.— The  pariih  of  Delkford  is  a  fpot  univerfally  admired, 

on 
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on  account  of  its  natural  beauties  and  ancient  caftks. 
Its  vicinitj  to  the  fea,  and  various  internal  advantages, 
particularly  water»  wood,  niiois  and  lime,  render  it  one  of 
the  beft  tracks  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 
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fARISHo*    PITTENWEEM, 
(county  of  fife.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Jamxs  Nairnk. 

>  I  >  ■  I  I  II     I     I        ■    <  ml       ■»  ■■  ■  -  ■       ■• 

1 

Name,  Situation^  Soil,  Air,  ^c, 

THIS  pariih  is  fituated  in  the  prefbjterj  of  St  Axl« 
drew'Sf  and  Synod  of  Fife.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
coal  waSf  in  old  times,  wrought  where  the  town  now  ilands; 
and  in  the  town  there  is  a  large  cove,  anciently  called  a 
Vfiem.  The  pits  produced  by  the  working  of  the  coal,  and 
the  ftriking  natural  objeft  of  the  cove  or  weem,  may  have 
given  birth  to  the  name  of  the  pariih.  Whether  Pit* 
tenweem  originally  was  a  pariih  or  not,  is  uncertain. 
The  extent  of  the  pariih  is  abont  an  Englifh  mile  and  m 
quarter  in  length,  and  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth.  It  is 
bounded  by  the  pariih  of  Anflruther-Wefter  on  the  £. ; 
by  the  (ame  and  Cambee  on  the  N. ;  and  by  St  Monance  on 
the  W, ;  the  frith  of  Forth  bounds  it  on  the  S.  The  grounds 
in  the  pariih  are  flat;  the  foil  is  in  general  black  and 
loamy,  and  very  fertile  -,  the  air  is  dry  and  healthy ;  the 
water  remarkably  foft,  while  that  of  the  neighbouring 
towns  is  hard  and  brackiih.  The  mpi^  prevalent  diftemper 
V«.  IV.  3  A  amonj 
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Bmoog  the  inhabitantB,  is  the  fitb(fis  fulnfnaiis,  or  coi^ 
fumption. 

Fi/bt  SUfpnift  Ifc. — ^The  fi(h  caught  here  have  of  late 
jear»  been  in  much  {mailer  nomber  than  fomierlj. 
Quantities  are  fometimes  fent  to  the  Edinburgh  mailLet. 
Within  thefe  few  montbsi  a  plan  was  formed  for  catching 
tnrbot  with  nets,  and  fo  getting  them  alive  to  lend  up  to 
London  ;  bat  the  trials  have  not-  been  as  jet  very  foooeft- 
fiiL  A  confiderable  quantity  of  lobfters  are  caught  here 
and  in  the  neighbourhoody  and  fent  to  London.— The  people 
here  are  generally  fond  of  a  leafariug  life,  but  few  have 
entered  the  navy  as  volunteers*  They  in  general  difcovcr 
an  averfion  lo  the  army,  and  I  do  not  think  more  than  a. 
or  3  from  the  parifh  have  inliiled  during  the  laft  30  years. 
At  prefent  the  number  of  boats  is  only  j,  and  of  veflels  4. 
From  a  record  of  the  town,  it  appears  that  prior  to  1639, 
the  (hipping  here  was  confiderable.  From  that  year  to  the 
16459  the  town  fuifered  greatly  in  that  article.  It  appears 
from  that  record,  that  there  belonged  at  leaft  to  the  town 
13  fail  of  lar.ge  veflels  i  all  of  which  were  either  taken  by 
the  enemy,  wrecked,  or  fold  in  confequence  of  the  death 
of  the  oommanders  and  mariners  at  the  battle  of  Kilfyth. 

Coalf  Uc. — ^The  whole  furfiice  of  the  parifh  is  loppofcd 
to  cover  a  continued  field  of  coal,  which  lies  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary way,  firft  taking  one  direction,  then  a  contraxy 
one,  with  different  dipps.  The  property  of  it  belongs  to 
Sir  John  Anftruther.  When  it  began  to  be  virrought  is 
uncertain.  It  is  beliieved  to  have  been  wrought  by  OUver 
Cromwell,  who  took  pofTeflion  of  the  Earl  of  Kelly's  eflate, 
of  which  it  then  formed  a  part ;  and  a  pit  is  flill  to  be  feen« 
that  goes  by  the  name  of  Cromwell's  pit.  In  pad  times, 
as  much  coal  was  taken  ou6  as  could  be  procured  without 
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A  fire  engine*  After  the  working  had  been  long  difcon*** 
tinued.  Sir  John  Anftruther,  about  20  jears  ago,  ereflcd  a 
fire  engine,  and  has  fince  that  period  put  out  an  immenfe 
qoantitj  of  coal,  and  made  &lt  to  a  large  extent.  There 
are  9  {alt-pans.  The  average  expence  for  the  coal  and  fait 
working  is  about  L.  50  weekly.  The  colliers  are  all  free, 
fiand  engaged  bj  the  year,  and  are  paid  in  proportion  to 
the  work  thej  refpeflively  perform.  A  good  and  labo- 
rious collier  will  earn  about  18  s.  a- week. 

Population. — ^According  to  Dr  Webfter,  the  number  was 
959.  At  prefent  it  is  1 1 5  7,  all  refiding  in  tihe  town^  except  4 
families.  Males,  541 ;  females,  616 ;  that  is^  nearly  30 
females  for  37  males.  The  difproponion  between  the  num- 
ber of  males  and  females,  may  be  owing  to  a  number  of 
the  young  men  betaking  them&lves  to  a  feafaring  life  i 
and  there  being  no  Slipping  here,  although  there  is  a  fea- 
port,  many  of  them  fix  the  refidence  for  their  fanailies  at 
the  places  from  whence  they  fsul,  and  fo  ceaie  to  appear  on 
the  parifli-roU.  Befides,  no  manufadhires  being  carried  on 
in  this  place  and  neighbourhood,  induces  another  clafs  oi 
y4>ungmen  to  repair  to  thofe  towns  where  manufafhires  flou- 
riih,  and  to  fettle  there.  The  females  are  generally  fta- 
tionary.  The  average  of  birtlis  is  37,  of  deaths  25  ;  from 
which  it  appears^  that  multiplying  births  by  26,  and  deaths 
by  36,  will  produce  numbers  that  would  fall  ihort  of  the 
a£hial  population. 

From  1684  to  1690,  the  average  of  births  is         -         43 
From  1699  to  1709,  -  -  -  ^x 

From  1709  to  1 7 19,  -  -  -  34 

From  1719  to  1729,  -  -  38^ 

From  1729  to  1739,  -  -  .  3oi 

From  1739  ^o  *74^»  -  -  -  aS 

From  1751  to  1761,  -  •  .  ai 

From. 
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From  1761  to  I77it  the  tverage  of  births  ift  16 

From  1771  to  1780,  -  -  -  $0 

From  1780  to  1790,  -  -  -  3? 

From  this  it  appears,  that  the  population  at  the  end  of  the 
laft  ceoturj  was  greater  than  at  prefent,  and  was  douUe 
what  it  was  at  the  middle  of  the  current  centiuy.  The 
&ilure  of  Ae  herring-fifliing,  and  of  the  French  abd  Eaft 
Country  trade^  diminilbed,  and  the  erefiion  of  Sir  John 
A&firuther's  coal  and  fait  works  has  increaftd  the  popula* 
tion.  The  average  of  marriages  is  7. 
The  number  of  fouls  under  10  years  of  age,  is  -  aSo 
From  ID  to  20,  -  -  -  aoo 

Fi^om  ao  to  5O9  •  -  -  439 

From  50  to  70,  -  -  .  224 

^rom  70  to  90,  -  -  -  34 

The  number  of  handicraftfmen,  il  -  -         78 

■■  Of  apprentices,  -  -  15 

-     ■■     '  Of  feamen,  -  -  71 

Of  filhermen,  •    .  -  xa 

— — — —  Of  miners  and  colliers,  -  36 

■■  Orhoufehold  fervants,  -  -         49 

Of  labouring  fervants,  -  x8 

— — —  Of  pcrfons   bom  in  England,    and   the 

Britilh  colonics,  •  -         -        xo 

—————  Of  perfons  born  in  other  parilhes,  about    400 

■  Of  the  Eftabliflicd  Church,  -  X034 
'                      Of  Seceders,              -                 -  no 

■  Of  Epifcopals,  -  -  -  23 
The  population  has  increafed  verj  confiderablj  within  thefe 
aj  years,  owing  to  the  colliery  and  falt-works.  The  pro- 
portion between  the  annual  births  and  whole  population^ 
Is  as  X  to  31 ;  between  the  annual  marriages  and  whole 
population,  as  i  to  X65 ;  between  the  annual  deaths  and 
whole  population,  gs  a  to  46 }  between  buchelots  and  mar- 
ried 
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ried  mea,  (meaning  by  a  bachelor,  a  man  at  the  age  of 
25,  and  a  hoiifeholder),  as  i  to  18.  Marriages,  at  an  a- 
"^^g^j  produce  about  4  children.  The  number  of  inha- 
bited hdufes  is  tSj,  and  the  average  of  inhabitants  for  each 
eStceedi  6,  4nd  does  not  feach  7*. 

Agricubufc-^tolimttXj  the  whole  lands  in  the  parUh 
M^ere  employed  in  railing  com.  Two- thirds  of  the  ground 
was  fown  with  rough  bear,  and  the  remaining  third  with 
wheat,  oats,  peas  and  beans.  Still  a  larger  proportion  of 
bear  and  barle j  is  fown  than  of  any  other  grain.  Of  late 
years  green  crops  have  been  introduced.  Fields  are  laid 
down  with  clover  and  rje-grals;  cabbages  and  kail  are 
raifed  in  the  fields,  for  winter  food.  The  average  rent  of 
lands  may  be  L.  i,  15  s.  an  acre.  For  the  beff,  L.  1 :  12 :  6 
is  paid.  The  land  is  generally  not  inclofed,  and  the  rent 
is  fuch,  that  the  proprietors  imagine  the  increafe  would  not 
be  a  fufficient  compenfation  for  the  expence  of  inclofing. 

Sitpendj  Churchy  Poor^  Wc— The  value  of  the  living, 
including  the  ^lebe,  and  converting  the  vidnal  at  10  s.  the 
boU  (which  is  rather  a  low  converfion)  is  L.  82.  Tht 
patron  is  Sir  John  Anftruthcr.  When  the  church  was 
built  is  uncertain.  It  certainly  was  not  originally  intend- 
ed for  a  church.  Concerning  it  there  are  two  traditions, 
one  of  which  is,  that  it  was  fome  of  the  cloifiers  of  an 
abbey,  and  the  other,  that  it  was  the  large  barn  or  gra- 
nary where  the  corns  of  the  abbey  were  depofited, 
which  laft  feems  probable.  The  manfe  was  built  about 
tbe  17 ^^9  ^"^  received  reparations  afterwards.  There  are 
M  proprietors,  7  of  thefe '  are  communities,  viz.  3  kirk- 
fifeffions,  a  fea  and  2  trade  focietiesi  10  of  the  heritors  re- 
fide  ih  tht  bUfgh. — ^The  number  of  poor  in  the  parifli  is 
^0{k)moi^y  great.    At  the  two  lad  general  diftribu- 

tionst 
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tionsy  upwards  of  60  received  charity.  The  fooda  for 
their  fupport,  arifing  from  laads  and  weekl j  colieftiona, 
are  from  L.  50  to  L.  60  Sterling  yearly.  The  iailors 
have  a  fond,  confiderably  above  L.  100  a-year,  for  the 
fupport  of  their  own  poor.  They  are  able  to  make  a 
very  decent  provifion  £9r  the  widows,  both  of  {hipmafleis» 
and  of  common  mariners.  This  focie^  obtained  about  6 
years  ago  a  royal  charter.  The  trades  have  Ukewife  a 
fond  for  their  poort  which  I  believe  b  about  L.  ao  a-year. 
There  are  other  two  charitable  focieties,  but  they  are  ftiU 
in  infancy,  and  their  annual  produce  is  inconfiderable,  but 
from  the  nature  of  them  they  muft  grow.  One  of  thefis 
focieties  is  formed  by  the  people  conneded  with  the  col- 
liery .  This  *  feems  to  be  a  moft  laudable  and  humane  in- 
flitution,  as  accidents  often  happen  at  collieries,  and  it 
were  to  be  wiihed  that  it  generally  obtained  at  all  pubUc 
works. 

Pricis  and  Wages^'-^'Dxt  prices  of  provifions  are  nearly 
doubled  within  thefe  30  years.  Beef,  veal,  mutton,  lamb 
and  pork,  are  generally  fold  at  4  d.  the  lb. ;  geefe,  at  a  s. 
$  d. ;  ducks  at  8  d. ;  hens  at  11  d. ;  and  rabbits  at  3  d. ; 
butter  is  generally  8  d.  the  lb.  \  grain  is  generally  a  s.  the 
boll  below  the  Mid  Lothian  fiars.  The  fuel  made  ufe  of 
is  coal,  and  the  price  of  400  weight  is  i  s.  3  d.  carriage  in- 
cluded. The  wages  of  domeftic  female  fervants  are  gene- 
rally L.  a,  10  8.  a-year. 

MifceUaneous  Obfervaiions.'^TYit  people  in  general  are 
ceconomical.  Land  is  often  changing  proprietors,  and  the 
general  price  is  25  years  purchafe.  The  people  do  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  fociety,  and  are  contented  with  their 
^tuation.— The  roads  in  the  pariih  are  very  indifferent, 

Thcj 
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They  are  kept  in  repair  bj  the  ftatate-labour,  which  is 
generally  commuted.  Laft  feflion  of  Parliament  pai!ed  a 
bill  for  turnpike  roads  in  Fife,  and  the  great  road  from  £. 
to  W.  will  pals  along  bj  this  town. — ^Kelp  is  made  here, 
and  the  average  quantity  is  8  tons  yearly. — The  iiland  of 
Mey,  where  a  light  is  regularly  kept,  was  a  part  of  the 
priory,  and  is  in  the  lordihip  of  Pittenweem.— The 
principal  bay  neareft  this  is  Largo  Bay,  and  the  fafefl 
harbour  is  Ely,  2  miles  £uther  up  the  frith  than 
Kttenweem. — One  of  the  fleet  of  the  Spaniih  Armada 
came  to  this  coaft  in  great  diftrefs,  and  put  in  to  the 
harbour  of  Anftruther  Eafter,  where  the  people  were 
hofpiubly  treated. --In  the  year  1779,  Paul  Jones^  with 
bis  little  {quadron,  lay  for  feveral  hours  off  this  harbour, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  fhore.  The  pilot  and  his 
crew  went  off,  believing  they  were  Britiih  fhips,  and 
requefted  fome  powder,  which  was  given.  The  crew  were 
permitted  immediately  to  return,  but  the  pilot  was  detain- 
ed, treated  very  uncivilly,  and  was  not  fet  at  liberty,  un- 
til after  the  engagement  Paul  Jones  had  with  our  fleets- 
There  is  a  limeftone  loch  to  the  weftward  of  the  town, 
which  produces  a  confiderable  quantity  of  lime  annually <— 
The  cove  or  weem  within  the  burgh  is  lituated  half  waj 
between  the  beach  and  an  old  abbey.  It  is  large  and  ca- 
pacious, confiding  of  2  apartments.  At  the  further  end 
of  the  inner  one,  there  is  a  well  of  excellent  water.  At 
the  jundion  of  the  two  apartments,  there  is  a  (lone-ilair, 
which  carried  you  up  a  little  way  to  a  fubterraneous 
paflage,  which  led  to  the  abbey,  where  was  another  flair, 
which  landed  in  the  great  dining  hall  of  the  abbey.  The 
two  ftairs  fiiil  remain ;  but  of  late  years  the  fubterraneous 
paflage  was  deftroyed,  by  the  impending  earth  finking, 
and  cutting  off  the  communication.    The  fubterraneous 

paffagc. 
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ptfl*afe»  I  tbiok,  niight  be  about  50  yard*  in  length* 
— Dr  DouglaSy  the  prefent  Biihop  of  S^lUburj,  vns  born, 
and  received  the  firft  principles  of  his  education  here.  Hb 
father  was  in  the  mercaptile  line. — Pittenweem  was  c<m- 
ftitttted  a  rojal  burgh,  bj  a  charter  from  King  James  V. 
in  X547*  In  tbe  town's  charter-cheft  there  are  noiany  old 
writings,  which  I  cannot  decipher.  The  following  extrad 
from  their  records  I  tranfmit : 

*  Pittenwiem^  decitno-quarto  Fib.  1651. 
'  The  bailies  and  council  being  convened,  and  having  re* 
'  ceived  information  that  his  Majeftj  is  to  be  in  progreis 

*  with  his  court  along  the  coaft  to-morroW|  and  to  ftay  at 
'  Anfiruther  houfe  that  nigbt»  have  thought  it  expedient, 
'  according  to  their  bounden  duty,  with  all  reverence  and 

<  due  refped,  and  with  all  the  folemnity  they  can,  to  wait 
'  upon  his  Majefty,  as  he  comes  through  this  his  MajeQy's 

*  burgh,  and  invite  his  M ajefty  to  eat  and  drink  as  he  paffes; 
'  and  for  that  eSc£l,  hath  ordained,  that  the  morn  after- 
^  noon,  the  town's  colours  be  put  upon  the  bertifene  of  the 
'  fteeple,  and  that  at  three  o'clock  the  bells  begin  to  ring, 

*  and  ring  on  (lill  till  his  Majefty  comes  hither,  and  paiTes 

*  to  Andruther :  And  iicklike,  that  the  minifter  be  fpoken 
'  to,  to  be  with  the  bailies  and  council,  who  are  to  be  in 

*  their  beft  apparel,  and  with  them  a  guard  of  twenty-four 
^  of  the  ableft  men,  with  partizans,  and  other  twenty-four 

*  with  mufquets,  all  in  their  beft  apparel,  William  Suthcr- 

*  land  commanding  as  captain  of  the  guard  \  and  to  wsit 

*  upon  his  Majefty,  and  to  receive  his  Highnels  at  the  Weft 
'  Port,  bringing  his  Majefty  and  court  through .  the  town, 

*  until  they  come  to  Robert  Smith's  yeet,  where  an  ubk 

<  is  to  be  covered  with  my  Lord's  beft  carpet ;  and  that 

*  GeorgB  Hetberwick  have  in  reading  of  fine  flour,  ibme 
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*  gteiit  biinnsy  and  other  wheat-bread  of  the  beft  order^ 
^  baken  with  fugar,  cannell  and  other  fpices  fitting ;  and 

*  that  James  Richaidfon.  and  Walter  Airth  have  care  to 

*  have  ready  eight  or  ten  gallons  of  good  ftrohg  ale,  with 
'  Canary,  iack,  Rheniih  wine,  tent,  white  and  claret  wines^ 

*  that  his  Majefiy  and  his  court  may  eat  and  drink ;  and  that 
'  in  the  mean  time,  when  his  Majefty  is  prefient,  the  guard 
'  do  diligently  attend  about  the  court,  and  fo  foon  as  hia 
'  Majefty  is  to  go  ttway,  that  a  fign  be  made  to  Andrew 

*  Tod,  who  is  appointed  to  attend  the  colonss  on  the  fteeple 

*  head,  to  the  effeA  he  may  give  fign  to  thofe  who  attend 
'  the  cannon  of  his  Majefty's  departure,  and  then  the  haill 

*  thirty-fix  cannons  to  be  all  (hot  at  once«  It  is  alfo  thought 
'  fitting,  that  the  minifter,  and  James  Richardfon  the  oldeft 

*  bailie,  when  his  Majefty  com^  to  the  table,  fliew  the  great 

*  joy  and  fenfe  this  burgh  has  of  his  Majefty's  condefcend«> 

*  eoce  to  vifit  the  fame,  with  ibma  other  caKprcffionfl  of 
'  loyalty*    All  whi^  was  ^d.'  . 
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NUMBXR    LL 

PARISH    OF    DUNSE^ 
(county   of    BERWICK.) 

By  the  Rev.  Dr  ReBxax  Bowmaker* 


Namt^  SiitMm^  Soil  and  Air, 

BErwickshirc  is- nomifiaiijr  divided  into  three  di^As,. 
the  Merfe,  Lammermoer  andLauderdalei  The  Merfe 
is  that  flat  part  of  the  county,  which  is  bounded  by  the  ri» 
ver  Tweed  on  the  S.  and  S.  E.  \  by  part  of  Tiviotdale  and 
Lauderdale  on  the  S»W.  and  W.  and  by  the  Lammermoer 
hills  on  the  N.  W.  and  N.  with  the  town  of  Berwick  at 
the  eaft  point.  It  is  a  plain  of  at  leaft  25  miles  from  £.  to 
W.  and  15  from  N.  to  S.  and  takes  the  name  of  Merfe 
from  being  a  border  county.  At  the  head  of  this  plain, 
and  in  the  very  centre  of  the  county,  fiands  the  town  of 
Dunfe,  encompaiTed  on  the  W.  N.  and  £.  by  the  Lammer- 
moor  hills.  Its  name  is  derived  from  the  old  Celtic  word 
jDirn,  '  a  hill/  its  original  lite  having  been  on  the  top  of  a 
moft  beautiful  little  hill,  which  is  called  Dunfe  Law.  This 
hill  fiands  upon  a  bafe  of  between  2  and  3  miles  in  circum- 
ference,  and  rifes  in  a  gradual  afcent  oh  all  fides,  till  it  ter- 
minates in  a>  plain  of  nearly  30  acres ;  the  whole  hill  may 
contain  about  250  acres.     It  is  630  feet  above  the  level  of 

the 
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the  fea«  Afterwards  the  towa  was  built  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  on  the  S.  where  it  now  ftands.  Dunfe  is  the  preibj- 
tery-feat  of  that  name,  and  belongs  to  the  Synod  of  Merfe 
and  Tiviotdale. — The  parifli  is  an  oblong  fquare  of  8  mil«| 
from  N.  to  S.  and  5  from  £.  to  W.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
N.  by  the  pariih  of  Abbey  St  Bathan's,  on  the  N.  W.  by 
Longfonnachus,  on  the  W.  and  S.  hj  Langtoun,  on  the  &. 
£.  by  Edrom,  and  on  the  £.  and  N.  £•  by  Preflpn  and 
Buakle.  That  part  of  the  pariih  which  runs  up  into  Lam«> 
xnermoor  is  hilly,  and  very  much  covered  with  heath;  and 
thofe  tracks  of  it  which  are  cultivated  are,  in  general,  a 
(harp,  gravelly,  dry  foil,  on  which  the  tenants  grow  very 
good  barley,  oats,  turnip  and  clover.  In  the  fouth  part  of 
it,  the  foil  is  a  rich,  light,  deep  loam,  fome  of  it  a  flrong 
day,  and  very  fertile.— The  air  is  dry  and  healthy.  The 
ague  was  a  very  prevalent  diftemper  about  40  years  ago, 
and  alfo  the  putrid  fever,  which  laft,  in  fome  particular 
years,  cut  oiF  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants ;  but  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  rapid  improvements  in  agriculture,  begun 
at  firft  by  the  gentlemen,  and  followed  up  with  great  fpirit 
by  the  tenants,  the  country  has  been  much  drained,  and  the 
climate  greatly  changed.  The  cleaning  of  the  ftreets  of  the 
town,  and  of  ditches  in  parks  adjoining  to  it  on  the 
fouth,  has  alfo  greatly  contributed  to  the  health  of  the  in* 
habitants.  It  may  be  remarked  alfo,  that  40  years  ago, 
when  the  ague  was  very  prevalent  in  the  Merfe,  it  was  not 
known  in  Lammermoor,  nor  is  yet. 

Dunfe  Spaw^-^Therc  are  no  mineral  fprings  in  the  pa- 
ciih.  But  there  is  one  within  a  very  few  yards  of  the  boun- 
dary, on  the  fouth,  in  the  eflate  of  Mrs  Carr  of  Nifbet,  in 
the  parifh  of  Edrom.  It  is  called  Dunfe  Spaw,  from  its 
vicinity  to  the  town,  being  only  a  mile  diftant.  It  was 
4ifcovered  in  1747,  and  was  very  much  reforted  to  for  fe- 
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Yeral  Tetrs.  Some  jean  ago,  it  was  repaired  at  tlie  e«- 
pence  of  a  gentleman,  who  was  cored  o£  a  fiomaoh  diforder, 
bj  the  Spaw  water.  This  mineral  water  is  nearly  of  die 
fiune  kind  with  that  of  Tmibridge,  the  moft  celebrated 
chalybeate  water  in  England.  Dnnfe  Spaw,  according  to 
the  analyiis  of  it,  pubHibed  by  Pk*ofMror  Home  at  Edin- 
bnrghy  ^^6l^  contains  iron,  fea^falt,  a  marley  earth,  and 
fixed  air,  or  what  is  called  aerial  acid.  Like  moft  other 
chalybeate  waten,  it  does  not  carry  well,  unleft  the  nfnal 
methods  are  praAifed,  in  tranfporcing  the  foreign  chaly- 
beate waters.  Although  the  water  may  be  thus  carried  to 
a  great  diftance,  without  lofing  its  properties  in  a  confider- 
able  degree,  yet  it  muft  unqueftionably  be  drunk  with 
greater  advantage  on  the  fpot.  This  water  is  found  very 
falutary  in  complaints  of  the  fiomach,  weaknels  of  the  in- 
teftines,  diabetes,  and  a  great  variety  of  other  difordets. 
The  beft  months  for  drinking  Dunfe  Spaw,  are  June,  July, 
Auguft,  and  September,  when  the  valitudinarian,  and  per- 
fons  fubjcft  to  chronic  diforders,  may,  by  a  courfe  of  thefe 
waters,  reap  every  advantage  to  be  procured  by  any  cha- 
lybeate water  whatever. 

AV/r.— The  water  of  Wbitadder  abounds  in  trout,  but 
of  no  high  flavour,  nor  rich  in  quality.  There  is  alfo  in 
this  river  a  larger  fort  of  fiih,  called  a  whitling;  it  is  a 
large  fine  trout,  from  x6  inches  to  2  feet  long,  and  well 
grown  \  its  flefli  is  red,  and  high  coloured,  like  {almon,  and 
of  fall  as  fine  a  flavour ',  it  b  a  moft  delicate  fi(h,  and  aflfords 
moft  excellent  fport  to  the  angler.  It  goes  to  the  fea  in  its 
feaf  jn,  and  returns  ftrong,  vigorous,  and  healthy ;  but  if, 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  river  in  a  dry  feafon,  it  is  pre- 
sented from  getting  to  the  fea,  it  becomes  lank,  fmall,  and 
fpiritleis,  and  lofes  its  red  colour  and  flavour.  The  Whit- 
adder  fidls  into  the  Tweed,  about  12  miles  £.  fi'om  Donfe, 
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fiid  3  miles  above  Berwick.  From  the  Tweed,  which  a- 
bounds  in  fine  falmon,  a  great  many  of  thefe  iilh  get  into 
the  Whitadder,  and  in  the  months  of  September  and  Oc- 
tober are  found  30  miles  up  that  river,  paffing  intb  the  fmall 
brooks  among  the  hills  in  Lammermoor,  till  their  backs 
are  not  covered,  and  there  lodge  their  fpawn  among  the 
gravel.  No  part  of  the  Whitadder  is  rented,  and  the  filhes 
are  killed  with  the  rod  or  lifter. 

Population. — ^According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  about 
40  years  ago,  the  numbers  were  2593.  Within  thefe  60 
years  laft  pall,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  of 
Dunfe  has  been  doubled ;  and  though  the  town  has  not  ii| 
that  time  extended  itfelf  much  to  any  of  its  wings,  yet  ma- 
ny empty  fpaces  have  been  built  upon,  and  many  old  houfes, 
which  contained  only  x  or  2  families,  have  been  rebuilt  up- 
on  larger  plans,  and  now  contain  from  4  to  8,  and  fome  of 
them  10  families.  There  are  fcarce  any  veftiges  of  0I4 
houfes.  Many  new  ones  have  been  built  of  late  years,  and 
feveral  are  now  building.  By  a  very  exaft  lift,  taken  3 
years  ago,  the  number  of  fouk  in  the  town  was  2324 ;  ia 
the  country  part  of  the  pariih,  looo.     In  all,  3324. 

AbJlraS  of  Baptifmsj  Marriages^  and  Burials^  for  ten  years. 


Tears. 

Baftifms. 

Marriages. 

Deatbj 

1780 

93 

63 

6t 

1781 

84 

59 

85 

178a 

58 

4a 

95 

»783 

114 

47 

59 

1784 

97 

39 

70 

X785 

89 

44 

30 

Z786 

9» 

53 

61 

1787 

86 

3a 

64 

3788 

95 

39 

43 

?789 

98 

37 

5« 
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In  the  lySiy  the  fmall-poz  regidg,  aeconnts  for  the  nnmber 
of  deaths  that  year.  In  Z733>  there  were  X30  children, 
who  died  of  the  fmall-pox  in  the  fpace  of  3  months.  In 
1783,  one  man  died  at  the  age  of  99,  whofe  bapti£si  is  re- 
corded in  the  regiller  now  before  me,  in  1684.  Another, 
%  pauper,  died  this  jear,  aged  93.  There  are  now  living 
iu  the  town  X2  perfons,  between  80  and  90.  One  90,  who 
fupports  his  family  by  his  own  labour,  and  enjoys  as  good 
health,  and  has  as  fine  a  flow  of  fpirits  as  any  perfon  at  the 
age  of  25.  Another,  in  my  own  family,  (my  fiither),  who 
was  bom  the  4th  of  July  1694,  and  is  at  prefent  (April 
1 791)  in  perfed  health,  and  going  about.  There  is  x  phy- 
fician,  3  furgeons,  and  8  gentlemen  of  the  law  in  the  town. 
There  is  an  Antiburgher,  a  Burgher,  and  a  Relief  minifter, 
whofe  congregations  are  made  up  of  a  mixed  multitude 
from  all  quarters.  Three  weekly  carriers  to  Edinburgh, 
X  to  Kelfo,  I  to  Dunbar,  x  to  Eyemouth,  2  to  Berwick, 
twice  a  week. 

AgricuUun^  bfr.— There  are  14  tenanb  in  the  paxifli, 
who  rent  from  L.  100  to  L.  300  a-year ;  and  about  the  fame 
number,  who  rent  from  L.  30  to  L.  xoo.  The  parifli  is  in 
general  incloCed.  The  bondages  to  which  the  tenants  were 
formerly  fubjefted  are  now  entirely  done  away ;  there  is 
nothing  but  rent  to  be  paid.  Wheat,  barley,  and  oats,  are 
the  principal  crops  of  grain ;  tnrnips  are  raifed  in  great 
quantities,  and  turn  to  good  account,  in  feeding  fiieep  and 
black  cattle,  and  let  from  L. 4,  4s.  to  L.  5,  5s.  an  acre; 
and  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Dunfe,  are  let  firom 
L.  5,  5  s.  to  L.  7,  7  s.  and  are  ufed  in  the  town  chiefly  for 
milch  cows.  Cabbages  are  alfo  planted  in  confideraUe 
quantities,  and  are  more  fuitable  for  cows  than  turnips  are, 
as  they  do  not  fcour  the  cattle  fo  much  \  and  if  the  fpoiled 
leaves  of  the  cabbages  are  taken  ofi*,  the  milk,  cream,  and 
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batter  will  be  as  good  as  from  grafs ;  befides,  the  fpoiled 
leaves  xnaj  be  given  to  young  cattle,  and  nothing  is  loft. 
Potatoes  too  are  raifed  in  great  quantities,  and  the  land  for 
them  is  let  from  L.  4  to  L.  6  an  acre  ;  the  proprietor  or  te- 
nant onlj  ploughs  it,  and  the  renter  cleans  them,  digs  them 
up,  and  carries  them  home.  A  great  deal  of  grafs-feeds 
are  fown  annually,  but  little  flax  is  raifed,  and  no  hemp. 
Very  great  improvements  are  making  in  the  breed  i£ 
iheep  and  black  cattle.  In  the  S.  part  of  the  pariih,  the 
lands  are  let  from  15  s.  to  L.  i  an  acre;  in  the  N.  part, 
which  is  high  ground,  the  land  is  not  let  by  the  acre,  but 
a  cumulus  rent  is  paid  for  the  whole  farm.  Such  has  been 
the  fpirit  of  improvement,  within  thefe  laft  5c  years,  that. 
farms  in  the  'pariih,  which  were  let  at  L.  35  and  L.  40,  pay 
now  L.  210,  and  the  tenants  doing  well.  In  no  county  of 
Great  Britain  is  there  a  more  refpedable  tenantry,  thah 
there  is  at  prefent  in  the  county  of  Berwick ;  many  of 
them  rent  from  L.  500  to  L.  1200  a-year ;  men  well  in- 
formed in  fcience,  and  moft  intelligent  and  induftrious  in 
their  profeffion  *,  and  in  every  iid  or  15  years,  fomeof  them 
are  purchafing property  of  L.  200,  and  even  L.500  a-year; 
on  whidi  they  enjoy,  otium  cum  dignitate^  the  juft  reward 
of  their  attention,  labour,  diligence,  and  good  fenfe  \  and 
all  this  linder  the  great  difadvantages,  of  being  diftant  from 
xo  to  20  miles  from  lime  and  markets,  and  in  a  county 
where  vifiual  is  cheaper  than  in  any  county  in  Scotland. 
There  is  plenty  of  marl,  but  lime,  though  diftant,  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  cheaper  manure.  The  county  of  Berwick  ex- 
ports from  the  ports  of  Berwick  and  Eyemouth,  above 
80,000  bolls  of  visual,  and  fully  the  fame  quantity  is  car- 
ried annually  to  the  weekly  markets  of  Edinburgh,  Dal« 
ketth,  Haddington,  .and  Dunbar.  Land  is  fold  from  L.  30 
to  L.  80  an  acre.  Houfes  are  rented  from  los.  to  L.  20. 
Property  does  not  often  change,  either  in  lands  or  houfes. 

Manufanurts^ 
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ManufaBureii'-^TYktte  are  no  manufiiAiireS  carried  oa 
here  to  any  great  extent ;  an  woollen  mann&Aiire  is  to  be 
fet  on  foot  at  Wltitfundaj  firft,  the  houfes  are  bmlding, 
and  the  fpinning  machines  are  already  brought  from  Eng- 
land. There  is  a  very  fmall  tannery ;  but  it  is  in  contem- 
plation to  hare  one  foon  upon  a  large  fcale  by  a  iobiciip- 
tion,  in  (hares  of  at  leaft  L.  25  the  iharei  by  the  inhabi- 
tants. Hides  to  the  extent  of  L.  490  a-year  have  been 
bought  here  by  commiilioni  and  fent  to  Haddington, 
where  they  are  tanned,  the  expence  of  carriage,  L.  33. 
We  have  here  a  very  large  bleachfield. 

Proprietors^  (^r.^— The  number  of  heritors  is  above  40, 
xa  of  whom  pofleis  property  from  L.  xoo  to  L.  aooo  «- 
year  in  the  pariOi ;  die  reft  are  fmall  portioners,  from  x 
to  30  or  40  acres ;  only  a  few  of  the  principal  heritots 
refide.  Robert  Hay,  £fq;  of  Drumekier  is  proprietor  of 
one  half  of  the  pariih  \  he  refides  at  Dunle  cafile,  a  large 
ftately  venerable  old  building,  £tuated  about  half  a  mik 
above  the  town,  and  commanding  an  extenfive  view^  to 
the  fouth,  as  far  as  the  Cheviot  hills.  It  is  furrounded 
with  riling  grounds  on  the  weft  and  north,  and  the  beau- 
tiful hill  of  Dunfe  Law  on  the  north  eaft.  On  the  ncmh 
and  weft  too,  are  fevera]  hundred  acres  of  thriving  plant- 
ing, much  of  it  very  old.  In  the  bofom  of  this  planta- 
tion is  a  fine  bafon  of  water  called  the  hen-pond ;  it  is  a- 
bove  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  in  fummer  vail  nom- 
bers  of  wild  ducks  refort  to  it. 

Stipend^  School  and  Poor.^The  ftipend  is  66  boUs  t  fir- 
lot  barley,  66  bolk  x  firlot  oats,  64  bolls  meal,  and  L.  40 
in  money,  with  ^i\  acres  glebe.  Mr  Hay  of  Drumelzicr 
is  patron.  A  mofl  complete  and  excellent  manfe  w^s 
built  in  X783.    A  new  church  is  now  building  on  a  large 
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fede,  .add  .moft -elegant:  plan.— -The  fchool  of  Dunfis  haa 
long  been  in  very  great  repute.  The  number  of  fcholars 
is  from  90  to  ico,  60  or  70  of  whom  are  learning  the 
languagtSy  the  others  are  learning  writing,  arithmetic* 
mathematics^  &c.  .The  fee?  for  the  languages  are  5  s.  thp 
quarter ;  3  s..  6  d.  for  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  2  s.  6  d. 
for  Engliih ;  book-keeping,  and  the  higher  parts  of  ma« 
tbematics  and,  navigation,  are  uught  hj  the  piece  at  a 
certain  agreed  fum*:  The  falary  is  L.  12,  and  a  houfe  \yeU 
calcolated  for  accommodating  boarders.  The  board  is  on- 
ly L.  16  a-year.  Thete  is  alfo  a  female  boarding  fchopl, 
where  every  branch  of  female  education  can  be  got  on 
the  following  terms :  Reading  and  plain  white  fieam  to- 
gether, at  5  8.  the  quarter ;  tambour  and  coloured  work» 
and  embroidery  at  7  s.  6  d.  *,  muiic  at  xo  s.  6  d.  the  month, 
or  L.  5,  58.  a-year;  writing  5s.  and  dancing  6  8.  the 
month ;  board  L.  x6  a-year.  The  prefent  dire6farix  has 
a  falary  of  L.  z8  from  the  heritors,  and  other  inhabitants, 
for  a  certain  number  of  years.-^The  number  of  poor  i^p- 
on  the  roll  is  at  prefent  90,  the  annual  amount  of  the  con- 
tribudons  for  their  relief  is  L*  230.  There  are  no  lega- 
cies, nor  mortified  money.  The  funds  for-  their  &ipport 
aiiie,  ift«  from  an  alTeflment  upon  the  lands,  according  to 
the  valued  rent,  the  one  half  paid  by  the  landlords,  and 
the  other  by  the  tenants*,  at  prefent  it  is  x 2  month  cefii 
upon  the  lands,  adly.  The  feveral  incorporations  pay 
quarterly  into  the  fund,  L.  3  :  9  :  6  Sterling,  3dly,  The 
unincorporated,  viz.  the  furgeons^  lawyers,  merchants,  pu- 
blicans, &c.  are  aflefled  annually  by  themfelves ;  that  af- 
leflment  at  prefent  is  L*  3,  X9  s.  the  quarter.  Xlie  fei&<^ 
alfo  pay  a  proportion  of  their  coUeftions  weekly  into  the 
general  fund.  Thefe  fcvei;al  funds  are  colleded  by  an  ovc^- 
leer  of  the  poor,  appointed  by  the  heritors.  When  at 
any  time  the  fund  is  unequal  to  t^  expenditure^  ^ameet- 
VoL.  IV.  3  C  ing 
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lag  of  die  heritors  is  called,  and  an  addilionyl  afleffiiieBt 
b  laid  on,  (but  only  upon  the  heritoca  and  tenants),  pro- 
portioned to  the  demand.  Every  pauper  who  cotnes  upon 
the  roll  muft  give  in  an  aiHgnatioo  toall  the.effeds  be* 
longing  to  them.  The  poor  too  are  buried  at  the  cxpenat 
of  the  fimd,  amounting  to  178.  each,  if  adults. 

Pricn^  Wages,  Wr.— About  50  years  ago,  the  prices  of 
j^rovifions  were  greatly  below  what  they  are  at  this  timei^ 
butcher  meat  was  not  then  fold  by  weight,  hot  whca 
weighed  after  having  been  bought,  was  found  not  to 
exceed  l^d.  the  lb.  Dutch  weight  for  beef,  muttoo,  and 
pork  ;  lamb  was  bought  at  6  d.  and  7  d*  the  quarter.  At 
prefent  beef  and  mutton  are  4d.pork3fd.  veal  firom 
3  d.  to  5  d.  and  lamb,  even  in  July/  is  never  bdow  3  d. 
the  Ib.s  at  prefent  (the  beginning  of  April)  it  is  is.  tfae- 
lb«  'Wheat  is  from  L.  i,  5-6%  to  L.  x,  lasJ  j  barley  from 
ta  s.  to  16$.  and  oats  from  106.  to  14  s.  the  boll  upon  aa 
average;  but  the  Berwickihire  b<41  ts  ^' 34th  part,  or  i  pedc 
in  the  boU,  larger  than  the  Linlithgow  meafure  ufed  in 
tjie  Lodiians.  The  farmers  fervants  who  have  famifies, 
and  engage  by  the  year,  are  called  hinds,'  and  receive  10 
bolls  oats,  2  bolls  barley,  and  x  boll  peas,  which  two  laft 
articles  are  called  hummel  com,  a  cow  grazed  in  ^e 
furamer,  and  ftraw  through  the  winter,  ^boU  potatoes 
planted,  fome  lintfeed  fown,  with  fotoe  other  &i4ll  con- 
^derations,  the  whole  amounting  to  about  L.  13.  A  fin^ 
gle  man  fervant  receives  from  L.  6  to  Lm  8  a-y^,  tvitb 
viduals,  but  few  fingle  fervants  are  now  employed..  La* 
bourers,  by  the  day,  are  paid  x  s*  in  fummer,  and  9  d.  "axiid 
10  d.  in  the  winter  quarter ;  in  hay-time,  i  s.  6  d«  vritk- 
out  viduals,  except  a  bottle  of  ale  at  noon,  and  anoliier 
in  the  afternoon,  with  ;^  4.- worth  of  bread  to  each.  In 
harveft,  the  wages  of  a  man  are  from  is,  to  i  s»  6  d.  ^tit: 
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v^ua)s9  thofe  of  a  woman,  xo  d.  and  x  s*.  The  wages  of 
a  mafon  are  from  i  s.  4 d.  to  as.  the  daj,  a  carpenter 
from  I  s.  to  X  8.  8  d.  The  wages  received  bj  the  different 
claiTes  are  fully  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  their  faniilies ; 
and  fuch  as.are^fober,  and  hare  been  fortunate  in  getting 
iodoftrioos  wives,  fometimes  (ave  confiderablj.  When 
ai^y  fall  into  want  from  bad  health  or  mi3fortune,  tbej 
receive  an  interim  aliment  from  the  poor's  funds  ^  they 
are  often  relieved  and  fupported  bj  the  voluntary  con* 
tributioas  of  the  inhabitants  at  large.  Upon  the  diflreis  of 
any  family,  two  of  their  neighbours,  by  going  through- 
the  town  with  a  fubfcription  paper,  will,  in  a  few  hours, 
colled  feyeral  pounds.  Women  fervants  have  from  L.  3 
to  I4.  4  a-year.  This  being  a  border  county,  is  the  caai# 
of  the  high  wages  of  the  labourers,  &c. 

jileJkau/is, — ^There  are  no  fewer  than  27  ale-houfes  in 
the  town  of  Dunfe,  many  of  which  are  kept  by  low  people^ 
who  do  not  depend  upon  their  retail  altogether,  but  who 
c^rry  on,  at  the  fame  time,  fome  other  profefTioa,  or  ra« 
cbcr  from  a  fpirit  of  indolence,  they  keep  an  ale-houfe,  to 
help  the  emoluments  of  the  profeffion  they  followed^ 
which  profeilion,  in  confequence  of  the  habit  of  idlenela 
imd  drunkennefs  which  they  have  contra6led,  is  foon  in  a 
great  meafure  laid  afide,  and  the  family  reduced  to  beg* 
gary.  It  is,  in  confequence  of  people  of  this  defcription 
keeping  ale-boufes,  that  others  of  the  fame  ilation  are  in« 
doced,  from  old  acquaintance  with  them,  to  frequent  their 
bonfes,  and  which  frequently  grows  into  fuch  a  habit,  as 
greatly  to  hurt  the  circumftances,  and  difturb  the  peace  of 
their  families,  fiefides,  'tis  in  houfes  of  this  fort,  that  the 
profligate  of  both  fexes  find  lodging,  where  they  get  in- 
toxicated, and  from  whence  they  fally  forth,  in  the  dark 
koors  of  the  ntght,'to  commit  depredations-  mxtht  inno^ 
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cent,  virtooos  and  Anfufpeding  members  of  the  communiv 
ty.  'Tis  in  tbefe  houfes  tlfo  that  they  depofit  the  fruits 
of  their  depredations^  and  are  fumiihed  with  means  of  fb* 
tore  intoxication.  It  is  a  kudable  prafiice  (anthorifed  bjr 
law)  which  feveral  counties  have  of  late  adopted,  not  to 
allow  anj  perfon  to  take  out  a  licence  to  keep  an  ale- 
bottfe,  without  that  perfon  ihall  prodace*  from  the  mini* 
fler,  a  certificate  of  his  moral  charaAer.  At  the  &iiic 
time,  we  have  publicans  here,  in  high  repute,  who  have 
tbebeft  accommodations,  and  where  as  good  entertain- 
ment  can  be  got  as  in  any  place  in  Gkeat  Britain. 

Po/f-o^#-— -Formerly  the  Dunfe  bag  came  bj  Old- 
oambus  to  Dunfe/ afterwards  the  ofBce  was  removed  from 
Oldcambus  to  the  Prefs,  and,  of  late  years,  has  been  re- 
moved to  Berwick,  by  which  circuitous  conveyance,  our 
Edinburgh  letters  are  charged  4  d.  inftead  of  3  d.  in  can<- 
iSequence  of  the  diftance  ro^nd  by  Berwick,  being  more 
4ian  50  miles.  But  though  the  bag  for  the  convenience 
of  the  poft-office  b  now  fent  on  to  Berwick^  and  the  di* 
fiance  by  that  means  increafed,  there  is  no  reafon  that  we 
fliould  pay  more  for  our  letters  now,  than  we  would  have 
done,  had  they  continued  to  be  fent  from  die  Prels.  Be- 
fides,  the  letters  to  Kelfo  go  alfo  by  Berwick,  which  is 
farther  from  Berwick  than  Dunfe  ;  the  inhabitants  of  that 
town,  upon  an  application  to  the  General  Poft-office  at  £* 
dinburgh,  got  a  dedudion  of  a  fourth  upon  their  Edin- 
burgh letters,  but  the  memorial  from  the  town  of  Dunfe 
upon  the  fame  fubje^l  was  treated  with  fullen  filenoe. 
The  letters  alfo  have  been  accuftomed  to  be  delivered* 
time  immemorial,  to  the  inhabitants  to  whom  they  were 
^ddreiTed,  at  their  houfes ;  but  of  late  years  the  man  who. 
)iolds  the  office  here,  has  made  a  demand  of  ^d.  more 
^an  the  poftage,  for  the  letters  delivered  by  him.    We 
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liave  prefented  a  memorial  upon  this  alfo,  to  the  Poll- 
tnaOer  General  at  Edinborghy  in  which  we  ihewed  how 
the  law  ftoody  and  the  feveral  inftances  in  which  it  had 
been  decided  in  the  Coorta  of  England  againft  the  poft- 
mafters,  but  no  redrefs  has  been  obtained.  We  have  at 
laft  fent  a  copy  of  the  fame  memorial  to  the  Poft-mafter 
General  at  Londmi,  with  the  difierent  cafes  referred  to ; 
and  the  only  anfwer  which  we  have  got,  which  was  in  the 
middle  of  March,  was,  that  the  memorial  was  mider  con- 
fideratioQ :  As  that  is  likely  to  be  aU  the  anfwer  which 
we  are  to  get,  we  have  refolved  to  demand  that  juftioe 
from  the  laws  of  the  land,  which  our  fellow  fubjeds  have 
reoeived,  and  which  theie  ofl|oes  have  refiifed  us« 

HWi. — Cockbum  Law  rifes  from  a  bafe  of  at  lead  6 
miles  in  circumference  to  a  conical  top,  which,  on  the 
north  and  fouth  fides,  is  a  mile  from  the  bafe,  and  is  fur- 
rounded  by  the  river  Whitadder  on  3  fides.  On  the 
north  fide,  and  a  little  below  the  middle  of  the  hill,  are 
the  ruins  of  a  very  old  building,  by  fome  called  Wooden's 
hall,  'but  commonly  called  Edin's  or  Edwin's  hall.  It 
confiflsof  3  concentric  circles,  the  diameter  of  the  inner- 
moft  40  fret,  the  thickneis  of  the  wall  7  feet,  the  fpaoe 
between  the  innermoft  and  the  fecond  wall  7  feet,  be- 
tween that  and  the  third  or  outer  wall  10  feet ;  the  fpaces 
between  thefe  walls  have  been  arched  over,  and  divided 
into  ceUs  of  X2,  16  and  20  feet  long ;  they  feem  to  have 
been  of  confiderable  height,  but  as  all  the  roofs  have  long 
fince  fidlen  in,  the  height  cannot  be  precifely  afcertained. 
The  fpace  within  the  inner  circle  feems  never  to  have 
had  any  roof,  as  there  are  no  fragments  nor  ruins  there. 
The  building  is  not  cemented  with  any  fort  of  mortar ; 
tile  fiones,  which  are  whin,  and  many  of  them  very  large, 
all  grooved  into  ona  another,  that  is,  the  concavity  of 
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thtt  cMurreoeiviJ^g  Ihe-cwvfputjr  oC  Abo  pjkher,  Iblhftt  diej 
f^ lopKe4  together.  «&4  yot^  t^ief^  locks  are  different: 
It  is.fHppf])(ed  ;to  have  b^ena  PidUh  biMldi^,  and  after* 
i^ardaiifed  as  a  x^iU^ary  .fiMioo*  Wba|  the  <irig^Qa}  name 
^os,  wei^^e  ao  tradition  of  i  but  in  after  times,  it  hat 
gone  by  thename  ,of  Kdia  ^r-fidwia'a^  ttallriroin  a  Frince 
.of  that  oafne»  .who  was  KJufg  of  Notthnmberland,  and 
whole  domiqions  extended  as  far  north  at  the  frith  c£ 
Forth.  JRrom  thtA  Ponoe  th^  eicj  of  JEU^inbu^^gh  took  its 
name.  ^  It  would  s^peac  that  £dvf in  had  tak^a  poSeflbn 
^f,  this  IfacoDg-  poft,  for  a  nailitaty  ftation,  for  ai|  armj  of 
4>bfervatip0|.  as.  the  iDave^  were  frequently  invading  3co(t- 
land,  both  bj  fea  and  .land^  There  are  fevcral  of  tbefe 
military  Rations  in  this  neighbourhoody  both  to  the  eaft 
and  weft  of  Cockbum  Law.  This  hiU*  being  900  ficet  a- 
bove  the  level  of  the  .iea,  is  a  fine  land*mark  for  mariners 
on  the  German  Ocean,  and  is  foen  at  a  g)ceat  diftance  from 
that  fieat  confequently  any  fleet  fit>m  the  north  would  be 
eafilv  and  readily  defcried  from  that  fiation. 

•  Ltarmd  Men  -—The  celebrated  meiapbyfictan  and  theo- 
4ogift9  Joha  Duns  Scotus,  was  bom  in  Dunfe  in  1274. 
•Camden»  in  his  firitannia,  and  the  authors  of  the  Biogta- 
phia  Britannica  contend  that  he  was  bom  at  Dunllone  in 
Northumberland,  but  bring  no  argnment*  but  their  bare 
jaflertion.to  fupport  it.  Nothing  is  more  certain^  than  that 
•the  family,  of  which  this  extraordinary  "man  was  a  branch, 
were  heritors  of  the  parifli  of  Dunfe,  and  continued  to  be 
proprietors  of  that  eftate-  which  now  belongs  to  Mr  Cbri- 
ftie*!  tiU  after  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  called 
irook  them  I  in  all  ancient 'writings  Dnns's  hdf  ofGmel- 
dykcs.  The&  lands  are  adjoining  to  the.  town  of  Dunfe. 
The*  &ther  of  John  Duns  Scotus  had  been  a  yonnger 
brgthernf  the  family  of  Gsiieldykes^  JoAjodEi^  ia  the 
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is  ftiU  well  known,,  and  lifsibeeiii:in,.a&».  gBneradra  after 
gonerationi  to  be  pointed  out  to-jcberjpimg.^opk  bj  their 
parentis  ^as  ihe  birth  place  of  ioL  gceat'iaod.  kanied  a 

Mtfed&mmu  Oi^rtMsr£w.<^^  Jani78a*3*,  when  vi£hial 
was  at  a  very  liigh  price,  the  beritbi3,.'AR<i.odierinhkibitaaO 
in  good  icircumiiances,  contri)>atedTery<  largely  for  the  fupi 
port  of  the  poor  ^atnd  indigene,  and  fold  at  leaft  20  bolls 
weekly,  from  the  3d  of  December  1782,  to  th<^  itiiddleof 
Angi^  1783V  'at  one-third  bcAoW  the  market-price.  The 
inhabitants. are  hnmatie and  glenerous  to  all  real  objcdfcr 
They  arr-alfo  indnfttidu^  and  (Boonomical,  and  conieii^Biflfd 
with  tfaeiriituatioil  and  cifiaumfiahcie&«*-*There  is-apnUk 
library  in  Sunfe,  ^hich  was  ietftabliAied  in  1768,  confifiing 
of  about  60  'ihare6| '  at  L.  a  a  fliare,  \uid  6  s.  a-year^  th^ 
'  bares  are  tnttiaferaUe,  like  any  4[>th<r  property.-  From  ^ 
original  L*  a  for  each  (hare,  and,  the  6  s«  alfo  advancdd  Uk 
the  year's  readihgi  we  were  enabled  to bny  at-on^^- nett: 
L.  150  wonh  of  books,  and  from  L.  12  Co  L.  15  has  been 
expended  annually  upon  books  ever  fince  that  period.^'— 
There  are  3  great  &irs  in  I>onfe«  At  thefe  is  a  very  grekt 
ihew  of  fine  cattle 'wd  hor(es.:.  Atleafi  L.  20,«odSterlii)g 
is  received 'for  cattle  at  thefe  fairs,  which  are  chiefly  pur- 
chafed  by  Englifli  dealers.  Thnrd  is  alfo  *a  'go^  deal  ^ 
Ikeep.— The  roads  were  origin'dlyrihade  and  kept  up  by 
^  ftatut^-Iabour,  except  the  two  great  roadS' from  £din- 
burgb.  to  London,  the  one  by  Ordenlaw  and  CoIiKfareamy 
the  other  by  the  Preisand  Bitfi?wick|  which  were  ilnade  by 
&ms  borrowed  by  the  gentlemen  of 'the  county  upon  the 
turnpikes.  The  ftatnte-labour  is  now  commuted*  at  7Si  6d. 
each  horfe,  and  38.  on  hoofeboldt^s*  The  queftion  re- 
fpeftmg  turnpikes  on  the  great  roads  to  coal  and  lime,  and 
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the  two  ports  of  Berwick  end  Eyemoiitb,  is  tew  agkado; 
among  tbe  proprietors,  bat  not  yet  lettled^-^Theie  was  a 
ooofideraUe  commoa  in  tiie  enTiroos  of  Onnie,  coofiftiog 
of  feveral  hundred  acres,  a  few  years  ago,  that  has  been 
divided ;  by  which  a  large  piece  of  land,  which  had  been 
for  ages  paft  an  eye-fore  to  every  traveller,  and  of  no  value 
to  any,  is  now  an  omamcht  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  pro- 
fitable to  many.— We  have  abundance. of  freefione  quar<* 
ries  in  the  parifli,  and  alfo  in  the  neighbourhood,  die  rock 
lying  firom  3  feet  to  10  below  the  fur&ce.  There  is  alfb 
an  inexhauftible  fund  of  whinftoae  within  a  mile  of  the 
town,  all  above  ground,  lying  in  immenfe  large  flabs,  one 
upon  another,  and  may  be  broken  into  the  ihape  of  flags, 
with  the  leaft  trouble,  and  of  any  fixe.  We  are  15  miles 
diftant  from  coal,  and  bring  them  all  firom  Noithnmber- 
land,  as  alfo  oiur  lime.^— On  the  i8th  September  1790,  was 
found,  3  miles  S.  £•  from  Dunfe,  a  bird  very  rare  in  Scot* 
land.  It  was  killed  by  a  cat,  and  difcovered  to  be  the  bird 
called  Hoopoe  by  the  Engliih,  Wedhop  by  the  Germany 
the  Upup^  of  the  ancients,  defcribed  by  Pliny,  Ariftotle, 
Paufanias,  ^lian,  &c  The  bird  ii  common  .in  Germany, 
and  fometimes  even  in  England.  A  few  days  after,  ano- 
ther Upopa,  of  a  greener  colour,  was  feen  flying  about  the 
garden  at  Kimmergham,  but  foon  difappeared.— There  is 
a  very  remarkable  wall  in  the  pariih,  inclofing  near  100 
acres  of  ground,  called  Borthwick  Park,  belonging  to  the 
fiunily  of  Langton ;  it  is  of  moorftone,  without  any  fort  dT 
mortar,  and  never  had  any  covering,  either  of  fod  or  any 
thing  eUe }  it  has  flood  179  years,  and  never  was  known 
to  need  any  repair  till  within  thefe  4  years  \  and  though 
it  is  but  low,  yet,  in  ooniequence  of  the  unevenneis  of  ics 
texture,  and  the  ruggedneft  of  its  top,  neither  horfies  nor 
cattle  ever  ventured  to  leap  it. 

NUM. 


^  Alvab*  393 

NUMBEft    Lit. 

i'ARISHdf    ALVAH»       / 
(county   of   BANFF,) 

Jfytie  ibv.  Mr  GsoftOE  SakostXr* 

—  -  --       •   ,. •      ^ ^^^ 

TEiE  piffHk  o^  Alvah  is  fittiated  in  the  prtfbjttrj  of 
Turrifiy  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen;  Its  form  is  irre- 
gular; extending  in  length  about  6  Engliih  miles,  and  at 
its  greateft  breaddi  to  liearly  the  ikme  diftancei  bat  in  o« 
ther  places  to  only  3  or  ii  On  the  N.  and  N.  W.  it  is 
faonoded  by  the  pariib  of  Banff}  on  the  S.  W.  by  Mar. 
nodi;  on  the  S.  by  Forglen;  on  theS*£.  by  Turriff » 
and  on  the  E.  and  N.  £.  by  Sing  Edward  and  Gamery« 
The  river  Dovetn  enters  this  parilh  about  a  mile  below 
Forglen,  the  feat  of  Lord  Banff,  and  after  many  beautiful 
windings  throngh  a  very  fertile, vailey,  leaves  it  about  a 
snilea  from  the  fta*  It  abounds  with  lalmon,  trout,  and 
eel,  and  is  frequented  by  wild  dueks,  widgeons,  teab,  he* 
TQOMf  &c.  On  the  £.  bank  lie  the  eftates  of  Dunlugas 
nad-Insiobney,  fieparated  by  the  intervention  of  a  part  of 
the  parilh  of  King  Edward ;  and  on  the  W.  the  lands  of 
MoQstblairity  A»chinbadie»  Sandlaw,  and  a  fioiall  part  of 
Vol.  IV.  3D  the 
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the  baronj  of  Alvah.  Aboat  half  a  mile  below  die  church, 
the  rirer  is  contraded  by  %  fteep  and  ragged  precifncest 
which  are  commonlj  denominated  the  CraigB  of  Alvah, 
where  it  meafures  about  50  feet  in  depth.  The  iceaerT^ 
which  is  natundljr  bold  and  pidurefqut,  has  been  greatly 
embellilhed  hj  its  noble  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Fife,  by 
thriving  plantations,  and  a  magnificent  arch,  which  nnitf* 
both  fides  of  the  river,  and  forms  an  eafy  communicatioo 
between  the  oppofite  parts  of  his  Lordihip's  extenfive  park. 
The  fruitfiJ  haughs  along  tkfe  banks  of  the  river  nre  iub- 
]t&.  to  frequent  inundations,  which,  in  fummer  and  harvefl, 
make  dreadful  depredation?  among  the  corns.  Thb  in- 
convenience is  more  efpeciaUj  felt  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  rocks  of  Alvah,  which,  during  a  flood,  check  the  rapi- 
dity of  the  ftream,  and  make  the  water  flow  backward  for 
nearly  a  miles,  and  fpread  more  than  a  quarter  ef  a^mik 
ovef  the  adjacent  fields*  Aa  we  cectde  from  the  ri^ner  to- 
ward the  W.  the  country  becomes  more  hilly  and  barren. 
Of  thefe  eminences,  one  of  the  moft  confpicaooa  la  the  Hill 
of  Alvah,  which  rifes  from  the  bed  dE  the  river  to  a  ver^ 
jpeat  height,  and  fervei-tfs  a  coaamotr  landmark  to  maii* 
ners,  on  their  approach  to  the  coaft.  The  majeftic  appear^ 
ance  of  this  mountain,  which  is  fomewhat  increafed  by  t^ 
view  of  the  chnrch,  manfey  fthool;  and  a  fann«fli(Bad  on  aa 
£.  brow,  is  thus  defcribed  bj^4n  indigenous  poet; 

Erigit  ad  nubes  hie  fe  mons  Alvius-  ingens,  ' 

Oftentatque  procul  conrpicienda  juga. 

Hie  quoque  Templa  Defim  furgunt  in  monte  locata 

Sublimi  \  furgit  Pierid'umque  domus. 

jlgriculturt^  XSc.^ — The  air  of  thii  parifli  is  Ibgea^rai 
dry  and  healthy.  Its  foil,  alohg  both  fidfcs  of  the'riveir,  is 
very  fertile ;  deep  on  the  haughs,  and  mtoe  ihtdlow  on  tbo 
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dediviliefl.  Nor  are  there  wanting  fruitful  fields  cm  the  up« 
per  grounds,  interfperied  amoogft  the  rough  pafiures  and. 
heathy  which  ftill  occupj  a  very  confiderable  part.  Th^ 
orops  which  are  commonly  cultivated  are  oats,  barley,  and 
peas ;  and  on  fome  of  the  richer  ai|d  more  Ibeltered  fpots> 
wheat  has  been  tried  with  fiicceis.  Turnip,  for  20  years 
paft,  has  been  fown  in  the  fields ;  and  dover  and  rye-grais 
have  become  a  conitant  part  of  the  rotation.  Feeding  for 
&e  butcher  is  carried  on  by  a  fcM^;  but  rearing  young 
«attle  has  of  late  years  been  found  «  more  lucrative  branchy 
and  by  coniequence  more  generally  praftifed.  As  farms 
are  not  commonly  let  by  the  acre,  it  cannot  be  fiud  with 
aocnracy  what  value  is  put  upon  each.  The  'heft  arable 
ground  may  rent  about  L.  1,  or  perhaps  fomewhat  higher  \ 
a  fiill  greater  quantity  about!  5  s.  and  much  more  about 
12  s*  or  10  8.  and  even  bdow  diat  value.  There  are  only 
%  few  fiums  inclofed,  nor  does  that  mode  of  melioration 
lieep  pace  with  the  othev  fpecies  of  improvement.  Hedges 
do  not  thrive,  nnkis  in  places  which  are  ibeltered,  as  well 
as  fertile.  Feal  or  earthen  fences  have  been  found  of  (hort 
duration,  and  flone  fences  are  expenfive*  But,  though  in- 
clofnres  are  not  £b  fre<[ttent  as  might  be  wilhed,  the  praAicc 
of  herding  in  winter  is  general;  fo  that  the  turnip  and 
fcwB  grafles  fofiain  little  detriment  from  draggling  cattle. 
Several  of  the  farms  are  already  brought  to  a  very  high 
degree  of  cultivation,  and  others  are  advancing  by  graduid 
progrefe  to  a  like  fiate  of  improvement.  .  About  the  year 
1747,  the  minifter  began  to  bring  home  his  peats  in  carts, 
valued  eacA  at  4  s. .  6  d.  Before  that  period  the  fuel  wa$ 
carried  in  creeb,  and  the  corns  in  curracks ;  two  imple- 
ments of  hufbandry  which,  in  thb  corner,  are  entirely  dif- 
iified.  The  ftraw  brediem  is  now  fuppknted  by  the  leather 
collar,  the  vaihen  theets  I>y  the  iron  traoes ;  and  more  is 
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BOW  expended  on  a  fingle  cart,  than  would  then  have  poN 
chafed  both  cart  and  horfe.  The  fize  of  fBirins  is  incrca* 
fing,  and  of  confequence  their  number  diminifhes.  We 
account  one  of  firom  L.  30  to  L.  50  rent,  a  middle  fixed 
fum.  There  are  a  few  above  that  rent,  but  man j  moit 
below  it. — ^This  pariih,  unlets  in  very  bad  years,  proAices 
much  more  grain  than  is  noceflary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  io 
inhabitants.  Befides  the  fiirm-viAoal,  which  amonnts  to  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  the  rent,  there  are  large  quanti- 
ties, both  of  meal  and  barley,  annually  fold  by  the  fiomco 
for  the  fupply  of  the  neighbouring  town  of  Banfl^  and  £or 
exportation.  In  1781  the  crop  was  fo  defefiive,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  computation  of  infpefiors,  there  was  not 
grain  within  the  pariih  fuffident  to  fupply  it  beyond  the 
month  of  April.  By  the  attention  and  generofity  of  the 
heritors,  and  the  bounty  of  Government,  with  L.  40  from 
the  funds  of  the  pariih,  the  poorer  fort  were  iupplied.  The 
moil  curious  hiSt  relating  to  that  alarming  period  was,  that 
the  oats  on  the  earlier  grounds,  which  ripened,  were  pfaimp, 
and  were  found  on  trial  to  yield  abundance  of  eiccelleat 
meal,  did  not  vegetate  when  fown  next  year ;  v^&eveas  die 
oats  on  late  grounds,  which  were  green,  and  nttther  filled 
nor  ripened,  fprang  up  with  vigour.  As  this  was  not  fioiuid 
out  till  too  late,  it  proved  of  the  greatcft  detriment  to  the 
fucceeding  crop.  The  feed,  which  had  been  bought  up  at 
an  enormous  expence,  miigave ;  what  might  have  greatly 
contributed  to  the  fupport  of  families,  was  unprofitakly 
caft  into  the  ground  ;  and  what  might  have  been  profitably 
fown,  was  fent  to  the  mill,  where  it  made  but  a  fcasty 
return. 

Po^dSdffOjf.— The    numbers   returned    to  Dr  WeUler 
were  zi6i.    Aa  there  are  no  pariiBb  regiflers  previous  to 

th^ 
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tke  jrear  ^20,  tbe  ancient  fiate  of  its  popokdoo  cannot  bt 
afbertained*  From  the  records  fince  tliat  periodf  it  ihoald 
feem  that  populattoa  is  upon  the  decline. 

Births^  Marriages  and  Buriafs^  for  three  different  periods f 

C  Births,  9x4.    Aver.  30^ 

^jearsiiicceedingzftjan.  z720.sMar.      3a.     4^ 

C  Bor.(noregifl.) 

C  Births,  137.      — --  19^ 

^ftjan.  z7jo.sMar.       44.      — —    6f 

vBnr.       5  a.      —    7^ 

C  Births,  1x3.     _  iM 

sft  Jan.  z78o.<  Max.      43.     — »—    64 

CBur.       62.      8| 

The  marriages  are  reftrided  to  thofe  where  the  huiband 
was  a  refidenter  \  from  the  idea,  that  girk  married  out  of 
the  pariih  do  not  contribute  to  its  population:  But  left 
tliifl  Ihonld  be  deemed  erroneous,  it  may  be  proper  to 
aotify,  that  the  average  of  all,  who  were  married  during 
the  firft  period,  was  7^ ;  during  the  fecond,  9^ ;  and  du« 
ring  the  third,  9^.  In  the  year  1782,  the  number  pf  pa-r 
riihioneiB,  on  an  exafl  furvej,  was  found  to  amount  to 
1070  \  which  IS  very  nearly  the  prefent  ftate  of  it.  Some 
years  before  it  was  rather  greater.  One  principal  caufe 
of  depopulation  in  this  pariflr  is,  the  eagemeis  of  feme  im« 
provers  to  take  all  their  land  under  their  own  manage* 
flient ;  by  which  means  mechanics,  and  even  day-labouT'- 
ers  are  deprived  of  their  crofts ;  and,  as  there  are  no  vil« 
lages  within  the  parifli,  betake  them&lves  to  other  places, 
where  they  can  find  accommodation.  Why  the  lam^ 
number  of  marriages  doth  not  produce  an  equal  number 
«f  births  as  in  former  times,  is  left  to  more  intelligenC 
Iliads  to  e^lain  ?  Tkv^  have  been  no  extraordinary  'mm 
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fluices  0f  longevity  of  late.  Only  one  man  haa  reached 
loo,  and  a  few  are  on  die  Teip  of  90  jeais.  The  inha^ 
bitants  are  mofily  employed  in  agricoknce.  There  are  &• 
veral  weavers  and  wrights,  a  few  imiths  and  tailors,  and 
often  not  one  fhoemaker.  They  are  regular  attenden  of 
the  Eftablifhed  Church ;  nor  do  the  Diflentexs,  of  what- 
ever denomination,  exceed  8  or  10. 

Heritors,  Stipend,  Poor,  lie* — ^The  property  of  the  pa- 
nih  belongs  at  prefent  to  5  heritors,  of  whom  only  t  re- 
iUes.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1764.  The  church  is  veiy 
old,  and  in  bad  r^air.  The  (Upend  is  58  boUs  %  firloCs 
a  pecks  oat-meal ;  5  boUs  1  firlots  bear ;  L.  600  Scots, 
with  50  merks  for  communion-elements.  The  glebe  con- 
,^fts  of  between  6  and  7  acres,  of  which  the  roogh  mea- 
dow ground  has  been  drained  and  cultivated  by  the  pee- 
fent  incumbent,  and  the  whole  indofed.^— The  yearly  col- 
leflions  amount  to  about  L.  15  or  L.  16,  which,  with  the 
intereft  of  L«  xao,  and  L«  i,  xos.  the  rent  of  feme  feats  in 
the  area  of  the  church,  conftitote  the  whole  funds  fer  the 
'maintenance  of  the  poor* 

Wages  and  PrtV^^— The  wages  of  fervants  and  mecha- 
nics, and  the  price  of  provifions  have  rifen  rapidly  widno 
thefe  few  years*  The  yearly  wages  of  a  man  fervaat 
may  be  rated  at  L.  5,  or  L«  5,  xos. ;  and  of  a  woman  at 
L.  2.  A  labourer  earns  8  d.  a*day.  The  price  of  bee^ 
mutton,  poultry,  &c.  is  regulated  entirely  by  the  weeklf 
market  in  Banff,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  in  the 
report  from  that  parifh. 

Roads  and  Bridges. — The  principal  roads  were  made  by 
the  ftatute-work,  and  are  kept  in  repair  by  die  fiunis 

means. 
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means.  It  is  commonly  exa£ted  in  kind ;  but  when.com* 
Bintations  *in  monej  arc  m<N:e  oonvenient  for  the  people^ 
they  are  accepted.  Of  late  years,  bridges  have  been  built 
over  the  moft  dangerous  pafles,  to  the  great  accommoda- 
tion and  fafety  of  traTellers ;  and  it  is  hoped,  that,  as  foon 
as  the  funds  can  afford,  more  wiQ  be  ereded.  Turnpikes 
are  unknown  in  this  comer  of  the  country,  and  would 
undoubtedly  be  unacceptable  at  firft ;  though  the  expe- 
rience of  their  advantages  might  in  time  reconcile  us.  It 
muft  indeed  be  allowed,  that,  as  the  refort  on  our  roads  is 
but  little,  they  are  not  fo  neceflary  as  on  thofe  that  are 
more  firequented. 

jiaiupnties^ — ^There  are  few  or  no  antiquities  in  this 
parilb  worthy  of  a  place  in  hiftorical  records.  At  the 
£irm  of  Bog  of  Mountblairie  are  the  remains  of  an  old 
cafQe,  fituated  in  a  fwamp  now  overgrown  with  alder,  and 
laid  to  have  been  built  by  the  Earl  of  Buchan  ;  and  on  an 
eminence  above  it,  the  ruins  of  a  chapel,  adjoining  to 
which  is  d  well,  famed  of  old  for  its  fovereign  charms, 
but  now  fallen  into  difrepute.  Within  thefe  few  years 
there  was  an  iron  laddie ;  and  many  IHU  alive  remember 
to  have  feen  the  impending  boughs  adorned  with  rags  of 
Mnen  and  woollen  garments,  and  the  ciftem  enriched 
with  farthings  and  boddtes,  the  offerings  and  tefHmonies  of 
grateful  votaries,  who  dame  from  afar  to  this  fountain  of 
health.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  Alvah,  towards  the 
north,  is  another  fpring,  which  paffes  by  the  name  of 
Corn's  or  Colm's  well,  in  honour,  very  probably,  of  the  re- 
nowned Saint  of  Icolumkil. 
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NUMBER    Un. 

PARISH  OF  STRATHMIGLOi 
(county,  of  fife.) 

By  tbt  Hit.  Mr  George  Ltoh. 

,Uami^  Situation^  Swfaut  Soi/^  fjfc* 

STrathmiglo  is  fo  palled,  as  Wng  a  ftrath  or.yalkj 
oa  both  fides  of  the  water  of  Migloi  which  mns 
through  it  from  W.  to  E.  and  then  takes  the  name  of 
Eden.  It  is  in  the  prefbjterj  of  Cnpar,  and  Synod  of 
Fife*  It  is  5'}>  Englifh  miles  long,  and  3I  broady  bounded 
by  the  Lomond  Hill  on  the  S.  and  on  the  N.  by  a 
branch  of  the  Ochil  Hills ;  and  by  the  parifhes  of  Port- 
moak,  Orwell,  Arngoik,  Abemetbyi  Aucbtermnchty, 
Kettle  and  Falkland.  It  is  partly  flat,  and  partly  hilly. 
The  foil  on  the  N.  fide  of  the  water  is  generally  moifl^ 
but  tolerably  fertile;  on  the  S.  fide  dry  and  fliaUow; 
but  in  the  eaflem  part  of  the  parifli,  on  both  fides  of  die 
water,  it  is  deep  and  fertile.  The  air,  through  a  great 
part  of  the  year  is  rather  moifty  but  not  unhealthy.  The 
moft  prevalent  diftempers  are  feTers,  attributed  to  the 
moifinels ;  but  they  are  not  frequent,  and  fiddom  mortal 
There  are  no  ren^arkable  mountains.    The  hills  are  co- 

rend 
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^rercd  with  grafi.  A  bed  of  fr^efione  ttins  along  the  S. 
'  fide  of  the  \water  of  Miglo  for  about  3  miles,  and  is  ufcd 
for  building  houfest  slnd  inclofing  ground.  There  is  no 
other  foundi  except  a  white  ftone  on  the  N.  fide  of  the 
Lomond  Uill^  which  adtnits  of  a  fine  poliflt,  and  is  ufed 
by  the  richer  fort  of  people  for  hearthflones,  the  comers 
of  their  houfes,  and  Untels  for  doors  and  windows.  A 
kind  of  moorftone  is  fometimes  ufed  for  inclofing  ground 
with  what  tbej  call  a  Gallowaj  dike,  or  op^n  flone^fence. 

Population. '^'Aj  Dr  Webller's  report,  the  numbers 
were  1695  *. .  In  the  year  I754t  when  I  was  ordained  mi- 
Bifter  of  the  pari(b»  there,  were  about  iioo  perfons  in  it, 
and  this  year  (1790)^  there  are  about  980,  of  whom  about 
470  tare  males,  and  510  are  females.  From  the  ift  of 
Odober  1783,  wheu  the  regifter  began  to  be  better, 
though  not  exa£Uy  kept,  to  the  xft  of  Odober  1790,  the 
number  of  births  has  been  aboi^t  225,  of  burials  about 
X36,  and  of  marriages  about  95.  There  is  but  one  in- 
fiance  of  a  very  long  life  well  authenticated,  that  of  one 
James  Beveridge,  who  lived  to  t^o,  and  was  7  times  mar- 
ried. There  are  %6  farmers,  whofe  families  may  confiil 
of  182  perfons  in  all :  Abput  50  manufa£hirers,.  46  handi- 
crafUinen,  24  apprea)ice^  29  houfehold  and  50  labouring 
iervants,  4  merchants^  and  izo  inhabitants- in  the  town  of 
Strathmigio.  There'  are  about  266  born  in  other  dilh-ids 
or  parifiies  in  Scotland.  .  There  i^e  19  heritors  -,  xa  of 
whom,  ainpng  whi«Ai  are  2  families  of  gentry,  refide. 
There  id  one  writer.  Aboilt  750  arc  of  the  Eflablifhed 
CSlmrdx,  about  228  Steceders,  and  2  Epifcopalians.  Tbo, 
poptiktion  of  the  parifli  i^  materially  different  from  what 
it  was  25  yeara  ago,  and  the  dccreafe  is  attributed  chiefly 
to  the  throwing  2  cir  3  fmall  farms  into  one^  and  the  a« 
Wlifliing  of  cotterict }  fori  though  (bmt  of  the  cottagers 

VcjL.  IV.  3  E  take 
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take  boufes  in  the  town  of  Strathmiglo,  others  go  and  ve^ 
fide  in  towns^  where  the  encouragement  to  manufitftore^ 
is  greater.  Each  marriage  may  produce,  at  an  average^ 
5  children ;  none  have  died  from  want  s  no  murders  or 
filicides  have  been  committed ;  few  have  emigrated,  and 
none  have  been  banilhed ;  if  any  have  left  the  parifh,  it 
was  not  for  want  of  employment*  These  are  about  243 
inhabited  boufes.  At  an  average,  4  perfons  may  bet* 
each  inhabited  houfe.    A  few  are  uninhabited. 

jlgricubmref  lie. — ^The  number  of  cattle  may  be  about 
500,  of  horfea  190,  and  of  fheep  300.  Within  thcfe  few 
years,  great  improvements  have  been  made  in  agriculture. 
There  are  about  54  ploughs,  all  of  the  common  kindt 
74  carts,  and  a  carriages.  The  parifli  fupplies  itfelf  wiih 
provifions  for  common  ufe  \  but  at  the  fame  time,  it  both 
imports  and  exports.— ^6  years  ago  there  were  only  2 
inclofures  in  the  parifli^  and  now  there  are  about  63,  and 
many  of  them  large.  Great  part  of  the  pari(h  is  now  in- 
clofed.  The  people  generally  fow  in  April  and  May,  and 
reap  in  Auguft  and  September.  There  is  only  one  wood 
about  3  quarters  of  a  Scots  telle  in'  circumference :  One 
piece  of  marfliy  ground,  about  a-  quarter  of  a  mile  long, 
and  very  narrow :  One  lake,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mife 
in  circumference ;  and  ha  rivei^  exeept  Miglo^  which  is 
very  fiandl.  The  parifli  has  no  pHCculiar  advantages  or 
difadvantages  that  \  know  \  except  the  advantage  of  being 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of-  hills  for  the  rearing 
of  iheep.  The  land-rent  ipay  be  about  L.  2926  Sterling. 
"The  rent  of  boufes  cannot  be  exaAly  afcertainod,  as  they 
are  of  fuch  different  dimenfions ;  but  a  houfe  of- -2  ftore]|s 
may  rent  at'L.  3,  4  s.  Sterling,  and  of  x  fiorey,if  t»£  equal 
length  and  breaddi,  at  L.  i,  t^sl     • 
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Stipend^  PooTy  C^c«— -The  fiving,  including  the  glebe,  is, 
at  the  ordinary  converfion  of  vidoal,  L«  Z059  13  s.  Sterling* 
Lord  Stormont  is  patron.  The  church  was  built  about 
5  yeard  ago,  and  the  manfe  2  jears  fooner.— There  are  8 
poor  families,  who  receive  monthly  penfions,  befides  fome 
others,  who  have  occafional  relief.  The  ordinary  annual 
amount  of  the  weekly  contributions  is  about  L.  8 :  12  :  4 
Sterling,  and  the  produce  of  alms^  and  other  funds  defUned 
for  thai  purpofe,  is  about  L.  23  :  3 :4« 

Pricei^  Waget^  i^ir.-^Butcher  meat  30  years  ago  was 
about  2^d.  new  4f  d. ;  and  fo  on  as  to  other  article;  a 
boll  of  wheat  158.  now  L.i,  is.;  of  barley  9s.  now  Z4S.; 
and  of  oalfi  &s.  now  12  s. — A  day's  wage  for  a  labourer 
in  hufbandry  and  other  work,  is  generally  x  s.  without  vic- 
tuals, and  8  d.  with  them  ;  and  fo  on  as  to  other  profe£- 
iions.— The  &iel  commonly  made  u£e  of  is  coal.  The  price 
on  the  coal-hill  is  7  d.  for  the  load,  which  is  reckoned  z6 
ftone*  They  are  procured  from  Balgonie,  Balbirnie,  Loch- 
gellie,  and  Kettle — I  cannot  exadly  fay  what  the  expence 
of  a  common  labourer,  when  married,  at  an  average  may 
be  ;  but  if  he  has  3  or  4  young  childieo,  it  may  be  about 
L.  e6,  las.;  and  if  he  and  his  wife  are  in  health  and  vi« 
gour,  his  wages,  with  any  little  fldft  his  wife  can  make^ 
and  it  can  be  but  little  while  the  children  are  very  young, 
is  fufficient  to  bring  up  his  family.  The  ufual  wages  of  a 
farmer's  principal  male  Yervant,  are  L.  8  Sterling ;  of  an 
under  male  fervant,  L.  4 ;  of  a  female  fervant,  L.  2,  5  s. ; 
and  of  a  domefiic  female  fervant,  L.  2,  10  s. 

MifceUaneous  Oi/ervations.'^ThcTe  are  only  2  villages. 
The  people  are  gsnerally  of  the  middle  fize.  The  tailed 
man  I  ever  heard  of,  and  whom  I  knew,  was  about  6  feet  5. 
Xbey  are  in  general  difpofed  to  induftry  and  oeconomy. 

-No 
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No  maim&idiiras  are  carried  on,  except  by  individuals. 
Thcj  ixt  not  food  of  a  fea&ring  or  militarj  life.  IVopeitj, 
pardcularlj  in  land,  does  not  dtten  change.  It  fidb,  at  an 
average,  at  aboat  26  years  purchafe.  The  people  are  ai 
much  difpofed  to  humane  and  genenma  adions,  as  otbexs 
in  their  circumftai^ces  generally  are.  On  the  whok,  they 
enjoy  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  fodety,  and  feem  coo- 
tented. — The  county  roads  and  bridges  are  in  tolerable  gooi 
order,  and  are  kept  in  repair  by  afleflments  in  moaey  and 
fiatute-labour,  ezaded  in  kind.  There  are  no  turnpikes. 
The  general  opinion  is,  that  if  the  money  raifed  by  them 
is  properly  applied,  it  is  the  only  eflfednal  way  to  make 
good  roads  and  bridges,  and  keep  them  in  proper  repair.—* 
The  farms  in  general  may  be  at  an  average  of  about  150 
acres,  and  the  average  rent  about  10  s.  an  acre.  The  nnm- 
ber  of  farms  is  diminiihing  rather  than  increaiing.^-Tbe 
manners  of  the  inhabitants  are  much  the  £une  they  were 
36  years  ago,  civil  and  obliging ;  but  their  dre(s  and  ftyle 
of  living  are  very  different.  At  that  time,  though  the 
rents  the  fiurmers  paid  were  very  low,  they  and  their  &- 
inilies  were  in  general  coarfely  clad,  and  lived  in  a  mean 
fiyle  \  but  now  that  the  rents  are  greatly  raifed,  in  fome 
places  of  the  pariih  doubled,  and  in  one  &rm  almoft  tripled, 
the  farmers  are  in  appearance  richer,  and  their  faioilies 
dreis  and  Uve  much  better« 
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NUMBER    LIV. 

PARISH    OF    ROW, 
(county    of    DUMBARTON.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  John  Allah. 

Name,  Situation,  Soil,  Fi/b,  Ifc. 

THE  same  Row  is  a  Gaelic  word,  and  fignifies  '  a 
'  point/  Verj  near  the  place  where  the  church  is 
fitnated,  there  is  a  pretty  long  point  running  out  into  the 
iea.— The  parilh  is  fituated  in  the  prefbytery  of  Dumbar* 
ton,  and  Synod  of  Glafgow  and  Air.  It  is  between  13 
and  14  miles  in  length,  and  about  3  in  breadth  ;  bounded 
oa  the  £.  by  the  pariil^  of  Gardrois}  on  the  N.  £•  by  Luis; 
00  the  N.  W.  by  Lochlong;  on  the  W.  and  S.  by  the  Gare- 
loch,  which  feparates  it  from  Rofeneath,  and  the  frith  of 
Clyde,  which  feparates  it  from  Greenock.  The  £.  end  of 
the  parilh  is  preUy  flat,  the  greateft  part  of  it  hilly,  and  to- 
wards the  N.  £«  mountainons.  The  foil  in  general  is  light, 
and  where  it  is  properly  cultivated,  pretty  fertile.  The 
air  is  Ibarp  and  healthy.  Fevers  are  the  prevalent  difiem- 
pers.  The  fea-coaft  extends  about  la  miles,  for  moft  part 
flat  and  fandy,  but  in  fome  places  high  and  rocky.— Sal- 
mon, haddocks,  fmall  cod,  whitings,  fmall  flounders,  and 
iiamcrimrs  mackerel  and  bexting,  are  caught  in  the  lochs 

before 
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before  mentioned,  the  quantity  not  great.  Salmon  is  Ibid  at 
6d.  the  pound,  tron  ^^eight,  at  an  average;  mackerel,  \L 
a  piece ;  haddocks.  Sec.  i\  a-poand.  The  beft  feafon  fiir 
(idmon  is  from  the  beginning  of  April  to  the  end  of  Jaljt 
mackerel,  in  June  and  Jujjr;  haddocks,  from  December  to 
March }  cod  and  whitings,  in  the  fummer  months.  Sal- 
mon, herriagf  and  mackerel  are  taken  with  nets;  the  other 
kinds  of  fiih  with  long  or  band  lines.  The  town  of  Grec* 
Bock  is  the  principal  market.  A  fpecies  of  whales,  called 
Bottle-Nofes,  have  fometimes  run  a-ground  during  the  tide 
of  ebb,  been  taken,  and  oil  eztraded  from  them.  Per- 
poifes  and  feals  are  likewife  to  be  feen  occafionaUy,  Sea- 
wuHs  is  ufed  all  along  the  coaft  for  manuring  land,  and 
kelp  is  fometimes  made,  but  in  very  fmall  quantities. 
Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  all  the  hills  were  covered  with 
heath ;  but  fince  the  introduftion  and  increaiie  of  (heep, 
the  hcadt  has  gradually  leflened,  and  the  hiUs  begin  to  have 
a  green  appearance. 

Populaiion.'^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
numbers  were  853.  About  jo  or  60  years  ago,  it  ap^ 
pears  the  amount  of  the  population  was  about  1300.  The 
prefent  amount  is  about  1000.  The  number  of  males 
4861  of  females  514.  It  appears  from  the  regiller,  that 
there  are  more  males  than  females  bom  ;  but  many  of  the 
young  men  leave  the  parifh  in  queft  of  employment,  fome 
as  failors,  others  as  tradefmen  or  fervants.  There  is  one 
village  in  the  parifli,  lately  built,  which  contains  about 
too  fouls.  The  annual  average  of  births,  from  May  i. 
1760  to  May  X.  X770,  is  40  •,  from  May  1.  1770  to  May  i. 
1780,  34  ;  and  from  May  i.  1780  to  May  i.  1790,  33. 
There  was  no  diflinfl  regifter  of  burials  prior  to  1783, 
nor  can  the  number  of  deaths  in  it  be  exadly  afcertained 
now  that  it  is,  kept;  beqanle  ibme  of  the  pe<^e  have 

their 
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tbeir  bmyifig  pkces  m  the  Neighbouring  pariflies,  and 
ibme  from  other  pariihes  are  brought  here.  The  an&ual 
average,  however,  may  be  about  14.  The  annual  ave- 
rage of  marriages  from  May  1760  to  May  1770  ia  7; 
from  May  1770  to  May  1780,  9  ;  and  from  May  1780  to 
May  1790,  10.  There  are  in  the  pariih  65  farmers,  their 
families  are  about  325  in  number.  There  is  only  i  fa- 
mily of  Secedexs.  The  population,  as  hath  been  already 
ob&rved,  has  decreafed  thefe  laft  zo  or  20  years,  owing 
to  many  of  the  farms  being  now  pc^efled  hj-i  tenant, 
which  were  formerly  occupied  by  3,  4,  and  fomecimeB 
jnore,  each  of  whom  accommodated  a  cottager ;  befides, 
£9me  of  the  farms  have  of  late  years  been  entirely  kept 
wider  grafs,  and  no  tenant  upon  the  grounds.  Each  max- 
nage^  at  an  average,  produces  about  6  children. 

jlgricuburty  (^r^-~There  are  from  4500  to  jooo  iheep  ; 
die  average  price  of  white  wool  is  7  s.  the  ftone,  and  the 
wool  laid  with  tar  5  s.  The  pariih  does  more  than  fup- 
ply  itfelf  with  provifions,  Greenock  is  the  market  for  the 

•  overplus  of  grain  and  potatoes,  Glafgow,  Paifley,  Port- 
Glafgow,  Greenock  and  Dumbarton,  for  beef,  mutton,  £cc. 
Oats  and  peas  are  fown  from  the  20th  March  to  the  firft 
week  in  May ;  potatoes  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the 
aoth  of  May ',.  bear  from  the  loth  of  May  to  the  8th  or 

.  xoth  of  June.  The  crops  are  reaped  in  general  from  the 
beginning  of  September  to  the  20th  of  Odober. 

Stipend^  School,  Poor^  £:fc.— The  value  of  the  living,  in- 

duding  the  glebe,  is  about  xoo  guineas.     The  Duke  of 

.  Argyle  is  patron.     The  church  was  rebuilt  in  the  year 

-X763*    Tbemaniie.in   1737.     There  are  8  heritors;  x 

fSoiall  proprietor  refides  conftantly,  and  another  occafional- 

lj.-»There  are  a  fchools ;  the  falary  of  the  parochial 

fcboolmafie^ 
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ichoolmafler  amomtB  to  L. 80  Scots;  during  thewintel 
be  generally  has  from  30  to  40  {dkohn,  in  fiunmer  about 
half  that  number ;  his  cmolumcntf  ^  including  leifion-deik 
dues,  fcarce  amount  to  L.  18  Sterlbg  arjeaTi^^Abaiil 
30  years  ago,  one  of  the  then  heritors  of  the  pariih,  llr 
Glen  of  Portincaple,  mortified  a  piece  of  land  for  the  fnp- 
port  of  anodier  fchoolmafter;  the  number  of  fcholari 
taught  by  him  is  confiderablj  greater,  and  hb  emohiments 
at  kafl  equal  to  the  parochial  one.^-*There  are  at  preCent 
8  poor  who  receive  regular  fupplj,  and  about  the  iame 
number  occafiouallj.  The  funds  are  the  weekly  collec- 
tions at  the  church-door,  amounting  to  from  L.  to  to 
L.  12  a  year,  together  with  the  intereft  of  about  L.  aao 
of  dock,  L.  jO  of  which  was  lately  bequeathed  by  Robert 
Carmichael,  Efqs  of  Broomley,  a  late  proprietor  in  the 
pariih  of  Bonhill. 

Prices^  W^ages^  Wr— The  prefent  price  of  beef,  veal, 
and  mutton,  is  6d*  the  pound,  tron  weight;  in  harreft,  and 
beginning  of  winter  confiderably  chei^ier;  butter,  from 
9d.  to  10 d.  the  pound)  cheere,from  4s.  to  6s«  theftone;  a 
hen,  from  i  s.  to  i  s.  3  d.  Thefe  articles  of  provifions  have 
doubled  in  price  from  what  they  were  40  years  aga 
Bear  fold,  winter  and  fpring  1791,  at  from  i6s.  to  xSs.  the 
boll ;  oats  at  ids*  and  oat-meal  at  from  xs.  to  x  s.  j  d.  the 
peck. — The  wages  for  labourers  in  hufbandry  are  from 
xc  d.  to  I  s.  a  day.  The  ufual  wages  of  men  fervants  em- 
ployed in  hufbandry ,  are  from  L.  8  to  L.  9  a  year ;  females, 
from  L.  3  to  L.  4.^-The  fuel  commonly  made  ufe  of  by 
the  tenants,  is  peat  or  turf,  which  is  cut  in>  the  moors  of  the 
•refpedive  farms.  Coals  are  likewife  brought 'from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glafgow,  the  prioe  of  which  is  greatly 
increafed  of  late  years. 

MifceOtmiWi 
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Mi/ciUaHiout  Ob/ervations. — There  are  feveral  remains 
o(  Popiik  chapeb.  Within  thefe  lail  20  or  30  years,  there 
have  been  fonnd  in  different  places,  4  ftbnes  fet  upon  edge, 
witl>  a  large  flag  covering  them,  the  opening  about  4I  feet  by 
%ij  in  which  human  bones  were  depofited.— The  people  are 
fond  of  a  fea-faring  life ;  during  laft  war,  from  25  to  30 
able  bodied  feamen,  from  this  pariih,  were  employed  in  the 
navy.  But  they  are  not  fond  of  a  military  one. — The 
people  in  general  are  not  expensive,  a  few  individuak  are 
mocfi^dided  to  dram  drinking ;  and  the  young  people, 
efpecially  the  females,  fond  of  drefs,  and  more  ezpen* 
five  in  that  way  than  their  drcumftances  can  well  afford.—* 
There  are  about  xi  ale  or  rathef  whilky  houfes  9  one  pro- 
perly called  an  inn,  being  one  of  the  ftages  on  the  line  of 
road,  lately  made  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  between  Inve* 
raray  and  Dumbarton.— Engliih  is  generally  fpoken,  but 
many  underftand  and  frequently  converfe  in  Gaelic. 
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NUMBER    LV. 

PARISH   OF   COLDSTREAM^ 

(county  of  BERWICK)* 

Bj  James  Bell,  D.  D. 

tfame^  Situation^  Soi/f  jfir^  Ifc. 

THE  ancient  name  of  the  pariih  was  Lcnnel,  and  the 
ruins  of  Lennel  church,  diftant  from  Coldftream  a> 
bout  a  mile  and  a  half  nearly,  (till  remain.  Eaftward  finom 
this  church  there  was  formerly  a  little  town  or  village  call- 
ed Lennel,  which  was  to  entirely  deflroyed  in  the  Border 
wars,  that  the  fite  of  it  is  not  known  to  me.  Coldftream 
was  the  feat  of  a  priory  or  abbacy  which  belonged  to  the 
Ciflertian  order,  and  was  fituated  near  the  Tweed,  where  a 
(mall  watery  called  Leet,  falls  into  it.  Of  this  ancient  flnic- 
ture  a  vault  only  remains.  It  is  probable  that  a  village 
was  formed  near  it,  which^  firom  the  plealantneis  of  the  fi- 
tuatibn,  and  the  protedlion  afforded  by  the  abbacy  ro  the 
inhabitants,  increafed  to  the  iize  of  a  fmall  town.  Before 
General  Monk  marched  into  England  to  reftore  the  Royal 
Family,  he  made  Coldfiream  his  head  quarters,  and  rufed 
that  body  of  men,  which,  being  in  fu^ceiTion  recruited,  ha^ 
been  called  ever  fioce  the  Coldfiream  Regiment  of  Guards. — 

Cddftreaia 
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Coilifkreain  is  fituated  in  the  county  of  Berwid&,  prelbyte- 
Tj  of  Chirnfide,  and  Synod  of  Marfe  and  Tiviotdale.  Pla- 
cing the  foot  of  a  compais  at  Lerniel  churchy  taking  4  miles 
for  a  radius,  and  the.  river  Tweed  as  a  diameter,  a  ferni* 
circle  defcribed  on  the  north  of  that  riyer  will  give  a  gene- 
ral idea  of  the  extent  and  form  of  the  parifli.  The  length 
from  £.  to  W.  is  from  7  to  8  miles ;  the  breadth  4  miles 
at  an  avterage.  Coldfiream  is  bounded  by  Ladykirk  on  the 
£.  by  Simprin  (now  united  to  Swinton)  on  the  N.  by 
Eccles  on  the  W.  The  river  Tweed  is  the  fouthem  boun- 
dary. The  general  appearance,  of  the  country  is  flat.  The 
rifing  grounds  in  the  pariih  do  not  deferve  the  name  of 
hills.— The  foil  for  the  moft  part  is  rich  and  fertile ;  near 
the  Tweed  light ;  inclined  to  day  backwards.  A  broad 
flip  of  barren  land  runs  through  the  parilh  from  £.  to  W. 
called  the  Moorland.— The  air  is  in  general  dry  and  healthy. 
Cddftream  is  fituated  at  a  confiderable,  and  nearly  equal 
diflance  from  the  Chiviot  and  Lammermoor  hills.  When 
the  weather  is  (howery^  efpecially  if  the  wind  be  wefterly> 
the  clouds  (from  the  weft)  take  the  direAion  of  one  or  o- 
ther  of  thefe  hills,  pour  down  their  contents  upon  them, 
and  leave  this  parifh  untouched.  There  is  much  more  rain 
at  Dnn£e  and  WooUer^than  here.  According  as  the  fum- 
mer  is  wet  or  dry,  Coldfiream  is  benefited  or  hurt  by  the 
locality  of  its  fituation.  Agues  prevail  in  fome  feafons, 
bat  not  regularly*  Headaches,  toothaches,  and  nervous 
complaints  in  general,  are  more  frequent  here  than  in  other 
places  with  which  I  have  been  acquainted.  Perhaps  the 
caflerly  fogs  and  rains,  together  with  die  frequent  blowing 
of  the  wind  from  that  quarter,  ro^y  be  the  caufrs  of  thefe 
complaints.  In  the  village,  the  children  of  the  poorer  in* 
h^hir^ts  are.  liable  to  the  fcrophula. 
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TwMi— »Tweed  produces  bidLtraiitBy  vUtdngs,  g31ei| 
fiJmon,  a&d  all  other  kinds  of  fifli  common  to  the  riven  in 
the  fouth  of  Scotland.  fiuU-troote  ^nakc  their  appearance 
in  Tweed  dnring  the  fpring  months,  and  ibon  after  p>  a- 
y^nLj.  When  they  come  in  numbers,  they  are  thought  to 
prognofticate  a  plenteous  feafon  for  giUes  and  fidmon. — ^Tbe 
intercourfe  carried  on  between  9erw]ck  and  London,  bj 
means  of  the  Berwick  imacks,  and  the  recent  difcovery  of 
carrying  frefli  fiih  to  a  diftant  market,  preferred  n  ice, 
render  the  price  of  giUes  and  ialmon  as  dear  at  Coldftream 
as  in  the  metropolis.  Tweed  b  open  to  fiibing  from  the 
loth  of  January  to  the  lodi  of  Odober.  In  the  rivers  to 
the  north,  which  abound  in  fuch  fifb,  the  clofe  feafon,  as  it 
is  called,  \^hich  comprehends  the  reft  of  the  montha,  Taries, 
and  b  earlier,  I  believe,  &r  the  moft  part  in  pr<q>ortion  to  the 
latitude  of  thefe  rivers  northwards  in  Soodand,  to  the  Tay, 
Don,  and  Dee.  The  fiiheries  in  the  Tweed  are  of  Doiiall 
value  here,  but  not  fo  near  Berwick.  The  gentlemen,  con* 
cerned  in  them  have  of  late  been  at  great  pains  to  proted 
and  extend  them.  They  reckon  nothing  more  beneficial 
than  the  taking  care  that  the  protedion  afibided  to  the 
fifli,  be  obfcrved,  during  the  cloiie  fiBaCos,  with  the  ntmofl 
ilri6bie(5.  Meetings  have  been  held  by  the  gentlemen  of 
Merfe  and  Tiviotdale,  lately,  to  deliberate  cqncerning  the 
prafUcability.and  expediency  of  rendering  Tweed  navigable, 
or  of  cutting  a  canal  through  thofe  two  comities  to  the 
fea.  , 

Minerals^  ^c.-^Beiides  good  freeflgne,  pebbles,  leemingiy 
of  a  good  quality,  are  found  among  the  ilones  and  fand  on 
the  banks  of  Tweed,  as  well,  as  in  the  fields  nigh  tha| 
river.  Whether  there  is  coal,  is'  not  yet  certain.  Some 
(rials  have  been  made  without  fucceis*    A  company  near 
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Kcwcgflle,  ^emplojcd  in  that  bofinefii  engaged  lately  to 
make  the  experiment  on  a  great  fcale,  and  for  th.it  t  vA  en- 
tered into  terms  with  Lord  Binning.  The  writs  were  ex« 
tended,  an  agent  from  his  Lordihip  came  to  Coldftream  to 
finilh  and  fettle  the  afiair ;  but  thefe  colliers  of  the  fouth 
broke  their  £uth  with  him,  and  dilappointed  our  hopes.—* 
Shell*marl  was  found  in  one  marihf  and  there  b  plenty  of 
rock-marl  in  many  parts. 

Pcfulaiion. — ^According  to  Dr  Webfter's  return,  about  40 
years  ago,  the  numbers  were  1493.  From  the  roll  of  ex- 
aminable  perfons  in  1785  and  1786.  the  numbers  were 
aox7«  In  the  country  part  of  the  parifli,  were  292  males, 
387  females,  176  children.  In  the  town  and  a  few  houfea 
adjacent  to  it,  the  numbers  were  1  x6a.  Number  of  fami- 
lies in  the  town,  305 ;  in  the  country,  189.  I  muft  remark, 
however,  that  the  examination*roll  is  by  no  means  a  ftan« 
dard  hj  which  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  pariih  i« 
to  be  eftimated.  This  roll  is  ufually  made  up  by  the  oiEcer 
of  the  (eiEon,  called  the  kirk-officer,  who  is  feldom  a  per* 
fon  in  whom  any  trail  in  a  matter  oi  this  inveiligation  can 
be  rrpoCed.  The  age  at  which  children  are  to  be  inrolled 
^  not  alcertained*  Parents,  according  as  they  have  bee^ 
aaodous  to  forward,  or  have  been  negligent  in  their  educ^ 
tioo,  are  defirous  to  have  the  names  of  their  children  early 
lAfcrted  in  or  withheld  from  this  parochial  record.  Still, 
however,  it  gives  a  general  profpedus  of  the  population  of 
a  pariJh.  I  muft  add,  that  the  feifion-officer  in  this  pariih 
|a  one  of  the  few  to  be  depended  upon  for  accuracy. 
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Annaal'birtbsy  from  1740  to  1749  indafiTc,  36^ 

from  1750  to  1759,  •  47.4 

from  1760  to  1769^  •  53.1 

from  1770  to  1779,  .  51.3 

from  1780  to  1 7899  -  43.8 


Average  46.81 

Annual  deaths,  from  1740  to  1749,  -         x8-7 

from  1750  to  1759,  -            19.3 

from  1 760  to  X  769,  -          x6.x 

from  1770  to  1779,  -            ia-i 

from  1780  to  1789,  «         08.5 


Average,  ao,94 

Previous  to  the  year  1786,  the  number  of  boriab  could  on- 
\j  be  afcertained  from  the  regifter  of  mortcloth  moiiej  in- 
terfperfed  among  the  records  of  the  kirk-fefOon,  The  poor 
who  were  buried  at  the  public  expence  were  not  taken  no- 
tice of  except  occafionally,  fo  that  there  muft  be  fome  (hull 
degree  of  inaccuracy  in  the  above  average  account  of  bu- 
rials. In  the  town  of  Coldftream  there  are  about  34  day-la* 
bourers,  20  cartei-s,  feveral  of  whom  farm  3  or  4  acres  of  land, 
17  weavers,  z  i  ihoemakers,  15  wrights,  9  mafons»  6  bakers,  4 
butchers,  4  fmiths,  5  gardeners,  3  (adlers,  5  tailors,  xi  mer- 
chants, 13  innkeepers  and  ale-fellers,  i  phyfictan  and  2  fur* 
geons.     There  is  a  Seceder  Meeting-houle  in  Coldftream* 

Agriculturt^  \Sc^ — The  pariih  produces  the  ordinary  ve- 
getables, plants  and  trees,  to  be  found  on  the  fouth  eaflem 
border  of  Scotland.  At  Kersfield,  which  belongs  to  Mr 
Morifon  of  M orifon,  the  trees  are  of  a  large  fize.  At  Hirfel, 
the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Home,  a  few  trees  near  the  houfe  ex- 
cepted, 
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cepted,  thepIaBtations  along  the  fmall  water  Leet  are  not  as 
jet  of  age.  There  are  no  natural  woods,  foreib,  wafte  or 
common  grounds.  Near  Tweed  on  this  fide,  and  ftill  noore 
remsu'kablj  on  the  oppofite  bank,  as  far  as  the  Chiviot,  and 
the  ranges  of  hiUs  cantiguous  to  it,  the  want  of  trees  attefts  the 
border  defolations.  Plants  in  far  greater  variety  are  to  be 
found  in  the  lower  parts  of  Cljdefdale  and  Renfrewihire 
tiian  in  this  parifh  and  its  neighbourhood.  This  part  of  the 
Merfe  and  downwards  along  Tweed,  is  not  ^  rich  field  for 
a  botanical  journey.  Hufbandry  is  well  uaderilood  in  the 
Merfe.  By  the  Merfe  I  do  not  mean  the  ihire  of  Berwick. 
That  fliire  confiAs  of  three  parts:  i.  Lauderdale  \  2,  that 
range  of  hiUs  which,  under  different  names,  extends  weil- 
ward  frqm  the  head  of  Leader  water,  to  the  fea  below  the 
town  of  Berwick;  and,  3.  that  track  of  country  which  is 
fituated  between  thofe  hiUs  and  Tweed.  That  charming  and 
fertile  track  is  properly  the  Merfe,  Lauderdale  excepted: 
The  pariih  fupplies  itfelf  in  provifions,  and  fends  cattle  and 
com  to  other  markets.  We  have  an  early  harveft,  and  the 
fowing  of  the  crops  is  adjufted  to  this.  TThe  grois  rent  of  the 
pariih  may  be  about  L.6ooo  Sterling  a-year  or  more. 
The  rent  of  fiihings  is  L.  93. 

Wages  and  Prices. — ^A  mafon's  wages  in  fummer  are  is. 
6d.;a  day-labourer^s  is.;  a  man  reaper's  i  s. ;  a  woman 
reaper's  8 d. ;  a  mower's  is.  4 d. ;  men  fervants  wages  are 
from  L.  7  to  L.  10,  yearly;  women  fervants  are  L.3.  The 
hinds  roll,  as  it  is  called,  or  wages  of  a  hind  the  year,  at  an 
average,  are  8  bolls  oats,  2|  peas  and  barley,  coals  led,  a 
.cow's  grais,  a  pig  and  poultry  allowed  to  be  fed  at  the  di- 
redion  of  the  mailer.  Hinds  form  the  principal  clais  of  fer- 
vants belonging  to  the  great  farmers  in  thb  neighbourhood. 
.Good  beef,  mutton,  veal  and  lamb,  fell  at  4  d.   the  lb ; 
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pork  at  3  d.^  butter  at  6 d ;  cheeie  at  5  d. ;  hens  from  84 
to  to  d. ;  ducks  from  6 d*  to  8  d. ;  geefa  as. ;  turkejai  a  t. 
6  d. ;  fa]nion  and  gilfes  at  the  BiUingfgate  prioe. 

MantrfitfIurit,"^Thett  is  no  towtt  hi  the  footh  of  Scotlaad 
fo  well  iituated  for  manufaftum,  in  my  humble  opimoD,  as 
Coldftream.  The  countrj  in  its  neighbourhood,  on  both 
banks  of  the  Tweed  b  rich  in  com  and  cattle.  The  price 
of  coals  is  moderate.  We  are  diftant  from  Berwick  about 
25  miles.  The  gteat  road  between  London  and  Berwick, 
the  road  between  Berwick  and  Kelib,  and  between  Dunfe 
and  Northumberland,  all  pafs  through  the  town  of  Cold- 
ftream.  Goods  manufadured  here  might  be  thus  carried  is 
various  diredions  into  England  and  Scotland,  by  ways  of 
communication  already  opened  up.  Should  the  projeded 
plan  of  J  canal  be  executed  and  carried  near  this  place,  the 
price  of  coals  would  be  reduced,  and  all  the  advantages 
would  be  reaped,  which  arife  from  an  inland  navigation. 
From  the  excellent  nature  of  the  foil,  flax  might  be  ralfdd  to 
fcrve  the  purpofe  of  a  linen  manufsAure.  The  good  qua- 
lity of  our  barley  would  favour  a  diftillery  or  a  brewery ; 
neither  of  which  we  at  prefent  have.  Our  ale,  beer,  and 
porter,  come  from  Ednam.  But  the  woollen  manufaaure  is 
that  for  which  Coldflream  is  pardcularly  well  iituated. 
The  breed  of  (hcep  is  excellent,  and  is  ftill  improving.  I 
am  not  fure  if  the  wool,  by  which  the  trade  and  manu&o- 
tures  of  Leeds  have  rifen  to  fuch  vaft  importance,  be  in  ge-  . 
neral  equal  to  what  is  produced  in  the  Merfe,  Tlviotdale  and 
Norihumberhnd.  Yetham,  Gafalhiels,  Hawick,  places  &r 
diftant  from  coals,  and  not  enjoying  our  advantages  of  com^^ 
niunication,  are  pufliing  the  woollen  manufcaure  with  foc- 
cels.     Were  a  proper  plan  fct  oa  foot  her^  for  canying  on 
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that  manufa£tare,  it  is  hard  to  fay  to  what  extent  it  might 
in  time  artive. 

Stipendy  School^  Poor^  Wf. — The  church  was  built  in 
1 7 16.;  the  manfe  in  1782.  The  ilipend  is  L.  80  in  moneys 
a  chalders  in  meal,  and  i  chalder  of  barlej.  The  glebe  is 
12  acres  of  verj  good  land.  T^e  patron  is  Lord  Binning. 
There  are  16  heritors,  4  of  whom  reiide. — ^The  {alary  of  the 
fchoolmailer  is  L.  16  Sterling.  Previous  to  the  year  1735, 
.  the  poor  feem  to  have  been  entirely  fupported  by  the  Sun. 
day  colle6tions  and  the  contributions  of  charitable  perfons. 
It  appears,  that  in  that  year,  the  feition  admitted  on  their 
roll  as  conflant  penfioners,  3  perfons  at  4  d.  and  3  at  2  d.  a- 
week.  At  that  time  the  a^urs  of  the  poor  were  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  kirk-feflion,  and  continued  fo  till  about 
1740.  It  appears^  that  in  17371  the  firft  demand  was  made 
upon  the  heritors  to  give  a  regular  affiflance  to  fupport  the 
poor,  it  was  not,  iioweVer,  in  general,  puhftually  obeyed 
on  their  part^  In  17  41  the  feiHon  requeued  that  tfte  Jufti- 
ces  of  the  t'eace  would  call  for  the  poor's  lift,  and  appoint 
overfeers,  &c.  conform  to- an  a&  of  fefllon  i.  of  pari  i.  6% 
Charles  11.  This  remonflrance  feems  to  have  had  the  de« 
fired  effeft;  for  in  1742,  it  appears,  that  half  the  colleftion 
was  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  overfecrs  for  the  poor.  The 
weekly  pay  of  the  poor  in  1743  was  about  10  s.  Sterling. 
From  the  year  1765,  the  heritors  kept  a  regular  minute- 
book  and  a  caih-book ;  tlieir  accounts  after  this  being  alto* 
gether  unconnedcd  with  the  kirk-fe(Eon  records.  In  May 
1765,  the  number  on  the  poor's  roll  was  22,  in  aid  of  whom 
19  s.  z  6,*  Sterling  was  the  weekly  afleflment.  The  higheft 
allowance  was  one  fhilUng.  The  quarterly  aiTeflment  was 
L.  13  Sterling.  In  1770  the  quarterly  afleflVnent  was 
L.  x8,  and  in  1774,  it  amounted  toL.  25ibe{ldcsL.  4  levied 
VoL.tV.  3O  "  fi*Qm 
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from  the  town  of  Coldftream.  The  weekly  piymest  being 
L.  2  :  6 :  ii.  The  number  on  the  poor's  roll  34.  In  the 
year  of  fcarcitj,  1783,  meal  was  fold  at  reduced  prices  to  the 
poor,  at  the  espence  of  the  heritors  and  tenants,  to  the  a- 
mount  of  L.  112  Sterling.  For  the  inrolled  poor  the  qoar- 
tcrly  afleflment  was  L.  40,  X4  s.  the  weekly  pay  L.  3,  4  s. 
The  number  on  the  lift  46.  No  demand  has  been  made  on 
the  feiTion  (Ince  1773.  Half  of  a  quarterly  afTeiTment  was 
paid  by  the  feflion  in  1780  or  1781.  The  coUeftion  monej 
goes  to  relieve  tradefmen  laid  off  work  by  ficknefs,  perfons 
overlooked  or  not  fufficientlj  provided  in  the  poor's  M, 
poor  whofe  claims  upon  the  pariih  being  dubious,  are  not 
entered  on  the  lift  of  the  heritors,  genteeler  families  decayed 
not  on  the  roll,  fick  and  diftrefted  perfons  returning  to  Scot- 
land, a  great  number  of  which  pals  this  way,  and  die  like. 
Owing  to  the  high  afleflment  of  the  parifh,  the  colledionis 
fmall.  From  1785  to  1790,  the  yearly  amount  of  poor's 
rates  has  exceeded  L.  220,  the  weekly  pay  above  L.  4.  Two 
evils  have  arifen  from  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  poor's  rates. 
The  one  is,  that  trufting  to  thefe  rates,  the  common  people 
do  not  endeavour  to  provide  any  thing  for  a  time  of  fickneis 
or  fcarcity,  or  for  the  approach  of  old  age.  The  other  is, 
that  thefe  rates  have,  in  a  great  meafure,  deprived  them  of 
the  natural  feelings  of  giving  aid  to  their  relations  in  diftreis. 
The  neareft  ties  of  confanguinity  are  difregarded,  and  the 
holieft  affe^ions  of  humanity  are  thus  eztingmihed.  No 
perfon  almoft  is  aftiamed  of  having  his  &ther,  mother,  brO' 
theri  or  any  other  relation,  on  the  pauper's  lift. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfirvat ions. -^The  only  part  of  the  pariih 
fubjeft  to  inundations  is  the  Lees  haugh,  which  is  fituated 
between  the  houfe  of  Mr  Marjoribanks  of  Lees  and  Com- 
hill,  and  which  is  bounded  by  Tweed  on  the  S.  and  £. 
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•&d  bj  Leet  on  the  N.    The  greateft  land-flood  remem- 
bered by  the  oldeft  people  then  alive,  happened  in  May 
2783.— A  very  remarkable   thonder-fiorm   happened  in 
this  pariih  on  the  19th  day  of  July  1785  \  a  very  accurate 
and  fcientific  account  of  which,  by  Captain  Brydone,  is  to 
be   found  in  the  Philofophical  TranfadUons  of  London.— 
There  are  two  obeliiks  in  the  pariih,  which  were  both  e« 
reSed  by  Alexander  the  late  Earl  of  Home.     The  one 
fmall,  built  on  the  centre  pier  of  a  Chinefe  bridge,  con- 
£fting  of  two  arches,  over  the  water  Leet.     The  other  lar- 
ger,  which  exhibits  in  miniature  the  elegant  and  beautiful 
proportions  of  the  Obelifcus  M atthei  at  Rome.     This  is 
ereAed  at  the  foot  of  a  wooded  bank  nigh  the  Leet,  and 
was  intended  by  Lord  Home  as  a  monument,  in  memory 
of  his  eldeft  fon  Lord  Dunglafs,  who  died  in  America  di 
the  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  of  Cambden.^-There 
are  two  fmall  tumuli  in  the  Kersfield  eftate  on  the  top  of 
%  deep   bank  of  the  Tweed.     The  tradition  is,  that  the 
bodies  of  thofe  who  fell  in  one  of  the  border  battles  are 
buried  in  them. — The  iiie  and  ftature  of  the  people  on 
this  fide  of  Tweed  being  the  fame  with  thofe  on  the  other 
bank,    the    following    notanda    of   the    Northumberland 
militia,   which   were  communicated  to  me  by  Mr  John 
Hall,  furgeon,  who  officiated  in  that  corps  in  the  lad  war, 
will  illuftrate  the  fubjeft.     The  height  of  the  men  was 
from  5  feet  Si  inches  to  5   feet  10^  inches  j  fome  of  the 
grenadier  company  were  6  feet,  6  feet  i  inch,  and  6  feet 
a  inches ;  the  lowed  fize  5  feet  7  inches.     They  were  in 
general  very  ftrong  made,  particularly  the  dais  firft  men- 
tioned.   It  was  remarked  by  judges,  that  this  battalion, 
thoogh  confiding  of  fewer  men  than  other  battalions  from 
tlie  fouthem  counties,  yet  occupied  as  milch  fpace  in  the 
line  of  brigade.    The  perfon  who  furniflied  the  cloathing, 
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found  that  a  greater  qua&titj  of  cloth  was  neceflarj  for 
theniy  than  for  thofe  of  the  (buthem  counties,  numben 
being  equal. — The  people  are  much  difpofed  to  induflr^ 
in  the  Une  of  hufbandry.  We  have  no  mannfiftares. 
Thofe  who  are  fond  of  a  military  life,  have  a  prediledioa 
to  the  Coldfiream  Regiment  of  Guards. — ^The  number  of 
ale-houfes  have  the  worft  efieft  upon  the  people,  enconra- 
ging  almoft  every  fpeci^  of  vice. — ^The^  language  is  di- 
(tinguifliable  from  that  fpokcn  on  the  other  fide  of  Tweed, 
by  the  foft  found  of  the  letter  R.  From  that  river  fouth- 
ward,  as  £60*  I  believe  as  Yorklhire,  the  people  nniverially 
annex  a  guttural  found  to  the  letter  R,  which  in  fome 
places  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Berwick  burrb^i^^lht 
names  of  one  or  two  places  in  the  parilh  are  derived  from 
the  Latin,  as  Hzm^cbefter  and  Lares-cvohj  the  grounds  of 
which  lie  contiguous.  £il-chefter  and  Row-chefter,  in  the 
neighbouring  parifli  of  Ecdes,  are  of  the  fame  derivation. 
The  word  "  Law"  annexed  to  the  name  of  fo  lAany  pla- 
ces in  the  parifli,  attefis,  that  it  had  belonged  to  the  king- 
dom of  Northumberland  during  the  Heptarchy  \  as  Hirfel- 
Jaw^  Caftlc-law,  Spy -law,  Carter-law,  &c. 
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NUMBER    LVl. 


fARISH    or    LOGIE    BUCHAN. 
(county   of    ABERDEEN. ) 

By  the  Rev,  Mr  Wi^I'Iam  Patersov. 


Name^  Situatioftf  Surface  and  SoiL 

J  Oofi  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic  -,  and  is  laid  to  fignify 
**  a  low  Ijring  place."  The  pariih  is  called  Logie 
Bucbafij  probably  to  diftiogaiih  it  from  other  parifhes, 
called  Logie  in  this  county,  fuch  .as  Logie  Mar  and  Logie 
Domo.  It  is  iituated  in  the  prefbytery  of  EUon,  and 
Synod  of  Aberdeen.  The  river  Ythan  interfefb  it  pretty 
pearly  in  the  middle.  The  parifli  extends  from  the  chnrch 
upon  the  S.  fide  of  the  river  to  the  S.  W.  about  4  Eng- 
lifli  miles,  but  is  not  above  a  mile  broad.  On  the  N.  fide 
of  the  river,  it  extends  about  3  miles,  and  in  general  is 
from  zj-  to  2  SEiiles  in  breadth.  That  part  of  the  parifii 
which  lies  cm  the  N.  fide  of  the  river,  is  in  the  diftrifi  of 
Suchan ;  that  on  the  S.  fide,  is  in  the  diftrift  of  Formar- 
tin.  On  the  N.  of  the  river,  it  is  bounded  by  the  parifii 
of  Slains  on  the  E. ;  by  Cruden  on  the  N.  \  and  by  Ellon 
aa  the  W.  On  the  S.  of  the  river,  it  is  bounded  by  Fo- 
yeran  oq  the  S.  \  Udny  on  the  W.  \  and  Ellon  on  the  N.  W. 
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The  fiu&ce  is  prettj  flat,  with  ibme  ijifing  groands  in  it, 
but  none  that  can  properly  be  called  a  hill,  or  which  are 
not  arable  and  improvable.  The  ibil  in  general  is  fer- 
tile, but  more  barren  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  than  far- 
ther removed  from  it  \  and  the  river  Ythan,  I  believe,  is 
pretty  Angular  in  this,  that  its  banks,  daring  the  whole 
courfe  of  it,  are  barren,  rocky,  and  covered  with  heath, 
(a  few  finall  haughs  excepted),  even  in  a  fertile  country 
where  heath  is  very  fcarce*  On  the  N.  fide  of  the  river, 
the  foil  b  in  general  a  rich  loam  on  •  clay  bottom,  or  n 
llrong  red  clay,  which,  in  feafons  that  are  neidier  too  wet 
nor  too  dry,  yields  a  rich  crop,  but  it  often  fails.  On  the 
S.  fide  of  the  river,  the  foil  for  more  than  a  mile  to  the 
S.  and  W.  is  light  and  bkck,  on  a  gravelly  or  rocky  bot- 
tom ;  but  as  you  advance  to  the  wefiward,  it  becomes  a 
rich  loam,  and  in  fome  places  a  ftroQg  imm^ageable  red 
day. 

iZiW.^ Ythan  is  the  only  river  in  this  parifli ;  it  pro- 
duces falmon,  the  common  bum  trout,  the  blmoa  trout, 
and  the  finnack.  The  firft  is  in  feafon  in  fpiing,  and  the 
two  latter  in  Auguft ;  it  produces  alfo  eels  and  fioondeis, 
which  are  highly  efteemed.  Near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
there  is  a  very  fine  bed  of  mufcles  and  cockles,  which  fiip- 
plies  the  neighbouring  country,  the  town  of  Aberdeen, 
and  alfo  the  fifliers  of  the  whole  Buchan  coft  with  bait. 
The  mufcles,  about  12  years  ago,  were  fold  at  4  d.  the 
peck  on  the  fpot  \  but  the  prefent  uckfinan  raifed  them  to 
6  d.  and  this  fpring  to  7  d.  which  bears  vtxj  hard  upoQ 
the  fiihers,  who  mufl  pay  at  that  rate,  or  L.  i  yearly  fxxr 
each  man  or  boy  who  goes  out  to  fea  \  and  they  are  un- 
der the  necefiity  of  complying  with  his  demands,  however 
unreafonable,  as  no  fubfUtute  has  ever  yet  been  difcovered, 
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which  can  ahfwer  the  porpoTe  of  bait.  The  mufcles  are 
in  feafon  from  September  to  AprQ ;  but  as  the  mufcle 
bed  lies  in  the  parifh  of  Foveran,  I  fliall  add  no  more  op-  ' 
on  the  fubjeft,  as  it  will  perhaps  be  onlj  anticipating  what 
may  be  faid  more  properly  in  the  account  of  that  pariih. 
The  ialmon  fell  in  the  beginning  of  the  feafon  at  6  d.  the 
lb.  and  as  the  feafon  advances,  they  fall  to  4  d.  3  d.  and 
even  to  2\  d.  if  they  are  plentiful. — The  ihells,  which  con- 
tains pearl,  are  pretty  often  found  in  this  river.  I  have 
not  indeed  heard  of  any  pearls  having  been  found  in  them 
for  thefe  16  or  17  years;  but  I  am  informed  from  good 
authority,  that  a  few  years  before  that,  feveral  were  got 
by  people  keeping  cattle  upon  the  water  fide,  and  that 
fome  of  thefe  were  of  coniiderable  value.  A  circumftance 
has  come  to  my  knowledge  within  thefe  few  days,  which 
fliews,  that  the  pearl  fiOiery  of  this  river  was  confidered 
as  an  objed.of  greater  value  fome  time  ago,  than  it  has 
been  for  thefe  feveral  years  paft  ;  namely,  that  one  of  the 
predeceffors  of  Mr  Bucban  of  Auchmacoy  had  obtained 
a  patent  for  it ;  and  in  the  lift  of  unprinted  zQs  of  ift 
Parliament  of  Charles  I.  anno  1633,  there  is  an  ad,  *'  re- 
*'  pealing  the  patent  for  the  pearl  fiihery,  granted  to  Ro- 
**  bert  Buchan."  Ythan  is  not  a  large  river,  but  the  tide 
flows  for  more  than  4  miles  up,  and  is  navigable  to  fmall 
craft  for  more  than  3,  which  is  a  great  accommodation 
to  the  neighbouring  country.  About  half  a  mile  below 
this  church,  the  tide  flows  out  into  a  broad  bafon,  and 
coven  a  piece  of  land  to  the  extent  of  90  acres^  called  the 
Sleek  of  Tartie  ;  part  of  the  farlkcc  is  green,  and  produ- 
ces a  fine  ihort  grais,  which  is  very  fattening  both  for 
black  cattle  and  horfes.  The  foil  b  mixed  with  ihelk, 
and  the  farmers  niie  it  as  a  manure  with  great  advantage  ; 
they  lay  it  on,  and  fpread  it  on  the  ground  in  aufumn 
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and  wintery  and  plough  it  down  in  the  fpringy  and  by  this 
manure  alone,  I  have  feen  good  crops  of  bear  rai&d  on 
poor  outfield  ground.  Perhaps,  hj  raifing  a  proper  dike 
along  the  natural  courfe  of  the  rirer,  the  tide  might  be 
prevented  from  overflowing  this  fpace,  and  bj  this  means 
a  valuable  piece  of  ground  might  be  gained  to  the  pro* 
prietor ;  the  channel  of  the  river  might  be  deepened,  and 
rendered  navigable  to  larger  ve0els. 

Produce  and  State  of  Improvements, — Oats  and  bear  are 
almoft  the  only  produ£tions.  A  few  years  ago,  one  of 
the  proprietors  built  a  lint-mUl,  fince  which  time,  the  in- 
habitants have  begun  to  cultivate  flax ;  but  as  they  are 
not  fufiiciently  acquainted  with  the  proper  mode  of  ma- 
naging this  ufefiil  crop,  it  is  not  yet  cultivated  to  that  ex- 
tent to  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  fooo  arrive. 
Improvements  in  agriculture  may  be  faid  to  be  here  only 
in  their  infancy.  From  the  eafy  accels  which  the  fiu-- 
mers  have  to  lime,  by  means  of  the  Ythan  being  navi. 
gaUe,  it  has  been  ufed  as  a  manure  for  more  than  20 
years  pad ;  but  for  want  of  a  proper  check  in  the  mode  of 
cropping,  after  ufing  this  manure,  they  at  firft  rather  ex- 
haufled  than  improved  their  fields  by  it.  They  are,  how- 
ever, beginning  to  fee  the  impropriety  of  this  prafiice  ^ 
but  they  ilil],  for  moft  part,  take  3  crops  of  grain  after 
liming,  then  a  green  crop,  either  turnip  or  peas,  and  then 
bear  with  grafs  feeds.  This  mode  of  cropping,  although 
better  than  what  was  formerly  adopted  in  this  comer  of 
the  country,  would  perhaps  be  reprobated  by  good  far- 
mers ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  in  a  few  years,  oar  far* 
mers  will  be  brought  to  crop  their  fields,  in  a  manner  IcSs 
hurtful  to  the  foil,  an4  more  beneficial  to  their  landlords, 
and  themfelves.    The  fhortneis  of  the  kafes  that  are  com.^ 
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inbtily  graiited  in  this  part  of  the  countrj,  muft  be  men* 
tioned  as  one  great  bar  to  the  improvement  of  it.  There 
ire  a  few  inftances  of  prettj  long  leafes  granted  lately ; 
and  as  mtA  of  the  proprietors  profels  their  readineis  to 
give  longer  leafes  when  good  tenants  offer,  I  hope  this 
great  obftacle  to  improvements  in  agriculture  will  be  re- 
moved. There  are  few  ibeep  \  and  although  of  late  years 
the  high  prices  of  black  cattle  have  induced  the  fiumers 
to  breed  more  of  them  than  the  j  did  former]  j,  jet  grain 
shay  be  (aid  to  be  the  ftaple  commodity ;  of  which  we  al* 
ways  raife  a  great  deal  more  than  is  confumed  in  the  pa* 
nib.  A  ooniiderable  quantity  is  every  year  £ent  to  the 
Aberdeen  market,  and  exported  from  the  Ythan,  when 
there  b  any  demand  from  abroad,  or  from  difiant  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  There  are  62  ploughs  \  that  moft  general* 
ly  in  ufe  is  the  old  Scots  plough  :  feveral  people  are  get- 
ting ploughs  of  a  more  improved  conflru6lion.  Perfonal 
iervices  by  the  tenants  to  the  landlords  are  entirely  abo- 
liihed  here.  Subtenants  continue  to  pay  fome  ferf^ces  to 
the  principal  tackfman  \  but  it  is  generally  6  days  only  in 
the  year,  for  aiDfting  at  calling  their  peats^  and  building 
their  fold  fences^ 

Rents  and  Si%e  of  Farms. — ^The  valued  rent  is  L.  375X9 
r3S.  4d.  Scots;  the  real  rent  may  be  about  L.  1500 
Sterling.  The  general  rent  of  infield  ground  is  i  j  s.  or 
x6s.  the  acre,  although  fome  of  it  is  fet  at  L.  x  and  up* 
wards }  good  outfield  fets  for  6  s.  or  7  s.  and  poor  outfield 
from  a  s.  6  d.  to  5  s.  The  file  of  the  farms  is  various : 
There  are  3  farms  which  contain  upwards  of  300  acres } 
but  two  of  thefe  are  fet  off  by  the  tenants  in  froaller 
£u:ms,  and  they  do  not  occupy  above  one  half  of  them. 
The  general  fize  of  the  oAer  farms  may  be  about  X20  or 
100,  and  fome  from  6q  to  80  acres. 
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Roads  and  Bru^is.-^Tlie  roads  have  btea  made  bj  fl»^ 
tute-IabooTy  aad  are  (till  kept  in  repair  by  the  fame  means. 
I  will  not  faj  tbat  the  ftatute-bbour  is  not  fuffiaient  for 
this  purpole,  but  in  the  remifs  manner  in  which  it  is  ex* 
afted  and  executed,  it  is  by  no  means  foffident  for  keep- 
ing them  in  proper  repair ;  and  it  is  prettj  certain,  that 
much  more  work  might  be  earried  on  by  commuting  it« 
even  at  the  low  rate  at  which  the  law  fixes  it,  of  x  s.  6  d« 
eacb  man  for  the  feafoo.  I  beHcTe  an  ad  of  Parliametit» 
obliging,  the  country  people  to  pay  money  ia  place  of 
woiking,  would  be  a  moft  eflential  fervice  to  the  country. 
It  is  doing  the  gentlemen,  in  thb  comer,  no  more  tliaa 
jufiice  to  (ay,  that  they  have  of  late  been  very  attentive, 
and  at  confiderable  expence  in  bttil£ng  bridges;  and 
there  is  great  reafon  to  think,  that  in  a  few  years,  bridges 
wilt  be  erefted  in  every  place  where  there  is  any  necef* 
fity  for  them* 

•  Po/dte/oif. -^According  to  Dr  Webfter*^  report,  40  or 
50  years  ago,  the  aambera  were  575.  At  prefent,  (1791), 
there  are  exa^y  538  foulS)  of  whom  2B4  are  males,  and 
934  fcmales*  Upon  an  avemge  of  10  years,  there  have 
been  10  births,  and  5  marriages  yearly.  As  there  is  no  re»' 
gifter  of  burials  kept,  I  cannot  afcertain  the  number ;  but, 
from  the  bed  accounts,  I  fuppofe  there  are  about  7  yearly 
at  aa  average.  The  popuTatxon  of  this  parilh  is  much  the 
iame  now,  as  it  has  been  For  thefe  many  years  paft«  In- 
deed,  after  the  year  1781,  the  number  of  inhabitants  de- 
creafed  about  40  or  50,  owing  to  fome  farms  becoming  va- 
cant, after  that  calamitous  period ;  but  thefe  are  now  occo* 
pied  by  new  tenants.  A  Seceding  meeting-houfe  was  built 
within  this  parilh  laiF  fummer,  but  there  are  only  2  fiunifies 
of  profeflcd  Seceders  in  it.  There  are  alfo  2  fiimiHfs  of 
Epifcopalians* 
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"Stipends  School^  PooTf  A'C— -The  fiving  confifts  of  5  chal- 
^itrs  of  viftaal,  half  meal,  half  bear,  L.  24,  8  s.  Sterling, 
and  a  glebe  of  about  5  acres.  The  prefent  manfe  was  built 
m  X775y  ^^  ^^^  church  in  1787.  There  are  7  heritors, 
of  whom  only  Mr  Buchan  of  Aucbmacoj,  the  patron,  re- 
fides  in  it.— As  this  parifli  is  divided  by  the  Ythan,  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned,  fcholars  could  not  eafilj  pals  the 
river  to  a  fchool  fituated  on  aaj  one  fide  of  it.  Many 
years  ago,  therefore,  a  Ichoolmafter  was  placed  on  each 
fide  of  the  water,  and  the  lalary,  which  is  only  zoo  merks 
Scots,  and  the  other  perqmfites,  were  equally  divided  be- 
tween them.  But  fi'om  this  divifion  of  the  emoluments, 
which  was  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pariih, 
both  fides  of  the  water  are  in  fadl  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  a  Ichoolmafter;  the  encouragement  being  fo  fmall,  that 
ao  perfon  qualified  for  teadiing,  can  accept  of  it.— There 
is  no  parochial  fund  far  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  except  the 
weekly  colledions,  which  amount,  upon  an  average,  to  a- 
bottt  L.  12  Sterling  yearly ;  and  even  this  fmall  fum  is 
fiifficient  for  the  poor,  as  I  have  feldom  known  the  num- 
ber on  the  roll  to  exceed  5  or  6.— There  is  only  z  alehoolby 
kept  at  the  lint-mill,  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  who 
bring  their  fint  from  a  diftance,  to  be  drefled  at  it. 

jfdvantages  and  Difadvotttages. — ^Among  the  advantages 
of  this  parifii,  may  be  mentioned,  that  the  foil  in  general 
is  very  improvable.  I  do  not  fuppofe  there  ar;e  20  acres 
in  the  whole  parifli,  that  may  not  be  improved  to  advan- 
tage, confidering  the  eafy  acceis  that  there  is  to  lime,  by 
means  of  the  Ythan,  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  parifli 
not  having  above  4  Englifli  miles  of  land  carriage.  The 
navigation  of  this  river  alfo  affords  eafy  acceis  to  coals  for 
fuel,  which  is  a  matter  of  the  ntmoft  importance  to  this 
^ariflii  as  there  is  no  mois  in  it,  and  the  mofles  in  the  neigh- 
bouring 
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bottring  pariflies,  from  which  thej  get  their  peats,  Vf 
pretty  much  ezfaaufted.  This  readilj  fuggeflsy  that  taking 
the  dut  J  off  the  coal  would  be  a  great  means  of  meliorating 
the  condition  of  the  inhabitants ;  as,  in  that  cafe,  thej  Wbold 
not  only  have  fuel  at  a  cheaper  rate,  but  would  have  it  in 
their  power  to  employ  that  time  in  improving  their  &rms, 
which  is  at  prefent  neceflarily  occupied  in  providing  their 
peats,  which  in  general  employs  a  good  part  of  their  inm- 
mer  work,  both  of  themfelves  and  their  horfes.  Confider- 
ing  the  eafy  accels  that  there  is  to  coals,  I  think  I  need  not 
mention  the  fcarcity  of  mofs  as  a  diladvantage  to  this  pa- 
rifli ;  becaufe,  if  thefe  circumfbnccs  would  induce  them  to 
make  ufe  of  coals  wholly  for  fuel,  it  would,  upon  the 
whole,  be  for  their  advantage.*— It  may  alfo  be  added,  that 
giving  them  longer  leafes,  and  fuiuble  encouragement  for 
inclofing  their  farms,  would  be  another  mean  of  bettering 
their  condition,  by  es^citing  a  fpirit  of  im|irovement* 
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NUMBER    LVn. 

PARISH    or    GLENHOLV, 
(county  of  PEEBLES.) 

Bj  th*  RtV'  Mr  BsftKAXS  Haidax, 

^ i 

I      — — ■  — — — — I*— ^—1 ■^W^^»»T«  - 

THIS  pariih  feens  to  derive  its  name  from  the  nature 
and  form  of  the  fpot ;  the  moft  confiderable  part  of 
it  being  a  glen  or  firath,  through  which  a  (mall  liver  runsy 
having  fome  fiat  grounds  along  the  river  fide,  which 
grounds  are  commonlj  called  holms.— -It  is  fituated  in  ai| 
inland  country,  diflant  from  Peebles,  the  county  town,  &• 
boat  12  miles  S.  W.;  in  the  prefl>ytery  of  Biggar,  and 
Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale.  It  was  anciently  a  ow 
zacy,  pertaining  to  the  parfonage  of  Stobo ;  when  prefl>y« 
tery  was  eftabliflied,  it  was  comprehended  in  the  prefl>ytery 
of  Peebles,  and  afterwards  was  joined  to  that  of  Biggar. 
The  poft  road  to  Dumfries  runs  through  the  lower  part  of 
this  parifli.  On  the  road  here,  at  the  diftance  of  18  mtlet 
from  Edinburgh,  in  the  opening  of  a  ftrath,  .about  a  mile 
in  breadth,  is  a  fioudl  river,  called  Hdhn's  water,  croflmg  the 
road,  which  comes  down  between  two  ridges  of  hiUy  ground* 
The  afrent  of  the  hilly  ground  on  both  fides  the  water  ia 
pafy  and  gradual,  for  a  mile  above  the  churchy  on  the  fidee 
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«f  the  braes  and  flats  along  the  water,  there  is  arabk 
ground,  which  produces  very  good  grain ;  the  higher  parts 
are  a  mixture  of  green  and  heath  \  but  the  tops  of  the  hills 
are  generally  heath.  The  firath  becomes  narrower,  and 
terminates  in  a  high  hill,  which  feparates  tins  paiilh  from 
that  of  Guitar.  In  the  lower  end  of  the^parilh,  where  the 
liver  .crofles  the  high  road,  the  country  opens  to  the  nordi 
eaft  on  both  fides.  This  parilh  hath  alfo  a  confiderabk  ex- 
tent from  north  to  fouth  \  it  begins  about  |  of  a  mile  north 
from  Holm*8  water,  and  runs  fouth  almig  the  Dumfries 
road  upwards  of  4  miles,  3  of  which  are  upon  the  banks  of 
Tweed.  By  fiir  the  greateft  part  is  iheep  pafture ;  the  a^ 
rable  ground  is  generally  of  a  loofe  and  (harp  foil,  of  a 
moderate  depth,  and  in  the  fpots  that  are  heft  cultivated, 
the  crops  ar€  ftrong  and  very  produdive.  As  this  country 
is  high  and  hilly,  the  air  is  damp,  impregnated  with  va- 
pour; mifta  frequently  hover  about  the  tops  of  the  hiOs^ 
the  clouds  are  often  intercepted  in  their  courie,  by  the  hills 
at  the  head  of  this  ftnth,  and  brought  down,  fo  that  we 
have  more  frequent  rains  than  in  the  low  country :  hence 
it  is  often  a  wet  day  at  the  head  of  this  water,  when  it  is 
dry  weather  in  the  lower  end  of  the  parilh  ;  but  notwidi- 
•ftanding  dampneis  is  the  general  quality  of  the  air  in  this 
place,  there  have  been  fealbns  when  it  has  fuflfered  ieveiely 
through  drought.  Colds  and  rheumatifms  feem  to  be  the 
prevailing  diAempen.  There  is  a  flate  quarry,  which  con- 
tinued for  many  years  to  be  wrought,  but  was  fbrne  time 
ago  given  up.  There  is  alfo  a  limeiione  quarry,  which 
provides  the  farmers  in  this  neighbourhood  with  lime  tac 
improving  their  land. 

Pofulaiion.'^'n^ht  numbers,  according  to  DrWebfier'a 
teport,  40  or  jo  years  ago,  were  392.  The  population  ap- 
j^eaxs  to  have  been  greater  formerly  than  now*  as  the 
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grounds  were  then  parcelled  out  in  fmalkr  pofleffions;  and 
this  is  generally  the  cafe  throughout  this  country,  tfpeciallj 
with  refpeft  to  the  (heep  farms,  as  the  management  of  n 
Iheep  farm  does  not  require  fuch  a  confiaot  fuperintendance 
as  renders  the  refidence  of  the  poileflbr  to  be  neceflary  ; 
hence  there  are  many  infiances  of  one  fiirmer  holding  fe* 
vend  £urmS|  and  Some  of  them  at  a  confiderable  difianc^ 
from  the  place  of  his  refidence.  One  confequence  of  thia 
pradice  is,  that  in  this  way,  a  iheep  farm  will  let  at  a  high- 
er rate  than  otherwife,  as  the  fupport  of  thb  family 
is  not  to  depend  wholly  on  the  profits  of  that  one  farm* 
At  prefent  there  are  300  fouls :  was  the  account  to  be  taken 
in  the  fummer  feafon,  it  would  amount  to  fome  more^ 
by  the  additional  number  of  maid  fervants,  hired  for  the 
purpofe  of  milking  ewes,  and  an  addition  of  herds.  Of 
the  above  300,  X35  are  males,  16 j  are  females,  76  are  un- 
der the  age  of  lo,  72  are  from  10  to  20.  The  annual  a- 
verage  of  births  is  9*  So  £ur  as  can  be  colle£led  from  ob- 
fervation,  the  annual  average  of  deaths  is  3  or  4  at  moiL 
The  annual  average  of  marriages  is  2.  There  are  xo  ban- 
dicraftfimen,  42  male  fervants,  24  female,  3  ftudents  at  the 
Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  14  Scceders,  2  perfons  who  were 
bom  in  Jamaica,  158  who  were  bom  in  other  pariihes  i» 
Scotland,  44  married  men,  including  widowers,  and  iS 
bachelors,  reckoning  them  from  20  years  and  upwards* 
Marriages  have  produced  4  children  at  an  average :  none 
have  been  obliged  to  leave  the  parifli  for  want  of  employ- 
ment.   There  are  55  inhabited  houfes.. 

jtgricubun^lSc. — ^ThehndrentisatleaftL^iooo.  T*here 
are  about  5000  fheep,  150  black  cattle,  60  horfes,  340  bolU 
of  grain  fown,  50  acres  in  fbwn  grais,  28  acres  in  turnip, 
a  part  of  which  are  allotted  for  flieep  to  pafture  on,  and 
part  to  fatten  cattle  for  the  butcher,  with  14  acres  of  pota- 
toes.   The  pariih  is  able  to  fnpply  itfelf  with  pmvifions* 
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There  is  feme  gnin  yearly  eacported,  bat  lels  than  bftmtt^ 
Ijy  the  grounds  being  more  in  paftnre.  About  50  fcore  of 
fteep  are  yearly  exported  for  the  butcher.  The  time  of 
lowing  is  in  the  firft'  good  weather  in  March,  and  the  ordi- 
nary time  of  reaping  is  in  September.  There  was  ancient- 
ly a  confiderable  extent  of  iheep  ground  at  the  head  of  the 
pariih,  which  was  common  to  moft  of  the  heritors,  but  was 
fome  years  ago  divided.  There  are  12  ploughs,  generally 
of  the  Scotch  kind ;  36  carts.  Befides  the  refiding  heri- 
tors, who  &rm  moft  of  their  lands,  therk  are  6  tenants,  and 
3  or  4  very  fmall  ones.  There  are  2  Bifadvantages  this 
place  labours  under.  From  its  fituation,  the  crops  are  often 
hurt  by  the  early  frofts  in  autumn.  Sometimes  the  firoft 
will  touch  the  crop  in  the  month  of  Augnil.  In  that  fiea- 
fon,  the  hoar  firoft  will  fometimes  hover  as  a  mift  over  the 
low  damp  groimds,  and  the  crops  in  thofe  tracks  are  more 
or  Ids  hurt.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  in  a  field  of  pota- 
toes, growing  in  a  declivity,  that  on  the  fame  ridge  of  po- 
tatoes, in  the  lower  end,  the  leaves  would  be  blackened 
with  the  froft,  while  in  the  upper  end,  they  have  remained 
in  their  proper  verdure.  The  loffes  to  which  the  crops 
are  liable  through  frofts,  as  well  as  the  advanced  price  of 
labour,  are  inducing  fome  to  turn  their  grounds  more  into 
pafiure.  Another  difadvantage,  is  the  great  diftance  from 
coal,  which  is  no  lefs  than  14  or  15  miles,  and  the  labour 
of  driving  home  fuel  gives  a  great  interruption  to  the  ope* 

rations  of  hulbandry. 

« 

Stipend^  Schoolf  Poor.— The  value  of  the  living  is  abont  L.  70 
a-year,including2chaldersof  meal,and  ichalderof  bear.  The 
glebe  is  about  6  acres,  very  good  in  quality;  the  inconvenience 
arifing  from  the  fmalhiefs  of  the  glebe,  is  in  fome  meafure 
temcdiedi  by  the  incumbent's  renting  a  (maU  farm  of  arable 

ground* 
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grounds  The  patroa  is  the  Duke  of  Qpeenfberrj.  There 
are  8  heritors,  of  whom  3  refide. — The  fidary  of  the  Ichool^ 
snafter  is  100  mcrks  Soots,  which  is  the  minimum  ap* 
pcnnted  by  law.  Fees  for  teaching,  are  zs.  the  quarter  for 
reading,  and  2s«  6d.  for  writing  and  arithmetic.  The 
number  of  fcholars  has  been  between  20  and  30.  The 
iaiary  and  emoluments  do  not  amount  to  the  value  of  a  la- 
bouring fervant's  wages  and  board ;  and  hence  the  pre&nt 
iSioolmafter,  finding  his  income  quite  infufficient  for  the 
fupport  of  his  family,  has  had  recourle  to  Ihopkeeping,  and 
this  has  created  a  prejudice  againft  the  fehool,  and  made 
feveral  averfe  from  fending  their  children  to  it,  apprehend- 
ing that  the  courfe  of  teaching  will  be  much  interrupted  b/ 
Che  bufineis  of  the  Ihop,  which  has  greatly  reduced  the 
number  of  fcholars,  whereby  the  education  of  the  youth  in 
this  place  fuftains  a  lob  that  is  to  be  regretted.-A-The  num- 
1>er  of  the  poor  has  been  fometimes  4,  fometimes  3,  or  a,  ft 
prefent  there  is  only  one  who  is  fupplied  regularly  once  a* 
week,  and  other  two  who  receive  occafionally.  The  an« 
nual  average  of  the  coUedions  is  about  L.  6,  xos.  It  is  a 
lois  to  the  poor  funds  here,  that  the  mod  opulent  of  the  he- 
ritors do  not  refide.  And  though  indeed  the  law  makes  a 
provifion  by  afleffinents,  in  the  cafe  of  the  coUe^ons  be- 
coming deficient ;  yet  the  refidenters  in  the  parifli  would 
reckon  it  a  hardihip  to  be  equally  involved  in  an  aiTefirnent 
with  the  non-refiSing  heritors,  notwithflanding  they  eon* 
tribute  by  their  weekly  coUedions.  At  the  fame  time  it 
muft  be  owned,  to  the  honour  of  both  refiding  and  non-re- 
fiding  heritors,  that  in  winter  1782  and  1783,  when  there 
was  extraordinary  oocafion  of  attending  to  the  poor,  they 
very  genctonfly  contributed  a  fum  to  porchafe  meal. 

PriceSf  Wages^  and  FirrA— Tie  price  of  provifions  is 
nearly  Ae  fiune  with  that  of  Edinburgh  market.^The 
wages  of  labourers  in  bofbandry  are  generally  8  d.  a^day 
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tnd  tbeir  meat,  ind  i  a.  without  Amt  iitMt;    Tbe 

t)f  a  male  fervant  axe  L.  6  a-jear.    The  wages  of  a  female 

iervant  are  L.  i,  5  a*  in  the  winter  half  year,  ami  L«  2  in  the 

fummer  half  jear.    Thit  teafba  whj  the  fummer  wages  db 

fo  much  exceed  the  winCer,  is  ttie  kboor  of  the  ewes  milk'- 

ingy  which  is  reckoned  a  fevere  tnflt,  which  nothing  hot 

high  wages  can  induce  them  to  engage  in;  and  par(  of  thai 

wage  having  been  by  long  ufe  paid  in  wool,  the  rile  in  the 

price  of    that  commoditj  has  contributed  to  raiie  tfieir 

wages.-^With  refped  to  fuel,  abont  40  jears  ago  peat  was 

ahnoft  the  oidj  kind  of  fuel  diet  was  ufed  in  this  pariih, 

of  which  there  is  to'be  goe  verj  good  in  kind,  bat  at  a 

great  diftance,  on  the  top  of  deep  hilb,  and  difl&cult  of  ac- 

ceis;  and  hence  the  principal  inhabitants  have  entirely 

quitted  the  ufe  of  that  fpecies  of  fuel  for  many  years  pafi, 

and  find  they  cai^  more  eafily  provide  diemfelves  with 

ooab,  and  only  fiich  as  are  thirled  to  certain  mills,   (of 

which  there  are  a  in  Ae  pvifli),  do  eaft  a  few  on  thofe 

heights  for  the  purpofe  of  drying  theiv  grain  at  the  kih, 

which  they  are  obliged  to  fbmi(h  by  their  thirlage.     The 

cottagers  are  provided  with  a  kind  of  peat,  of  an  inferior 

quality,  which  are  to  be  found  in  low  damp  grounds,  near 

their  dwellings,  and  are  fuch  as  require  a  part  of  coal  to  be 

ufed  along  with  them.    The  coabare  brought  from  a  ^reat 

diftance ;  fome  from  Douglas,  which  is  reckoned  bcA  in 

quality,  and  is  about  14  or  15  miles  diftant ;  imd  fome  are 

brought  from  Carlop,  which  is  ibmewhat  nearer.    The 

price  is  I  s.  6d.  a  load,  the  load  being  x^ftone  Dutd^ 

weight. 

jiniiquiiiis. — ^Thcre  arc  in  the  parifli  remains  or  vcftigcs 
of  6  old  caiUes  or  towers,  which  were  inhabited  by  the  an- 
cient proprietors  of  the  grounds,  and  feem  to  have  been 

built 
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tpukiaftflcoagjnaaner^  ibr  dcfimcrag^ifdl  t|if  borderers, 
who  made  fine^i^nt  iocurfions  in  tboie  ds^^s.  Tt^ero  art 
▼cfiiges  of  wb^t  appear  Ul^e  ca?)pf,  iq  3  ieveral  plaae9} 
^ttt  ther^  is  no  tradiuoa  $oacen^a|[  thea|»  tp  i^w  whcthair 
^hfl^  have  been  eai:s»npinftAC»  in  time  of  affaial  war»  of 
have  bclfSiged  Xf^  a  cfaaio  of  watching  pofis,  to  cQavey  an 
alarm  from  one  part  of  the  countrj  to  another ;  for  tbej 
are  in  lofty  fitoatioos.— There  is  a  plain  by  the  fide  of 
Tweed,  on  which  there  are  feveral  mounts,  apparently  ar« 
tificial ;  on  one  of  them  there  was  an  appearance  of  feve^ 
ral  rifing  fpots  of  ground.  The  proprietor  had  the  curi- 
ofity  to  caufe  one  of  them  be  digged,  and  there  foimd  the 
Skeleton  of  a  man,  with  bracelets  on  his  arms  \  the  body 
was  mdoM.  in  a  ftone  building,  with  a  ftone  cover ;  and 
aigh  him  was  an  urn.  Another  was  alfb  opened  in  the 
fame  fpot,  where  they  found  the  remains  of  a  body,  greatly 
confumed. 

Poft-office. — ^The  conveyance  of  letters  to  this  pariih,  is 
Vy  the  ^oft-oi&ce  at  Bield,  which  is  7  miles  diftance.  It 
is  reckoned  that  this  pod-office  is  not  placed  in  the  moft 
favourable  fituation  for  accommodating  the  greater  part 
of  thofe  in  this  diftrifi,  who  have  frequent  correfpondence 
by  poll;  and  that  there  .is  a  public  houfe  in  this  parifh, 
on  the  poft-road,  to  which  the  opening  of  the  bag  might 
be  transferred  with  advantage,  viz.  Rachane  Mill.  At 
Bield  there  is  only  one  gentleman's  family,  and  the  mi- 
nifter ;  whereas  there  are  9  or  10  in  this  pariih  and  neigh* 
bourhood,  whom  a  poft-office  in  the  above  mentioned  place 
would  accommodate.  If  it  be  not  thought  proper  to  re- 
move the  poft-office  from  Bield,  there  ibould  be  allowed  a 
bajT  to  open  at  Rachane  Mill.  The  gentlemen  in  this  pa* 
tilh,  and  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  lately  joined  in  a 

petitioa 
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pcdttOD  to  the  poft-office  for  that  pnrpofis,  rgprefemiag  dm 
the  having  this  commodious  conveyance,  wooM  cacooraga 
filch  an  additional  number  of  letten  fent  bj  poft^  as  woold 
more  dian  defiraj  the  ezpence  that  woold  be  incnrred ;  and 
that,  if  it  flioold  not,  they  woold  bind  diemfelves  to  pay 
the  ^xtra  ezpence*    Bqt  their  appltcatioa  was  refil&d. 


MUlfc 
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NUMBER    LVIIL 

PARISH   or  FALKLANDr 
(county  of  fife.) 

By  tb$  Sip.  Mr  Akdrew  Browk, 

Namiy  Skuaiion^  ScU^  Surface^  \ic. 

npHE  ancient  name  of  the  pariih  was  Ki/gntrs  in  tka 
-^  Gaelic  language,  CuUgawm  is  the  *  hill  of  goats/  Ita 
tnodern  name  is  evidendj  taken  from  that  of  the  town,  or 
burgh,  and  probably  took  place  in  that  year  in  which  the 
church  was  tnmsferred  from  Kilgonr  to  Falkland^-*It  is  & 
mated  in  the  prefbyterj  of  Cupar,  and  Synod  of  Fife.  The 
contiguous  parifhes  are,  on  the  W.  Strathmiglo,  which  aUb^ 
by  a  narrow  ibip  of  land  ftretching  along  the  fontfa  fide  of 
Che  water  of  Eden,  feparates  it  from  Auchtermuchty,  and 
bounds  it  on  the  N.i  on  the  £.  Kettle  and  Markinch ;  and 
CHI  the  S.  Leflie  and  Portmoak.  It  is  of  a  regular  fomut 
and  approaches  nearly  to  a  fquare  of  about  10,000  acttSt 
Its  general  afped  is  not  unpleaiant.  On  die  N.  there  is  a 
eonfiderable  plain  or  flat,  called  the  Park  of  Falkland,  Ob^ 
tending  about  a  mile  and  an  half  fquare,  from  which  the 
inr&ce  gradually  rifes  to  that  hiUy  ridge  which  forms  the 
Lomonds.  That  ridge,  which  ^  the  fteepell,  a  little  weft 
pf  the  tovfi»  is  ikir(ed  with  forze,  above  which  it  prdents 
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a  beaatifiil  rerdiirc  at  all  feafons,  and  rifica  into  a  cooicai 
fammity  called  the  eaftern  Lomond.  On  the  eaftern  fide  of 
this  htU  the  rid^  gradually  flopes,  and  is  paitly  verdant 
and  partlj  heathj.  On  the  wefi  the  defcent  is  fieeper,  to 
the  gap  9r  openingwhicfa  feparatos  it  fr^m  the  w^flern  Lo- 
mondy  and  which  extends  above  a  mile  nearly  on  a  level 
Upon  the  northern  front  of  this  intermediate  fpace,  the 
eaftern  part  of  it,  which  fwells  beyond  the  line  of  the  ridge, 
rifes  in  4  tires  of  hills,  refembling  fo  many  fegments  of  a 
circle.  The  loweft  is  totaUy  oi»vo«Dd  with  a  ihort  heath, 
interfperfed  here  and  there  with  abrupt  and  rugged  maffes 
of  freeftone  rock.  It  is  well  named  the  Black  Hill.  From 
its  fummit,  w  you  approach  the  foot  of  the  fecond,  the  fur- 
face  becomes  verdant ;  but  the  face  of  the  hill,  which  is 
called  the  Stony  Fold»  is  covered  with  loofie  heaps  of  bine 
moor>ftone,  very  hard,  and  of  the  fineft  grit.  They  are 
feund.  in  various  fliap^  and  fi^es,  from  that  of  the  Imalkft 
piimi^gB,  to  themoft  folid  binding  mafies  employed  in 
huildtog«  The  fides  and  top  ef  this  hill  are  clothed  wi^ 
a.clefe  and  beauiifiU  vecdim,  from  which  it  is  nam^  the 
Oreea  Hill,  and  is  reckoned  fuperiv,  as  a  flieep  walk,  to 
all  the  (orrounding  pafiure.  Of  fimilar  £orm>  but  lei^  mag- 
liitnde^  are  the  two  remaining  UUsi  .by  which  you  rife  to 
Ihe  cooVBon  ridge  which  divides  the  Lomonds.  Tlieir 
grais,  too,  is  of  coarfer  quality  than  that  of  the  Gfeen  I£U, 
hot  ftill  very  fit  for  pafture.  The  w^Qarn  part  of  this  in- 
termediate fpace,  and.  which  is  divided  from  the  eafteni  by 
a  deep  ravine,  ftretches  from  the  circular  into  the  reduli- 
aeal  appearance ;  and  from  the  fifft  afoent,  which  is  higher, 
more  abnipt  and  broken,  tuns  to  d)t  f»mmit  of  the  ridge, 
ky  ikfee  di&ran^  afeents,  bearing  fome  refirmblance  to  ter- 
taee  walks  in  a  hiv^ging  garden.  FroA  the  fnmmit  of  the 
hiU  and  ridge,  die  foutbem  afpeft  has  little  variety,  but  a 
fraduat  and  unt&rm  dcibent^  till  it  jms  the  parishes  of 
t  Leilie 
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Leflie  said  t^octmoak^^-Tlie  foil|  as  ^ell  ad  the  fur&cei  b 
confiderably  diverfified.    Part  ib  of  a  light  brown  loain« 
BpoQ  a  red  bottom^  part  a  light  black  fand,  with  a  mixture 
of  mo&9  and  in  the  plain  or  flat  of  Falkland  Park,  already 
snentioQedy  pare  of  it  ib  barren  fimd  and  gravel,  covered 
vrith  (bort  heath  and  f arze,  bnt  a  greater  part  of  it  deep 
black  moisy  generated  from  the  oak  and  other  timber  which 
grew  there,  when  it  was  inclofed  for  a  hunting  park  to 
rojral  fportfmen,  fome  of  which  hath  been  cultivated  at 
great  expence,  and  the  reft  is  lykig  in  its  natural  ftale. 
That  track  of  land  which  extends  almoA  the  whole  length 
of  the  parifhy  from  weft  to,  eaft,  between  the  plain  and  the 
foot  of  the  eaftem  Lomond,  is  generally  of  deep  loam,  and 
aeeds  only  proper  culture  to  produce  both  fure  and  luxu- 
riant crops.     On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hill  .and  ridge,  the 
foil  is  fpungy  and  wet,  more  fit  itx  pafture  than  for  the 
plough.    About  one  half  of  the  parifli  may  be  confidered 
aa  paftnre-ground,  in  which  is  included  the  eafter  Lomond, 
and  that  part  of  the  weftem  which  lies  within  the  pariih, 
both  of  which  are  a  commonty  to  the  contiguous  heritors, 
and  the  town  of  Falkland.— The  air  is  of  a  middle  tempe- 
rature, rather  dry  than  moift,  particularly  abotU  the  town 
of  Falkland,  and  that  track  which  firetches  along  the  foot 
of  the  hill,  both  to  the  eaft  and  weft.   For,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  Lomonds  attraft  the  moift  vapours  floating  in  the  fur- 
rounding  atmofphere,  and  either  coUed  them  in  fogs  about 
their  head  and  flioulders,  or  conduft  them  along  their  range 
in  fliowers.     On  the  other  hand,  the  creeping  fogs  which 
fet  in  from  the  eaft,  more  frequently  in  fpring  and  autumn, 
attracted  by  the  water  of  Eden,  bterfefting  the  valley  be- 
tween Falkland  and  Auchtermuchty,  and  by  the  planting 
and  marihy  ground,  fettle  there,  and  leave  the  air  more  dry 
and  pure  on  the  rifing  ground,  or  that  part  of  the  pariih 
which  if  moft  populous.     In  general,  therefore,  the  inhabi- 
tants 
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tantf  tre  Ttfjr  health j.  Formerly,  thole  who  Itvri  on  ths 
low  groondB  are  laid  to  have  been  fiibjeft  to  agnifii  com* 
plaints,  which,  no  doubt,  arofe<  from  their  vidnitj  to  mob 
and  maHh,  and  the  ftagnation  of  water  from  the  overflow* 
ing  of  the  Eden,  which  fometimci  covered  a  great  part  of 
the  valley.  But  of  late  years,  the  mofles  and  maxihes  have 
been  much  drained,  and  in  this  nei^bourhood  the  Eden 
confined  within  its  banks,  by  a  new  flraight  cut  or  channel, 
and  the  aguiih  coiiplaints  are  leis  frequent.  From  the  Lo- 
monds,  on  all  fides,  ifloe  fprings  and  finall  fireaas  of  the 
poreft  and  moft  wholfome  water,  &  that  the  bhabitants  en- 
joy in  great  perfedion  that  necefiaxy  of  life,  and  moft  ialn> 
tary  beverage. 

The  Lomonds  are  the  only  hills  which  deferve  no* 
tice,  and  that  not  from  their  natural  magnitude,  hot 
their  relative  fituation  and  appearance.  As  being  the 
higheft  ground  of  the  county,  they  command  a  very  ezten- 
five  and  variegated  profpefi  into  many  neighbouring  and 
diftant  counties,  and  are  feen  by  travellers,  in  Come  direc- 
tions, at  a  very  great  difiance.  The  eaftem,  which  is  the 
moft  regular  and  beautiful,  is  (aid  to  be  about  550  yards 
above  the  level  of  the  plain  already  mentioned;  and 
where  it  is  moft  acceifible,  feems  to  have  been  fortified  near 
the  top,  with  a  deep  trench,  for  what  purpofe,  there  is  no 
record  or  tradition.  Very  near  the  higheft  part  of  the  hill, 
there  is  a  fmall  cavity,  about  a  foot  and  an  half  diameter, 
which,  in  rainy  weather,  colleds  fome  water,  and  is  called 
by  the  common  people  a  fpring  or  wdl,  but  by  fome  tra* 
vcUers  a  volcanic  crater ;  and  the  ftones  immediately  under 
the  northern  fummit,  though  common  to  the  whole  ridge, 
and  without  any  appearance  of  calcination  or  vitrification, 
are  carried  away  in  triumph,  and  exhibited  as  (jpecimens  of 
volcanic  lava  found  in  the  eaftem  Lomond.  The  weftern 
hill  is  confiderably  higher,  and  has  on  its  top  a  large  heap 
of  loofe  ftones,  or  a  cairn,  fuch  as  is  found  on  many  hilb 

and 
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an^  mountsdna  of,  Scotland.  On  the  eaftern  Lomond  is 
plenty  of  limeftone  rock,  a  few  feet  below,  and  in  fome 
places  very  near  the  furface,  and  eafily  wrought.  There 
are  alfo  ftrata  of  coal  of  very  good  quality,  but  not  yet  dif- 
covered  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  be  thought  worth  the  dig« 
ging,  efpecially  in  a  country  where  there  is  abundance  of 
fi^e  coal,  at  a  reafonable  rate,  in  the  neighbouring  parifliea 
of  Leflie  and  Markinch.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  fame 
hill,  too,  was  formerly  difcovered  a  lead-mine  of  very  rich 
ore ;  but  either  through  un0ulfulnela,  or  neCeiTity  of  circum- 
flance?,  given  up.  It  is  now  opened  again,  and, with  hope 
of  fiiccefs.  There  is  aHb  in  the  parifli,  particularly  on  the 
Lomond  hills,  plenty  of  fand,  and  moorfione  of  good  quo- 
HtyfoT  building,  and  ealily  got  at.  Marl  and  fiilkr's  earth 
daVe  been  difcovered,  but  in  (mail  quantities. 

Population.'^^h.cctrdMig  to  Df  Webfter's  reports,  the 
numbers  were  X7'9S-  In  the  parilh  at  pfefent  are  iipSi 
foub.  Of  thefe  937  are  in  the  town  of  Falkland,  120  in 
Ballinblae,  a  contiguous  village,  193  in  Newton,  another 
village,  476  in  Ffeuchie,  another  village,  and  472  in  what 
is  properly  the  country  part  of  the  parilh. 
Of  thefe  2S7  Males,  265  Fem.  from    i  to    10  years  of  age. 

2(74     ■■    ■    447     '   .•  from  20  to    50 

'39 '     ^5^ ^^^^  5°  to    70        . 

33 52 froto  70  to  100 
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in  a  (late  of  celibacy,  including  that  of  wldowlioot^,  are  304^ 
6f  whom  gx  are  males,  and  213  females,  reckoning .  the 
ftate  of  celibacy  from  25  years  of  age  and  upwards.  The 
prefent  nunibef  of  the  married,  and  of  thofe  In  a  {!ate  6i 
i^idowhood;  who  have  had  children,  is  464.  Of  thefe  have 
Vol.  IV.  3  K  beta 
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been  bom  2373  children,  fecond  marriages  included,  whicb 
is  5  to  each  fiamilj.  The  proportion  of  barren  to  prolific 
marriages,  is  as  i  to  31.  Of  the  Eftablifhed  Church  x86o, 
Seceders  338. 

The  annual  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  for  the  prece- 
ding 7  years,  from  1784  to  1790  inckfive,  are  as  follows* 


MaUs. 

Femalet: 

%t.  Births. 

Mar, 

Death. 

In  1784 

28 

49 

14 

36 

1785 

%6 

30 

x8 

29 

1786 

33 

55 

21 

33 

1787 

as 

49 

ifi 

29 

X788 

3* 

54 

la 

48 

1789 

30 

%6 

56 

II 

3» 

1790 

41 

38 

69 

20 

30 

The  annual  average  of  births  for  the  preceding  7  years,  is^ 
of  males  30,  of  females  14,  of  marriages  16,  and  of  deaths 
34.  The  proportion  between  the  annual  births  and  the 
whole  population,  is  as  3  to  122 ;  between  the  annual  mar- 
riages and  the  whole  population,  as  i  to  131,  and  between 
the  annual  deaths  and  the  whole  population,  as  i  to  61. 
Thefe  calculations  and  proportions  are  founded  on  the  pa^ 
riih  regifter,  and  according  to  it,  as  near  the  truth  as  whole 
numbers  wilP  admit.  But  the  regifter  of  annual  deaths  la 
not  pretended  to  be  nearly  accurate,  as  is  evident  from 
the  proportion  between  them  and  the  whole  population, 
which, «it  is  believed,  falls  confiderably  (hort  of  the  annual 
proportion  of  mankind  that  die,  even  in  the  moil  favour- 
able of  the  common  circumftances  of  human  life.  For 
many  years  the  pariih  of  Falkland  has  been  confidered  as 
Very  ftationary,  in  refpeft  of  population,  manufacture  and 
agriculture.  Of  late  it  has  made  fome  progrefs,  though 
ilow  and  gradual.    The  incrcafe  of  population  in  the  laft  7 

years 
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jears  is  x68y  uid  arifes  more  from  the  increafe  in  the  fa- 
0iilies,  than  from  that  of  their  number. 

ManufaBure. — ^In  the  pariflx  are  337  tradcfmen,  of  whom 
jo  are  apprentices.  Of  thefe  231  are  weavers,  45  Ihoe- 
makers,  22  tailors,  i%  mafons,  16  wrights,  including  wheel, 
plough,  cart,  wrights^  and  cabinet-makers,  of  the  lad  very  / 
few,  and  1 1  blackfmith3,  each  trade  including  its  propor* 
tion  of  apprentices.— The  weaving  of  coarfe  linen  is  the 
principal  branch  of  manufaAure,  and  that  is  principally  car- 
ried on  in  the  town  and  villages.  Suppofing  the  number 
of  looms  well  employed,  and  it  is  the  utmofl  that  can  be 
fuppofed,  200,  the  quantity  of  yarn  annually  manufac- 
tured, at  300  fpindles  to  each  loom,  is  60,000.  The  va- 
lue of  the  above  yarn,  manufactured  and  brought  to  mar- 
ket, at  3  s.  9  d.  the  fpindle,  is  L.  11,250  b  o 
A  complete  tradefman  will  weave  400  fpindle  in  the  year, 

which  at  9  d.  the  fpindle,  the  higheft  price 

given,  is  -  -  L.  15     o     o 

Dedud  for  winding  200  fpindles  woof,  at  i^d. 

the  fpindle,  -  -  150 

The  weaver's  wages  are  -  -  L.  13150 

The  markets  for  their  green  cloth  are  Auchtermuchty  and 
Cupar.  The  other  trades  do  little  more  than  fupply  the 
demands  of  the  inhabitants.  There  are  alfo  cloth-mer- 
dants  and  grocers,  fully  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the 
pbce. 

Agriculture. — ^Agriculture,  from  its  long  rude  ftate,  has 
of  late  years  made  fome  progrefs,  and  the  arable  part  of  the 
parifh  is  coniiderably  improved,  both  in  beauty  and  rich* 
fie&.  StiU,  however,  there  is  much  room  for  improve- 
merit.    That  (;reater  progrefs  has  not  been  made,  may  be 

accounted 
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accounted  for  firom  the  particular  ftate  of  Ihe  pariih.    The 
great  body  of  the  inhabitants  live  in  the  town  and  villages. 
Of  thefe  there  are  a  number  of  fmall  proprietors,  and  others 
97ho  farm  from  i  to  a,  3  or  4  acres,  for  convenience,  gene- 
rally tradefmen,  who  depend  upon  their  trade  for  the  fub- 
fiflence  of  their  families,  and  by  confequence  have  neither 
leifure  nor  ikill  to  manage  their  little  hrms  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage.   From  this  divifion  of  the  land,  about  the  town 
and  villages,  into  fmall  portions,  it  lies  unindofed  and  na« 
ked,  and  from  the  want  of  a  more  ikilful  ploughing  and  rota- 
tion of  crops,  though  well  manwed,  it  has  nciiher  that  beau- 
ty nor  richnefs,  to  which  its  foiFand  fituation  are  both  na- 
turally difpofed.     There  are  a  few  farms  of  from  a  to  3  and 
4  ploughs  in  the  parilb,  of  which  that  of  Falkland  Wood  or 
Park  is  the  moil  extenfive.    There  are  fome  indofures^ 
and  a  tafte  for  them  is  prevailing ;  but,  in  general,  the  land 
is  very  naked.     Oats  and  barley  are  the  prevailing  crops. 
Peas  and  turnip  are  railed  in  fmall  proportions.     Artificial 
gra£>,  as  clover  and  rye-grafs,  .begins  to  be  cultivated  with 
more  attention.    Flax  too  is  raifed,  and  in  fome  years  in 
confiderable  quantities.     The  whole  produce,  however,  is 
not  fufiicient  for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants.     The 
old  valuation  of  the  pariih,  as  it  {lands  in  the  oeis-books,  is 
L.  5824.     The  prefent  bears  a  proportion  to  the  increafed 
value  of  land.     The  farms,  from  the  various  quality  of  the 
foil,  are  very  diflferently  rented ;  but,  it  is  believed,  in  ge- 
neral moderately,  coniidexing  the  late  rife  of  rents.     That 
of  the  land  immediately  about  the  town  is  from  L.  a  to 
L.2,  xos.  the  acre.     The  price  of  labour  and  fervants 
wages  are,  as  in  the  country  in  general,  high.     The  day- 
labourer  has  icd.  in  winter,  and  is.  or  is.  ad.  in  fum- 
per.    Men  fervants  have  &om  L.  5  to  L.  7,  women  from 
!«.  2  to  L..3  wages. 
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Bmr^i  of  Faliand. — ^Falkland  was  eredled  into  a  tmrgU 
by  King  James  II.  in  the  year  1458.  The  preamble  to 
the  charter  of  ereAion  fiates»  as  reafons  of  granting  it,  the 
frequent  reiidence  of  the  Royal  Family  at  the  manor  of 
Falkland,  and  the  damage  and  inconvenience  fufiained  by 
the  many  prelates,  peers,  barons,  nobles,  and  others  of  their 
fubje&B,  who  came  to  their  country  feat,  for  want  of  inn- 
keepers and  viduallers.  This  charter  was  renewed  by 
King  James  VI.  in  the  year  1595.  In  this  charter  is  men- 
f  ioned  the  right  of  holding  a  weekly  market,  and  4  public 
markets  or  fairs,  yearly.  To  thefe  laft  have  been  added 
other  a  markets,  x  in  April,  called  the  Lintfeed-market, 
and  X  in  September,  called  the  Harvefl-market.  The  4  old 
markets  are  the  moll  frequented,  and  very  conliderable 
numbers  of  both  horfes  and  black  cattle  are  fold  and  bought 
at  them.  What  is  commonly  called  the  fet  of  the  burgh, 
is  as  follows.  There  are  3  bailies,  15  councillors,  of  whom 
I  is  treafurer,  and  a  clerk.  The  councillors  ele£t  them* 
felves  annually,  and  generally  continue  councillors  till  cho- 
fen  bailies.  The  bailies  are  chofen  by  a  majority  of  the 
councillors,  and  may  continue  as  long  as  that  majority 
plealeSk  No  old  bailie  is  ever  chofen  a  councillor,  and  can 
come  into  council  again  only  as  bailie.  The  revenue  of 
the  burgh  arifes  from  cuftom  at  markets,  landed  property, 
and  a  mill,  and  is,  communibus  annis^  from  L.  xoo  to 
L.  xxo,  exclufive  of  public  burdens  :  A  fum  which,  in  the 
hands  of  patriotifm  and  oeconomy,  might  be  turned  to  miLch 
public  good  in  fo  fmall  a  town.  It  has  not  altogether  been 
xnifapplied.  There  is  (me  monument  of  public  fpirit  in  die 
town,  a  plentiful  fupply  of  fine  water.  It  was  brought  in- 
to  it  in  the  year  1781.  The  expence  amounted  to  near 
Xi.  400.  Partiality  for  the  place  of  his  reiidence,  and  that 
fliare  of  credit  which  every  individual  naturally  aiTumes 
to  himfelf,  from  conne£lion  with  a  famed  public,  would  na« 

turally 
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torally  lead  a  writer  to  "wiQiy  that  he  coald  add  more  au 
ftances  of  public  fpirit  and  beneficence,  or  that,  by  a  conzlii 
of  An&  and  jadicions  ceconom^y  the  means  of  doing  good 
were  accumulating.  In  this  refpe&»  Falkland  claims  no 
diftinguiihed  fupef iorit/  to  fimilarlj  circumftanced  burghs, 
nor  is  it  perhaps  juftlj  chargeable  with  greater  degeneracy. 
It  onlj  adds  to  that  mafs  of  confideraiions  which  calls  alood 
for  borough  reformation.  Great  as  the  evil  is  of  the  want 
of  ceconomj,  or  the  mifmanageme&t  of  public  revenue,  it 
is  fmall,  compared  to  the  negleA  or  mifmanagement  of  pu- 
blic authority  and  power.  Magiftracy  is  highly  refpedable, 
and  will  aiwap  be  refpefted  by  every  man  of  fenfe»  and 
friend  to  the  public  weal.  It  is  more  particularly  fo  when 
it  is  contemplated,  as  defcending  from  the  fupreme,  to  eve- 
ry  fubprdinate  magilirate,  invefted  with  the  facred  majefiy 
of  public  law,  and  circumfcribed  by  the  rules  of  equal  ja« 
ftice.  But  where  office  is  not  decently  fupported,  it  were 
better  not  to  exift.  There  are  not  wanting,  in  oar  country, 
many  inftances  in  which  the  vigilance,  afiivity,  and  patrio- 
tifm  of  magiftrates  do  them  great  honour,  and  mark  them 
out  to  public  refped,  as  public  bleifings ;  at  the  fame  timci 
it  cannot  efcape  the  obfervation  of  partiality  itfelf,  that 
there  is  Ibmetimes  little  or  nothing  of  its  fpirit  to  be  found 
in  thofe  who  are  invefted  with  the  office.  There  is  a  na- 
tural difpofition  in  mankind,  to  refped  and  reverence  offi- 
cial authority  -,  but  when  it  is  degraded  by  office-bearers, 
the  contempt  and  irreverence  which  naturally  £dl  upon 
them,  defcend  to  their  office,  and  are  produdive  of  the 
mod  pernicious  confequences  to  the  great  body  of  thq 
peoplct 

Stipend^  School^  Poor^  i^c» — ^The  ftlpend  is  4  chaldcrs  of 
bear,  2  chalders  of  meal,  and  600  merks.  Befides,  there 
is  allowed  for  communion-elements  zoo  merks,  and  in  lieu 

of 
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^  a  manfe  and  glebe,  only  a  chalder  of  bear.  Mr  Saadi* 
lands  of  Nuthill  is  patron. — There  is  no  houfe  nor  garden 
for  the  fchoohnafler,  in  hiring  of  which,  his  legal  falary  of 
about  L.  6y  IDS.  is  nearly  exhaufted.  The  average  number 
of  his  fcholars  is  about  So,  of  whom  the  Imall  proportion 
that  read  Latin  and  arithmetic,  paj  only  2s.  6d.  the  quar* 
ter,  and  the  Englifli  fcholars  is.  6d.  Thefe,  with  the  per- 
quifites  ariiing  from  the  offices  of  feflion-clerk  and  precen- 
tor, confiitute  the  whole  of  his  emolument,  on  which  he  de- 
pends for  his  own  and  the  fubliflence  of  his  family.  His 
emoluments  not  admitting  of  an  af&ftant,  both  limits  the 
number  of  his  fcholars,  within  what  the  populoufnefs  of  the 
parifh  might  afford,  and  render  it  neceiTary  to  employ  o- 
tber  teachers  in  different  parts  of  the  pariffi.  To  thofe  who 
have  any  regard  for  the  education  and  right  principling  of 
the  common  people,  it  muft  appear  evident,  that  no  clafs 
of  men  are  of  more  importance  to  fociety,  or  more  defer- 
ving  of  patronage  than  fchoolmafters.  The  legal  provifion 
made  for  them,  was,  at  the  time,  adequate  to  the  obje£l  in 
_view,  and  the  happy  effeds  of  it  foon  were,  and  dill  are, 
confpicuous  in  our  country.  Education  was  univerfally 
diffufed.  The  loweft  claffes  of  the  people  were  taught  to 
read  the  fcriptures,  infiruAed  in  the  firft  principles  of  reli- 
gion and  morality,  and  thus  prepared  in  fchools  for  being 
further  enlightened  and  improved  by  the  theological  and  mo- 
ral Icftures  of  churches.  Hence  the  diftinguiflied  fuperiority 
of  the  common  people  of  Scotland  in  knowledge  and  fo- 
briety.  Parifh  fchools  have  hitherto  been  the  great  nuy- 
ieries  for  the  church,  and  many  other  learned  profeffion^. 
Xhere  many  men  of  ufefiilnefs  and  eminence  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  fociety,  have  received  thofe  rudi- 
ments of  literature  which  they  could  not  otberwife  have 
obtained,  but  to  the  great  lofs  of  fociety  and  of  their  coun- 
trjTi  muft  have  continued  blinded  with  the  common  mai% 

znd, 
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tndy  like  the  defert  rpfe,  wafted,  in  yain,  their  nncoith^ 
ted  fweetneis.  All  who  value  thefe  advantages^  and  wiftr 
to  fecure  them  to  their  country,  will  fee  the  necef&ty  of  in- 
terpofing,  for  the  greater  encouragement  of  that  order  of 
men,  on  whofe  abilities  and  fidelity  they  fo  much  depend.— 
Confidering  the  populoufneis  of  the  pariih,  and  the  town 
and  villages  which  are  in  it,  the  proportion  of  poor  is 
as  (mall  as  in  the  generality  of  pariihes  fimxlarly  circom- 
fianced.  Of  thofe  who  receive  regular  fupply,  the  annual 
average  is  about  15,  and  of  thofe  who  are  occafionallj  af- 
fifted  about  22.  The  funds  for  this  fupply  are,  the  week- 
ly colleftions  at  the  church-door,  the  yearly  rent  of  fome 
land,  the  intereft  of  a  fmall  fum  of  money,  perqtiifites  at 
marriages,  when  the  bride  is  of  the  pari(h,  and  at  burials, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  mohcloth  or  pall.  Thefe,  at  an  average 
of  the  laft  7  years,  amount  annually  to  about  L.  44,  of 
which  the  annual  collection  b  L.  24. 

Inns  and  AU-houfis. — ^The  market  for  every  thing  gene- 
rally bears  a  proportion  to  the  demand.  The  unfrequency 
of  travellers  by  the  way  of  Falkland,  efpecially  fince  the 
great  north  road  was  made  by  Kinro&  and  Queensferry, 
has  greatly  diminiflied  the  demand  for  inns.  Still,  how- 
ever, there  are  2  houfes  in  it  that  go  by  the  name  of  inns. 
— Of  ale-houfes,  for  which  there  is  a  greater  demand  from 
the  populoufnefs  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  there  is  a 
greater  number.  There  are  10  in  the  town  of  Falkland^ 
X  in  Newton,  and  3  in  Freuchie,  Thefe  generally  belOQ^ 
to  brewers  \  and  though  flill  more  than  are  favourable  to 
%ither  the  health  or  morals  of  the  inhabitants,  are  faid  not 

to  exceed  half  the  number  of  what  have  fometimes  been 

» 

known  in  the  parifli.  This  diminution  of  inns  and  ade- 
houfes  has  arifen  from  the  increafed  demand  for  fpiritaous 
Equors.    It  were  injuitice  to  the  generally  fober  and  indu* 

ftrioos 


firious  durrader  of  the  pariiki<Miers,  to  fay,  diat  they  are 
either  idle  or  prodigal ;  but  where  there  are  temptatiiMis^ 
fome  will  always  be  tempted. 

Amijmtiis^'^^i  thia  parifli,  the  moft  meaontble  anti- 
qmty  is  the  roiiioas  palace  of  Falkland,  which,  for  many 
years,  was  the  occafional  refidence  of  the  Royal  Family  of 
Scotlandw— On  the  S.  fide  of  die  Eden,  direffly  between 
Falkland  Mid  Aiichtcrmiichty«  are  the  remains  of  what  is 
called  a  Danilh  camp.  That  it  was  fa,  is  probable  from 
the  name  of  a  neighbooiing  village,  Dunflielt,  fuppo&d  to 
be  a  cormption  of  Danes-halt,  and  to  have  derived  its 
aame  from  die  drenmftance  of  the  Danes  having  formed 
an  encampment  in  its  vicinity.  Another  circumflance  adds 
to  the  probability  of  the  tradidon,  diat  it  is  of  a  circnlar 
form.  The  remains  of  this  camp  confift  of  five  concentxio 
circular  trenches,  nearly  equidiflant  from  one  another,  and 
£eem  to  have  been  ieparated  only  by  the  bank  of  earth 
thrown  up  from  each.  The  centrical  fpot  indofed  by  die 
firft  trench  is  about  la  feet  diameter,  and  where  they  are 
not  demoliflied,  the  trenches  are  at  prefent  from  lo  to  15 
feet  wide.^-On  the  £.  of  Nuthill,  and  nearly  half  a  mile 
W.  from  the  honfe,  are  4  parallel  trenches,  in  the  form  of 
inverted  wedges,  of  from  250  to  300  yards  in  length,  evi- 
dendy  the  work  of  art — ^And  the  iame  is  to  be  £ud  of 
what  is  called  the  Maiden  Caftle,  on  the  fame  efbte,  fitu- 
ated  above  half  a  mile  diftant,  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  green 
bin  already  mentioned.  It  is  an  oblong  circular  mound, 
gradually  rifing  from  a  level  on  the  £.  to  a  fteep  and  ab* 
rapt  terminadon  on  the  W.  of  nearly  400  ystrds  in  cir* 
camfierence,  and,  except  the  fteep  part  on  the  W.  and  the 
If^vel  00  the  £.  where  are  the  remains  of  a  ftone  wall,  is 
fiirroonded  with  a  ditch  of  la  feet  wide. 
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NUMBER    UX. 

PARISH  Of  BANCHOKY  DAVINICK. 
(counties  op  ABERDEEN  AND  KINCARDINE.) 

Bj  the  Rev.  Mr  Gxo&GX  MoRXSOK* 

Name^  Situaiioff,  Surfact^  Air^  tfc, 

J>d»CHORr^  the  ntme  of  the  pariih,  b  fidd  to  fignify  is 
Gaelic, '  an  opening  between  two  hilk ;'  and  is  defcrip- 
tive  of  the  fitoation  of  the  church  and  manfe.  It  is  not 
agreed  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  Davinick^— This 
parifli  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  river  Dee,  which 
being  the  boundary  between  the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and 
Kincardine  or  Meanis,  that  part  which  lies  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  river,  is  in  the  former  county,  and  that  whiah  b  on 
the  fouth  fide,  in  the  latter.  Although  the  church  fiands 
ia  the  county  of  Kincardine,  the  pariih  b  in  the  Sjmod  and 
prefbytery  of  Aberdeen.  The  boundings  and  figure  of 
that  part  of  the  pariih  which  lies  in  the  county  ^  Kincar- 
dine,  wiU  be  beft  underftood  by  confuking  Garden's  map 
of  that  county ;  the  other  part  b  a  ftrip  about  i  mile  in 
breadth,  and  about  4  in  length,  lying  along  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  ftretching  both  fiurther  £.  and  &rther  W. 
than  the  pariih  does  upon  the  oppofite  bank.    On  the  £. 

this 
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tills  part  is  bounded  by  the  pariih  cf  Old-^Machar,  or  Old 
Aberdeen,  on  the  N.  bj  Newhills,  and  ok  the  W.  by 
Peterculter.  A  line  drawn  from  one  extremity  of  the 
pariih  to  the  other,  would,  I  fuppofe,  meafure  7  miles.  The 
general  appearance  of  the  country  is  rugged  and  (tony. 
The  kind  of  ftone  which  prevails  is  bltie  granite,  of  which 
feveral  qnarries  are  wrought  for  the  purpofe  of  fending  td 
London,  as  weU  as  for  building  at  Aberdeen.  TThe  hills 
are  covered  with  heath,  and  the  air  by  no  means  unhealthy^ 
There  is  no  diilemper,  fo  far  as  I  know,  that  can  be  (aid  to 
be  peculiarly  prevalent  here  ;  and  the  people  might  enjoy 
good  health,  did  they  not  drink  too  freely,  particularly  of 
ardent  fpirits.  Befides  the  quantity  of  gin  fmuggled  in 
upon  the  coaft,  which  by  the  way  is  not  fo  great  as  former- 
ly, we  have  two  whiiky  diitillers  in  the  pariih,  and  10  or 
11  public  houfes.  The  foil  in  this  pariib  is  not  naturally 
rich ;  it  is  in  general  light,  and  either  mofly  or  fandy,  but 
when  properly  managed  it  is  not  ungratefrd,  and  produces 
good  grain,  particularly  on  the  river  fide,  and  on  fome  parts 
of  the  fea^coail. 

Agriculture^  {^r.-— A  fpirit  for  agriculture  has  begun 
within  thefe  few  years  to  make  its  appearance  in  fome  parts 
of  this  pariih.  Sdll,  hot^ever,  it  is  with  a  few  exceptions 
confined  to  thofe  farms  which  lie  near  the  river,  particular- 
ly on  the  north  fide.  On  that  fide  the  foil  and  expofure 
are  good,  and  the  heritor,  Mr  Menzies  of  Pitfodil,  has  wiie^ 
ly  granted  leafes  of  19  years  and  a  life,  with  an  obligation 
to  take  off  houfes  and  fences  to  a  certain  extent,  at  the  ex<^ 
piry  of  the  leafe.  The  change  which  this  has  effeSed  on 
that  part  of  his  efbte,  within  theie  five  years,  is  aftoniilungi 
Oa  this  fide  there  is  not  the  fame  encouragement,  and  lefii 
consequently  is  done«    Befides,  in  all  the  pariih  iouth  of 
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the  river,  Acre  is  a  vaft  ^foaxoaxj  of  mo&t  uid  bdng  in  t&e 
vicinity  of  Aberdeen,  die   tenantB  who  pay  upwanb  of 
L.  I  an  acre  for  finall  hita  oif  land^  depend  for  a  fivelihood 
upon  driving  peats  to  town,  where  they  find  a  ready  mar- 
ket far  them.    This  is  one  cauft  why  the  cnltivadon  of  the 
Imd  is  very  much  neglefied.    Another  bar  to  agricohure, 
18  the  hi|^  price  of  kbour.    A  day  labourer,  if  a  good 
hand^  e»na  i  s.  a  day  for  9  months  of  the  year,  and  pd. 
Ae  other  3;  and  the  wages  of  a  capable  fium  fervant,  who 
has  his  viduab  found,  are  feldom  under  L.5,  and  fometimcs 
as  high  as  L.  9  Sterling  a-year.     And  a  third  caufe  of  the 
uncultivated  ftate  of  our  fields,  i&  the  poverty  of  the  people, 
which  renders  many  of  them  unable  either  to  fiock  or 
man^gjT  their  &rma  to  advantage.    I  muft,  however,  for 
the  hoBoar  of  fptrit  and  exertion,  relate  one  inftance  of  the 
increafed  vahie  of  land»  which  is  remarkable.    I  aUude  to 
Mr  Fordyoe  of  Ardo^  one  of  thofe  brave  men  who  circum- 
navigated the  globe  with  Lord  Anfon,  and  fufiered  to  many 
hardfliips  in  the  fiervice  ef  their  country.    This  gentkmair, 
after  accompliJhing  the  voyage^  returned  to  Scotland  in  the 
year  1744,  with  the  well-eamed  wages  of  his  toil,  and  pur» 
chafed  the  eilate  of  Ardo  in  this  pariih,  where  he  has  re- 
lided  ever  fince.    When  he  took  poflellioa  of  bis  efiate,  he 
found  the  manfion-houfe,  fuch  as  it  was,  with  the  garden, 
and  about  40  acres  of  land,  in  the  hands  of  a  tenant,  who 
pud  about  L.  3  : 6 : 8  Sterling  annually.    Having  it  in  con* 
templation  at  that  time  to  go  abroad  again^  he  alked  the 
man  if  he  would  renew  his  leafe,  which  was  expired,  at  the 
annual-rent  of  L.  5  Sterling,  his  anfwer  was,  '  Na,  by  my 
*  fidch,  God  has  geen  me  mair  wit.*    Mr  Fordyce  fettled, 
and  employed  himfelf  in  improving  the  land,  which  is  now 
in  a  good  ftate  of  cultivation,  and  would  rent  at  L.  i,  5  s» 
au  acre.    little  has  hitherto  been  done  in  the  way  of  plant- 
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ingy  althcmgh  a  great  deal  of  the  ground  is  fit  for  nothing 
dfe.  Some  plantations  that  were  made  about  40  years  ago» 
being  chiefly  of  Scotch  fir,  are  not  in  a  very  thriving  con- 
dition. 

RiviTf  Sea-coqfif  fJc. — The  river  Dee  is  not  navigable 
here,  but  produces  excellent  falmon.  The  different  pro- 
prietors upon  the  river  let  their  fifliings ;  but  as  the  filh  are 
not  got  in  great  quantity  at  this  diftance  from  the  mouth, 
they  fetch  but  finaall  rents.  I  fuppofe  the  grois  rent  of  all 
the  ialmon-fiihings  in  the  parifli,  would  be  found  to  be  {hort 
of  L.  100  Sterling.  The  river  Dee,  from  its  long  eourfcy 
and  the  mountainous  country  through  which  it  runs,  is  fub- 
jeA  to  very  fudden  and  very  high  floods.  In  the  year 
1768,  one  of  thefe  happened  in  the  middle  of  harveil, 
which  fwept  the  whole  crop  of  the  haughs,  and  alfo  a  great 
many  Iheep  from  the  inches,  or  fmall  iflands,  which  are 
frequent  in  the  midil  of  the  river.  We  had  another  fwell 
of  the  river,  not  much  inferior  to  the  former,  in  November 
laft,  the  water  rofe  9^  or  10  feet  above  its  ufual  level. 
This  fwell  was  occafioned  by  a  ilorm  of  wind  and  rain 
from  the  S.  £.  and  it  is  remarked  here,  that  rain  from  the 
£.  always  fills  the  river  more  than  from  any  other  quarter. 
Luckily  when  this  flood  happened,  the  harveft  was  nearly 
over.  The  ravages  which  it  made  in  overthrowing  bul- 
warks and  fences,  tearing  up  the  cultivated  land  in  fomo 
places,  and  covering  it  with  fand  and  ftones  in  others,  were 
truly  afionifliing. — ^The  fea-coafl,  which  extends  3  or  3^- 
miles  from  N.  to  S.  is  throughout  high  and  rocky.  No 
part  of  it  affords  a  fafe  harbour  for  any  veflel  larger  than 
a  fifliing  boat.  Of  thefe  we  have  a  good  many.  At  Fin- 
don,  (which  gives  name  to  haddocks  when  fplit,  and  dried 
in  a  particular  way  by  the  Imoke  of  peat,  and  which  aire 
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known  and  efteemed  in  mod  parts  of  Scotland,)  there  are 
a  fiihing  boats,  each  of  which  requires  6  hands,  and  3 
fmaller  ones  of  jrauls,  wrought  by  four  men  eadu  At 
Portkthen,  about  a  mile  farther  S.  there  are  3  of  the  larger 
boats,  and  i  yanlt  ntianned  as  thoie  of  Findoo,  and  at 
Dounies,  (till  farther  to  the  fouthward,  there  is  i  jaul  em- 
ployed.  The  fifhermen  at  Findon,  have  each  an  acre  of 
land,  a  houfe,  garden,  liberty  of  fuel,  and  a  right  to  the 
harbour,  for  L.  3  Sterling  annually.  Thofe  at  Poitlethen 
have  not  a  fiill acre  of  ground,  and  on  that  account  pay  55. 
lefs  of  rent.  They  fiih  pretty  fucceisfiilly  for  ikate,  lin^ 
turbot,  cod,  haddocks,  whitings  flounders,  crabs,  lobiiers, 
&c.  The  vicinity  of  Aberdeen  fecures  a  good  price. 
Haddocks  this  feafon,  which  has  been  a  bad  one  for  fiihing, 
have  fold  from  1  s.  to  6  s.  the  dozeui  according  to  their  fize. 
— WhiUt  fpeaking  of  the  coaft,  a  remarkable  incidrait 
may  be  mentioned,  of  which  this  parifh  was  the  fcene. 
On  the  19th  Augtift  1710,  7  boys,  about  15  years  of  age 
each,  failed  out  of  the  harbour  of  St  Andrew's  in  a  little 
boat,  and  loiing  one  of  their  oars,  were  driven  into  the 
ocean.  After  6  days  and  6  nights  of  continued  £ifling  and 
labour,  they  got  to  ibore  alive,  4  miles  fouth  o£  Aberdeen, 
and  50  north  of  St  Andrew's.  A  humane  countryman, 
John  Shepherd,  kindly  received  them  into  his  houfe,  and 
fent  information  of  fo  moving  an  accident  to  the  magiffarates 
of  Aberdeen,  who  difpatched  their  dean  of  guild,  a  phyii- 
cian,  and  a  furgeon,  to  attend  them.  All  of  the  boys  were 
preferved  in  life,  except  the  two  youngeft,  who  died  foon 
after  they  came  aihore.  John  Shepherd  was  prefented  with 
a  iilver  cup  in  form  of  a  boat,  by  Robert  Bruce  goldlmith 
in  Edinburgh,  father  of  one  of  the  boys,  in  teftimony  of 
his  gratitude  for  the  aftive  part  he  took  in  recovering  hi& 
fon. 
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PopukiUn. — ^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfler's  report^  the 
munben  weit  I495«  The  population  at  prcfent  amounts 
to  about  1700.  Of  thefe  1700,  no  more  than  744  are 
males,  which  leaves  956  females,  I  fuppofe  this  difpropor- 
don  will  be  found  to  be  greateft  in  country  parbhes  in  the 
vidnit J  of  krge  towns« 

Stipend^  Poar^  i^e. — The  fti|>en(l  at  prefent,  amounts  t6 
no  more  than  L.  54 :  a  :  JtV  Sterling,  4a  bolls  i  peck  of 
meal,  and  24  boUs  i  peck  of  bear ;  in  which  is  included 
cooimunion  element  money,  and  L.  x6  Scots  allowed  for 
gtafii  carried  off  by  the  river.  The  glebe  is  very  little 
above  the  legal  mimmum.  There  are  10  heritors,  3  of 
vrbook  refide« — The  number  of  poor  who  are  fupplied 
quarterly,  are  from  20  to  30,  befides  a  good  many  who  re* 
ceive  occafional  aid.  Our  funds  confift  of  L.  5  Sterling, 
approfHriated  by  a  fpedal  deed  for  that  purpofie,  out  of  the 
rents  of  the  eflate  of  Banchory,  L.  3  : 6 : 8  out  of  thofe  of 
Aido,  a  piece  of  ground  which  yields  L.  6  of  free  rent, 
and  die  interefl  of  L.  25  of  (locked  money;  befides  our 
weekly  coUe^ons,  fo  much  for  the  ufe  of  the  parifh  mort* 
docb,  and  fo  mnch  £t>r  the  ufe  of  the  buryiug-ground, 
eacaAed  from  every  perfon  who  nfles  it,  and  who  does  not 
rcfide  in  the  parifb,  and  fuch  fines  or  penalties  as  are  levied 
from  fornicators,  &c.  From  all  thefe  fources  together,  we 
have  an  annual  income  of  L.  45  Sterling  at  an  average. 
I  cannot  help  here  ezprefiSng  a  wilh,  in  which  I  am  by  no 
means  fingular,  that  fornicators  and  other  fcandalous  per* 
fons  were  entirely  turned  over  to  the  fecular  arm.  Our 
difcspline  has  no  efied  to  check  the  evil,  and  expofes  us  to 
witnels  very  difagreeable  fcenes  of  equivocation,  fidfehood, 
end  perjury. 

WiyceOaniout 
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M^etBmmMS  Ob/irtMttiams.'^We  ham  m  genetal  good 
nateriab  for  making  roads,  but  the  itamte-laboor,  wfakli 
m  partly  oommiited,  and  partly  paid  in  kind,  is  not  fiiffi- 
dent  far  keeping  tbem  in  repair.  lamperftiadedwcnevcr 
Aall  have  good  itMds  till  tompikea  are  ellaUilhed.  Many 
of  the  country  gentlemen  are,  I  believe,  (enfihle  of  dus; 
but  the  mealiire  would  be  finmgly  oppofod  by  the  town  of 
Abenleen,  which  would  be  le verely  afiefled  byit,  and  vriiicfa 
has  an  intereft  in  the  parifli. — ^Tbere  are  feveral  very 
large  cairns,  both  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  and  towards 
the  coaft,  and  in  one  place  in  particular,  a  number  of  Imall- 
cr  ones  are  fcattered  over  the  moor  near  them.  There  is 
alfo  in  the  fouth  fide  of  the  parifli,  a  Druidical  temple  that 
18  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  fituated  on  an  eminence  about 
1^  milo  and  a  half  fixim  die  coaft,  and  was  till  within  thefe 
isw  years  remarkably  perfed.  Itconfifted  of  three  drdes 
of  ftones  within  each  other.  Tlie  outer  circle,  which  was 
about  45  feet  in  diameter,  confified  of  la  large  ftones  placed 
on  end.  The  inner  circles  were  composed  of  fimaUer  ftones, 
placed  in  the  ftme  manner,  a|id  between  the  two  ontermoft 
upoa  the  eaft  fide,  there  was  a  ftone  cheft  funk  in  the  earth, 
about  3  feet  long,  and  i^  wide,  which  having  been  accident- 
ally uncovered  by  a  country  man,  he  found  an  urn,  iriiich 
difidofed  nothing  but  a  little  duft  or  aflies.  A  little  fiudier 
down  the  hill,  towards  the  S.  E.  there  is  another  eredion 
of  the  fame  kind.  It  confifis  of  I  circle  of  pretty  large 
#Qoe8« 


NUM- 


ilf  Durifdeer.  457 

NUMBER    LX. 

PARISH    OF    DURISDEER, 
(county    of   DUMFRIES.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  John  M'Kilj>. 


Situathn,  Surface^  SoU^  ijc. 

THIS  pariH^  is  fituated  in  the  county  and  Synod  of 
Dum&ieSi  and  in  the  prefbytery  of  Fenpont.  It  is 
almoil  furrounded  with  hiUs»  except  a  plealimt  opening  to 
the  S.  and  S.  W.  It  has  alfo  three  imall  openings,  one  W. 
in  which  is  the  road  up  the  rivep  Nith  to  Sanquhar,  Air, 
&c.  One  N.  in  which  is  the  road  up  Enterkin  for  Lead- 
hills,  Edinburgh,  &c.  One  N.  E.  betwixt  2  hills,  being 
a  ftrait  pais,  known  by  the  nanae  of  the  Wall-path,  leading 
to  Edinburgh,  &c.  by  Crawford  Muir,  and  having  in-  it 
the  remains  of  an  old  earthen  or  mud-wall  fort,  called 
Deers-Caftliy  and  which  had  formerly  commanded  the  pafs 
there,  a  little  above  the  church  and  village  of  Durifdeer. 
The  molt  [of  the  parUh  has  a  fine  expofure  to  the  fun  along 
the  range  of  hills.  The  river  Nith  divides  it.  Its  extent 
along  the  Nith,  is  about  5  computed  miles  :  From  the  top 
of  the  Lowthers  near  Leadhills  to  Druidmilk,  about  % 
aiiles  W.  from  Drumlanrigy  it  h  fully  8.  On  the  S«  it  b 
Vol,  IV.  3  M  bounded 
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bounded  bj  the  parifh  of  Morton ;  en  the  S.  W.  by  Pen? 
pont ;  on  the  W.  N.  W.  and  N.  bj  Sanquhar ;  and  on  the 
N.  E.  and  £.  bj  Crawford.  Its  general  appearance  witlh 
in  the  range  of  hills  is  flat  \  but  on  the  banks  of  the  Nith 
there  is  a  good  4^  of  ftecp  grojond.  The  Nith  if  fonkLle 
only  in  two  or  three  places.  There  is  a  ftone-bridge  of 
three  arches  over  it»  near  the  foot  of  tbp  parifh.  Carron,  a 
fine  clear  rivulet,  riling  at  the  foot  of  the  Lowthers,  runs 
feveral  miles  down  the  £.  fide  of  the  parilh,  then  divides 
it  from  Morton,  falls  into  Nith  at  Carron  foot,  and  hath 
many  acres  of  arable  land,  with  a  gentle  declivicj  oo  its 
banks. — ^Tbe  foil,  in' general,  is  deep  and  fertile ;  in  manj 
places  inclining  to  a  reddiih  colour,  suid  this  colour  increafes 
in  proportion  to  the  height  of  the  hills.  The  moA  remark- 
able mountains  in  the  pariih  are  the  Lowthers,  fix>m  the 
top  of  which,  in  a  clear  day,  there  is  a  moft  extenfive  and 
variegated  profpeft.  The  hilb  are  partly  covered  \^th 
heath,  partly  with  verdure,  and  a  ftrong  kind  of  gra&  call- 
ed Bent.  They  are  paftured  with  fine  -locks  iA  iheep  of 
the  ihort  kind,  as  that  fpecics  has  hitherto  been  confidered 
the  moft  proper  for  tlie  fituation. — ^Freeflone  of  various 
kinds  b  found.  In  feveral  places  there  is  the  appearance 
of  coal ;  and  it  is  thought  that  fom^  o£  the  hiUs  contaia 
lead,  as  the  mines  of  LeadhiUs  and  Wanlockh^ad  arc  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Lowthers. 

Population. — According  to  Dr  Wcbftcr's  returns,  the 
numbers  were  1019.  It  is  highly  probable  that  this  parilh 
was  more  populous  about  the  beginning  of  this  century  than 
at  prefcnt.  One  or  a  tenants  now  pofl'efs  places  formerly 
occupied  by  feveral  fieunilies.  The  pariih  now  contains 
1031  {ovik.  Tlicre  are  only  a  villages  j  z  containing  about 
;oo  perfon^,  and  another  about  50. 

Pile 
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The  4iititfiil  average  oF  births  fot  19  jeard  paJR  is     -    aa^V 

.  -  of  deaths,  -        -        -        17 

'. i— ; —  of  marriage^  -        -  Sry 

Dnring  Aefe  laft  19  yestfs,  430  hat^e  been  baptited,  323 
have  died,  and  155  cotxples  hare  been  married.  One  per- 
fon  died  lately  at  95.  And  in  1773,  died  Beffy  Jamiefon^ 
wh<ife  ow^  account  of  her  age  was,  diat  fhe  remembered  the 
Mtrh  Mbnday  being  then  a  little  girl.  This  remarkable 
Motfday  is  fatd  to  have  been  hi  the  year  1652.  The  num- 
ber of  brmers,  e^tcltiding  thofe  who  have  fmall  fabfets,  is 
43.  All  the  inhabitants  are  natives  of  Scotland,  except  i 
families  from  Ireland.  There  are  27  Seceders,^  and  7  of 
thofe  who  call  themfelves  of  the  Reformed  Prcfljytery* 
There  has  been  only  i  idftance  of  filicide  fince  the  year 
1 77 1,  and  the  perfon  who  was  guilty  of  it  was  evidently 
lanatic. 

Agrtcuhurt^  Cf  r.-^liie  produce  of  this  parifli  is  fuch,  as 
j$  common  int  the  {bnthem  parts  of  Scotland.  Qak  is  the 
moft  plentifbt  ff^ecies  of  trees,  and  flieep  tiie  moft  plentifiiil 
fpecies  of  animals.  Some  faritifs  bordering  on  the  hills  have 
upwards  of  80  fcore.  The  breed  of  fbeep  might  be  impro- 
ved here,  by  iiitroiluciffg  the  long  inftead  of  the  ihort  kind.  * 
'flicy  are  already  on  the  farm  of  Rolefiazn,  and  it  is 
thought  that  they  may  thrive  on  the  high  grounds  of  this 
parifh.  They  cany  a  miich  greater  quantity  of  wool  than 
tlie  fboit  kind.  Butter  is  reckon<;d  preferable  to  oil  for 
mixing  with  the  tar  Ufed  in  fmearing.  This  is  the  opinioh 
t>f  the  Engliit  manufafturers,  who  have  got  the  Holeftairi 
wool  thcfe  few  ^ears  pafl.  The  (heep  of  a  bluifli  coloitf 
stre  fuppofed  to  have  tlie  worft  kind  of  wool.  The  wool  at 
Holeftatd  farm  was  fold,  within  thefe  few  years,  at  3  s.  and 
3  s.  6  d.  die  flone.     In  fummer  1790,  after  the  flieep  were 
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waihed,  it  fold  at  8  s.  the  ftone.    The  number  of  (lieq>0 
about  10,500.  Several  diftrids  are  semarkaUe  fior  prodndng 
mutton  and  beef  of  the  befi  quality.     There  are  188  horfies, 
the  moil  of  which  are  employed  in  agricolturey  whidi  has 
been  m^ing  rapid  improvement  of  late  years.     Within 
thefe  few  years,  many  acres  have  been  employed  in  raifing 
potatoes  and  barley ;  a  few  in  turnip,  wheat,  and  rye*grais ; 
but  by  far  the  greateft  number  is  fown  with  oats.     The 
pariih  for  feveral  years,  pail,  not  only  has  fupplied  its  inha- 
bitants wkh  provilions,  but  exported  many  hundred  ftones 
of  oat-meal  and  barley  to  the  mining  Company's  ftores  at 
Wanlockhead  and  Leadhills,  and  fome  to  Sanquhar  and  the 
Weft  country.     Manyfcores  of  lambs  are  fent  annually  to 
the  £drs  at  Langholm,  Lockerby,  Lanark,  &c.  and  feme 
^mbs  and  iax  fheep  to  Edinburgh :    alfo  a  great  number 
of  black  cattle  of  various  ages  and  fixes  to  England.    When 
the  feafon  is  favourable,  feed-time  begins  here  about  the 
middle  of  March,  and  bear  or  bigg,  (a  kind  of  grain  with 
four  rows  on  each  head,)  b  fown  from  the  beginning  to  the 
aoth^May.    In  a  good  feafon,  harveft  fometimes  begins 
on  the  20th  of  Auguft.     In  1782  and  1783,  plenty  dl  meal 
was  to  be  got  here  for  money.    The  higheft  price  was  as. 
6d.  the  ftone.    The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  graand  in 
this  parifli,  will  appear  from  the  following  ftatement. 
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The  rental  is  aboat  IU1754  Sterling,  exclufiva  of  the 
grajfumsy  that  is,  fums  paid  at  the  granting  of  new  leafes. 
Aknoft  the  whole  parifh  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Queenf- 
berry* 

Stipend^  School^  Poor,  fJc. — The  ftipend  is  L.7oa 
Scots,  3  chalders  of  vidua!,  ^  meal,  the  other  bear,*  L.  40 
Scots  for  communion-elements,  and  ai  acres  of  a  glebe. 
The  Duke  of  Queeniberry  is  patron.     The  manfe  was 

built  in  1763.     The  church  was  repaired  in  1785 There 

is  one  fchool  with^a  falarj  of  L.  100  Scots,  but  no  fchool- 
houfe  nor  dwelling-hpufe.  There  is  another  fchool  for 
teaching  Englifh,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  to  which  Mr 
Thomas  Tod,  once  minifter  of  this  pariih,  mortified  1000 
merks  Scots  *,  the  intereft  of  this  fum,  and  of  L.  14  Sterling 
that  had  been  faved  during  vacancies,  make  the  whole  of 
the  falarj.  The  kirk-feffion  ele&  the  teacher,  according  to 
Mr  Tod's  deed  of  fettlejnent.  There  are  feveral  >  other 
teachers  employed  in  di£^rent  places  of  the  parifh.  There 
may  be  35  fcholars  at  an  average  throughout  the  year 
at  the  pariih  fchool.— On  the  poor's  roll  there  are  generally 
between  25  and  30  perfons.  Befides  occafional  aififtance  ig 
given  to  funilies  in  diftre&.  Few  of  the  poor  beg  except 
within  the  bounds  of  the  paiiih.  The  poor  are  provided  for 
by  the  Sunday  colleAions,  by  the  intereft  of  1000  merks 
Scots,  mortified  by  the  late  Mr  Tod,  and  by  L.  11 :  1:5 
Sterling,  mortified  by  General  Douglas,  long  paid  on  that 
footing ',  but  the  bond  being  amifling,  it  has,  for  fome  time 
pad,  been  x>aid  as  an  allowance,  &om  the  Duke  of  Queenf- 
berry,  together  with  23  ftone  of  meal  yearly.  Befides, 
there  is  L.  106, 12  s.  at  4  per  cent*  intereft.  So  that  the  funds 
for  the  fupport  of  the  poor  amoupt  to  about  L.  40  a- year,  ex- 
chfive  of  occafional  legacies. 

Prices 
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• 
'  Prices'  and  Wagm.-^^tht  common  fitM  lambs,  fidd  fbr* 

&erly  at  L.  2,  ro  s.  xfit  fifore,  and  lbiii)6tfmea  lower,  are  ttoW 

fold  from  L.  3, 109.  to  L.  5*  Fat  dnei»ai'6iiftnirdh  4$.  6d^ 

andfs.  to  79.  Ss.   or  9  s.  each.    Hens  from  4  d.  to8d. 

Butter  bom,  5  d«  to  6  d.  the  lb.      Cheefe  made  of  cow- 

diilk  from  3  s.  4d.  to  4  s.  6  d.  ixiA  5  $4  the  fione ;  ewe -milk 

cheefe  from  5  s.  to  70.  the  done.    Laft  fpring,  barfej  was 

3s.  the  Nithfdale {N-ck,  beft  tiib  a  s.  6 d.  bear  it.  6 d.  But 

in  the  month  of  Augtift,  oaumeal  Uiai  had  been  ipd.and  aod. 

in  the  fpring^  rofe  to  2  s.  3  d.  the  ftone,  and  com  and  other 

grain  in  proportion.    Labourer's  wages  bavit  latelj  been 

raifed/rom  6d.to  pd.  and  lod.a-daji  and  the  Nithldale 

tnafoii  from  10  d.  and  x  s.  to  14  d.  and  l6d.    The  wages  of 

fervants  employed  in  huftandfy  ttt  lately  advan^cM  from  a- 

bout  a  guineas  a-year  to  L.  2,  15  s.  oi-  L.  3,  and  femctimes 

more. 

Mifcetlamom  Ohferoaihns.'^^Th^  air,  in  general,  is  dry 
and  healthy.      In    fummer,  there  is  fomedmes  a  confi* 
durable  quantity  of  falthon  caught,  and  fold  for  2  d.  toA 
fdmetimes  for  3  d.  the  lb.     The  inhabitants,  in  general,  tr€ 
hofpitable,  honeft^  fdber<  and  ihduftriotts.     They  afe  of  iht 
middlb  fize.  A  great  number  of  the  Io\f  er  clafies  are  employ- 
ed in  fpiniilhg  yam  of  eoarfe  wool  for  carpets,  which  is 
moftly  fold  for  ready  money,  and  carried  to  Kilmamcfck/ 
and  of  late  to  Kendal.    The  eoarfe  wool  has  been  rifing  Ibf 
fame  years  paft  from  3  s.  to  6  s.  the  ftone,  and  the  fine  in  prcK 
portion.     The  price  of  catile  and  horfes,  as  well  as  (beep,!? 
greatly  railed. — Some  of  the  inhabitants  have  inlifted  in  the 
army.    When  the  late  Duke  of  Queen(berry  raifed  a  regi- 
lAent  for  the  Holland  fervice,  a  confidcrable  number  inlilbd 
here,  and  in  the  neighbourhood.     Several  of  the  natiVes 
have  gone  abroad  like  wife  in  the  mercantife  fine,  and  fome 
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j»|.f|j^t9i  have  been  vesy  fucccl«&l  ifk  the  Weft  Indies.  Th^ 
^ople,  in  general,  Uy^  cooif^naUy.  Som^  oif  the  priaci^ 
pal  brm^T^  and  ftoreizuftf  rs  gie  in  s^Puen^  ^ircumflanf es, 
and  live  in  a  genteel  manaer. — The  rent  of  coc-^^qi;^  is 
from  los.toios.  a-year.  FarafierSytrade&>en,Ia]?^rers,^^ad 
%YantSy  are  much  better  lodged  than  ao  or  30  yeata  ago. 
The  removal  of  the  burden  of  hay  and  corn  labpur*  coal  ?^- 
riage,  the  payment  of  fowls  and  other  fervitudes,  would  me- 
liorate the  condition  of  fome  of  the  farmers.  A  moderate 
advance  of  yearly  rent,  inftead  of  high  graflums,  (which 
take  away  the  money  that  would  enable  the  farmers  to 
improve  their  ground),  would  have  the  fame  effeft.  Were 
the  tax  on  horfes  taken  off,  it  would  tend  to  meliorate,  in 
(ome  degree,  the  condition  of  the  clergy.  They  muft  con* 
fider  themfelves  aggrieved  in  being  fubjeded  to  pay  a  tax  for 
horfes  only  employed  in  labouring  their  glebes,  and  in  car- 
rying them  to  difcharge  tlie  offices  of  their  profeflion.  They 
plead  an  exemption,  becaufe  the  law  allows  them  a  horfe  in 
landward  pari(he« ;  becaufe  glebes,  by  a&  of  parliament,  be- 
fore the  Union,  were  free  from  taxation,  and  becaufe  every 
privilege  belonging  to  the  Church  of  Scotland  before  the  U- 
nion,  was  exprefsly  (lipulated  to  be  continued. — There  are 
9  houfts,  where  whifky,  porter,  and  ale  are  fold  by  licence. 
The  morals  of  the  people  will,  probably,  be  hurt  by  drink- 
ing more  fpirituous  liquors  fince  the  malt-duty  was  raifed  fo 
high ;  and  little  malt  is  made  in  this  country  in  comparifon  of 
what  was  made  formerly, — ^Theftate  of  the  roads  is  but  indif- 
ferent. The  fiatnte-laboor  is  commuted.  A  road  from  the 
village  of  Durifdeer  would  conned  the  Wallpath  road  with  the 
new  turnpike  to  Sanquhar  and  the  weft  country,  and  would 
be  of  very  great  fervice  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Carron  water 
for  the  article  of  coals.  A  bridge  over  Nith,  even  though  it 
were  conflrufted  of  timber,  would  be  of  material  advantage; 

and 
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and  it  might  be  eafily  ereded,  below  Auchenbreath,  where 
the  river  is  confined  on  each  fide  by  folid  rock.  There  ait 
3  miUs>  and  feveral  old  ruins  of  towers,  fi^rtB  and  chapeb.— 
In  September  1786,  great  devaftation  was  made  among  the 
trees  at  Drumlanrig  bj  an  uncommonly  high  wind. — On 
the  Morton  fide  of  Garron  there  are  the  Enoch  lans,  a  re- 
pnantic  natural  cave. 


JiUM. 
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NUMBER    LXI, 
PARISH   or   TOR.PHICHEN, 
(cOtJNTY   OF  tlKIITHGOW.) 
By  tie  Rev.  Mr  James  Patoh. 


Name,  Sttmaiimt  Surface,  Uinerab,  \ic* 

^OtLt^icaMH  is  £dd  to  figaify  *  ten  hills  f  a  range  of  hilh 
havbg  fo  manj  partioikr  tops  being  immediately  in  the 
'Vicinity  of  the  village  of  Torphichen.  The  paiiih  is  fitna* 
ted  in  the  preftytery  of  Linlithgow,  and  Symod  of  Lothian 
and  Tweeddale,  about  17  miles  W.  of  Edinborgh,  in  lati« 
tude  55^  55%  about  9  miles  in  length  from  £.  to  W.  and 
its  average  breadth  about  2|.  It  is  bounded  on  the  S,  part^ 
\j  by  the  pariih  of  Bathgate,  and  partly  by  Shotts ;  on  the 
W.  partly  by  Shotts  and  New  Monklaad  ;  on  the  N.  by  Sla- 
mannan  and  Muiravenfidej  and  on  the  £.  by  Linlithgow.  The 
pariih  is  hilly  in  genend,  but  particularly  fo  at  the  E.  end^ 
whose  the  hill  called  Cairn  Najde  is  fituated,  the  height  of 
which  above  the  level  of  the  fea  is  1498^  &et.  The  paiiih 
maybe  reduced  into  two  cUfirids}  the  £•  end,  extending  about 
4  miles,  is  in  moft  parts  very  fertile,  except  the  hilly  parts. 
The  weft  end  is  what  is  commonly  called  moor  Jand.  The 
air,  in  general,  is  moifter  than  futher  eaft  the  county>  but 
Vol.  IV.       -  3N  doe* 
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does  Aot  appetr  to  be  unhealth j,  nor  is  there  any  diflemper 
that  maj  be  called  endemic.  There  is  one  ipring  ftnn^y 
impregnated  with  iron,  and  may  therefore  be  nfefiil  as  a 
Tonic ;  it  is  about  a  mile  weftfiom  the  village  of  Torpfai- 
then,  9nd  h  £dd  to  halK  been  much  frequented  about  40  or 
50  years  ago.  There  is  a  loch  about  a  mile  to  the  N.  £. 
of  the  village  of  Torphichen,  about  a  mile»  or  rather  more, 
in  circumference,  which  affords  pike,  perch  and  eeL  There 
is  a  confiderable  quantity  of  freeftone,  and  very  durable 
for  building,  and  pltnr|r  of  'what  is  commonly  called  whin* 
ftone,  both  made  uie  of  for  building  houles  and  fences. 
Coal  is  very  plenty ;  a  coal-mine  has  been  wrought  on  die 
wefter  declivity  of  Cairn  Napple  for  a  confiderable  time, 
but  is  only  made  uie  of  by  the  proprietor  for  burning  his 
lime,  which  is  in  the  nei§^bonriftg  parifh  of  linlithgow ; 
about  2  miles  £uther  weft,  on  the  fium  of  Killicanty,  a 
coal-mine  was  trrought  for  a  very  loDg  period,.  tiU  within 
•bout  %o  yean  paft,  and  mighe  ftill  be  wroMght  if  there 
was  enoown^ ement.  In  ibis  fiutn,  too,  there  is  iron-fiooe, 
a  fcanos  of  it  having  appeared  oCt  catting  into  a  hiU  for  the 
pnrpofe  of  k^Felling  a  road  \  they  are  about  18  inches  a- 
fimder,  and  each  about  ^  inches  diick,  and  of  a  good  qiia> 
lity. 

Po/tf/dTfon.— At  the  time  of  Dr  WebOer's  report,  Ae 
smmbers  w^e  1295.  Ejocepting  that  the  village  of  Tor- 
phichen  as  oonfiderably  increafed,  it  is  probable,  that  the 
veft  of  the  parifli  was  moie  populous  even  a  century  ago 
than  it  is  ilt  prefirnt.  The  prefent  amount  is  1069.  Deaths, 
births andnarriages,  fince  1763 fland thus: 
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There  ia«  6  fiiuthd^  9  tailors,  15  Weavefv,  16  mafons  atfd 
Wrights,  1  fiirge<^,  156  Seceders«  Verj  feW  reach  the  age 
of  80 ;  one  man,  aged  upwards  cf  80,  a  £iniier,  and  ctfpahid 
of  gofaig  about  biifiiie6,  has  beeo  4  times^  married,  and  hoA 
had  16  dhildren ;  thet^  is  atxoidier  man  of  middle  age,  or 
jrathir  more,  has  had  15  children  bj.  ope  woman,  who  is 
fliH  alire,  and  had  a  child  widiin  a  fbw  months  ago,  and 
'  Ae  Whole  15  children  are  alive. 

Agrtcukun^  (^r.-^^Land  rentt  at  from  7s.to3ds.  the 
acre.  There  are  62  or  63  plougbgates  of  land  in  the  parifli^ 
^Kh  plonghgate  not  lefi  than  70  acres.  Some  farmers  hav^ 
one  or  two  ploaghgates ;  two  or  three  about  diree ;  and  one 
five«  The  roads  inthe.parilh  are  ajriieldbj  each  ploughgat^ 
of  land  being  aflelTed  in  1%  dajs  work  of  a  fitigle  horfe  cart, 
and  a  man,  or  fix  day^  work  of  a  double  borie  caYt;  with 
a  man.  The  above  work  may  likewife,  in  the  optiou  of 
the  trufiees  or  overCeen,  be  converted  into  money,  at  tha 
ordinary  rale  of  laboilr,  which  commutation  is  at  prefent 
Itated  at  II  s.  Sterling  the  ploughgate ;  a  fum  by  no  ftieatts 
adequate  to  the  work. — ^There  is  a  diftillery  in  the  village  of 
Torpbichen,  where  about  aooo  bolls  of  barley  are  yearly 
diftiOed,  and  upon  the  grain  are  fed  about  40  head  of  cattlct 
that  will  weigh  at  an  average  46  ftoue  each.  Few  iheep 
avf^  kept  \  the  grounds  are  moilly  grazed  with  Uack  cattle. 
The  perifb  producei  whea^  barley,  oats,  peaa;  theiormer 
ia  die  eafter  half  of  the  pariih  only,  and  of  hoe  the  quantity 
•  Ibwn  yearly  is  increafing*,  the  culture  of  peas  is  rather  de- 
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dining.  There  is  a  very  confiderabk  qaamdtj  ci  phnrihg^ 
coofifling  of  oak,  afli,  elm,  birch,  beech  and  fir,  the  latter  m 
very  large  quantities^  of  the  odier  there  are  Ibme  very  finr 
trees,  both  for  beauty  and  value.  There  is  a  poplar,  the  di- 
menfions  of  which  were  taken  aboat  die  year  1788,  when  it  * 
ivas  fbmewhal  moit%  than  80  fset  high,  and  id  circiiiB> 
fierence  within  two  feet  of  the  grooad,  5  feet  11  incfaea^ 
Planting  is  yearly  going  ofi^  both  for  Ikdter  and  bcantj. 
The  moft  part  of  the  parifli  is  incloTed,  and  the  £Miiier»  are 
ib  lenfible  of  the  advantages  refulting  therefirom,  diat  n 
piece  of  nnbdofed  land  is  not  eafy  to  be  let.  There  sra  a- 
bout  30  bolb  of  wheat  fown  yearly,  80  of  barleys  about 
80  acres  of  artificial  grafles,  and  tnmip  is  beginning  to  be 
attended  %o%  Each  family  in  general  plants  as  many  potatoea 
M  may  ferve  for  its  own  ufe*  The  fame  may  be  fiud  of 
fiaz.  It  is  fuppofed  that  abont  two  thirds  of  the  parilh  are  a^ 
rable,  and  that  the  parifli  fiippUes  itfelf  with  provifioos,  andr 
about  a  third  more*  Seed-time,  in  general,  for  oals^  isfron 
the  ift  of  Marcb  to  the  middle  af  April,  and  from  die 
ilBi  to  the  middle  of  May  ibr  barley.  Hsrveft  from  ift  Sep-» 
tember  to  the  middle  of  OAober.  The  parifli  has  abondanoe 
of  fuel  and  water,  for  the  enconragement  of  the  mann&c* 
tnrer,  with  the  additional  enconngement  of  the  Ckn^ 
Cnmpike  road.  There  are  5  oat  and  basley  mills,  and'  % 
)attt*mills. 

Stipend^  P^oTf  C^r.-^The  living  is,  great  teindv 
I4.  413 : 3 :  4  Scots,  fmall  tiendL.  137 :  o  :  6  Scots,  ao  boDs 
%  firlots  3^  pecks  med,  xi  boUs  3|  pedts  bear.  The  vi* 
carage  tiend,  7  ftooe  1  lb.  butter.  Lor^  Torphiehen  b  pa- 
tron. The  manfe  was  built  in  1765.  There  are  36  knd*^ 
hddcxs.-— The  poor  are  relieved  by  the  intereft  of  L.  aoo^ 
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mcftekdi^diiest  Sec. -and  the  weekly  colkdums.     At  an 
avenge  there  aire  xo  penfionefs. 

iTiff #1.— A  man  fervant  tmplejcd  in  hnfbandrj,  Ihring  im 
the  fiunily,  reeci ves  as  wages  L.  7  a^  jear .  A  woman  fenrant^ 
living  in  the  fiunfly,  Ih  3 :  A  man  fervant  that  lives  inacot- 
lage  leoeivea  the  forefaid  wages,  «nd  z  pecks  of  meal,  and 
6  d«  a-week»  which  b  recLoned  much  the  fame  ezpenoe  at 
Kvittg  in  the  honfe*  A  day-labonrer's  wages  are  i  s* 
witfaont  viftnabi  and  6d.  with  viSoab. 

jtntipMeSf  Ifc^^A  little  to  the  N.  E.  of  the  village  of 
Torphichen,  is  the  hofpital  or  preceptor  j  of  Torphichen^ 
the  prineipal  refidence  of  the  Knights  of  St  John  of  Je* 
rulalem.  There  is  onlj  the  choir  of  the  church  renMun« 
ing,  all  the  reft  of  the  honfes  being  razed,  except  a  fquare 
tower ;  there  are  two  wingt^  one  on  the  S.  and  the  other 
on  the  N.  fide,  and  evident  marks  of  other  two  on  tiie 
£.  and  W* ;  on  the  infide  are  three  beaotifol  Gothic  arch* 
ed  domes,  the  middle  one  fupported  bj  fome  Gothic  co- 
lumns ;  the  windows  are  large  and  Gothic ;  in  the  S.  wing 
is  a  nttch  for  lajing  the  dead  during  funeral  fervice,  and 
fikewife  the  font  for  baptifm.  It  was  founded  by  King 
David  I.  There  have  been  feversJ  preceptors  of  Tor- 
phichen  who  have  been  confiderable  men,  the  firft  men- 
tioned is  one  Archtbaldus  magifter  de  Torphichen,  who 
is  witnefe  to  a  charter  of  Alexander,  Great  Steward  of 
Scotland  in  1252.  Sir  Henry  Livingflon  was  like  wife 
preceptor,  who,  djring  in  1463,  was  fheceeded  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Knows,  who,  in  the  fiune  year,  was  made  Lord  High 
Treafurer.  He  died  at  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Flouden 
in  15 13,  and  was  liicceeded  by  Sir  George  Dundas,  who 
was  a  perfbaof  great  leaxaingi  and  a  fbhoolfellow  of 
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Hefior  Boethitig  at  P»m.    The  hft  prec^pCDr  wv  Sir 
James  Sandilands,  fecond  Am  to  Sir  James  SwdSaads  of 
Calder.    Sandilands,  at  the  Reformatioii,  refigoed  all  the 
lands  of  the  Jehanites  ia  Sootlwd  into  Qgeea  M sty's 
hands,  who  feiied  them  out  agiia  to  him  fac  10,000 
crowns,  and  the  yearly  aumity  of  500  tn^ks.    She  alio 
enfted  all  the  fdrefidd  lands  into  a  temporal  lordflupb 
in  iavour  of  him  and  bis  heirs,  in  1563.    The  Tenaphn 
crob  was  ordered  to  be  put  upon  all  hou&s  that  were 
feued  out  by  thefe  Knights,  and  to  this  day  is  leen  a  great 
number  of  crofles  upon  the  top  of  feveral  buildings  in  £- 
dinborgh,  Leitb,  Linlithgow,  Stirling,  &e.  whidi  foraser- 
ly  belonged  to  them.    This  preceptoiy  was  a  pboe  of  re- 
fege.    There  is  a  (tone  in  the  church-yard  as  %  ocatie,  and 
others  at  a  mile  dtftance,  £•  W,  S.  and  N.  with  a  St 
John's  crois  on  them :  TThey  ftaad  aboet  %  ftet  oot  of  the 
grouttd«-*AbQut  a  mile  to  the  £•  of  Torphichesi,  is  aa  al- 
tar  of  4  great  nnpoliflied  whin  flones,  on  which,  aeooid* 
ing  to  tradition,  (acrifices  were  anciently  performed :  By  o- 
thers,  it  has  been  called  the  temple  of  Terminus,  although 
it  may  rather  have  been  a  druidical  place  of  worihipw — 
About  a  mile  to  the  N.  W.  of  this  altar,  is  the  hiU  Bou* 
dane,  upon  which  there  are  evident  marks  of  a  militaiy 
ftation  :  The  form  of  the  camp  is  oblong  and  round ;  it  is 
marked  in  Armftrong*3  map  of  the  3  Lothians  aa  a  Da- 
niih  camp }  the  tradition  of  the  country  ia,  that  it  is  Ro* 


ntifceilaniou$  OiJervaHans.''-^Thn  people  of  this  parifit 
are  induftrious,  the  moft  of  the  labouring  men  wilh  feo 
take  a  fiee  in  winter,  but  in  fummer  to  remain  free,  when 
they  employ  themfelves  in  movi^iag  hay,  driving  cattle  to 
England,  and  reaping  in  harveft.    This  is  complaiaed  of  by 

the 


the  fiumexs.  Servant  women  are  difficult  to  be  had  too  in 
fismmcfy  as  they  make  nearly  as  much  in  harveft  as  their 
half  year's  wages  would  be,  and  can  de  very  well  the  reft 
of  the  time  by  fpinning  flax ;  indeed  there  are  many  wo« 
mea  who  dd  very  well  the  year  rouAdi  by  fpinning  Bax, 
with  their  harveft  wages.  A  married  man,  with  common 
pmdence,  is  at  no  difficulty  to  maintain  and  bring  up  his 
children,  if  he  keeps  his  health,  along  with  the  induftry  of 
the  mother.  The  commonalty  live  on  the  produce  of  the 
country,  or  whit  is  called  milk  and  meal,  with  a  large 
proportion  of  potatoes  in  winter.  The  drels  is  greatly  more 
ezpenfive  than  it  was  30  or  40  years  ago. 
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PARISH   ov    LOGGIE   £AST£R« 

(counties  of  ROSS  AND    CROMARTY.) 

By  tit  RiV.  1^  JOHK  R08S« 

Nanu^  Situatwn^  Saii,  JZmr,  Ifc, 

<^HE  parifh  of  Loggie  Eafter  is  (b  called,  beeaafe  there 
*'-     was  another  of  the  fame  name  fome  tune  ago  iB  che 
wefiem  divifion  of  Rofi.    The  name  lAggii^  (in  the  Gaelic 
Ifagie)  fignifies  "  a  hollow.*'      The  church  formerly  flood 
in  a  bcaudfiil  hollow,  furrounded  by  braes  or  hillocks*    It 
is  nearly  7  miles  10  length,  and  in  fome  places  more  than  a 
in  breadth ;  bounded  on  the  S.  by  the  parilh  of  Kilmnire, 
on  the  £•  by  Nigg ;  on  the  N.  E.  by  Feam ;  on  the  N. 
by  Tain ;  and  on  the  W«  by  Eddertown  and  Kilmiiiic. 
This  pariih  lies  partly  in  the  county  of  Rofi,  and  partly  in 
the  county  of  Cromarty,  within  4  miles  of  the  town  of 
Tain,  which  is  the  pre{bytery*feat,  and  fometimes  the  ftat 
of  the  Synod  of  Rofs.     The  difiMies  to  whidi  the  inhabi- 
tants are  moft  fubjeft,  are  the  cough,  afthma  and  rfaeoma- 
tifm*    Sometimes  fevers  get  in  among  them.     The  finall- 
poz  raged  here  twice  lately,  and  carried  off  a  confiderabfe 
number  of  children.    Some  of  the  inhabitants,  from  a  reli- 
gions  prejudice,  were  not  reconciled  to  die  praAice  of  inocn- 
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bti<m;  whilft  others  were  pradent  enough  to  take  &e  bene- 
fit of  this  fucceis£Ed  mean  to  lave  their  children.  There 
faftve  been,  and  are  ftill  (^ver^  inftaaces  of  longevity  here. 
«— The  foil,  in  fome  places,  is  a  ftrong  deep  clay,  in  others  a 
rich  black  mould,  and  in  others  a  light  earth  on  an  open 
bottom.  There  is  a  confiderable  part  of  the  parilb  not  in 
culture,  which  is  capable  of  being  turned  to  good  account. 
Th3re  was,  however,  fomething  done  of  late  in  this  way. 
The  proprietors  give  fome  encouragement  towards  it,  by 
building  houiiss  on  wafte  ground,  and  giving  their  pofTeiTors 
the  benefit  of  what  grdund  they  can  break  up  for  feyen 
years,  before  they  pay  any  rent.  Some  likewife  give  eadi 
of  them,  a  fpadie,. mattock  and  feed  for  once  to  fow  what 
ground  they  yearly  bring  into  culture.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  plaatatiens  in  a  thriving  condition.  The  only  natu- 
ral wood  is  on  the  ground  of  UUadale.  The  only  river  in 
this  parifh  goes  generally  by  the  name  of  Abhor, -or  *<  river." 
It  has  a  bridges  upon  it*  Thete  are  3  bums  or  rivulets,  one 
of  which,  with  heavy  rains,  overflows  its  badcs,  and  fome- 
times,  particularly  in  feed-time,  confiderably  damages  the 
fields  on  each  fide  of  it,  waflring  away  the  loofe  earth  and 
feed  within  its  readi,  and  fpoiling  the  grafs.  We  have  fome 
of  the  fineft  fprings  in  difierent  parts  of  the  pariih.  One  of 
them  near  the  old  church  was  once  fuperftitioufly  thought 
to  foretel  the  future  recovery  or  death  of  any  fick  perfon, 
for  whom  they  fetched  fome  of  its  water,  by  changing  its 
colour  if  he  was  to  die,  and  continuing  the  fame  if  he  was 
CO  recover. 

Po/fi£i/ibir.— -At  the  time  of  Dr  Webftcr's  report,  the 
wnnbers  v^re  850.  The  population  has  been  greatly  on 
the  increafe  for  10  years  back.  The  laft  incumbent  had  no 
aaore  than  600  examinable  perfons  on  his  lift ;  whereas,  by 

Vol.  IV.  3  O  ai> 


474  Sf^yiicMl  Aecomt 


u  t9M&  Uft  taken  bj  the  prdbal  iaanibtftfc  %  yeac)^  tgn^ 
tbere  were  900  perfiooB  »  tbe  (aridi,  from  8  Tears  M  and 
upward.    la   febo  fiasameff  0f  1782,  whdk  fwviliffa  can* 
down  from  the  Highlandag  oa  accoont  of  the  dearth»  and 
(irtlled  bera  for  the  benefit  of  dailj  laboor*  Ittd  faavkg  die 
&el  fo  near  theiia.    Ti»«  tttfonrageiiieiit  giTao  for  tmsiog 
vrafte  groiuBd  into  cakure^  has  Itkewife  ipcfe^fed  the  popu- 
lation.   The  monopel  J  of  farms^  or  turning  finaie  CtmU  ones 
into  a  large  one,  takcsplace  here.    Geadenea  propeictott 
have  very  confideiable  £arms  under  their  own  majag^^ 
ment;  and  the  farmers  wiih  to  hav^  each  aa  laudb  laad  at 
he  can.     This,  howfivw',  does  not  afi&  the  popidattoB, 
There  arc  138  houfes  pdrefled  \  %  refidiag  bcritois,  a  gen* 
tleman  captain  on  half  pay,  the  miaifier,  icboolBaaflcr  and 
kirk-officeri  49  farmeis,  33  out-fcrvaot8|  3a  co^aigerii  15 
weavers,  11  ihoemakera>  a  mafons»  a  bnck^maker^  a  eart* 
Wright,  a  plough-wright,  3  fmiths^  3  €Oopei»,  3  miUen,  3 
pedlars,  a  tumicrs,  3  jpoblic-hoofe  kfeepers,  8  tailors,  a  boofit 
carpenters,  a  gardeners.     The  remaining  78  bou(es  are  pof- 
iefled  hj  day-labourers,  poor  widows  and  maidittis  who  fel 
pp  by  themfelves,  ibmetimes  only  i,  gtoeraliy  a  of  tbemii| 
aboufe.  All  are  of  the  EAabliihed  Church,  eju:ept  a  few  Sc- 
ceders.     The  number  of  births  for  xo  years  back,  reckoaiag 
at  an  average,  is  32  yearly  ^  of  marxiages  8. 

^nV«At^r<.— The  vahie^  rent  is  L.  1514  Scots.  The 
real  rent  may  be  about  L.  xioo  Sterling.  Soma  of  file  pco- 
prictors  have  converted  cuftoms  and  fervices  into  mooeyi 
and  there  are  no  fervices  at  prefentfrom  the  tenants  to  their 
mailers,  except  that  fom«  tenants,  by  their  lea£eS|  are  obli- 
ged yearly  to  cut  £bme  peats  for  them,  and  carry  theft 
)u)me,  and  to  give  them  3  days  affiilaace  in  barve&  The 
cottagers  who  reiide  near  th^ir  maflefs  hguft,  art  obHged  to 
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jitetid  and  affiil  in  carrying  their  o6hi-({a6ks  from  the  bam- 
jhurd  int(y  the  bam.  The  iervxtitdes  which  difgraced  human 
natore,  by  rendering  tenants  ahnoft  flaves,  are,  in  this  parifh» 
done  away ;  and  I  hop6  the  day  is  Sift  approacbing,  when 
proprietors  will  find  it  proper  to  have  their  ^ents  paid  io 
tridnd  and  money  only.  The  greateft  &nners  pay  aboat 
L.  60  Sterfing  yearly  rent  in  vidoal  and  money,  and  fome 
of  them  not  L.  5  SterKhg.  The  prinlcipal  crops  are  oat9, 
bmrley,  and  potatoes,  which  laft  are  the  fupport  of  ma- 
tiy  pdor  fomilietf,  i^tth  fome  Bttle  meal^  for  more  than  half 
of  the  year.  Thare  grows  alfo  a  comfiderable  quantity  of  peas, 
arid  rye.  Tbie  proprietors,  and  evefi  &rmers^  now  fow  clo- 
ser and  rye-giafi,  and  find  diis  the  moft  profitable  way  of 
teftxng  their  hnd^,  after  which  they  get  ridi  cr6pa.  Of  e- 
very  kmd  of  grain,  a  faT  greater  qeiantity  grows  than  ferves 
ihe  inhabitants.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  barley  is  nfel 
in  malting,  for  de,  and  to  fetve  die  diflilleries  around  us  hi 
6ther  parifiies,  there  being  none  licenfed  here.  Oats,  bar- 
ley, and  oat-meal  are  fold  here  t6  perfons  at  a  diftance,  and 
fomfetimes  fent  ont  of  the  country .-^There  are  about  600 
liorfes,  nearly  twice  the  mimber  of  oxen,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  milk  cows.  The  horfies  are  generally  fmall,>  but 
^ven  the  farmer^  have  begun  the  cuftom  of  fuppilying  them- 
felves  with  thofe  of  a  large  file  from  Moray ;  and  this  bet- 
ters the  breed  of  horfe^  here.  The  number  of  (beep  is  not 
h  confiderable  now  as  formerly,  the  gentlemen  in  this  pa* 
H(h  rather  cultivating  notilk  cows,  and  the  tenants  hot  having 
ihe  lame  range  for  their  flieep,  by  the  improvement  of 
waite  ground. 

Clm^cif  SiiptftJi  Stbooty  Poo^j  C^r.-^About  24  years  ago 
ue  pre&nt  neat  little  church  was  built  on  an  eminence,  at 
ftme  diftance  from  the  hoHow  where  it  formerly  ffood. 
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Twdve  years  ago,  during  the  vacancj  Sir  John  Rod  of 
Balnagown,  with  content  and  approbation  of  heritors-  and 
prefbjtery^  took,  the  manfe  and  glebe  to  himficlf^  and  hoik 
a  neat  manfe  for  the  prefent  incombent.  The  fonner 
glebe  meafared  9  acres  of  very  good  land,  in  lieu  of  wfaich^ 
by  the  arbitration  of  proper  judges,  he  g^ve  %6  acres  of  a- 
rable  and  wafie  ground,  around  the  hill  on  which  the  manfe 
was  built.  On  this  hill,  there  is  a  moft  charming  pro^Md 
to  the  fottth  of  the  town  and  bay  of  Cromarty,  and  to  the 
caft,  of  the  pariibes  of  Ni^  and  Feam,  and  a  part  of  the 
pariih  of  Tarbat.  From  the  month  of  May»  to  that  of  Oc- 
tober,  fuch  a  fcene  of  com  fields,  over  fo  very  confiderable 
a  fpace  of  ground,  ftrikes  the  deli|^ted  beholder.  The  fli- 
pend  it  5  chalders  of  bailey^  L.  ai :  15  : 6  Sterling,  and  a 
right  to  the  fmall  tithes  in  kind.  Kenneth  Mackenzie,  'ESt^t 
is  patron.— The  falary  of  the  pariih  fchoolmafter  is  only 
100  merks.  By  this,  falary  and  fchool-dues,  which  are  &r 
firom  being  extraordinary,  with  his  falary  and  penjuifltes  as 
fei&on-clerk,  and  fome  laudable  ihifts,  this  man  decently 
fupports  himfelf  and  family.  There  is  a  fchool  in  the 
heights  of  the  pariih  of  Kilmuire,  the  falary  of  which  year« 
ly  is  paid  by  the  Society  for  Propagating  Chriftian  Know- 
ledge, which  lies  very  contiguous  to.  the  heights  of  this  pa* 
riih,  and  at  which  feveral  children  firom  it  are  taught. — ^The 
number  of  perfons  on  the  poor's  roll  is  generally  between  60 
and  70.  The  greateil  part  of  them  can  do  fomething  to- 
wards their  own  fupport ;  iiich  of  them  as  are  able,  go  a* 
bout  once  ayear  and  coUefi  fomething  in  this  way.  They 
receive  alms  frequently  from  the  inhabitants  at  their  own 
houfes,  and  the  money  colleded  at  church,  (except  a  little 
given  in  the  way  of  falary  to  the  ieifion-clerk,  catechiil,  and 
kirk-officer),  goes  all  to  their  ufe.  They  have  alfo  the 
fines  raifed  from  fuch  as  commit  fornication.    There  axe 
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like  wife  eftablifhed  funds' £rom  fever^l  mortificatiaiifly  for 
the  behoof  of  this  and  of  fome  neighbouring  pariihes,  firom 
which  this  parifli  has  a  fund  of  L.  24  Sterling.  Befides, 
there  is  a  fund  of  L.  x8  Sterling  belonging  to  t)ie  feflion, 
the  intereft  of  which  is  yearlj  given  to  the  poor.  Col- 
leAions  at  church  for  10  years  back  are,  at  an  average, 
L.  14  Sterling  yearly. 

Miftellaneotts  Ob/ervations.'^The  common  people  gene- 
rally fpeak  the  Gaelic  language ;  many  of  them  underfiand 
fomething  of  the  Engliih^  and  fpeak  it  through  the  Gaelic 
accent  and  idiom.^-*The  inhabitants  are  in  general  of  a  pi- 
ous, fober,  and  induftrious  difpofition,  well  acquainted  with 
the  principles  of  religion,  .and  regular  in  their  praftiqe. 
This  does  not  £iy  that  there  are  no  exceptions.  There  has 
not  been  one  of  them  tried  for  theft  or  murder  fince  the 
prefent  incumbent  came  among  them,  Tw«o  inftapces  of 
fuicide  have  indeed  occurred  during  that  time.*— The  ne- 
ceflarics  of  life  are  eaflly  acquired  here ;  its  conveniencies 
and  fuperfluities  fall  to  the  fliare  of  a  very  few  perfons. 
.This  pariih  abounds  in  the  extremities  of  it,  and  in  fome 
parts  through  its  very  middle,  with  mols  and  turf  ground  ^ 
fome  of  the  neighbouring  pariflies  cut  their  peats  and  turf 
in  it,  and  carry  them  to  their  own  homes.  To  cut,  dry, 
and  carry  thefe  home,  is  the  labour  of  many  during  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fummer,  and  the  firft  month  of  harveft. 
Feats,  turf,  and  brufliwood,  are  in  general  the  fuel  here. 
Gentlemen  indeed  buy  and  ufe  coals.— -The  out  fervants 
have  a  houfe  from  their  mailer,  6  bolls  of  meal  for  their 
meat,  and  3  fi^r  their  wages  in  the  year ;  with  a  pairs  of  fhoes, 
and  the  ufe  of  as  much  land  to  plant  potatoes,  and  fow  bar- 
ley on,  as  they  can  provide  manure  for.  The  produce  of 
potatoes  U  <dl  their  own.    They  give  half  feed  for  the  bar- 
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\ej  land,  and  receive  half  of  die  increaCe.  AH  thefe  th]&gs« 
^th  fome  perquifites  tfaej  ezpeft  and  get,  wOl  be  worth 
'about  L.  11  Sterfing  a-jear.  So  that  an  ont  ferwity  with 
hb  wife,  (if  {he  be  fober  and  indaftriotts)|  and  5  or  perbaps 
6  children,  can  Uve  eafilj,  though  frngallj,  and  msj  be 
jttfilj  more  void  of  care  than  his  nrafter.  The  hire  of  a 
day-labourer  here  is  from  6d.  to  8d.  a-day  ;  but  diey  ge- 
nerally deal  in  what  they  call  flump  work,  or  woik  bj  the 
piece.  The  women,  befides  out  labour,  deal  much  in  fpin* 
ning  hemp,  flat  and  lint,  of  which  they  can  make  each  3d. 
a-day ;  and  fome  maidens  choofe  radier  to  keep  hoofe  by 
themfelves^  (as  a  hut  can  eafily  be  built,  and  (ud  procnred), 
and  five  in  this  way  rather  than  go  to  fervice.  They  reap 
in  harv«ft,  for  which  they  have  each  a  boH  and  a  pecks,  Ssr 
about  6  weeks  labour,  and  ^nn  throughout  the  reft  of  the  year. 
The  hire  of  a  man  for  the  harveft  work  is  a  boD  afid  a  hal^ 
with  one  diet  a-day.*— There  is^  a  ridge  of  fmall  hills  in  the 
middle  of  the  parifli,  of  no  great  height.  On  the  top  of 
one  of  thefe  once  fiood  a  gallows,  which  part  was  funnond- 
ed  by  a  ditch,  as  mxij  be  ftill  feen.  Kot  &r  from  it,  near 
the  very  end  of  the  ridge,  is  a  pond  of  water,  narrow  in 
circumference,  but  very  deep,  and  not  eafily  &tfaomed. 
This  pond  goes  by  the  naxne  of  P6U  a  bhaidb^  dr  the  *  Pbol 
'  for  drowning/  About  40  years  ago,  died  a  man^  who 
witnefTed  the  laft  execution  in  this  pool,  that  of  a  woman 
for  child-murder.  Hence  it  appears,  that  when  heritable 
jurifdifHon  took  place,  this  was  one  of  diofe  places  in  thk 
county  appointed  for  the  execution  of  condemned  crimi- 
nals.-—On  each  fide  of  the  bum  or  rivulet,  called  Anhran, 
Albanick,  or  Scotfbum,  are  feveral  calms.  The  tradSCioQ 
refpeAing  them  is,  that  there  was  a  battle  fought  in  this 
place  by  the  Scots  and  Danes,  which  the  Scots  gained; 
that  this  water  received  its  name  from  that  circumftance^ 

and 


^i  xhH  under  thefe  heaps  of  ftones  thej  buried  dieir  flain. 
A  part  of  one  of  thefe  heaps  was  removed,  the  ground  un- 
der it  dug  up,  and  hufnair  bones  and  an  a^ce  were  found  there* 
Jn  feveral  places  are  tumuli,  fome  of  which  dearly  appear  to 
be  the  works  of  art.  There  are  Ukewife  ImaU  iaclofures  of 
turf  artificially  made,  foine  of  them  fquare,  and  fome  circular. 
Two  always  appear  neiur  each  other ;  they  are  called  in  the; 
Caelic^  Reiiagan.  Rate  or  Reitacbas,  in  that  language,  fig- 
nifies  *  agreement  /  and  the  tradition  refpeAing  them  is^ 
|hat  in  fbnncr  •  timcsy  parties  at  variance  met  there  wiOi 
their  friends  for  fettling  of  diiferences. 
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PARISH    OF    ERROL» 
(county    of    PERTH,) 


By  Mr  William  HcuDHAir,  Afftflasu  to  tie  AKmi/ler  ^ 
Errol. 


tf^mt^  SUuatioti,  Soil  and  Climate, 

THE  name  of  Errol  feeiQS  to  be  of  great  antiquitj. 
The  firft  mention  made  of  it  is  about  the  year  980, 
ivhen  the  country  was  fireed  from  an  invafion  of  the 
Danes.  One  Haj  and  his  two  fons,  who  were  ploughing 
in  the  field,  (lopped  their  countrymen  in  their  flight,  cau- 
fed  them  return  to  the  charge,  and,  bj  a  fiirions  onlet,  fiib- 
due  and  rout  their  enemies*  For  this  iignal  fervice,  the 
faniilj  was  ennobled  under  the  title  of  Earl  of  Enrol,  and 
obtained  a  portion  of  land  in  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  where 
Errol  is  fituated.  It  continued  in  the  pofleflion  of  their 
defcendants  till  the  middle  of  the  laft  century^  and  has 
fince  belonged  to  feveral  proprietors.  No  account  is  gi%'e^ 
of  the  origip  of  the  name.  The  parifli  lies  within  the  Sy« 
nod  and  prefbytery  of  Perth.  It  is  bounded  by  the  river 
Tay  on  the  S. ;.  by  the  pariih  of  Inchturc  on  the  E. ;  by 
Kinnaird,  Kilfpindie,  and  Kin&wns,  on  the  N. ;  and  by 
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&t  Sladois  OQ  l|ie  W.  It  is  5I  miles  is  length,*  and  near- 
ly 3  in  breadth ;  perfedlj  regukr  and  eompad,  and  in* 
dudes  a  large  and  a  fair  portion  of  the  carfe  of  Oowrie* 
From  the  one  end  to  the  other,  it  ftretches  over  almoft  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  carfe,  from  its  commencement  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  to  its  termination  by  the  Tay;  and 
though  it  is  ■  in  general  level  ground,  there  are  feveral  e« 
minences  in  it,  which  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  fi« 
gure.  The  foil  is  of  excellent  quality.  It  varies  accord- 
ing to  the  lituation.  The  low  land,  which  may  compre- 
bend  two-thirds  of  the  pariib,  is  in  general  a  ftrong  clay  $ 
the  riiing  ground,  and  particularly  that  in  the  neighbour^* 
hood  of  the  village  of  Errol^  is  a  rich  blaek  earth ;  and 
towards  the  W.  end  of  the  pariih,  the  foil  is  of  a  lighter 
nature,^  inclining  to  a  brown  fand.  The  whole  country  is 
naturally  wet,  and  it  is  the  draining  and  improving  of  it 
within  thefe  laft  50  years,  which  has  contributed  fo  much 
to  its  value  and  fertility.  The  climate,  of  courfe,  could 
not  be  confidered  as  the  mofl  defirable.  It  was  damp, 
and  attended  with  fuchdifeafes  as  are  common  in  a  heavy 
atmofphere.  Some  time  ago,  the  ague  was  a  rery  pre<« 
valent  complaint ;  it  has  now  in  a  great  mea&re  difap« 
peared  y  but  a  difeafe  (till  more  fatal  feems  to  have  come 
in  its  ftead.  Confumptions,  which  formerly  were  rare^ 
have  of  late  been  very  frequent,  although,  from  the  fiate 
of  cultivation,  it  fhould  be  thought  that  the  air  is  much 
more  falubrious.  But  what  is  remarkable  in  the  carfe  of 
Gowrie,  the  people  who  refide  in  the  higher  parts  of  the 
country  are  not  found  to  be  the  moft  healthy.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  low  and  marfliy  grounds,  indeed,  may  be 
more  liable  to  rheumatic  complaints,  but  they  have  been 
often  obierved  to  enjoy  the  longeft  courfo  of  life. 

Vol.  IV.  3P  jtgricnlturf. 
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jfgriadt&n^^^Tbt  anode  of  oukiTftCioa  lus 
im  entire  rcvoltttioQ  within  thefe  40  jears,  and,  as  chi» 
parilh  19  an  important  part  of  the  carle  of  Gowric,  that 
article  is  the  more  defierving  of  notice.  The  famd  was  £or« 
merlj  divided  into  what  was  called  infidd  and  oatfieUp 
Aere  being  ^hont  two-thirds  of  the  former,  and  a  third  of 
the  latter.  The  infield,  which  generallj  lay  next  the  v3- 
lage  or  tenement,  got  the  dung  produced  on  the  fiutn,  and 
was  kept  under  ar  conftant  rotation  of  peas,  wheat,  barley 
and  oats;  Hme,  fallow  and  artificial  grafles,  were  9hnelk 
unknown*  The  ontfield,  after  remaining  6  years  in  its 
natural  date,  was  for  3  crops  turned  into  oats,  having 
been  previonfl  j  thrown  up  into  dikes  as  a  preparati<)a  for 
them ;  after  which  it  was  allowed  to  revert  to  its  former 
condition.  The  produce  of  every  kind  was  very  indifle- 
rent.  In  tfaofe  days  of  flerility,  the  horfes  were  fupported 
in  fummer  upon  thiftles,  whidi  were  to  be  had  in  abun. 
dance,  both  in  the  laboured  and  uncultivated  grounds,  and 
which  it  was  the  employment  of  the  fervants  to  cottefi* 
The  land  is  at  prefent  in  a  high  ftate  of  improvement. 
As  ahnoft  the  whole  parifh  is  capable  of  bearing  the  fiunc 
grain,  the  farmers,  like  impartial  fiewards,  direft  their  at- 
tention equally  to  tvtry  part  of  their  charge,  and  divide 
their  poflefEons  into  6  equal  portions,  which  they  employ 
for  fallow,  wheat,  peas,  barley,  grafs  and  oats.  The  ial- 
fow  which  fiicceeds  the  oats  or  wheat,  b  turned  over  in 
the  end  of  autumn,  agaitt  in  the  beginning  of  fummer, 
and  commonly  ploughed  and  harrowed  other  3  times  in 
the  courfe  of  it.  It  is  alwap  enriched  wxdi  dong,  and 
frequently  with  lime,  which  are  laid  on  it  befbre  it  gets 
the  laft  furrow  in  Augufl. — ^The  wheat  upon  the  &II0W 
is  fown  from  the  8th  to  the  laft  of  September.  As  diis  is 
the  principal  crop   which  recompences  the  toil  and  ex- 
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ficnie  of  the  farmer,  it  U  perpetnall j  eocroidiifig  on  the 
grounds  belonging  to  the  otiier  kinds  of  grain.  Some  te- 
nants who  aze  only  brin^g  their  lands  into  oider,  or 
who,  it  IS  feared,  are  bound  down  bj  their  Jeaies,  adhere 
ItnAlj  to  the  iizths  into  which  they  have  divided  thero> 
and  convert  no  moire  into  wheat  than  they  had  under  Al- 
low ;  others,  whote  pofleffions  have  been  longer  in  a  ftate 
of  improvement,  borrow  conBderably  from  the  barley  and 
<Mts,  turning  fields  of  peas  and  of  grais  into  wheat  as  they 
jodge  beft ;  while  fome  very  good  fiurmers  plough  up  the 
whole  of  what  was  grais,  and  lay  the  third  of  their  grounds 
under  wheat.  But  this  eztenfive  cropping  is  liaUe  to  be 
interrupted,  and  is  fometimcs  entirely  prevented,  except 
en  the  £dlow,  by  the  heavy  runs  which  fall  in  autumn. 

The  feed-time  is  finiihed  in  general  by  the  middle  of  Oc- 
cober,  and  the  harveft  oommences  about  the  24th  of  Au- 
guft.  According  to  the  foil,  firong  beans,  grey  peas  and 
lieans,  or  early  peas  are  ndiied  i  the  grain  is  fown  as  early 
an  March  as  the  feafon  wiU  permit,  the  oats  immediately 
after;  and  the  harvell  takes  place  in  September.  The 
land  for  barley,  that  it  may  be  fully  pulverized,  is  tho- 
roughly ploughed  at  3  different  periods,  November,  A- 
pril  and  May,  and  &e  crop  is  ready  for  reaping  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  oats.  Drilled  beans,  potatoes  and  tuf. 
aip,  are  fometimes  put  in  place  of  peas,  and  found  to  be  an 
csoeHent  preparation  for  the  barley. — If  the  quantity 
reaped  from  each  kind  of  grain  in  the  patri/h  (hould  not 
feem  remarkable,  the  quality  yields  an  abundant  com- 
penfation.  Hie  return  obtained  in  general  from  wheat 
may  be  xo  bolls  the  acre  on  the  fallow,  and  8  after  graft. 
The  average  produce  of  peas  and  beans  is  8  bolls,  whicb» 
at  the  price  they  ufually  bring,  is  a  poor  crop ;  but  the 
.  Waefit  derived  to  the  land,  and  the  maintenance  they 
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fbrniih  for  the  bodes,  are  die  reafons  for  condaiiiag  diem. 
Oats  may  be  eftimated  at  ix  boUs,  and  often  ievcral  more » 
but  as  they  do  not  commonly  exceed  14  s.  in  value,  wheat 
is  found  to  be  more  proitabk,  and  feUom  £uk  to  be  fab- 
flituted  in  tbeir  room,  wben  the  exchange  can  iafdy  be 
idmitted.  Barley  is  a  precarious  crop  on  flrong  day 
ground,  and  cannot  be  reckoned  upon  for  more  than  8 
bolls,  though  xo  and  upwards  are  freqnendy  obtuned. 
But  the  produce  of  all  the  above  articles  is  fubjcA  to 
mudi  viciiBtude,  though  the  return  mentioned  is  the  high- 
eft  that  can  in  general  be  ezpeded^  No  part  of  the  king- 
dom perhaps  excels  this  for  crops  of  grafi.  They  are 
yaifed  after  barley  or  oats,  and  even  fometimes  after 
wheat ;  and  though  the  increafe  depends  a  good  deal  upon 
the  feafen,  3  luxuriant  cuttings  are  fi^quendy  had  be* 
tween  the  beginning  of  June  and  the  end  of  September. 
A  confiderable  quantity  of  fhiit  is  likewife  produced  in 
this  diftri£l.  Formerly  there  were  large  orchards  pbmted 
at  many  of  the  farm  tenements,  fome  of  them  confiftmg 
of  feveral  acres ;  and  though  they  are  in  fome  meafure  be* 
come  barren  through  age,  and  the  quality  is  by  no  means 
fine,  they  annually  bring  money  into  the  parifh. 

The  rearing  of  live  fiock,  though  generally  pradifed,  is  not 
parried  to  great  extent.  The  foil  is  ill  adapted  for  paftore, 
and  too  valuable  to  be  left  for  that  purpofe.  There  are 
juft  as  mnny  animals  maintained,  a^  ponfume  the  fodder 
produced  on  the  farm.  The  catde  are  kept  in  flraw- 
yards  with  open  Ihades,  where  they  thrive  very  well,  and 
are  fold  when  3  years  old,  from  L.  4  to  L.  6  or  L.  8  each. 
The  milk-cows,  and  work  horfes  only,  have  liberty  to 
feed  on  a  part  of  the  Ibwn  grais  for  a  litde  time  in  Ami- 
mer,  and  the  other  flock  are  fent  to  graze  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, or  fdd,  excepdng  as  many  as  can  be  fupported 
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in  the  Tard  upon  clover.  Till  of  late,  the  breeding  of  horfet 
was  rather  negleded,  and  large  fums  were  laid  out  in  pur* 
chafing  them  ;.  but  the  fsirmers  are  now  become  more  at^ 
tentive  to  their  intereft  in  that  refpeA,  and  there  is  a  pro- 
fpeft  that  thej  will  henceforth  provide  for  themfelves. 
But  the  carfe  tenants  who  can  go  much  length  in  bringing 
up  yooag  beafls  c^  whatever  kind,  are  thofe  who  have 
grais  pofleffions  fomewhere  elfe,  to  which  they  can  remove 
them  at  the  proper  feafon.  The  pariih  may  contain  7000 
acres.  The  whole  of  it  is  arable,  and  at  prefent  under 
cultivation  in  the  manner  already,  mentioned,  excepting 
ibme  inclofores  of  firs,  which,  though  the  trees  are 
fcarcely  come  to  half  their  iize,  the  proprietors  are  &ft 
clearing  off!  From  the  difierent  methods  purfued  by  the 
farmers  for  the  produdions  of  grain,  it  cannot  be  exadly 
determined  what  quantity  of  land  is  employed  in  each 
fpccies ;  but  it  is  conjeAured  that  there  is  a  fifth  of  the 
whole  parifli  in  wheat,  nearly  a  fizth  in  grais,  and  as  much 
in  peas,  fomething  more  in  fallow,  potatoes,  flax,  and  plan- 
cati<ms,  lels  than  a  fixth  in  oats,  and  about  the  fame  in 
barley «-*Land  is  rented  at  very  difierent  prices.  Fifteen 
years  ago,  it  was  about  158.  the  acre.  It  rofe  immediate* 
ly  after  to  L.  i,  5  s.  and  was  then  judged  fo  high,  that  the 
tenant  obtained  his  poiTeiBon  for  life.  It  has  of  late  been 
letting  for  L.  a,  and  fome  of  it  even  for  L.  2,  xo  s.  -,  but 
rents  of  this  laft  kind  are  given  chiefly  for  lands  about  the 
village,  where  trades  people  pay  rather  for  the  conveni* 
ence  than  value  of  ground.  The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih 
is  nearly  L.  17,000  Scots,  and  the  real  rental  is  faid  to  be 
about  L.  8000  Sterling,  The  extent  of  forms  is  variable, 
but  in  general  from  zoo  to  200  acres.  The  tillage  is  per« 
formed  by  a  plough,  with  an  iron  head  and  mettle  mould 
board,  drawn  by  1  hprCes,  wt|ich  one  perfon  manages. 
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For  every  30  acres  in  the  fiuvn,  eae  facb  ploi^  is  com* 
moolj  jndged  neceflsurj.  As  the  hboor  is  fevere*  ftroog 
liories  are  emplojredy  which,  for  the  moil  part*  coft  more 
thto  L.  IX  a-piece.  Four  or  5  cows  are  bspc  00  a  pof* 
fi^Aoa  of  loo  acres. 

WagHf  PriceSf  ldt4 — An  ordinary  plottghman  gels  firom 
L.7»  78.  to  L.9»  ps.  a-year ;  if  married,  be  pays  L»  x  for 
his  boule  and  garden,  and  L.  x»  xos.  for  die  maintenance 
of  a  cow  throughout  the  year.  There  are  many  of  both 
descriptions  in  the  pariih ;  and  though  the  cottager  is  not 
ib  likely  to  change  his  refidence,  the  unmarried  perfon  is  as 
much  defired  for  a  fervant.  llie  wages  of  a  female  ler- 
▼ant  are  firotfl'L.a,  xos.  to  L.3,  and  the  whole  of  h^ 
employment  is  in  the  houle,  except  in  feed-time  and  har- 
ycft.  Moft  of  the  male  fervants  have  their  lodging  spsrt 
from  the  dwelling  of  the  farmer;  and  for  vifiuals,  which 
they  prepare  tfaemfelves.  receive  a  pecks  of  oat-meal  a- 
week.  and  a  ce^ain  meafure  of  milk  for  each  diet*  When 
labourers  are  hired  by  the  day,  they  have  10  d.  in  winter, 
and  I  6.  in  fummer,  for  meat  and  wages.  Perfons  from  the 
neighbouring  boroughs  are  engaged  for  cutting  down  the 
crop ;  the  men  get  from  L.  x,  3  s.  to  L.  i,  5  s.  and  the  wo- 
men from  X5  s.  to  L.  I,  befides  provifions,  which  tbey  ge- 
nerally earn  in  3  weeks.  A  confiderable  expenfe,  befides, 
was  annually  incurred  for  a  number  of  hands  for  threfliing 
out  the  graiiii  which  fervice  is  chiefly  done  now  by  ma- 
chines for  the  purpofe.  Tbrefliing-mills  were  introduced 
into  the  pariih  about  3  years  ago,  are  multiplying  every 
feafon,  and  con£dered  a  cafntal  improvement  in  huibandry. 
M-'The  whole  coRs  attending  cultivation,  ezdufive  of  rent, 
and  alfo  ef  lime,  which  is  frequently  demanded,  are  &id 
to  be  L.  a  an  acre.    The  price  of  provifions  is  much  the 
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fame  as  in  the  neigbbouriDg  pariftes.— Thu  pmnBi  pro- 
duces much  grain,  befides  what  is  neceSary  tor  its  own 
confumption.  A  good  deal  is  Cent  eyerj  year  to  Perth 
and  Dundee,  and  large  quandties  are  exported  by  fea. 
It  is  carried  coaflwile  to  Leith,  and  federal  other  ports  on 
the  Forth,  and  up  the  canal  to  Glafgow.  Winter  and 
fpring  are  the  feafons  of  ezpertacton,  the  farmer  being  then 
oUiged  to  difpolc  of  his  grain.  The  prices  are  regu- 
lated by  the  Edinburgh  and  Glaigow  markets,  being  com- 
monly fomewhat  lower,  though  the  grain  is  e(  the  beft 
quality,  and  the  meafures  ufed  here  exceed  thofe  at  Leith, 
by  at  Icaft  5  percent,  which  wiU  defray  the  charge  of  tran£. 
porution.  There  are  two  places  at  which  all  the  grain  ex« 
ported  from  the  parifli  is-  ifaipped  off;  the  fliore  of  £r« 
rol,  a  little  below  the  viUage,  and  of  Powgavie,  on  the 
E.  point  of  the  parifli,  where  it  joins  with  Inchture.  The 
chief  traffic  carried  on,  is  tbat  of  grain  in  winter,  and  hoc 
and  coals  in  fummer.  Litiie  is  brought  from  different 
parts  of  life,  and  fold  for  17 d.  the  boll,  wheat  meafure,  and 
alfo  from  the  north  of  England,  of  a  fnperior  quality,  which 
is  to  be  had  for  a  Sr  4  d.  barley  meafure.  Coal,  which  is 
the  fuel  ufed  in  the  parilh,  coils  about  3  s.  9  d.  the  boll,  , 
weighing  52  ftones.  There  may  be  140  or  150  chaldrons 
of  coab  delivered  at  the  ihore  of  Errol  in  a  feafon,  and  120 
of  lime.  The  quantity  of  grain  exported  may  be  nearly 
the  fame  with  that  of  the  liine  delivered.  A  correfpond- 
ence  is  likewife  kept  up  with  London,  and  fome  other 
places,  whence  porter,  wine,  fugar  and  wood,  ate  frequently 
xeceived.  The  proprietor  of  Errol  has  a  duty  upon  the  ar- 
ticles fhipped  off,  or  landed  at  the  harbour  on  his  eftate.  A 
paflage-boat  goes  regularly  between  it  and  the  fhore  of 
Newburgh  every  tide. 
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Pi^dSvnVir.— At  die  time  of  Dr  Webfter*8  report,  ifav 
nnmbers  were  2129.  At  prefeat  (1791)  ^^  ntimbers  are 
2685 1  of  thefe  1857  live  in  the  countrj,  and  828  in  the 
Tillage*  There  are  1301  males,  and  1384  females.  Com- 
puting from  21  yeais,  the  time  of  majority,  there  may  be 
472  unmarriedt  846  married*  and  164  widowers  or  wi- 
dows. Of  all  defcriptions*  there  are 
Under  xo  years  of  age,  •  •  63J 

Between  xo  mid  20,  -  •  536 

Between  20  and  50,  •  -  xxx7 

Between  50  and  70,  -  -  362 

Above  70,  -  -  -  -         37 

The  annual  average  of  births  for  the  laft  6  years  b  77 ;  of 
nurriages  32*  and  of  burials  40.  There  are  x8  heritois 
belonging  to  the  parifli ;  but  the  mod  of  it  is  in  the  hands 
of  6  or  7  proprietors,  £ew  of  whom  refide.  AhDoft  the 
whole  country  is  occupied  by  the  farmers.  They  are  ex- 
pert and  induflrious  in  their  profeiEon,  and  profperous  in 
their  circumftances.  Little  of  the  fervile  work  on  their 
poiTeffions  is  performed  by  them  or  their  fiimilles ;  and  be* 
fide  female,  many  of  them  conftantly  maintain  8  male  fer- 
Irants,  There  are  2xx  weavers,  who  fior  the  moft  part 
work  cloth  for  bit ;  but  no  fine  manufii&nre  is  carried  00. 
There  are  50  wrights,  25  tailors,  21  ihoemaken,  14  black- 
fmiths,  5  mafons,  2  brickmakers,  x  bricklayer,  4  bakers, 
3  butchers,  2  furgeons,  and  1  writer.  ^  There  are  7  inn- 
keepers in  the  village,  and  xo  in  other  parts  c^  the  parifh. 
There  are  not  above  240  Seceders  of  all  denominations. 
The  remaining  2445  belong  to  the  Eflabliflied  Chnnb, 
who,  for  numbers  and  genteel  appearance,  will  not  be  ex- 
celled or  equalled  by  many  country  congregations  in  the 
kingdoRLr— Their  ftature  is  confiderably  above  &e  ordinat- 
xyfize,  and  their  proportions  otherwiii^  well  adjufled.     In 
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ie^per  and  manners,  they  are  gay,  cheer^  and  adire. 
The  higher  ranks  are  opuknt,  aXid  the  lower  have  it  in 
tbeir  power,  'firom  the  great  wages  they  can  earn,  to  pur- 
chafe  the  conreniencies  of  life.  Thej  are  &t  rembved 
from  fordidneis,  and  are  not  unfufceptibk  of  generofity,  of 
which  they  have  given  pfbof  on  feveral  occafiohs.  As  the 
people  equal  their  neighbours  in  nfeful,  and  far  furpaia 
them  in  elegant  acc^mpliihments,  it  is  expe6ied  that  they 
will  be  exemplary  alfo  in  that  devout  and  religious  de- 
ineandiir,  which  gives  ev^ry  embelUihment  its  true  hiftr» 
and  dignity; 

Chtirtb^  Sdoo/f  Poor.— The  chrirch  was  built  in  1765. 
Tile  manfe  aboxre  60  years  ago ;  has  had  fome  inconfiderable 
tepairs  fince  that  time,  and  i^  (till  in  a  tolerable  condition, 
John  Allen,  Efq;  of  Errol  is  patron.-^There  is  only  one 
eftablifhed  fdxool,  though,  from  the  inconvenience  of  fcnd« 
ing  children  to  a  diftance,  others  ave  maintained  in  difie- 
rent  quarters.  The  pariih  fchodmafter  has  aoo  metks  Scots 
of  falary,  x  s.  4  d.  on  every  marriage,  8  d^  on  every  baptifm, 
and  si  d.  on  evety  certificate.  He  has  befides  a  fmall  fee 
lor  doing  the  bnfineis  of  the  kirk-feffion.  The  offic^  is 
judged  to  be  worth  L.  50  Sterling  a-year.-^The  poor  on  the 
roll  at  prefent,  befides  fome  who  get  occafional  aid,  ate  36m 
The  diftribution  for  their  fupport  axnouiits  to  more  than  L.  70 
a-year.  The  means  for  fumiihing  it  are  the  weekly  collec- 
tions at  the  church,  whidi  juft  now  may  be  reckoned  L.  40; 
the  intereft  of  L.  600,  which  is  a  fiitid  belonging  to  the 
^oor,  and  the  duties  arifing  from  marriages  and  burials. 
Ko  afTeflment  has  for  fomd  time  been  levied  from  the  pa^ 
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ym^e.^^'The  village  of  Errol  is  tbe  only  place  in  t&c 
parifli,  in  which  the  number  of  buildings  has  latdlj  in- 
creafed.  Its  fituation  is  remarkably  plealant.  Seated  on 
an  eminence*  rifing  by  a  gradual  aicent  above  the  level  of 
the  countryy  the  profped  from  it  is  extenfive  and  deli^t- 
bxL  But  tbe  houfes  in  tbe  :rillage  are  as  paltry  as  the  fi- 
tuation is  pleafant.  As  there  is  no  flone  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, they  are  moiUy  built  of  day,  adfl  huddled  togetheri 
without  much  order  or  regularity.  Excepting  gentkmens 
feats,  all  the  old  buildings  in  the  pariih  are  of  that  fub- 
ftance,  whicb,  when  properly  cemented,  is  reckoned  the 
warmeft  and  moft  durable  of  any ;  and  there  are  fome  fa- 
brics of  it  ilill  in  tolerable  repair,  the  date  of  which  cannot 
be  afcertained.  In  forming  fuch  edifices,  every  man  is  his 
own  malbn,  raifing  them  by  times,  and  putting  on  one 
layer  as  the  other  is  condenfated ;  and  to  this  caufe  it  is 
certainly  owing  that  there  are  fo  few  profeflional  mafons  in 
the  pariih.  It  is  thought  that  the  people  have  now  in  fome 
meafure  loft  the  art  of  preparing  the  materials,  and  com* 
paQing  them  together,  fo  as  to  give  the  day-houfes  tbe  fo- 
lidity  they  had  in  paft  times.  They  are,  however,  adopt* 
ing  a  plan  of  building  much  more  agreeable  to  the  eye, 
and  certainly  no  lels  ufeftil  for  accommodation,  moulding 
the  mortar  into  bricks,  and  with  thefe  forming  their  dwel- 
lings. The  proprietor  having  adopted  the  judicious  plan 
of  feuing  out  many  of  the  old  houfes,  with  their  yards,  fe- 
veral  good  houfes  have  of  late  been  erefted,  and  the  village 
has  increafed  in  population. 

River  7i|r,— The  country  is  interfered  in  diiSerent  phces 
by  fmall  tra£b  of  water,  called  pows,  which  move  flowly 
from  the  N.  to  the  S.  fide  of  the  carfe,  and  which  are  col- 
le£ted  moftly  from  the  trenches  opened  for  draining  the 

ground. 
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^Ttmnd.  ThcTay,  into  which  they  iffue,  is  the  only  ri- 
^er  in  the  paxiifa.  It  furniihes  excellent  falmon.  For« 
merly  the  market  here  was  well  ftocked  with  them,  and 
their  price  always  moderate ;  but  the  whole  fifhings  having 
been  let  to  companies  of  merchants  in  Perth,  for  a  nnmber 
of  years  the  produce  has  been  fent  in  veflfels  to  London, 
where  the  demand  for  them  has  almoft  entirely  renooved 
them  from  the  reach  of  the  people,  for  whofe  ufe  nature 
feems  to  have  ordained  them.  They  are  ilill  caught  in 
great  quantities  in  the  river,  but  not  many  immediately 
oppofite  to  ErroL  The  Tay,  by  the  conftant  afiion  of  the 
tide  and  current,  making  an  impreflion  on  a  foft  bank,  and 
wa(hing  away  every  feafon  a  valuable  portion  of  land,  the 
late  proprietor  of  £rK>l  buik  large  fione  dikes  for  the  de» 
fence  of  his  efiate.  Befides  ftretching  fdong  the  coaft,  piers 
were  run  fome  length  into  the  river.  They  have  had  a 
confiderable  cStGL-  A  ftrong  crop  of  reeds  grows  annual-^ 
ly  in  the  mud,  over  which  the  tide  regularly  flows,  which 
help  to  diminiih  its  influence,  and,  by  their  roots,  to  con- 
folidate  the  earth ;  and  the  bank,  which  formerly  was  fo 
yielding,  is  become  a  £rm  beach,  covered  with  young 
planting,  which  is  of  ufe,  both  for  ornament  and  protec- 
tion. But  what  is  profitable  by  land  is  hurtful  by  water. 
The  long  piers  are  fuppofed  to  have  altered  the  pofition  of 
the  banks  on  which  the  falmon  were  caught,  and  they 
feem  to  have  deferted  that  part  of  the  coaft.  There  is  a 
popular  tradition,  that  the  Tay  anciently  ran  along  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  by  the  N.  of  this  parifh ;  but  if  ever  that 
was  the  cafe,  it  mnft  have  been  at  a  much  earlier  period 
Azn  is  reported.  The  change  from  that  courfe  to  the 
prefent,  is  fiippofed  to  have  taken  place  in  the  iath  cen- 
tury )  but  there  are  charters  on  record  of  that  date,  con. 
firming  to  the  Hays  of  Errol,  and  other  proprietors  ir  the 
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peighbourhood,  or  m^tionlttg  tbeir  difpooiBg  tp  rdigioiB 
houCes,  their  right  of  fijbiag  on  die  T^j,  to  which  it  caSf 
pot  well  be  coyiceived  l^ow  they  Ya4  ui j  title,  nnleis  th^ 
Hver  always  l^eld  the  chaaoel  which  it  now  occupies.  That 
fomt  branch  of  the  Taj  may  have  had  its  direfiioo  by  the 
N.  of  the  carfe,  or  rgther  that  there  may  haye  been  mncfa 
water  in  the  hoUow  ground,  before  the  coontry  was  drained, 
\s  extremely  probable  \  but  there  is  little  reaibn  to  ima* 
gine  that  the  bed  of  the  river  has  ever  nn^ergpne  any 
alteration. 

Difiulvantqgfs.'^The  pa^iih  has  i^wa^  had  a  bad  name 
for  roads.  In  a  wet  country,  and  deep  (oil,  the  trad^  either 
of  man  or  beaft,  when  much  ufed,  and  never  repaired, 
foon  becomes  unpleafant,  if  not  impaflable.  The  keepiog 
the  public  ways  in  a  tolerable  condition,  muA  have  been 
attended  with  uncommon  difficulty  and  ezpenfe,  from  the 
ncteflity  there  was  of  bringing  the  materiab  from  a  di- 
llance  *,  but  the  talk  which  was  fo  arduous,  being  almoft 
entirely  negleded,  the  roads  were  ip  a  (late  of  difrepair, 
which  cannot  eafily  be  conceived.  There  is  a  profpeft 
that  this  grievance  will  now  be  fpcedily  removed.  In  con- 
fequence  of  an  a£t  of  Parliament,  lately  obtaineds  a  great 
poft  road  is  carrying  on  firom  Perth  to  Dundee,  which  runs 
through  this  pariih,  and  another  turnpike  is  making  from 
that  to  the  (hore  of  Errol,  which  vnll  facilitate  the  com« 
munication  both  by  land  and  water.  When  this  import- 
ant work  is  accompUflied,  it  is  hoped  that  the  flatuteJa- 
hour,  which  will  not  be  neceifary  elfewbere,  will  h6  ap- 
plied to  the  cro&-roads,  that  they  alfo  may  be  put  in  a 
tolerabfe-ftate.  The  kndlords  will  certainly  $nd,  that  the 
money  expended  in  this  way  will  be  a  valuable  improve- 
ment.to  their  eftatcs.— Next  to  bad  roads»  the  chief  incon- 
venience 


▼enien^e  of  which  the  people  can  complain,  is  the  want  of 
good  water.  There  are  few  fprings  in  the  low  grounds, 
and  the  (mail  ftres^ms  which  iflhc  from  the  hills  are  pol- 
luted before  they  reach  the  inhabitants  of  the  carfe.  The 
country  people  ufe  the  water  of  the  pows,  which,  in  time 
of  droughty  is  of  a  ftagnating  nature,  and  in  rain,  is 
deeply  tinfiured  by  the  clay.  The  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage dig  pit -wells,  which,  when  Idft  open,  afforil  the  moft 
paufeous  water;  and  even  when  inclofed,  and  built  up 
with  a  pump,  their  produce  is  not  of  the  moft  plea£int  or 
falutary  quality.  But  this  is  a  difadvantage  which  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  remove,  and  which  the  people  muft 
endeavour  to  fupport  as  part  of  their  natural  ddlinatioo. 


N  U  Itf. 


4SH  Stati/Hcal  Account 

NUMBER   Lxnr. 
PARISH   or  FORDOUN, 

(county  of  KINCARDINE.) 
By  the  Rev.  Mr  Alexander  Leslie. 

Namep  Skuotiom^  SoU  Surface^  lie. 

THE  ancient  name  of  this  parilli  was  Paddy  Parifhy 
from  having  been,  it  is  iaid,  for  fome  time  the  re* 
fidence,  and  afterwards  the  burial-place  of  St  Palladios. 
Fordotim  is  faid  bj  fome  to  fignifj,  in  Gaelic,  '  the  brow  or 
'  dedivitj  of  a  hill/  The  pariih  is  fituated  in  the  pre- 
(bjrterj  of  Fordoun,  and  in  the  Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams. 
It  is  pf  an  oblcmg  form,  broadeft  in  the  middle.  Its  greateft 
length  from  £•  to  W.  is  about  lo  Englifh  miles  \  its  greateft 
breadth  from  S.  to  N.  about  7.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
N.  by  the  parifli  of  Strathaen  ;  on  the  £.  by  Glenbervie 
and  Arbuthnot;  on  the  S.  by  Garvock,  Laurencekirk, 
and  Marykirk ;  and  on  the  W.  by  Fettercairn.  The  S. 
fide  of  the  parifh  is  very  flat  and  plain,  making  a  part  of 
what  is  called  the  How  of  the  Meams,  and  of  'that  fUll 
larger  valley,  called  Strathmore,  which  is  reckoned  to 
reach  from  Stonehaven  to  Dumbarton.  In  this  part  of  the 
pariih,  the  foil  is  deep,  clayey,  and  in  general  fertile.  Tbe 

Bortb 


of  Fordotm.  4^5 

north  fide  of  the  parifli  b  hilly  and  mouotamous,  the  fofl 
light  and  (hallowy  and  not  fo  fertile  as  the  other.  In  the 
plain,  the  air  is  moift ;  towards  the  hills,  dry.  The  moft 
prevailing  difeafes  are  agues  and  fevers ;  but|  as  within 
thefe  few  jears  much  of  the  ftagnated  water  has  been 
drawn  off,  and  the  lands  drained,  thele  difeafes  are  not  fo 
frequent  as  formerly.  There  are  feveral  mineral  fprings, 
but  none  of  any  confiderable  reputation*  They  are  fome- 
tlmes  drank  by  thofe  in  die  neighbourhood,  who  are  af- 
fliAed  by  ftomach  or  graveliih  complaints.  The  moft  re- 
markable mountains  are  the  Grampian  Hilb,  which  bound 
the  parifli  to  the  N.  and  run  through  the  ifland,  from  A- 
berdeen  to  Dumbarton.  They  are  covered  with  beath 
and  rock.  There  are  fome  quarries  of  freefione,  ufed  for 
building. 

Po^tf/a/ibuy  6*^.— According  to  DrWebfter's  return  the 
numbers  were  1890.  In  the  year  1771  there  were^ibout  2400 
people  in  the  pariih;  now  (1790,)  there  are  only  2258;  of 
thefe  are  about  11 58  males,  and  ixoo  females.  The  annual 
average  of  births  is  from  70  to  80  \  of  deaths  from  60  to 
70  ;  of  marriages  from  x6  to  20.  There  are  267  below  7 
years  of  age,  and  1991  above  that  age.  There  have  been 
fome  few  inftances  of  perfons  who  have  reached  the  age  of 
90,  and  X  or  2  who  have  exceeded  xoo.  Of  the  Eflabliihed 
Church  are  2001 ;  Epifcopals,  xo6;  Seceders,  151.  The 
caufe  of  depopulation  feems  to  be  the  union  of  fimns.  .The 
number  of  inhabited  houfes  is  about  470 ;  5  perfons  at  an 
average  to  each.  There  are  feveral  villages  in  the  parilh. 
That  of  Auchinblay  contains  about  100  perfons,  and  there 
is  a  weekly  fair  in  it  chiefly  for  cattle,  from  Michaelmas  to 
Chriftmas.  The  village  of  Kincardine,  in  the  weft  end*  of 
the  pariih,  contains  about  70  perfons.  From  this  village  the 
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oonntjr  ^^^  ^^  fitme,  tuid  it  was  the  cmintj  town  dil  die 
ragn  of  James  VL  of  Scodand^  who  removed  the  Courts 
from  Kincardine  €0  StonehaTen,  which  has  continned  to  be 
the  eouBtj  town  ever  finoe. 

Pr^dmetf  (^r.— The  namber  of  acres  in  the  parifli  is 
computed  to  be  ai^SSj  Scots,  or  97,747  Ea^fifli. 
Not  above  the  half  of  theCe  are  arable,  the  reft  are  moon 
and  failb  i  a  few  acres  are  planted  with  wood,  chiefly  fir,  and 
ibme  alh  and  birch.  About  a  third  of  the  arable  ground 
ma  J  be  in  turnip,  potatoes,  rye-grals  and  dorer,  flax  and 
fome  wheat ;  the  other  two  thirds  in  oats,  bear,  barley  and 
peas.  The  pariih  not  only  fnppHes  itfelf  with  prorifions, 
but  exports  a  con&derable  Quantity  of  com  and  meal,  and 
fells  a  confiderable  number  of  cattle,  iheep,  and  fame  hor- 
fes.  Oats  and  peas  are  commonly  fown  in  March,  and 
reaped  in  Ofiober.  Bear  and  barley  in  the  beginning  of 
May,  and  reaped  in  September.  Turnip  is  fow]tin  die  end 
of  June,  and  ufed  for  feeding  cattle  through  the  winter. 
Property  in  land  fells  at  15  or  30  years  purchafe.  Some  of 
the  heritors  in  this  pariih  have  of  late  given  leafes  of  57 
years  to  their  tenants,  encouragement  to  indofe  their 
grotmds,  and  to  build  commodious  faoufes  for  themfelresand 
their  families.  Were  the  fame  plan  unrrerfally  adopted 
by  landlords,  it  would  tend  very  much  to  the  comfort  of  the 
farmer,  and  to  the  improvement  of  the  country.  The 
yearly  rent  of  the  befi  arable  grounds  is  from  15  s.  to  10  s. 
Sterling  the  acre.  Inferior  grounds  from  3  s.  to  10  s.  Sterling. 
A  fpirit  of  itnprovement,  and  confequently  of  inclo&g,  is 
fpreading  among  the  tenants,  owing  to  examples  fet  be- 
fore them,  and  the  encouragement  given  them  by  the  re- 
i^eftable  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  fences,  on 
acoooBt  of  tfia  fcarcity  of  ftones,  are  made  of  earth,  with 

fine 


fitfife  or  ikom  iMMlgcs.  In  the  yean  278^  and  2785,  tUi 
pariih  was  involved  in  the  £une  calamity  with  the  reit  of  the 
country^  and  felt  the  £ime  fcareity.  Meal  fold  at  ao  s.  Sterfia^ 
the  boll.  57  bolls  of  meal  were  given  by  government  for 
the  fiipply  of  tb0  moft  n^ccffitoos;  300  bolls  were  purchafed 
with  the  poor's  money,  and  feveral  private  bcneiafiion0 
were  received ;  which  were  diftributed  among  houfUiolderi 
^nd  others^  who  were  in  want. — The  valued  rent  of  the  pn* 
riih  is  L.  72^5  Scots )  the  roal  rent  may  be  between ImJooo 
wbA  JU  4000  Sterlings 

Stiptndf  PooTf  ic. — The  value  of  the  Kviag,  including  the 
^be,  is  about  L.  200  Sterling.  The  Crown  is  patron. 
The  manfe  wa^  rebuilt  in  2779;  the  church  rebuilt  in 
1788.  The  number  of  poor  who  receive  alms  is  between 
%Q  and  30.  The  annual  Sunday  colle&ions,  at  an  average^ 
amount  to  about  L.  30  Sterling.  Befides  this^  there  isi  about 
L.  100  Sterling  lent  out,  the  intereft  of  which  is  annually 
^plied  to  the  fupfdy  of  the  poor* 

Pricet  and  Wages*  -— Beeff  veal,  muttoni  larftb,  pork,  8cc. 
&I1  at  about  3  d.  or  4  d.  the  lb. ;  about  30  years  a^o  they 
ibid  at  about  fl  d.  A  hen  now  fells  at  7  d.  and  8d.  ^  former* 
ly  at  4d.  and  5  d.  Eggs  are  now  fold  at  3  d.  the  dozen  v 
formerly  at  2  d. ;  butter  is  fold  at  7  d.  and  8  d.  the  lb. ;  for- 
aaerly  at  4  d.  and  5  d.  Cheefe  at  5  s.  the  ftone,  formerly  at 
3  a.  or  48.  The  wages  of  a  day-labourer  are  20  d.  and  is.; 
of  carpenters  and  mafions  i  s.  6  d.  >  of  tailors  6A.  and  their 
viAuals.  The  common  wages  of  fcrvants  who  are  main- 
tained  in  the  family  are  as  follows:  a  ploughman  get» 
L»  6  Sterling  a-year,  inferior  men  fervants  from  L.  2  to  L.  5 
Steiiing ;  £emak  fervants  from  L.  ^  to  L.  4  Sterling  1,  boys 
who  are  employed  as  herds  for  cattle,  borfes  or  flieep,  from 
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mzTTjf  and  iiave  hoa£Bs,  are  enabled  to  fuj^KUt  and  hang 
up  large  families  bj  the  wages  diey  receive* 

jitiiiquuies. — ^About  3  years  ago,  when  indofing  a  field 
near  this  place,  was  difcovered  an  earthen  urn  with  albesin 
ilt,  in  the  centre  of  4  large  fiones,  with  a  fiat  ftone  on  the 
top.  The  urn»  when  czpoied  to  the  air,  and  touched, 
mouldered  into  duft.  It  was  probably  a  Roman  urn,  as  at 
about  a  mile's  diflance  from  the  place  where  it  was  difco* 
yered,  there  are  ftiU  the  veftiges  of  a  Roman  camp.  The 
wall  and  ditch,  which  fiirrounded  the  camp  itfelf,  are  fcarcc- 
ly  difcemible  in  many  places,  having  been  taken  into  the 
adjacent  corn-fields ;  but  the  wall  and  ditch  which  furroond- 
ed  the  praetorium  are  very  diftinS,  which  (hew  it  to  have 
been  an  oblong  fquare.*— In  the  'V^eA  end  of  this  pariflk  at 
Kincardine,  not  far  from  Fettercaim,  are  the  rains  of  a  ca- 
file,  faid  by  tradition  to  have  been  once  a  Royal  palace,  be- 
longing to  Kenneth  III.  where  he  fometimes  refided.  It  is 
conjefhired  by  fome,  that  he  was  making  a  progrefs  from 
this  caiUe  to  Fordoun,  to  worihrp  at  the  flirine  of  St  Palla- 
dius,  when  he  wa^  killed  by.FineUain  the  manner  related 
by  Buchanan. — Not  far  from  Kincardine,  and  near  to  the 
Grampians,  is  a  mount  called  Green  Caftle,  by  fome 
thought  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  Finella,  by  otheii 
iiippoied  to  have  been  only  a  place  of  iafety  or  retreat  for 
the  depredators,  who  frequently  came  down  firom  the 
Highlands  to  carry  ofi*  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  low  country.  This  laft  conjedure  is  the  moft 
probable.  That  Finella  had  her  refidence  in  this  neighbour- 
hood is  highly  probable.  The  hill  which  runs  between 
Fordoun    and  Kincardine  has  the  name  of  Strathfinella. 

There 
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There  are  tnaay  who  fuppofe  that  the  caftle  at  Kineardaaii. 
not  Kennetii's  but  Finella's  cafile. 


Emineut  Urn.— This  pariih  is  remarkable  for  having 
been  forfome  time  the  refidence,  and  probab^  the  buria^ 
place  of  St  Palladius,  who  was  fent  bj  Pope  Celeftine  into 
Scotland  fome  time  in  the  5th  century,  tooppofe  the  Pelagian 
herefj,  and  by  whom  it  is  thought  bilbops  were  firft  ap- 
pointed in  Scotland,  having  before  that  time  been  governed 
by  monks.  That  Palladius  refided,  and  was  probably  buried 
here,  appears  from  feveral  circumilances.  There  is  a  houle 
which  flill  remains  in  the  church-yard,  called  St  Palladios's 
chapely  where,  it  is  laid,  the  image  of  the  faint  was  kept, 
and  to  which  pilgrimages  were  performed  from  the  moft 
4liiiant  parts  of  Scotland.  There  is  a  well  at  the  comer  of 
die  miniiler's  garden,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  Paldy 
weU.— This  pariih  is  farther  remarkable  in  having  been,  if 
not  the  birth-place,  at  lead,  the  temporary  refidence,  and  . 
.  probably  the  burial-place  of  John  Fordoun,  author  of  the 
Scoiicbronicon^  one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  moft  authentic 
hiflories  which  have  been  publiihed  of  Scotland.  He 
is  thought  by  fome  to  have  been  a  man  of  property  in  this 
parifli ;  by  others,  with  greater  probability,  to  have  been  a 
monk  who  redded  here.— This  parifti  has  alfo  given  birth 
Co  the  prefent  Lord  Monboddo,  a  man  well  known  in  the 
literary  world  by  his  writings  on  ancient  metaphyfics,  and 
on  the  origin  a|id  progrels  of  language.  ^ 

MifceUanious  Obfervations. — ^In  the  fouth  fide  of  the  pa- 
riih, the  fuel  commonly  ufed  is  coal,  which  is  brought 
from  Stonehaven  or  John's  haven,  the  diftance  xo  Engliih 
mSes.  Seventy-two  ftone  of  Scotch  coals  are  fold  on  the 
ihore,  at  8  s.  and  9  s.  Sterling.  A  barrel,  that  is  X2  ftone 
of  Englifli  coals,  is  fold  for  x  s.  6  d.  and  z  s.  8  d.    In  the. 

north 
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twiSi  Adfe  of  the  pariflt,  d&e  xboR  cosinon  fiiei  is  peala  sn4 
tarfi,  which  are  brought  from  the  Gmpian  HUb.-— Tlio 
poft-roads  and  bridges  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  flatntc-la- 
tear,  which  b  oommoaly  ^xafM  in  kind.  The  cro6  roads 
tre  Terj  mith  oegJeAed.  Tlie  jhhafaitantB  in  general  axe 
ilinch  arerlie  to  tnmpikes,  thinking  they  would  render  their 
ttravelHog  from  phce  to  jdace^  aiid  the  carrying  their  goods 
ttt  market,  mnch  more  expenfire  than  at  pitefest^^ome- 
Wlat  more  than  a  year  ago,  a  remarkable  whirlwind  hap- 
|Koed  at  ooe  pf  the  great  fairs  in  this  country,  called  Pal« 
dy  fair,  and  ^rhich  Hands  in  this  parifli,  by  which  fome  of 
Ihe  tents  in  the  market  were  unroofed.  It  was  aocompa- 
filed  with  thunder  and  lightnbg,  and  fuoceeded  by  a  fnd- 
Sen  fall  of  rain  and  hail,  which  ^veiled  die  finall  river  of 
jBervie,  which  is  the  largeft  in  th^  parifli,  and  runs  near  to 
<he  market-place,  to  fuch  a  height,  that  for  feveral  hoars  it 
yk3S  impoffible  to  pais  it  even  on  hor&baek.-^The  language 
Ijpoken  b  Engliih,  with  the  provmcial  accent.  Many 
Ibmes  of  plapes  are  pf  Gaelic  extra&ion.*— The  peo^  here 
tre  taller  and  ftronger  made  than  the  generality  of  thck  to 
Ihe  north  or  weft.  Several  of  them  exceed  6  feet.  They 
ire  in  ^general  ioduftrious.-— The  principal  mannfaftnre  b 
fpinning  of  flaic,  and  weaving  cloth,  efpecially  linen  clA. 
^ing  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fea,  the  parifhioners  feem 
liot  to  be  fond  of  a  feaftring  life,  and  few  of  them  choofe  a 
intlitary  one.  They  are  in  general  humane  and  gcnieroQSi 
contented  and  happy.  They  dreis  better,  and  live  better 
fn  their  own  houfes  now,  than  they  did  20  or  30  years  ago. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  taverns  and  public-houfes  are  not  b 
|nucli  frequented  now  as  then. 
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IT  m  tbe  opinion  of  fome>  diftt  the  kiam6  is  onginalff 
Gaelici  wd  expr«ffive  of  the  fitiiati<m  $  others  trace  it 
from  a  faint,  whofe  name  wks  Gtafsi  and  poiiit  out  a  weH 
of  fine  water,  cdled  St  Glais's  well.  The  parifii  is  fittr^ 
aced  in  the  preftytery  of  Kirkaldy,  and  Synod  of  Fife. 
The  extent  from  W,  to  £.  is  about  4  computed  miles,  an4 
a  from  N.  to  S.  Its  fbrm  is  nearly  a  parallelogram,  and 
at  is  bonnded  on  the  W.  by  part  of  Portmoak,  Sallingry, 
and  Anchterderran ;  on  die  £•  by  fNut  of  Maxkinch  and 
IXyfart ;  on  the  N.  by  the  river  df  Leven,-  and  part  cS 
Portmoak  and  Leflie ;  on  the  S.  by  part  of  Dyiart  anik 
Anchterderran.  The  diftrift  is  partly  flat  on  the  banks  of 
Lochty  and  Ore,  two  fmall  rividets ;  at  a  (mall  diftance 
£rom  which,  the  ground  has  a  regokr  afisent,  and  forms  a 
ridges.  The  foil  is  partly  light  loam,  and  partly  ftron^ 
day,  with  rich  meadows  on  tht  banks  d£  the  rivers.  The 
^breams  woirid  abound  with  exeeHent  trout.  Were  the  peo- 
^  teftrtined  from  iratering  theic  flax  in  tfaem.    The  I;^* 
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ven  produces  trout  of  the  fSune  quality  with  tbofie  in  Lodi- 
leven»  with  pike  and  fome  Csdmon.  The  air  in  the  flat 
part  of  the  parifli  b  dampt  and  often  oocafions  rheunia- 
tifms.  There  are  many  ftone  quarries  and  coal  minea. 
Coat  is  the  only  fuel.  The  mine  prefiently  worked  is 
efteemed  the  beft  burning  coal  in  Fife.  The  coals  are  fold 
on  the  hill  at  6  d.  the  load,  each  load  weighing  aa  ftone 
Dutch  weight.  There  are  a  moors,  both  covered  with 
ftonesy  heath,  and  furze;  but  being  commonties,  no  attempt 
is  made  to  divide  or  bring .  them  into  a  better  flate,  ^Hiidi 
might  be  done  at  Cmall  ezpence. 


'^  Population.-^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
numbers  were  998.  Population  has  not  varied  much  thefe 
ao  years.  The  number  of  fouls  was  then  about  laoo,  and 
does  not  at  thi^day  exceed  it.  Though  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  have  increafed  from  150  to  ajo,  the  other  parts 
of  the  parilfa  have  fuflered  a  proportionable  decrea£e,  from 
^  number  of  the  fmall  farms  being  thrown  into  one.  Births 
^re  nearly  z$  or  30  annually ;  but  as  the  half  of  the  heads 
of  families  adhere  to  fome  or  other  of  the  SeAaries,  the 
births  of  their  children  cannot  be  well  alccrtained  i  as  few 
of  them  are  inclined  to  have  their  names  recorded  in  die 
pariih  rafter,  which  fubjeds  them  to  a  fmall  ezpenoe. 
There .  are  34  farms  in  this  jMuifli,  befides  cottagers  and 
feuers.  The  trades  are  weavers,  employed  by  the  manu- 
fadurers  in  the  coaft  towns,  with  mafons,  &c« 

Agricitkuri^  lie. — ^Plantations  are  in  a  very  profperous 
ftate  in  many  places.  The  extent  of  the  parifli  is  about  6000 
acres  nearly.  The  whole  rent  in  money  and  vi&ual  is  about 
L.  3000  yearly.  There  is  fcarcely  one-third  of  the  land  in 
tillage.  Above  two-thirds  in  paflurage.  The  parifli  is  fnffi- 
cient  to  fupply  itielf  in  provifions,  and  can  lend  to  maket 

about 
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about  aoo  black  cattle,  and  40  hoifes  annually ^befides  vheat, 
barley,  and  oat-meal  to  a  confiderable  amount. ,  The  breed 
of  ca^ttle  is  greatly  improved  in  fize  and  quality.  Oxen, 
after  ploughing  is  over,  fell  at  L.  20,  aaj^  feme  at  L.  24  the 
yoke,  for  putting  on  grals-fields.  The  breed  of  draught 
horiies  is  aUb  much  improved  within  thefe  20  years,  owing 
to  the  particular  attention  of  Major  Aytoun  of  Inchdairnic, 
who  fent  down  from  England  the  beft  fiallions  and  FIan« 
ders  mares  ever  ieen  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Former- 
ly each  farmer  kept  or  bred  flieep ;  but  now  there  are* 
none,  except  a  few  ewes  and  lambs  for  the  ufe  of  families, 
owing  to  the  general  praftice  of  inclofing  with  ditch  and- 
hedge  and  Galloway  dikes,  and  laying  down  the  mclofed 
fields  with  grais-feeds.  Nearly  x8oo  cattle,  including 
hor&s^  are  paflured  here  annually.  There  are  fown  with- 
lintfeed  ft'om  80  to  100  acres ;  with  oats  and  barley  about 
1200;  with  wheat  above  120.  PoUtoes,  turnip  and  fum«« 
mer  fallow,  occupy  200.  Oats  and  peas  are  fown  in  March, 
lintfeed  in  middle  of  April,  barley  firom  end  of  April  to 
end  of  May. 

Stipend^  Poor,  ^r.«*The  living  is  6  chalders  vidual,  3 
bear,  and  3  meal,  with  L.  40  money.  The  Counteis  of  Ro^ 
thes  has  the  patronage.  The  church  was  repaired  in  1773, 
and  the  manfe  rebuilt  in  2774.  There  are  23  heritors 
who  pay  ftipend ;  of  this  number  6  are  feuers.  The  feuers 
only  refide.— The  ufual  number  of  poor,  including  their 
children,  are  between  30  and  40.  They  are  not  allowed 
to  beg,  the  parifh  funds  being  fiifficient  for  their  fubfift- 
ence,  and  amount  in  whole  to  near  L.  40  yearly,  in  land, 
money  and  coUedions. 

Prices  and  Wages. -^^Dunng  fpring  and  fummer,  good 
beef  is  fold  at  5  d.  the  pound,  veal,  mutton  and  lamb, 
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fr«a  4vA  til  54  aMl6d.  aH  Tioii  weigM,  witkin  1U 
boondB  of  the  pidb jterj  of  Kirkaldj.  The  lower  Gi9fi  oSi 
no  aaivial  food,  but  live  on  mefll*  potatoes,  i&ilk  aad  finaH 
beer»  with  kail.— A  commoa  labourer  earn  la.  a-day. 
Senrauta  wages  are  of  late  greatlj  increaied.  A  maa  ier- 
icaat's  wages  for  the  plouj^  and  cart  are  frooa  L.  5,  5  a.  to 
L. 7,  7S.  yearlj.    Maid  feryaoli  from  L.a»  los.  to  L^j. 


UifaBamom  OlJirvations.f'^Thett  is  00I7  one  village 
in  this  parifli^— ToU-bars  are  ^tdy  ersded^— Rent  of  land 
varies  with  the  foil  aad  crops.  Some  aoses  are  kt  at  5  s. 
each»  others  at  15  a.  and  L.  x,  los. ;  and  when  let  for  lial* 
fted  or  potatoes,  at  L.  3,  L.  4,  and  L.  5.  There  is  a  hill 
called  Goat-milk  Hill,  let  ao  years  ago  at  L.  25,  for  ibme 
years  paft  it  rents  at  L.  lao ;  it  is  24  acres.  The  rents  of 
fiffms  are  from  L.  ao  to  L.  aco,  and  the  higheft  rent  is  fior 
the  mod  part  the  cheapeft  bargain.  Twenty  years  ago, 
few  Carms  in  this  parifli  were  inclofcd  \  now  every  fiurm  is 
cither  inclofed  in  whole,  or  in  part,  to  which  the  people 
are  now  perfedly  reconciled.^-Civilization  of  manners  has 
made  a  little  progreis  among  farmers  and  the  better  fort 
of  inhabitants.  The  fewer  dais  feem,  in  a  great  mealbie« 
to  retain  the  roogh  manners  and  barbaroos  cuftonds  of  their 
aaceftors^  while  each  vie  with  the  other  in  espenfive  drefii, 
often  above  their  ftatioo,  or  what  they  can  feldom  a&rdv 
which  may  be  oecafioned  by  their  high  wages,  and  rednoed 
prices  of  home  manttfiidoras»  as  wdl  as  a  tafte  for  that 
^cicaofhizury. 
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» 
NUMBER     LXVI. 

PARISH    OF    CRAWFORO, 
(county    of    LANARK.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  James  Maconochi£« 

Namey  Situation^  Surface^  Climate^  Soilf  Uc. 

'THHIS  parifli  was  anciently  known  by  the  name  of 
•*•  Douglas-moor^  and  part  of  it  by^that  of  Friar^moor* 
The  Douglas  &niily  have  Aill  lands  in  this  place,  and 
that  they  had  once  great  property  in  it,  appears  from  the 
fuperiorities  of  a  great  part  of  the  parifli  belonging  to 
Lord  Douglas,  the  reprefentative  of  thnt  family.  Ac 
what  time  the  name  Crawford  or  Cratu/oKdmoor  began 
to  prevail,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn.  The  parifli  is 
in  the  prefbytery  of  Lanark,  and  Synod  of  Glafgow  and 
Air.  Crawford,  which  forms  the  S.  £.  corner  of  Lanark* 
fhire,  is  bounded  by  8  or  9  diiferent  parifiies ;  but  more 
particularly,  it  has  Tweed's-muir  to  the  £. ;  Durifdeer  to 
the  S.  \  Crawford- John  to  the  W. ;  and  Lamington  to 
the  N.  The  length  from  S.  £.  to  N.  W.  in  other  words^ 
from  the  fource  of  the  Daire  (the  principal  branch  of  the 
Clyde)  to  the  place  where  the  Clyde  leaves  the  parifli, 
is  18  miles.  The  breadth  from  the  boundary  toward 
Wanlock-head  to  that  on  Tweed's-muir,  is  between  zj  and 
Vol.  IV.  3  S  z6 
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x6  miles.  All  this  extent  of  cotintrj,  a  few  appesdage^ 
excepted,  is  poflcflcd  by  14  farmers  or  ftoremafters.  The 
3  principal  rivers  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  viz.  the  Cljde, 
the  Tweed  and  the  Annan,  have  their  fources  in  the  hiUs 
which  divide  us  from  Twe^d's-nquir.  The  hill  called  the 
Landers  is  chiefly  within  this  pariih,  and  is  the  highefi  in 
the  fquth  of  Scotland  \  its  elevation  above  the  fea  being 
3150  feet.  As  to  the  climate,  the  following  fa6l  may  be 
ftated:  In  January  1785,  a  man  periihed  here  in  the 
fnow ;  his  body,  which  was  not  found  till  the  month  of 
April  following,  was  then  fcarcely  begun  to  putrefy.  That 
winter  was  indeed  remarkable  for  fnow  and  drift,  and 
the  fpring  for  froft.  At  prefent,  (middle  of  June  1791), 
the  froft,  attended  with  ihowers  of  hail,  has  been  for  fome 
nights  fo  ftrong  as  to  freeze  water  to  the  thick neis  of  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  at  Icaft.  The  confequcnccs  have  been 
hurtful  to  potatoes,  leaves  of  trees,  kail,  &c.  Our  village 
is  30  miles  diftant  from  D»o>fries,  40  from  Glafgow, 
and  rather  more  firora  Edinburgh.  There  is  a  vitible 
defcent  on  every  fide,  except  perhaps  toward  Crawford* 
John  and  Moor-kirk. 

A^jrricuhure^  Uc. — The  greateft  part  of  the  parifb  con- 
iifts  of  hills  or  moors.  Thefe  are  abundantly  fit  for  pa- 
fture.  Many  of  them  are  quite  green.  Others,  which  are 
pattly  covered  with  heath,  have  a  great  deal  of  the  t:rafe 
called  bent,  which  becomes  very  luxuriant  in  the  moitths 
of  July  and  Auguft.  In  fome  high  pinees,  there  is  very 
good  mofs,  out  of  which  peats  arc  dug,  which  confiitute 
the  principal  fuel.  In  many  diftriAs  where  peats  cannot 
be  dug,  the  earth  is  black! fh,  and  inclined  to  mofs.  The 
valleys  confift  generally  of  a  fpongy  light  foi^  ^nd  fome- 
times  of  clay,  and  are  aH  covered  during  the  fummer  with 
ft  very  fine  vevdure.  The  wet  and  fwampy  grounds  pro- 
duce 
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duce  fpratts»  which  are  often  cut  and  made  into  hay.    At 
the  fame  time,  it  mud  be  acknowledged,  that  the  face  of 
oar  country  is  naked,  and  how  fit  foever  for  pafture  on  thb 
whole,  there  is  wafle  ground  in  many  places.    Foreils  or 
natural  wood  have  been   deftroyed   long  ago,  of  whichi 
however,  there   are.  fome  fmall  remains.     As  to  planta« 
tions  either  of  trees  or  hedges,  we  have  made  but  little 
progreis.     Stone  fences  are  even  in  their  infancy.     There 
are  a  few  trees,  fome  of  which  are  feemingly  of  great  age, 
about  the  caiUe  of  Crawford.     The  late  Mr  Irvin  planted 
fome  ftrips  round  his  houfe,  which  -begin  to  decay  alrea- 
dy.    Sheep  and  trees  thrive  not  together.     The  great  ob- 
itacle  to  improvements  in  this  way,  and  perhaps  in  all  o- 
thers,  arlfes  fron^  a  caufe,  which,  in  all  likelihood,  will  not 
be  foon  removed  ;  the  principal  heritors  of  the  parifh  live 
at  a  diftance  from  it.-— One  improvement  has  taken  place 
lately,  which  may  be  confidered  as  preparative  to  many 
others.     The  public  road  from  Douglas  mill  to  Moffat, 
which  goes  through  our  pariih,  has  been  completed  with* 
in  thefe  10  years.     The  Glafgow  and  Carlifle  carriers  go 
thb  road  every  week,  and  for  3  years  pail,  one  mail-coach 
comes  down,  and  another  goes  up  every  day» — The  pro- 
portion of  arable  ground  to  that  of  pafture,  may  be  as  z 
to  ^00 :  Some   hold   it  to   be   no   more   than   i  to  300. 
There  are  feveral  farms  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  pariOi, 
where  grain  has  not  been  fown  in  the  memory  of  man* 
The   proportion   of    the   arable   to   the   ground   adually 
ploughed  every  year,  is  about  i  to  20.     Our  fituation  and 
climate  have   been   adverfe  to  agriculture,  even  in  our 
loweft  grounds.     The  common  oats   were  not  ripe  lail 
year  (1790)  when  the  froft  came,  which  was  about  the 
9thofOdober.     AU  our  crops  fince  1782,  one  only  ex- 
cepted, have  been  hurt  more  or  lefs  by  the  froft.— Our 
Ibil  being  wet  and  fpongy,  manure  Can  feldom  be  pro* 
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vided  during  the  winter^  and  in  the  fiunmert  our  fiore* 
maften  are  employed  in  a  different  way.  This  gives  our 
fields  an  uncouth  look,  and  even  renders  the  crops  later 
than  they  would  otherwife  be.  This  de&&  is  in  fome 
meafure  fupplifcd  by  the  natural  fertility  of  our  lands. 

When  the  feafons  are  good,  no  ground  in  Clydefdale  pro- 
duces more  plentifully ;  but  even  in  {he  bed  years,  the 
grain  is  fmall.  Oats  and  barley  are  the  common,  or  only 
crops.  Peas  are  fometimes  tried,  but  feldom  with  fucceis. 
Potatoes  and  flax  are  cultivated  for  private  ufe.  Few  or 
none  take  the  trouble  to  lay  down  fields  with  grafs-feeds, 
or  to  fow  turnip.— Heretofore,  a  great  number  of  cows 
were  keeped  on  each  farm ;  but  flieep  is  now  the  grand 
objed  of  attention.  The  beft  of  them,  that  is,  thole  come 
to  the  age  of  3  (mt  4  years,  fell  from  12  s.  to  15  s.  the 
head.  The  iheep  reared  here,  are  thoie  with  black  faces 
and  black  feet ;  confequently  the  wool  is  coarfe,  and  has  a 
mixture  of  black.  The  fioremafters,  however,  look  upon 
the  black  faced  iheep  as  moft  profitable  on  the  whole. 
Q'hcy  are  ftrong,  which  fits  them  for  enduring  the  colds  of 
winter,  and  they  grow  to  a  great  fize.  The  wool  (M 
here  about  9  years  ago  from  i  s.  6  d.  to  2  s.  6  d.  the  ftone. 
None  of  it  is  now  fold  for  lefs  than  5  s.  Part  of  it  goes 
to  England  by  land-carriage,  and  part  of  it  is  (hipped  at 
Leith.  It  is  not  the  cuftom  to  wafli  the  iheep  before  they 
are  (horn.  The  farmers  are  apprehenfive  left  the  putring 
of  them  into  the  water  ihould  prevent  their  &ttening. 
A  little  more  attention,  however,  begins  to  be  ihewn  to 
the  wool,  in  confequence  of  the  rife  of  the  price.  I  ihould 
take  the  average  price  of  a  iheep's  grais  to  be  at  prefcnt 
2  s.  or  nearly  fo. — There  is  not  a  more  adive  or  intelli* 
gent  fet  in  this  country  than  our  iloremafters.— The  pre- 
fent  rent  of  the  parilh  is  L.  3400.  The  £u:mers  iay,  that 
^e  rents  ^e  too  htgh|  and  that  if  there  happen  any  £d) 
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in  the  priee  of  flieep»  they  cannot  ftand  it.    None  of  our 
heritors  take  entry  money  or  grafliim,  except  one. 

Population* — At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
numbers  were  2009.  The  population  of  Crawford  amounts 
at  prefent  to  about  510  perfons,  exclufive  of  Leadhills, 
where  the  numbers  amount  at  prefent  to  970 ;  in  all, 
1490.  The  baptifms  of  children  belonging  to  parents  of 
the  Eftabliihed  Church  are  commonly  from  la  to  14  an- 
nually. The  bulk  of  the  people  belong  to  the  Eftabliihed 
Church;  about  6  Seceders,  and  20  Cameronians.  'The 
population  has  been  greatly  reduced.  About  40  years  »- 
go,  the  numbers,  I  am  told,  were  at  leaft  double  of  what 
they  are  at  prefent  \  and,  by  all  accounts,  the  farmers  were 
then  more  than  double  their  prefent  number.  As  the 
engroffing  of  farms  went  on,  the  inhabitants  thinned. 

Wages^  Wir. — ^The  old  people  fay,  that  one  fervant  does 
as  much  work  now  as  two  in  former  times.  This  is  ia 
fome  degree  requifite,  as  the  wages  are  alfo  about  doubled. 
A  maid  fervant,  fit  for  out  door  work,  that  is,  for  hoeing 
potatoes,  working  at  hay,  milking  ewes  and  reaping  corn^ 
receives  40  s.  in  the  fummer  half-year,  whereas,  30  years 
ago,  (he  would  fcarcely  have  got  L.  i.  A  ploughman  re- 
ceives from  L.  6  to  L.  8  yearly ;  befides  thefe  who  live 
in  the  mafter's  houfe,  and  have  viduals  there,  there  are 
herds  who  commonly  live  in  a  feparate  houfe.  They 
are  allowed  grafs  for  a  certain  number  of  iheep  and  cows, 
and  a  certain  quantity  of  meal  for  board,  which  in  all  a- 
mounts  from  L.  10  to  L.  12  a-year.  Every  fhepherd  is 
attended  by  his  dog ;  he  fbnds  in  the  valley,  and  fends 
the  dog  up  the  hill  to  the  iheep.  When  the  animal  hath 
executed  in  part  the  commii&on  with  which  he  was  fent 
put|  be  tumsy  looks  at  his  mafter,  and  waits  for  further 
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orders.  When,  bj  certain^  wordst  or  nther  vocal  fbonds, 
he  hath  learned  anew  the  will  of  his  mafter,  he  fets  off 
again,  and  moves  the  (heep  in  whatever  diredioo  he  is 
commanded.  But  in  a  fevere  winter,  the  bufineis  is  more 
ferious.  When  it  drifts,  the  (hepherds  are  obliged  to 
(land  upon  the  hills  all  night  with  the  flieep,  left  tbey 
ihould  be  fuffocated  in  the  fnow,  which  fometimes  hap- 
pens. How  fevere,  however,  the  weather  may  be,  the 
iheep  are  feldom  fed  upon  hay. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor. — ^The  ilipend  is  L.  icoo  Scots. 
The  King  is  patron  -,  but  fome  &y,  that  the  right  is  veiled 
in  the  family  of  Douglas.  The  church,  manfe,  and  fchool- 
houfe  are  old  buildings*  and  not  in  good  repair. — ^Tbe 
fchoolmader's  falary  is  L.  loo  Scots.  The  children  tt 
fchool,  coniidering  our  population,  and  the  diftance  of  fomc 
parts  of  the  pariih  from  the  fchool,  are  numerous,  being 
feldom  under  30.  The  quarterly  fees  are  from  is.  to  2s. 
6d. — Of  poor  we  have  not  a  great  number.  There  have 
not  been,  at  any  one  time  during  my  incumbency,  above 
15  or  16  on  the  roll.  At  prefent  there  is  only  10.  To 
thefe  the  feflion  makes  a  diftiibution  quarterly.  The  funds 
a  rife  from  coUeflions  in  the  church,  and  the  intereft  of  a 
fmall  fum  of  money.  We  diftribute  at  prefent,  to  the  a- 
mount  of  L.  2,  10  a.  on  quarter-day,  befide  fupplying  the 
exigencies  that  occur  during  the  quarter,  which  may  make 
about  I  OS.  more.  At  an  average,  however,  our  diflribu- 
(ions  do  not  exceed  40s.  while  our  numbers  are  fo  few. 
What  has  been  now  faid  of  our  poor,  is  to  be  nnderftood 
excluiively  of  Leadhills.  The  poor  of  Leadhills,  about  17 
in  number,  are  fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  and  the 
coUedions  that  are  made  in  the  chapel  there. 
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Lead  Mines. — Leadhilk  contain  the  mod  famous  and  an- 
cient lead  mines  in  Scotland.     There  are  two  companies 
there,  the  a£faix«  of  which  are  conduced  with  great  judg- 
ment and  (»:onom7.     The  moil  confiderable  is  that  known 
bj  the  name  of  the  Scotch  Mining  Companj,  of  which  Mr 
Stirling  is  ovcrfeer.     The  firft  objeft  that  ftrikes  the  eye, 
in  this  mountainous  region,  is  the  fpot  of  ground  round 
this  gentleman's  houfe.     The  hpufe  itfelf  is  on  the  fame 
le.vel  with  the  top  of  Tintock,  which  is  looked  upon  as  a 
very  high  hill  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  it  is  fitua- 
ted.     The  fpot  I  mention,  cannot  amount  to  more  than  3 
acres.      It  contains,   befide    an    houfe-Aead,   offices,   and 
counting-room,   a  bowling  green,   a   garden,  and  a  park 
which  feeds  two  cows,  with  ftrips  of  planting,  which  beau- 
tifully interline  and  furround  the  whole.     The  park  is  not 
above  an  acre,  yet,  as  I  faid,  it  feeds  two  cows.     The 
ground  within  half  a  gun-fhot  of  it,  without  the  inclofure, 
would  be  highly  rented  at  i  s.  the  acre.     This  fhews  what 
culture  will  effed  even  in  a  wildemefs.     There  are  nearly 
200    men    employed    by  the.  Scotch  Mining  Company, 
Thefe  arc  fubdivided  into  pickmen,  fmelters,  wafliers,  and 
labourers,  befides  carpenters  and  fmiths.     The  payment  of 
the  pickmen  depends  upon  the  quantity  of  lead  found. 
Five  or  fix  of  them  join,  and  take  what  they  call  a  bargain, 
and  according  as  it  proves  more  or  lefs  productive  of  lead, 
their  wages  are  more  or  lefs.     But  at  an  avera;^e,  I  am  told 
every  man  receives  from  L.  18  to  L.  20  a-year.     A  fmelter 
receives  fully  as  much.     Moft  of  the  wafhers  are  very 
young,  their  wages  therefore  are  lefe.     The  labourers  who 
clear  away  rubbifh  from  behind  the  pickmen,  make  each 
from  L.  12  to  L.  14  a-year.     Meal  and  barley  are  purcha- 
fed  by  both  overfeers,  and  refcrved  in  ftores,  out  of  which 
all  the  hands  emploj^d  oy  the  refpeflive  Companies,  re- 
ceive every  week  a  certain  quantity  for  their  families, 
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which  makes  part  of  their  pay.  They  work  iir  the  mhitf 
onlj  6  hours  in  the  24.  Having  therefore  a  great  deal  of 
fpare  time,  the j  employ  themfelvcs  in  reading,  and  for  this 
porpoie  have  been  at  the  expenoe  of  fitting  up  a  library, 
out  of  which  every  one  who  contributes  to  the  expence  re- 
ceives books.  There  is  a  very  good  (chool  in  the  place. 
1  {hall  only  farther  obferve,  that  the  lead  has  for  feveral 
years  pafl  been  found  very  plentifully  \  and  that  it  fetches 
a  much  higher  price  at  market  than  it  did  10  years  ago. 
The  Earl  of  Hopetoon  receives  the  iizth  bar  for  rent.  His 
bailie,  who  fees  all  the  lead  weighed,  and  that  for  the  rent 
fent  apart,  has  favoured  me  with  a  note  of  the  number  of 
bars  fmelted  at  LeadhiUs,  that  is,  by  the  two  Companies, 
in  1786  and  in  1790,  and  the  crops,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  call  them  fo,  in  thefe  feveraj  years,  were  to  one  another 
nearly  in  the  proportion  of  10  to  18  ^  that  of  1790  amountiiig 
to  within  a  very  few  bars  of  x8,ood;  whereas  that  of  1786 
amounted  only  to  10,080.  But  the  produft  of  1786  is 
looked  upon  as  a  very  bad  crop.  The  price  of  lead  rofc 
coniiderably  after  the  conclufion  of  the  American  war.  At 
one  time  it  was  about  a  third  more.  I  am  told,  that  at  pre- 
fent  it  has  rather  fallen  a  little  ^  and.  that  the  chief  vents 
for  it  are  Holland  and  RufDa. 

Village  of  Crawford. — This  town,  for  fuch  is  the  name  it 
goes  by,  confifts  of  above  20  freedoms,  which,  till  withia 
thefe  15  years,  were  in  the  form  of  run-rig.  Thefe  free- 
doms were  not  freeholds ;  they  were  all  holden  of  fuperi- 
ors,  either  of  the  Crawfords  or  Douglafles.  Befides  the 
mailers  of  thefe  freedoms,  who  were  called  Lairds,  and  their 
wives  Ladies,  there  was  a  fubordinate  rank,  who  feued 
ground  for  a  houfe  and  a  yard.  Each  freedom  confined  of 
4  or  5  acres  of  croft  land,  parcelled  out  in  all  the  di&reot 
parts  of  the  town,  with  a  privilege  of  keeping  a  certaia 
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nomber  of  iheep,  cows^  and  horfes,  on  the  hill  or  commoa 
paftare.  This  little  republic  was  governed  bj  a  birley 
courif  in  which  every  proprietor  of  a  freedom  had  a  vote. 
If  the  proprietor  refided  not  in  the  place,  hip  tenant  voted 
for  him.  The  great  buiinefs  of  the  court  was  to  determine 
the  proportion  and  number  of  fheep,  cows,  and  horfes, 
which  the  refpedive  proprietors  (hould  keep  on  the  common 
pa(faire.  As  there  was  but  little  fubordination  in  the  courts 
it  was  remarkable  for  nothing  fo  much  as  the  noife  that  at- 
tended its  deliberations.  From  the  court  that  was  held 
weekly,  the' members  adjourned  to  an  ale-houfe.  The  bills 
^t  the  ale-houfe  were  not  cleared  above  once  or  twice  in 
the  year,  namely,  when  fome  iheep  or  a  cow  had  been  fold, 
and  payment  received.  Thus  the  year  went  round.  No 
time  was  beilowed,  in  what  may  be  called  cultivating  and 
improving  their  property.  The  dung  they  put  upon  their 
fields,  as  they  threw  it  out  of  their  byres  -,  and,  if  they 
found  any  man  more  induftrious  than  themlelves,  that  was 
difpofed  to  purchale  it,  they  took  not  that  trouble.  Lime, 
which  is  at  no  great  diftance,  they  never  thought  of  driving. 
With  the  natural,  I  had  almoft  faid  with  the  fpontaneous 
produce  of  the  foil,  were  thefe  men  content.  What  a  con- 
trail between  thefe  habits,  and  the  aftivity  and  diligence 
of  our  prefent  farmers !  Hence  I  conclude,  that  in  order  to 
excite  induftry  in  a  country,  fomething  more  is  neceflary 
than  that  every  man  have  hb  houfe  and  his  field.  It  is  ne^ 
ceflary,  that  Gothic  manners,  or  the  indolent  habit  of  all 
barbarians,  be  baniflied,  and  a  fpirit  of  ambition  and  inter- 
prife  be  introduced.  There  is  ftiU  great  want  of  induftry 
in  our  village  y  yet  the  old  people  fpeak  of  the  eafy  life  of 
former  times,  as  making  the  moll  ftriking  difference  be- 
tween, them  and  the  prefent.  .  Since  the  divifion  of  the 
town,  cultivation  is  mesded.  There  are  now  nM>re  fiona 
.   Vol.  IV.  3T  fencei 
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fences  on  what  was  formerlj  called  the  town  of  CrawCord, 
than  there  are  in  all  the  parifh  befides.  One  of  my  neigh- 
bours has  been  at  confiderable  expenfe,  not  oolj  in  inclo^ 
fiog  his  freedom,  and  building  a  houfe,  but  in  improving 
his  ground,  and  planting  trees. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. — ^With  refped  to  the  commcii  . 
people  in  this  parifh,  and  indeed,  in  aU  the  pariihes  round 
me,  I  obferve  a  fobrietj  or  regard  to  moral  condufl,  which, 
I  hope,  proceeds  froih  religious  principle.  The  herds  and 
their  wives,  who  live  at  too  great  a  diilance  from  the  pu- 
blic fchool  to  fend  their  children  thither,  are  careful  to 
teach  them  not  only  to  read  the  Bible,  but  to  get  pfalms  by 
heart,  &c.  There  may  be  inftances  of  petty  thefts,  bnt 
great  or  daring  ones  are  very  rare.  The  greateft  nuilances 
to  which  we  are  expofed,  are  ftroUing  beggars,  who  go  »• 
bout  the  country,  more  especially  at  the  time  of  (bearing 
the  iheep,  and  men  in  trowfers  who  pretend  to  be  failors  is 
diflrefs-^-Tbe  prevailing  diftempers  or  ailments  in  this 
place,  are  the  rheumatifm  and  the  fcurvy.  The  humidity 
of  our  air  is  fufEcient  to  account  for  the  former,  and  I  af- 
cribe  the  latter  to  the  manner  of  living.  Salt  mutton  and 
beef  confiitute  a  principle  article  of  food.  The  pec^le  in 
general  are  extremely  fond  of  them,  and  at  the  fame  time 
are  avcrfe  to  vegetables.  In  the  mid-land  parts  of  the 
county  of  Banff,  where  I  was  bom,  flefli  made  firUom  a 
part  of  the  ordinary  diet  of  the  common  people ;  when  it 
was  ufed,  it  was  eaten  indeed  without  vegetables,  but  it  was 
always  eaten  in  a  manner  frelh.  Both  rheumatifms  and 
fcurvy  were  much  lefs  frequently  fubje£b  of  complaint 
there  tlian  here.— The  ancient  ftate  of  this  parifli  furmflie& 
perhaps  as  much  fubjed  for  {peculation  as  the  prefent.    We 

have  a  Roman  roaHs^  and  no  lefs  than  the  fites  of  3^  campsr 
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tud  to  be  Rx>man»  but  even  tbe  yeftiges  are  greatly  deSued. 
There  are,  however,  evident  marks  of  what  was  the  fiate 
of  the  cottntrj  in  general  about  200  years  ago.    Tower 
Lindfay,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  village  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Clyde,  was,  no  doubt,  a  fortified  place.     The  prefent 
eaftle  fcarcely  deferves  the  name ;  but  the  ancient  tower 
was  famous  even  in  the  days  of  Wallace.     There  b  a  tra- 
dition, that  it  was  ftormed  by  that  hero^  and  jO  Englilh- 
men  killed  in  it.     It  now  lies  in  tbe  form  of  a  large  heap 
of  earth,  all  over  green.     The  houfes  on  the  farms  in  the 
moor  were  formerly  ilone-vaults,  fome  of  which  remain. 
Thefe  are  ftill  pointed  to  as  the  ftrong  holds  where  the  in- 
habitants preferved  themfelves  and  their  property,  at  the 
time  when  the  Douglafles  of  Clydefdale,  and  the  Jardines 
and  Johnftones  of  Annandale,  were  carrying  on  their  hofti- 
lities  and  depredations. — There  are  hills  in  the  pariib,  call- 
ed watches,  where  perfons  iat  in  order  to  give  notice  on 
the  firfl  approach  of  an  enemy.     Thefe  notices  were  com- 
municated almoft  inftantaneoufly,  from  the  head  of  the  pa- 
rilh  to  the  lower  end,  by  fmoke  in  the  day,  and  flame  in 
the  night. — ^Queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  the  direAion  of  af- 
£drs  in  this  country  during  the  captivity  of  the  unfortimate 
Mary,  fent  down  a  German  to  gather  gold  duft  in  the  wa- 
ters of  Elvan  and  Glengonar,  both  which  have  their  fources 
in  the  hills  where  the  lead  is  found.     This  man  wrote  an 
account  of  his  difcoveries  and  labours,  the  manufcript  of 
which  is  in  the  Advocate's  library.     The  place  where  he 
waihed  the  gold,  took  its  name  from  the  event,  and  is  call- 
ed the  Gold  Scour.    There  are  verfes  flill  repeated  in  the 
S>ari{h,  importing  that  he  made  a  great  fortune.    Be  that 
as  it  will,  the  bufinefs  was  refamed  by'order  of  the  late 
.Earl  of  Hopetoun,  and,  in  a  little  time,  discontinued  again, 
m  y>^v^£  Icfs  profitable  than  common  labour.    Geld  duft 
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is  ftill  found  on  the  tops  of  the  rocks,  but  the  feardiiag  for 
it  is  rather  matter  of  mmufemeot,  than  of  ferioos  occupa- 
tion. The  particles,  I  am  told,  feldom  exceed  in  fize  the 
point  of  a  finall  pin. 
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NUMBER    LXVII. 

PARISH   or  KIRKPATRICK-^JUXTA, 

(county    of    DUMFRIES.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Gabriel  Scot. 

Name^  Situatiofif  Surface,  Soil,  i^c. 

T7' Irkpatrick  has  been  evidently  named  after  St  Pa- 
tricky  and  is  more  properly  fpelled  Kil  Patrick.  It  is 
fituated  in  the  Synod  of  Dimifries,  in  the  prefbytery  of 
Lochmaben.  Its  form  is  triangular,  about  8  miles  on  each 
iide.  It  lies  on  the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  Annan,  oppofite  to 
the  pariih  of  Mofiat,  by  which  it  is  bounded  on  the  E.  and 
N.  On  the  S.  E.  it  is  bounded  by  Wamphrey ;  on  the  S. 
by  Johnfton ;  on  the  S..  W.  by  Kirkmichael  and  ClofebumJ; 
on  the  N.  W.  by  Crawford.  The  general  appearance  is 
rather  bleak,  interfperfed  with  mofe  and  moor,  and  almoft 
without  inclofures.  For  a  mile  S.  W.  of  the  Annan,  it  is 
flat  and  pretty  populous.  To  the  weftward  it  is  heathy 
and  hilly.  At  the  weflem  extremity  ftands  the  mountain 
of  Queenftcrry,  whofe  top  is  about  30C0  feet  above  the 
ffa.  The  foil  is  ihallow,  but  dry  and  moderately  fertile. 
By  means  of  turnpike  roads  lately  made,  and  the  encqp- 
jagement  given  by  the  Earl  of  HopetooOi  it  is  now  impro- 
ving 
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ving  bj  lime  brought  above  20  miles.  Tie  air  is  radier 
moifti  from  frequent  rains  from  S.  and  S.  W.  but  healthjt 
and  free  from  aguesi  In  1789,  diere  were  204  dajs  wet  or 
ihowery. 

Po^iii^i/iW.— Bj  Sr  Webfter's  report,  the  numbers  were 
794.  The  population  of  the  parifh  is  radier  decreafed 
within  the  laft  50  jears.  Tht  number  of  £umers  is  one 
half  diminilhed.  'Tis  Lord  Hopetoun's  defign  to  increafe 
them.  The  prefent  populadon  is  617  j  298  maks ;  319 
£emales.  Average  of  births  16 ;  deaths  14  ;  marriages  7 ; 
under  io»  156  ;  between  10  and  20,  148 ;  20  and  30,  65 } 
30  and  40,  74  ;  4a  and-  50,  75  ;  5a  aad-60,  50 ;  60  and 
70,  28 ;  70  and  8O9  18 ;  80  and  90,  i ;  90  and  100,  a. 
Families  of  farmers  52  \  odier  families  71 ;  tradelmen  ij ; 
fervants  male  and  female,  all  (at  leafl  occafionallj)  labourers 
62  ;  Seceders  17  ;  bachelors  above  the  age  of  ai,  42  ^  mar- 
ried men  and  widowers  95.  Average  of  children  alive  of 
each  familjy  including  thofe  of  widowers  and  widows  3  j. 
Inhabited  houfcs  132  ;  number  of  perfons  to  each,  (excfai- 
iive  of  9  folitary  female  cottagers,)  fully  j. 

ProduBions^  Agriculture^  bfc.— Natural  produdiond  are 
oak,  aihy  birch,  alder,  hazel,  Sec.  Much  oak  of  a  large 
growth  is  dug  up  in  the  molTes.  There  arc  feveral  late 
plantations  of  fir.  Broom  and  furxe  abound.  We  have 
alfu  aider,  juniper,  bird-cherry,  crab,  mountain  alh.  Wild 
fhn\vb:rr^2S,  cranberries,  niit-berries  and  others,  peculiar 
to  moors  and  mountains.  That  <i)ecies  of  grafe  which 
grc 'V5  on  marihy  ground,  commonly  called  jprait^  is  mudi 
ufwd  for  fodder.  'Tis  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  the  land 
where  it  grows,  though  not  fubjed  to  be  overflowed  with 
i^tcr,  bears  annual  cropping,  without  being  manured  or  paf*- 
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tared  except  in  the  latter  end  <€  fhe  jedx.  Mols  accumulates 
▼erj  quickly  upon  ftones  ivhen  expofed  to  die  weather,  and 
likewife  upon  trees.  There  are  in  tillage  438  acres ;  for  po^ 
tatoes  3f5  uteres  ;  barlej  and  big  "20  ;  afancA  all  the  reft  for 
oats.  There  sure  of  black  cattle  625  \  flicep  448  feores;  horfes 
95.  Tl^  black  cattle  in  this  country  are  fmaUy  and  mo^y 
without  horns ;  for  the  want  of  which,  they  are  commonly 
preferred.  The  iheep  are  all  ctf  the  fliort  (kind,  large,  but 
coarfe  wooBed.  They  are  tarred  very  thick,  about  a  Scots 
pint  of  tar  being  allowed  to  5  iheep.  The  En^tifli  fflieep 
are  coming  into  repute  in  the  neighbourhood.  Lord  Hope- 
toun  keeps  a  few  Spamfli,  iVhich  thrive  pretty  well,  in 
general,  the  parifli  muft  be  prefumed  to  export  proviiions. 
But  a  very  few  acres  are  fewn  with  rye^grals  and  clover* 
The  whole  of  the  parifli,  except  about  600  acres,  is  in  pafture. 
They  fow  from  the  beginning  of  March  to  the  middle  of  A- 
pril,  and  begin  to  reap  in  the  fiift  week  of  September.  The 
land-rent  of  the'pariih  is  about  L.  1827.  There  are  about  40 
ploughs,  almoft  all  of  the  Scotch  kind,  and  as  many  carts.  Al- 
moft  every  &rm  in  the  pariih  having  a  conliderable  variety 
of  foil,  it  can  only  be  computed 'diat  the  araUe  land,  if  let 
feparately,  would  rent  from  6s.  to  14  s. ;  good  bog  meadow^ 
as  it  requires  little  trouble  or  expence,  might  yield  xas.  or 
14  s.  There  is  no  land  capable  of  tillage,  let  esdufively 
for  pafture.  The  higheft  rent  in  the  pariih  is  that  of  a 
iheep  &rm,  vi%.  L.210.  Other  iheep  farms  are  rented  at 
L.  lOOy  and  upwards.  Theie  have  all  more  or  leis  of  arable 
land,  fix)m  8  to  30  acres.  The  average  rent  bf  thole  £urms, 
on  whidi^ere  are  no  iheep,  b  L.25.  The  number  oC 
thefe  is  tncieafing. — In  1782  and  1783,  much  com.  was  ex.. 
ported  from  this  county  both  by  land- and  fea.  The  oat- 
meal  fold  then  at  2  s.  6  d.  the  ftone^.    The  poor  certainly 
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depend  more  on  potatoes  m  this  coon^,  tban  in  any  odier 
in  die  South  of  Scotland. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor^  Ifc. — ^The  ftipcnd  is  L,  73,  4s. 
including  L.5  for  communion-elements.  The  gkbe  is 
worth  about  L.49  los.  a-year.  The  Earl  of  Hopetoon  is 
patron,  as  curator  for  the  Marquis  of  Annandale.  The 
church  feems  to  have  been  built  in  1676,  thatched  widi 
heath  till  17369  then  rsdfed  in  the  walb  and  flated.  The 
manfe  was  buik  in  1788.  The  number  of  heritors  is  9. 
None  refide  but  one  inconfiderable  proprietor. — ^There  was 
no  liigal  fchool  in  this  pariih  till  about  20  years  ago.  The 
ialary  is  only  L.ii»  and  the  wages  a^uarter^  for  reading, 
are  no  more  than  i  s.  The  number  of  (cholars  in'fummer  is 
very  finall,  in  winter  40  or  50.  Had  not  the  prefait 
teacher  been  di&bled  for  working  as  a  common  mafon,  he 
muft  have  fpumed  at  fuch  a  livelihood  as  this. — ^About  la 
poor  regularly  receive  alms;  about  l^.^  is  coDeded  at  the 
church  doors. 

PriceSf  Wagis^  C/c— The  price  of  oats  within  die  M 
40  years  has  increafed  about  one  third.  .Beef  and  ipnttan 
fell  at  prefent  about  4d.  the  pound,  which  is  more  than  ooe 
diird  above  their  price  40  years  ago.  A  man's  wages  for 
labour  in  hufbandry,  are  in  fummer  about  8d.  and  lod.  with 
viduals ;  a  carpenter's  lod. ;  a  mafon's  i  s. ;  a  tailor's  8dl ; 
all  with  viduals.  The  common  fuel  is  peat,  dug  on  almoft 
every  farm :  when  fold  at  MoSat  the  average  price  of  a 
finall  cart-load  is  as.  As  the  earnings  of  commcm  la- 
bourers are  finall,  their  fubfiftence  and  accommodation  mail 
be  fcanty  and  mean.  Small  as  their  expenditure  is,  I  find 
it  very  difficult  to  balance  it  with  dieir  earnings.  From  all 
the  information  I  can  obtam,  I  apprehend  the  foUowing 
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caktiktion  ta  be  prcttj  sear  thA  ttud(.    Tbe  labjo^v  hti$: 
a  wife  and  4  ehildsea,  the  elddl  13  J^MSitte  jrowg^  5. 

Earnings. 
The  maa  eamSf  with. Tidauilib  84  ^4%y-  fot  26$. 

dajs  -  -  -  -  h'9  i(i    ^t 

Childietia  wages  •  -  *.  x,    0    q* 

Chaxtty  or  jgrdeat)  "■  r  *  0^  10.    ^ 


— — — ^— y 
L.IO    6    i 

Sfcpenfis* 

Oat^mealy  4aftDne,  at  la.  84  die  ftoae  •        h*3    $    $ 

Batcher-meat        -            «            -  X     o     0 

Wooly  2  (hme,  fpun  for  ^otfa«s        -  •              o  xa    o 

Milk  and  butter        •            •            -.  «            150 

Sak            •             .            -             .  -Q4a 

Honfe  rent        «            -            -  •               q.  x6    o 

Barley^  4  ftone            -            •  ..        •         o    6.    9 

Shoes            -            •-            -  •           0x50 

Potatoes  £ar  feed,  and  bQa^        «  -             o  xo    Q 

TiinfiP,  aprons*  9tc.      .  *            «  -               0  IQ    tf 

Ljring  in  and  biiruilsi  6cc.        *  -       •        e  xq    o 

Peat            -            -          ,.            T  -            9.    7    9 

Tools,  repaics  of  hmfc  and  |i)niiti4rt  •            044 


L.;o.  6  8 
I  have  omitted  fereral  articles.  oS  Anttk  gnd  finery,  wa^ch, 
poeket  money  at  weddings,  fairs^  &c.  education  of  children 
at  khool,  Stc.  How  theCe  can  be  defrayed  by  the  ear^ipga 
of  the  wife  from  harveft  work  oc  fpinning  beyond  wbap  if 
aeoe&ry  for  the  family,  'tia  difficult  to.  conoeive,  Mmj 
however,  whp  fdun  to  Inoe  ^cdnding  %0  the  abofc  <^ci|]a- 
VoL.  IV.  3U  tion» 
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imd  fome  part&  of  which  are  ftill  ftandbg  to  the  height  of 
Ao  feet,  are  no  leis  than  15  feet  in  thicknefs.  The  fort 
had  been  fnpplied  with  water  by  a  leaden  pipe,  part  of 
if^hich  waft  lately  dug  Mf.  The  place  is  Arong  by  nature* 
from  the  precipices  and  morales  by  which  it  is  furround- 
<d. 

MifceUamous  OiJirvationi.^^'The  people  in  general  are 
^ety  fober  and  contented.  No  murder,  fuicide  nor  rob- 
bery, is  known  to  have  happened  in  the  parifh.-^AImoft 
every  family  fpins  coarfe  cloth  for  its  own  ufe ;  but  unfor- 
tunately there  is  no  coniiderable  woollen  manufadure  in  all 
Annandale.  Great  part  of  the  wool  is  exported  to  £^n^^ 
land. — The  condition  of  the  people  might,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  be  much  ameliorated,  if  the 'proprietors  of  land 
would  grant  them  longer  leafes  and  better  houfes,  and  ei- 
ther inclofe  their  grounds,  where  arable,  or  encourage  their 
tenants  to  do  it.  Bj^  fuch  means,  many  acres  not  worth 
more  at  prefent  than  i  s.  a-year,  might  be  improved  fo  8^ 
to  yield  in  a  few  years  12  s.  or  15  $«  So  eager  are  the  te- 
nants here  for  tacks,  that  for  a  19  year  tack  of  a  very 
fmall  farm,  moderately  rented,  6  or  8  times  the  amount  of 
the  rent  b  fometimes  paid  as  entries.  There  are-  particu- 
lar reafons  for  the  Marquis  of  Annandale's  lands  not  being 
let  in  long  leafes  ^  but  the  people  have  fuch  a  well  found- 
ed confidence  in  the  honour  and  generofity  of  the  Earl  cf 
Hopetoun,  that  they  do  not  feem  to  fufTer  much  from  the 
want  of  them. — ^Fifty  years  ago,  filk  and  cotton  were  very 
rarely  to  be  feen ;  now  a  fervant  maid  cannot  be  in  drefs 
without  both.  There  were  then  no  watches  but  the  mi- 
nifter's ;  now  there  is  fcarcely  a  man  fervant  who  is  without 
one.  Clocks,  mofUy  of  wood,  are  alfo  very  common*  Se- 
^aty  years  ago,  there  was  not  a  pane  of  glals,  except  ixk 
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two  hottfes ;  ii6w  evfery  hotife  hscs  at  leift  one  gtais  window, 
in  other  refpeds,  however,  the  hoafes  of  the  common  people 
have  improved  little  or  nothing.  Seventy  years  ago,  the 
biire  of  a  man  fetvant  was  ibont  L.  i,  4  s.  of  a  woman 
fi:&rcely  zos.  a-year. — The  omunon  people  were  certainly 
more  ignorant  jo  years  ago  than  at  prefent.  Se vend  at 
that  time  had  not  learned  either  to  write  or  read ;  now  they 
can  all  read  pretty  well,  and  all  the  men  at  leaft  can  write. 
Several  of  the  fumer^  read  hiftory,  magastmcs  and  newf- 
papers.  The  vulgar  read  almoft  nothing  bnt  books  00  re- 
ligions fubjeds.  Many  of  them  are  too  food  of  controver- 
iial  divinity ;  a  tafte  which  the  Diffenteis  are  very  diligent 
In  promoting,  apd  which  the  few  books  they  are  acquainted 
with,  are  rather  calculated  to  confirm.  To  difconrage  this 
lifihappy  propenfity,  fo  common  through  a  great  part  of 
Scotland,  and  to  recommend  books  of  a  mart  rational  and 
ibftruftive  nature,  feems  an  objeft  worthy  of  a  clergyman. 
'^.-.Inoculation  of  the  fmaH-pox  is  far  from  being  general  in 
this  country.  The  common  people  are  ftrongly  prejudiced 
'l^gainft  it.  To  this  circumilance  a  large  proportion  of  the 
deaths  which  happen  in  this  parifh  is  to  be  afcribed. — ^Rhen- 
biatifm  is  univerfally  allowed  to  be  much  more  common 
110 w  than  it  was  40  years  ago.  I  have  heard  no  fatis£ac- 
tory  reafons  afligned  for  its  increafe.  Thinner  clothing, 
and  the  more  general  ufe  of  linpn  next  th^  Ikin,  ipay  per- 
haps account  for  it  in  psut. 
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NUMBER    tXVIIL 

.  l?ARlStt  OF  tlRKPATmCKJkONGRAY, 
(county  of  KIRKCUDBRIGHT.) 

By  ibe  Ret.  Mr  James  Finsta^. 

Situdticn^  Soil^  Surface^  Air^  \ic^ 

KiRKFATRiCK-Iroagray,  is  one  of  the  lo  pariihes  In  the 
Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  lying'  E.  of  the  water 
of  Urr,  and  within  the  prefbytcry  and  Synod  of  Dumfried. 
It  IS  bounded  on  the  E.  within  2  miles  of  Dumfries,  by  the 
parilh  of  Terregles,  which  is  aUb  its  limit  for  a  good  way 
on  the  S.  On  the  lame  quarter  likewife,  it  is  divided  from 
Lochnitton,  by  fome  miles  of  a  dead  running  body  of 
water,  called  the  Bogrie-lane.  The  pariihes  of  Urr,  Kirk- 
Patrick-Durham,  and  Holywood,  terminate  Irongray  in 
uux>r-lands  to  the  W.  and  a  ftream  called  Speddoch-bum, 
running  N.  into  the  river  Cairn,  alfo  divides  it  from  Holy- 
wood,  as  does  the  faid  river  for  more  than  2  miles  down. 
The  pariih  is  computed  to  be  about  9  miles  long,  and 
though  narrow  in  the  £.  next  to  Dumfries,  it  increafes  in 
^readth  almofl  the  whole  way  to  the  W.  and  may  be  about 
3  miles  broad ,  at  the  centre.  The  foil  is  generally  dry, 
coniifting  of  a  kindly  mould,  not  ycry  deep,  mixed  with 

ixnooth 


5^  Statijiical  Auomi 

■  finooth  ftonesy  which  are  of  inch  a  fize  as  not  to  ftop  the 
plough.    Of  this  fort  of  land  there  are  above  500  acres,  all 
arable,  for  a  miles  up  -firom  the  eaftem  eztzemity.    The 
parifh  then  tifes  into  hilk,  except  a  track  of  low  bmd  in 
fome  parts,  on  both  fides  the  river  Cluden.    Theiie  hills, 
as  well  as  the  fine  track  of  land  below,  have  been  mofily 
marled,  and  though  it  b  bid  the/  were  covered  with  heath 
of  old,  yet  having  been  ploughed,  they  have  now  a  green 
furface,  and  are  good  pafture  \  but  thongh  the  foil  is  intrin- 
£call7  good,  the  climate  is  cold,  and  the  crops,  tfaon^ 
luxuriant,  are  expofed  to  fltaking  winds,  and  late  in  coming 
to  maturity.     Faffing  the  fummits  of  thefe  hills,  the  paiifli 
flopes  into  a  number  of  fine  fiirms,  little  inferior  in  quality 
to  thofe  on  the  eaft  fide,  though  the  climate  is  not  quite  fi> 
warm.    After  paifing  a  fort  of  valley,  where  there  are  a 
few  houfes,  the  pariih  rifes  through  a  track  of  arable  lands, 
of  a  cold  bottom,  into  iheep  walks  and  moors,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Kirkpatrick-Durham,  Sec.     This  defcription  com- 
prehends only  that  part  *  of  the  pariih  lying  £.  (^  the  old 
water  of  Cluden,  and  S.  of  the  bum  of  Comlee :  for  to  the 
N.  and  W.  of  that  winding  ftream,  there  rifes  a  mountain 
called  the  Bifliop*s  Foreft,  apparently  the  higheft,  perhaps  of 
any  at  the  £une  neameis  to  Dumfries,  yet  of  no  very  fteep 
or  difficult  afcent  in  moft  places,  owing  to  a  very  extended 
and  irregular  bate,  around  which  are  planted  feveral  large 
and  diftind  farms  and  properties.     This  hill  is  fkirted  along 
the  river  Cairn  to  the  N.  with  woods,  for  2  xmles,  which 
reach  up  the  hill  in  many  parts,  for  more  than  half  a  mile. 
Some  of  the  farms  extend  to  the  fummit,  and  others  only  a 
part  of  the  way.     The  hill  has  a  heathy  appearance  at  a 
diftance,  with  fome  rocks  and  moorflooes  rifing  to  the  view 
at  the  fame  time,  while  the  flieep  find  fome  green  and 
wholefome  pafture  here  and  there  interfperfed. — ^Theia*- 
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liabitaxits  in  general  are  healthy ;  nor  has  any  thing  Iik& 
epidemical  fevers  taken  plac&  among  them  thefe  x6 
years  paft.  Inoculation  has  taken  place  in  part  here^  The 
miniiler  while  in  another  charge,  inoculated  5  children  o£ 
his  own,  at  two  diflerent  times,  with  his  own  hand.  Upon 
inoculating  3  at  fiifti  the  people  feemed  to  be  ihocked  and 
offended  ;  but  when  he  came  to  have  other  two  fit  fubjeds^ 
he  warned  his  neighbours  of  his  intention  to  inoculate  thefe 
olfo.  The  example  was  followed  immediately  then,  by  the 
inoculation  of  30  children  in  the  pariih,  by  the  hands  of  a 
common  blood-letter  from  another  pariih,  who  h^d  perform- 
ed at  home.     They  all  did  well. 

Agrtcuhure^  bfr.— Farms  here  are  £rom  30  to  400  acres, 
and  the  rent  of  the  heft  lands  is  between  15  s.  and  L.  x  ^ 
very  little,  as  yet,  amounting  to  L.i.  The  rents  leffea 
as  the  pariflx  Approaches  to  moorlands.  There  are  feveral 
excellent  farmers  in  the  pariih,  who  know  well  how  to  a- 
dapt  the  culture  to  the  foil.  No  great  quantity  of  wheat 
is  fown,  as  the  land  in  general  is  not  fo  ilrohg  as  to  promife 
hizuriant  crops  \  and  turnips  are  moAly  given  up,  though 
the  foil  is  weU  fitted  to  produce  them.  Great  quantities  of 
potatoes  are  now  planted  in  the  country  all  round  Dum- 
fries. The  whAe  operations  are  performed  by  the  plough. 
They  afford,  at  leaft,onemeal  in  the  day,  for  |ths  of  the  year, 
to  the  moft  of  fiunilies.  Part  are.  fent  to  market,  and  fbme, 
even  at  this  diibuice,  are  £ent  tb  floops,  and  have  fold  fixna 
IS.  to  as.  the  100  we%ht.  It  is  be&eved,  (by  the  writer 
at  leaft,)  that  were  no  more  potatoes  raiied  than  what 
were  40  years  ago,  there  would  be  a  fcarcity  of  provifion  in 
moft  years,  firom  the  increafe  of  pppulation  \  fuch  a  vaft 
proportion  of  food  does  an  acre  of  land  planted  with  potatoes 
produce,  beyond  tirhat  the  fiune  could  afford  whoi  iown 
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in  fbe  co^rfe  of  the  minifler's  iofimttbeocj,  tpoii  a  fort  of 
grolis  tecollefiioiif  there  have  been  fold  by  different  proprie* 
tdrsp  about  L*  1600  worth  of  woods ;  co&Mzng  of  oak,  afliy 
alder,  bm:h»  and  hazle.    The  finaller  kind  wa3  manti&t- 
tDjrediiito  charcoal,  and  feat  to  the  fumates  at  Whitehaven; 
the  larger  kind  wa»  £ent  £or  flup-timber  to  di&rent  ports^ 
^ipA  a  2i:eat  part  was  bought  b  j  tradefioien,  and  others  round 
the  couiitry. — ^There  are  7  marl-pits  in  the  paxiih,  fome  of 
which  are  moQly  exhanftfidp    It  is  laid^  that  this  maninre 
was  difcovered  and  ufed  in  a  £axm  here,  about  jo  or  60 
yeacB  ago,  before  it  was  ufed  in  anj  other  part,  at  leaft  in 
the  foutb  ef  Scotland.    Luxuriant  crops  were  ralfed  by  it 
at  firft,  and  the  people  continued  to  plough,  till  the  ground 
was  reduced  to  a  caput  mortuum.    Thejr  now  know  well 
how  to  mafiage  it,  by  taking  fewer  crops,  and  laying  the 
hit  down  with  d;iing  and  grais-feeds,  though  it  is  found  that 
the  frequent  repetition  of  inarl,  efpeciaSly  upon  thin  land, 
does  little  good,  or  rather  is  hurtful,  by  loolening  the  foil 
fb  much,  that  the  corn-plants  are  thrown  out  at  a  certain 
time.    They  who  have  no  marl,  bring  lime  to  their  lands 
^om  Clofebum  ot  Barjarg,  2  £atmt  at  the  difbnce  of  8  or 
10  nules,  or  from  the  harbour  below  Dumfries,  at  the 
diilance  of  7  or  8  miles.    At  lead  every  farmer  now,  al- 
moft,  brings  fome  lime,  lefs  or  more,  to  his  pofleiHoo. — The 
valued  rent  of  the  pariik  is  L.44i5:i9:8  Scots  money, 
and  the  real  rent  ait  prefent  is  about  L.a77o  Sterlings*    No 
fervlces  are  paid  by  the  tenants  in  general. 

itipendf  School,  Poor^  lic.^ — Stipend  and  glebe  are  not 
Worth  above  L.  80  a-year.  The  waits  of  the  cburoh  bavt 
been  built  time  out  of  mind,  and  are  flill  firm  and  (Irong. 
Mr  Fergufon  of  Craigdarroth  and  Mr  Ofwald  of  Auchi'i^* 
eruive  are  vice-patrons.— The  fchoolmafict's  iaiary  is  about 
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lire  not    numerous,    feldom   30,  even  in  winter ;  and  the 
mailer  is  obliged  to  teach  2  years  in  a  houfe  near  the  church, 
and  alternately  other  2  years  3  miles  up  the  parifli.      The 
quarter  wages  are  from  1 8.  6  d.  to  2  s.     People  at  a  diftance 
from  either  fchool  hire  a  lad  for  themfelves,  who  goes  from 
one  family  to  another,  along  with  his  fcholars,  by  tums^-— The 
poor  have  been  from  14  to  18.     The  annuatcoUeftions  may 
be  about  L.  14.     There  is  L.  6,  ic  s*  arifing  fit>m  intereft  of 
lent  money,  and  they  have  L.  2, 10  s.  of  knd-rent.     None 
beg,  it  is  believed,  nor  need  beg  out  of  the  pariflx.    To  af- 
ford relief  for  the  deficiency  of  crop  1782,  a  liberal  contri- 
bution was  made  for  the  poor.      In:  faft,  there  was  no  (car- 
city  of  provifion  in  the  parifli,  though  dear,  as  the  beft  part 
ripens  early,  and  though  the  corns  were  covered  with  ihow 
for  fome  days  in  fome  of  the  higheft  parts  of  the  moor 
forms.     Among  the  worft  things  in  the  police  of  the  coun- 
try, is  the  permiflion  of  vagrants  and  fturdy  beggars  from  all 
parts,  ef^cially  from  the  large  village  called  the  Bridgend 
of  Dumfries,  which  has  no  magiftrate.     That  village  is  a 
receptacle  of  people  of  diat  fort  from  the  three  kingdoms; 
Thefe,  from  pretence  of  filhing  or  trafficking  or  begging,  fpy 
out  what  is  for  their  purpofe  in  the  day-time,  and  in  the^ 
night  return,  and  at  times  commit  confiderable  depredations. 

Popukukn. — At  the  time  of  Dr  Webftcr's  report,  the- 
numbers  were  895.  Upon  an  enumeration  in  1778,  there 
were  found  585  examinable  perfons.  All  the  alteration,  in 
a  general  view  of  the  parifli  fince  that  time,  may  amount  to- 
610.  There  are  25  heritors,  7  or  8  of  whom  refide.  0£ 
DiiTenters  there  are  9  Cameronians  and  xo  Seceders. 
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MifceOaneous  Obfervatkns. — ^No  inhabitant  ef  the  parifii 
%a9  been  imprifoned  for  crimes  during  the  incumbency  of 
^tht  prefent  miniftery  wbioh  has  continued  jnore  than  16 
years.    The  people,  as  to  individuals,  rather  than  numbers, 
are  greatly  changed  in  that  period,  on  accountof  old  tenants 
going  out,  and  new  ones  coming  ia.     They  are  fober 
and  induftrious.     There  is  not  fo  much  as  an  ale-houfe  now 
^in  the  whole  parifh.     The  licences  are  fo  bigh,  that  no  pu- 
blic'houfe  in  a  country  place  can  afford  to  pay  them;  and 
the  duty  upon  malt  is  alfofo  high,  and  fo  rigorouQy  eza&ed, 
that  the  people  grudge  to  pay  it.      This  has  retrenched  the 
.4:omforts  of  life  to  feveral  families ;  for  a  little  ale  was  very 
neceflary  for  a  while  in  winter,  when  the  cows,  moilly  in 
•calf,  and  fed  upon  ftraw^  yield  but  little  or  no  milk.      One 
.  improvement,  however,  has  been  fallen  upon  lately  in  the 
means  of  living  by  handicraftfmen,  and  fuch  as  rent  no  land^ 
When  the  corns  are  got  in,  they  buy  a  pig,  which  they 
*ring,  and  get  liberty  from  their  landlords  for  it  to  rim  about. 
This  they  feed  upon  offals  and  potatoes,  which  they  get 
planted  fomewhere  for  work  in  harvell,  and  the  animal  be- 
comes a  good  morfel  at  the  end  of  March,  and  affords  a 
mouthful  now  and  then  through  the  fummer.      The  article 
of  fuel  is  very  fcarce  and  expenfive,  e(pcciaIlyfor  feveral 
miles  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parilh,  where  there  are  no 
peats^.     And  coals  are  brought  24  miles  from  Sanquhar;  or 
from  fome  harbour,  perhaps  2  miles  below  Dumfries,  at  a 
dear  rate,  owing  to  the  high  duty  that  is  upon  that  article, 
when  water-born. — A  cuilom  prevails  all  over  the  country, 
of  carrying  the  dead  for  interment  to  a  dlfiant  church-yard, 
if  the  anceftors  of  the  deceafed  were  buried  there.     In  fa^ 
there  are  more  funerals  here  from  other  pariihes  than  from 
^e  parifh  itfelf,  and  the  people  here  follow  the  fame  cuftom, 
fi  they  have  burying-places  elfewherei^— 'A  &rm  on  the  eaft 
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fifle  rf  die  hilb  *fiHl  mentioned,  commanding  a  liffl  VHm  of 
Damfric,  and  even  beyond  it  towards  Annandale»  iscsOed 
Inglefton. — ^The  tradition  is,  that  it  was  fo  called  from 
the  beacons  or  fires  that  were  kindled  there,  or  on  the  4i3I 
belonging  to  it»  in  times  of  hoflility  tvith  the  Englifii  or  bor- 
derersi  to  give  wanimg  to  otter  parts  of  the  couzitry » <f  ^ 
approach  of  an  enemy.  For  the  word  Ingle  (perhaps  frbm 
the  Latin  Ignis)  to  this  day»  is  very  often  ufed  for  a'Gre-b^ 
die  common  people  all  over  this  country.— ^7«me  of  moft 
kinds  is  as  plenty  httt  as  in  any  of  the  neighbotuing  pa- 
rifhes.  Even  the  beautifid  black  oock,  as  weU  as  liie 
groufe,  is  to  be  met  wifli  on  the  high  grounds.  Fokcs 
bring  forth  in  holes  npoo  the  bilhoip's  foreft  fenheriy  men. 
doned.  When  they  begm  to  kill  Ibecp  any  where  in  the 
pariih,  tte  huntfman,  who  is  paid  -by  the  coanty,  is  fetttfor» 
and  he  feldom  fails  to  unkennel  a  fox  on  that  hill,  or  in  die 
woods  around  it.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is  obferved,  that 
Reynard  does  lels  injury  to  the  flteepin  this  ifeigfabourbood, 
than  he  is  known  to  do  in  many  other  parts  of  the  Stewar* 
try  \  owing  perhaps  to  the  variety  of  game  be  catches  bim- 
felf^  and  to  the  wild  berries  which  he  finds  in  the  woods  for 
his  fupport.— Over  a  water  which  falls  mto  the  river  Cairo, 
u  an  excellent  (lone  bridge  of  one  arch.  It  is  founded 
upon  two  perpendicular  rocks,  and  forms  a  moft  rpmamic 
fcene.  As  it  is  lower  than  the  ground  leading  to  it  on  each 
end,  you  are  furprifed  by  the  fight  of  it  almoft  before  you 
are  aware.  It  is  called  the  Routing  bridge,  evidently  froto 
the  noifc  made  by  the  water  immediately  above  it.  Stand* 
>ng  upon  the  bridge,  and  looking  up  the  flream,  you  fee  ve- 
Tj  little  of  its  courfe,  till  it  begins,  above  the  kvd  of  A^ 
fpedator's  eye,  to  tumble  in  broken  water,  among  large  im- 
p^al  rocks,  for  about  8  or  lo  yards  in  a  rapid  defoeot,  and 
^db  in  a  catauaft  ofabout^zo  or  12  feet  deep,  fo  sear  the 
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Smdge,  tii«t  the  traveller  feels  fomething[  like  dew  or  fprajt 
as  he  paffesy  when  the  water  is  fwelled  and  the  wind  in  the 
footh.  Upon  turning  to  the  parapet  on  the  nether  fide  and 
looking  over,  jou  {uive  a  fudden  contraft,  in  feeing  the  wa- 
ter fmooth  in  a  clear  dby,  and  Ae  Iroats  f|ipijing^  and  feed- 
ing in  a  pool  below,  which  is  partly  overhang  by  oaks  on 
e^ch  fide,  while  t|he.£OQlvi  «nd  bridge  i(v^  )in  fome  places, 
matted  with  woodbine.  To  this  pi£hirefi]ue  fcene,  people 
titM  have  time  to  ride  for  health  or  amufement,  frequently 
come  from  Dumfries  or  elfewhere,  as  the  road  is  good,  and 
^e  pbjed  not  much  above  5  miles  diftant  fron^  that  town. 
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NUMBER    LXIX. 

PARISH    or    LARGO, 
(county  of  fife.) 

Bj^  ibe  Riv.  Mr  Sr£KCE  Oliphakt. 

■■    ■  ■  t  ..ill,. 

SiiuoHont  SoUf  jUr,  ISc. 

THIS  ptriih  is  iituated  in  the  prclbjteiy  of  St  Aa- 
drew'Sy  and  Synod  of  Fife ;  bounded  on  the  W.  bj 
the  pariih  of  Scoonie,  on  th/e  N.  by  Ceres^  op  the  £.  by 
Newburn,  and  on  the  §•  by  Largo  Bay.    It  i9  of  an  ine* 
gular  figure,  extending  from  S.  W.  to  N.  £•  nearly  6  miles. 
Its  breadth  is  very  unequal.     The  area  of  the  whole  con* 
tains  5469  acres*    To  the  travell^y  'the  fouth  part  of  thi$ 
pariih  muft  afford  a  pidurefque  and  delightful  fceoe  of  ele* 
gant  country-featSy  fldrted  with  weU  laid  out  and  thriving 
plantations,  populous  villages,  furrounded  with  fertile  fields, 
hill  and  dale,  wood  and  water.    The  foil  on  the  W.  to^ 
wards  the  fea,  is  light,  bordered  with  link  ground ;  the 
northern  parts  in  general  are  of  a  thin  black  mould,  on  a 
wet  bottom ;  in  the  fouthem,  of  a  black  loam,  partly  on  a 
dry,  and  partly  on  a  wet  bottom,  interfperfed  with  fields 
of  light  land.    Rich  breaking  clay  is  peculiar  to  the  S.  £• 
part  of  the  pariih,  and  there  are  fome  tracks  in  different 
dire&ions,  to  the  weilward  of  the  hill,  coniifting  of  clays 
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#f  a  more  obdarate  nature,  and  on  a  wet  bottom.— From 
onr  vicinity  to  the  German  Ocean,  we  are  frequentlj  vi- 
fited  with  cold  and  damp  winds  from  the  £•  accompanied 
fbmetimes  with  much  rain.  During  the  fpring  and  fum- 
mer  months,  when  the  fun  has  had  influence  to  rarifj  the 
air  in  the  firft  part  of  the  day,  we  may  lo<^  for  a  very 
cooling  fea-breeze  by  three  in  the  afternoon.  But  this  is 
common  upon  all  the  coaft.  We  are  indeed  more  iheltered 
from  its  influence,  than  many  of  our  neighbours^  from  our 
local  fituation,  and  the  plantations  that  furround.  To  the 
above  drcomftances,  our  prevailing  difeafes  may  be  attri- 
buted  \  for,  from  the  effed  of  cold  and  wet,  coughs  are 
very  general,  rheumatifm  and  other  inflammatory  com- 
plaints are  not  unfrequent.  Epidemic  diforders  fbmetimes 
appear,  of  which  the  nervous  fever  prevaib  chiefly  among 
thofe  who  are  much  expofed  in  the  fpring  and  autumn,  and 
who  live  at  the  lame  time  upon  a  low  and  fpare  diet.  Few 
children  are  now  cut  off  by  the  fmall  pox,  as  inoculation 
is  generally  introduced  with  remarkable  fucceis.  During 
ao  years  prafiice,  our  furgeon  has  ndt  loft  one  patient. 

Agricvkurt^  6^.— In  improvements,  it  may  be  juflly 
&id  that  this  pariih  has  led  the  way  to  all  the  neighbour- 
hood. An  open  field  b  fcarcely  to  be  met  with.  All  is 
inclofed,  either  with  ftone,  or  with  ditch  and  hedge.  Drain- 
ing has  not  been  neglefled.  Not  only  the  fpouts  in  the 
wet  bottomed  land  have  difappeared,  but  even  the  ufeleis 
marih  and  the  deceitful  bog,  by  draining,  paring,  and 
burning,  have  been  turned  into  fruitful  fields.  The  imple- 
ments of  hufbandry  are  much  improved.  A  light  well 
contrived  plough  is  introduced.  Tlie  brake  and  roller  are 
in  common  ufe.  The  diminution  of  the  expence  of  cul- 
ture is  no  fmall  improvement.  In  place  of  6  cattle  and  a 
hoffies,  that  feemed  to  be  yoked  for  (how,  20  or  30  years 
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^ff^  9nd  thfife  iama  bj  a  ftoat  lad  oc  a  boys,  2  hode^ 
reined  bjr  the  plpagbauuv  oaw  perfDrm  the  work  to  amdr 
better  purpoTe,  and  w^  greater  ^Mted*  Hand  and  hocie 
hoeiag  are  [Nradifcd.  When  th^  crop  is  girti^ered,  it  e 
pte&rved  in  the  bam- jard  firoaa  mennii^  bj  being  placed 
Vpoa  pillaxa  of  flooe,  2  fioet  hi^.  Machines  for  thxelliiag 
have  been  introduced^  but  do  not  come  up  to  eKpefiaiion^ 
Iron  dieir  verj  complex  conftruAioo,  thej  are  apt  to  go 
wrong  \  the  horfes  have  a  dead  draught,  and  are  made 
giddy  by  the  circular  motion.  V/herever  thej  can  be 
eveded  upon  a  ^  of  water,  all  the  porpotes  defired  will 
be  ai^wered. — In  the  northern  parts  of  the  parifli^  there 
are  confiiderable  plantatfona  of  fir.  Places  covered  with 
thorns,  briars,  and  furze,  30  years  ago,  are  now  filled  tHdx 
all  kinds  of  foreft-trees,  the  annnal  chtnnipg  of  which  aL 
leady  produces  a  confiderabk  fiun.  In  30  or  40  yeacs^ 
wood  of  different  kinds  will  be  a  mod  profitable  produc- 
tion.^—The  value  of  hnd  is  in  a  hi^  proportion  increafed^ 
What  brov^it  from  16  s*  to  Lh  1  the  acre,  ao  je^zs  agOf 
now  lets  at  L.  2  and  L.  29  los.  and  fieus  at  L.  4  Sterling. 
—Except  on  the  north  fldrts  of  the  pariih,  where  bear, 
oats,  flaai,  and  a  few  wretched  potatoes,  are  the  chief  pro- 
du^oas,  every  perfon  poflefSag  from  500,  dow^to  i  acre 
of  land,  raifes  wheat  almoft  as  good  as  the  beft  in  Lothian. 
Thole  od|y  who  poffefs  farms  can  afford  to  &IIow  lor 
their  wheat ;  but  even  theCs,  as  we}!  as  the  Coaalleft  tenant^ 
raUe  the  greateft  pcoportion  of  their  wheat  after  dovesr 
beans,  and  potatoes.  Upon  the  beft  foil,  barley  is  con- 
fidered  a  profitable  crop,  and  oats  the  kaft  advantageous, 
nnlefs  after  pafturo.  Turnips  and  cabbage  are  'raifed  with 
(ucceis,  for  the  catties  winter-provifion.  The  carrot,  the 
Swediih  turnip,  apd  foot  of  fcarc^y,  have  not  aafwered 
txpedation.  The  Swedifli  tumip»  it  is  fiippofed,  will  be- 
efme  very  uiqfiil,  wl^en,  by  experiment,  the  pRffier  jqode 
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ef  cultivatiog  it  (hall  be  afcertainedy  and  generally  under* 
flood. — Cattle  are  reared  in  confiderable  numbers ;  much 
attention  is  paid  to  th^  breed.  The  confequence  of  which 
is  well  known,  as  our  cattle  have  been  diftinguiihed  for 
beauty  and  iize  even  in  the  London  market.  Horfes  are 
bredy  both  for  draught  and  faddle.  Sheep  are  fed,  not  pro* 
duced  here,  fivery  family  has  fwinerf— In  our  quarries 
are  found  hard  and  freeftone.  Limeftone  is  wrought  in 
2  different  places.  There  is  an  eztenfive  field  of  marl  ^ 
and  coal  may  be  wrought  to  advantage.  On  the  eftate  of 
Lundin,  the  coal  has  been  propped  ;  but  by  eredii^  an  en- 
gine near  to  the  fea,  a  deep  feam,  which  ilretches  over  up- 
on the  eftate  of  Largo,  would  be  opened.  This  would  am- 
ply fupply  the  neighbourhood,  and  afford  befides  a  con- 
fiderable exportation. 

Sea^coaft^  Fi/biries^  6*^^— The  fouth  boundary  of  this  ^t*> 
riih  is  about  2\  miles  of  fea-coaft.  Largo  Bay  extends  from 
Kingcraig  Point  to  that  of  the  Methul,  making  a  diameter 
of  near  7  miles  in  lengthy  and  marked  by  a  ridge  of  (and. 
The  included  bay  forms  a  femicircle  of  about  10  miles 
fea-coaft.  The  above  ridge  is  called  by  fiihermen  the 
Dike.  Of  this  there  is  a  tradition,  although  probably  not 
well  founded,,  among  the  oldeft  inhabitants  of  Largo,  that 
there  was  formerly  a  wall  or  mound  running  from  King- 
craig Poiut  to  that  of  the  Methul,  containing  within  it  a 
vaft  foreft,  called  the  Wood  of  Forth. — About  10  years 
ago,  fifli.  abounded  on  this  coafl,  particularly  haddock,  of  a 
very  delicate  kind.  But  fince  that  period,  fifb  of  every 
kind  have  become  fcarce,  inlbmuch  that  there  isr  x>ot  a 
haddock  iu  the  bay.  All  that  remarn,  are  a  few  fo^ 
cod,  podlics,  and  flounders.  The  fiflicrmcn  have  alfo  dit 
appeared,  who,  20  years  ago,  conftituted  the  chief  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Largo  and  Drumochy.  At  prefent  there 
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is  not  t  fifliermui  in  Largo,  and  only  t  in  Drnmocfay,  who 
fifhes  in  frnnmer,  a(nd  catches  rabbits  in  winter.— The  har- 
bour of  Largo  is  formed  by  the  infiox  of  the  water  Kol. 
There  is  a  ftone  key,  where  veffeb  of  200  ton  may  receive 
or  discharge  their  cargoes ;  but  at  no  great  expence  it  mi^ 
be  made  to- admit  of  Alps  of  greater  bm^n.  The  whole 
bay  forms  a  ftfe  road-flead  for  fliips  of  ev^ry  ddcription, 
being  flieltered  from  all  winds,  except  the  S.  and  S.  W. ; 
and  were  it  better  knoi^n,  might  be  a  mean  of  preferving 
many  lives,  particularly  when  flaps  are  forced  into  the 
Forth  by  (lorms  from-  the  N.  £• 

Mountains. — ^There  is  but  I  large  hill,  wdl  known  by 
the  name  of  Largo  Law.  It  is  of  a  conical  form,  and  ri&s 
about  800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ilea.  Perhaps  the 
name  Law  was  given  to  this  and  many  other  hills  of  fimi- 
lar  form,  from  the  flame  that  did,  or  was  fuppoled  to  have 
iffued  from  their  tops.  The  Swedes  call  flame,  «Ioa;*  and 
the  Danes,  *  lue ;'  which  refembie  in  {bund  our  Scotch 
word  'low ;'  a  flame.  In  fupport  of  thb  conjefturc,  tiiere 
are,  in  the  poflTciBon  of  Mr  James  Cakierwood-Durham  of 
Largo,  fevrral  proclamations  frxmi  the  Privy-conndl  of 
Scotland,  ordering  fires  to  be  kindled  on  Largo  Law,  and 
that  of  North  Berwick*  as  fignals  for  the  appearance  of 
lany  fliips  of  the  enemy.— Befides  this,  there  are  2  otfier 
Laws.  But  it  is  evident  that  tfaefe  have  been  artifldal. 
When  the  cairn  was  removed  frt)m  one  of  thefe,  a  few 
years  ago,  a  ftone  coiBn  was  found  at  the  bottom.  From 
the  pofition  of  the  bones,  it  appeared  that  the  perfon  had 
been  buried  in  a  iisgular  manner.  The  legs  and  arms 
had  been  carefully  fevered  from  the  trunk,  and  laid  dia^ 
gonldly  acro&'it. 
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MBanffoiEhirtt  and  Troif .-r-llie  principal  ^nanufafture  is 
weaTing*  No  woollen  cloth  indeed  is  wrought,  buc  for  a 
partial  fnpply'  to  the  lower  ranks  of  people.  Litaen  and 
checks  are  the  great  articles*  AUnoft  ever j  weaver,  and 
a  good  number  of  othersi  have  their  bleaching  ground, 
where  thej  prepare  linen,  from  the  value  of  9  d.  to  45. 
the  yard*  Tbofe  who  can  aibrd  to  purchafe  yam,  work 
check,  and  green  linen,  which  they  fellin  Dyiart,  Kirkatdy, 
Cupar,  and  Dundee,  Others,  of  le(s  (lock,  are  employed 
in  thefe  l)ranches  by  manufadurers  in  the  above  towns. 
The  greateft  proportion  of  flax  is  imported  -,  much  of  it  is 
drefled  and  fpun.  in  the  parifh.  A  wom^  commonly 
fyins  a  hanks  a-day,  and  Ib^  is  paid  from  i  s.  to  x  s.  ad. 
the  fpindle— The  farmers  dealconfiderably  in  cattle,  which 
go  to  die  ihamblea  in  the  furrounding  country,  said  not  ik 
few  to  Edinburgh ;  the  remainder  are  bought  for  the  moft 
part  by  Engliih  drovers.  Wheat,  barley,  oats,  beans,  and 
fometimes  potatoes,  are  ihipped  for  Leith  and  the  Weft 
country ;  {alt,  for  Dundee  and  Perth.  Wood  and  iron 
are  (imported  from  Norway.  There  are  3  corn-mills, 
liaving  thirlage;  a  barley,  and  3  lint  mills;  a  fait- pans, 
fupplied  with  coals  from  the  diftance  of  4  miles. 

PopuiatuM^^At  the  time  of  Dr  Wcbiler's  report,  the 
numbers  were  1396.    At  prelieat  (1791)  i9<3* 

Under  j  years  of  age,  -  aia 

Under  10  years,  -  -  a  26 

Under  20,  «  -  -  361 

Under  30,  •  -  -  272 

Under  40,  •  •  -  245 

Under  50,  -  •  -  177 

Under  60,  -  •  -  226 

(lAder  IQ9  ^  -  •  X^S 

Under 
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Under  80,  -  -  -  49 

Under  90,  -  -  •  7 

Under  ico,  -  -  -  3 

In  the  year  17549  the  namber  of  people 
was  about  •  •  .  1400 

Marriagts^  BaftifmSt  and  BuriaU^fw  tht  laft  temystfrs. 
Tears.  Carriages.       ^aptifms.  Bvriah^ 


1781 

n 

Vj 

41 

178* 

44 

48 

4» 

'783 

16 

49 

56 

1784 

*3 

43 

33 

J  78  J 

>7 

39 

35 

1786 

»7 

48 

35 

1787 

ijS 

33 

»5 

X788 

M 

45 

48 

J  789 

i5 

»6 

33 

1790 

la 

4» 

94 

168 

395 

35* 

Yearly  average, 

17 

39 

35 

Some  dedufiion  ought  to  he  made  from  the  average  of 
burials,  on  account  of  an  hofpital  in  the  pariih  for  old 
men,  amounting  to  14  in  number,  who  are  feldom  admitted 
finder  60  years.  There  are  commonly  3  vacancies  every 
year;  fometimes  3,  4,  and  5^ 

Stipend^  School^  Poor^  W^.^The  ftipend  confifls  of  6  chal* 
ders  of  vi£hial,  L.  36  :  6  :  4,  L,  20  Scots  for  foggage,  5  acres 
of  glebe,  manfe  and  garden.  The  manfe  was  rebuilt  20 
]^ars  ago,  and  is  among  the  bed  in  the  prefbjrtery.  Since 
the  demiffion  of  Mr  Ferrier,  who,  in  conjunction  with  a  Mr 
'  Smith,  miQifler  at  Newburn,  formed  a  feft  of  IndependeotSi 
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a  fpirit  of  fchifm  ba^  prevailed  in  this  and  all  the  adjacent 
jMirifhes.  Clergy  abound  bcre.  Tbcre  being  i  of  the  E- 
flablifliment,  i  of  the  Relief,  i  of  the  Independents,  and.  2 
of  the  Anabaptifts.  The  number  of  fouls  belonging  to  the 
£(labli(hment  is  I2ii;  belonging  to  Separatifts,  including 
3  of  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion,  702.  There  arc  9  heritors. 
*^The  funds  for  the  public  fchool  amount  to  about  L.  30  a- 
jear.  A  man  of  ability  and  application  maj  look  to  this 
place  as  an  objeft,  as  he  would  have  a  numerous  fchool 
from  the  parifh,  and  the  fafe  and  healthy  fituation  of  the 
place  would  attrad  boarders  from  all  quarters.— At  an  ave- 
rage^ the  number  of  regular  poor  is  25,  each  of  whom  re- 
ceives from  2  s.  to  4  s.  and  5  s.  a-month.  The  funds  a- 
mount  to  from  L,  40  to  L.  50  a-year,  arifing  from  money 
at  intereft,  colle£Hons  at  the  church-door,  and  mortcloths. 
From  this  ftate  of  the  poor,  and  their  proviiion,  it  may  be 
juftly  obferved,  that  the  heritors  and  tenants,  upon  whom 
the  legal  fupport  of  the  poor  depends,  fave  annually  a  con- 
fiderable  fum,  on  account  of  the  management  being  v^^^t^ 
in  the  kirk-fei&on.'  Were  the  heritors  to  appoint  a  fador 
or  treafurer  for  fupplying  the  poor,  were  the  poor  to  know 
that  they  are  entitled  to  a  legal  fupport,  they  would  foon 
difcover  either  their  real  or  fiftitious  wants,  and  boldly  de- 
mand a  fupply ;  whereas  the  prefent  mode  of  fupporting 
them  is  attended  with  an  oppofite  effeft.  By  daily  feeing 
and  hearing  of  colle6Uons  for  the  poor,  the  needy  will  fuf- 
fer  much,  and'work  hard,  before  they  can  think  of  being 
clafled  among  the  number ;  and  ihould  this  fpirit  be  at  lafl 
vanquifhed,  either  by  diftrcfe  or  poverty,  their  children  and 
friends  will  exert  their  utmoft,  to  preferve  their  needy  re- 
lation  from  what  they  think  a  reproach.  If  any  at  laft  be- 
come beggars,  their  monthly  allowance  is  immediately 
withdrawn,  with  a  view  to  induce  them  to  return  to  fome 
))fefulne£s  in  fociety. 
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Wm^h  XiVm^i  E/rw— Working  bj  oontnd  is  now  nodi 
fnBSSedt  tbe  gain  mSftg  from  which  oinft  be  accor^g  t» 
the  bargain  thej  make,  and  tbe  indaftrj  with  whtdi  ibcjr 
purine  their  work.  The  wag^a  of  common  Uwipren  vad 
hired  liBrvanu  c^n  be  cafil/  a&ertained,  the  general  nn  ^ 
ing  from  9  d.  to  I  s.  a-day ;  hired  frrraola  L»  13  »-jcnr. 
This  it  to  be  underftood  of  the  m«as  eaniiag^s  end  if  a 
wife  and  children  be  conceined,  it  is  bnt  rare,  ibaX  any  ad- 
dition can  be  Hated  to  his  income.  Female  frrrenta  have 
from  L. a  to  L.4,  ezdofibre  <^  their  board^  ^.  ^^aboor- 
en  and  hired  ferraata  who  hare  frmilies,  fyofA  the  above 
acconntt  cannot  live  fnmptoonfly.  Except  at  a  birth  or 
mirriage,  or  fome  other  fefti?al|  they  do  not  in  general 
tafte  butcber-meat.  Meagre  brocfi,  potatoes,  chede,  hotter 
in  fmall  qnantiaca^  and  a  pr^aration  of  meal  in  diffi^ient 
fiirms,  make  pip  their  conftant  firo.  All  things  cop^der- 
cd,  it  |s  adoniihing  to  fee  map,  wife  an^  children,  in  their 
Sunday's  cloches  %  all  are  dean  and  neat,  with  faces  e:)cpref • 
fiTe  of  cootantment.--*Witb  fe^eft  to  i;be  ^eral  rank  of 
people,  their  mode  of  living  b  undoubtedly  improved,  both 
as  to  lodging  and  diet. — ^Notwithftanding  the  jarring  opi- 
nions in  matterp  of  religion,  which  may  fometimes  ocoa&n 
a  diftant  and  refervcd  behaviour,  the  people  in  general 
have  a  kind  and  obliging  turn.  They  are  homeft,  fober 
and  indttftrions;  more  forward  to  fympathife  wjith  their 
neighbour  in  diftrefr,  than  to  rejoice  with  htm  in  his  pro- 
iperity.  Tenacious  of  tbe  peculiar  dodrines  of  Chrifiiam- 
ty,  they  do  not  pervert  them  to  encourage  licentionfiie^ 
being  convinced,  that  purity  of  heart  and  lifr  cannot  i>e 
fepanted  from  the  exalted  hcpe  which  the  gofpel  ia- 
fpires. 

Hofifkal^T"^  1^599  an  -hofpital  fi>r  old  men  of  the  nape 
.of  Wood  was  founded  by  a  Mr  Joh^  Wood,  who  vras  a 

^pnne&oa 
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cif(!h«fiaBiiiu  Sir  Aiidfft^  Wood  dfluitfgd*  Ad 
kofpitalki^  thert  n%  II  oM  mictf  lif  tbe  aWvts  ftfoite,  wko^ 
with  ihfkt  wives  (if  th^y  hatt  any)  ar6  ftceottunodated 
wifh  a  room  and  elofeti  wttb  an  annaity  (tf  L.  loo  Scots. 
There  is  a  large  gardefa^  wbieh  ibpplies  them  with  vege- 
tables of  all  kii|ds.  There  is  aUb  a  porter^  who,  among 
other  parts  of  his  office^  calls  them  to  momitig  and  evening 
pmyersy  which  are  given  by  a  chaplain  appofaiced  for  that 
pnrpofe.  The  furgeon  in  the  parifli  receives  h  mtieh  a* 
year  for  his  attendance  and  advice.  The  funds  arife  from 
money  at  intereft,  and  an  ezcelknt  farm  adjacent  to  die 
ho^iicsL  The  gentlemen  Who  pc^efs  the  eftates  of  Largo, 
Lnndin,  Wemyis  and  Balfour^  Wifh  the  minifter  of  Lasgo^ 
art  patrons.  Thefe  meet  on  the  firft  TuefdAy  of  Sep^ 
esttber,  in  the  hall  ^  the  hofpital,  to  examine  Che  aooonnis 
of  their  &fior,  to  fill  up  vacancies.  Sec.  A  dinner  is  allowed 
by  the  founder.  Of  this  dinner  we  lately  found  iui  oM  Ufl 
#f  fare,  which  fliewed  the  tafte  of  former  times.  There 
was  cbatged  for  wine  3  s.  and  ale  ios.  The  chaige  now 
is  entirely  reverfed. 

Emmeni  amd  Noiabk  Mtm,i—i*  The  foithfisl  and  brave 
Sir  Andrew  Wood^  who  flonriihed  in  the  reigns  of 
James  III.  and  IV.  of  Scotland,  was  a  native  of  this  pa- 
Kfli.  Under  James  III*  he  poffefled  the  barony  of  Largo 
in  tack.  But  James  IV.  invefted  him  in  the  property  of 
k,  on  ilccottnt  of  two  fignal  viAories  he  had  obtained  at  iea, 
over  the  £ngli(h,  abont  the  beginning  of  his  reign.  It  ap- 
pears  that  Sir  Andrew,  like  Commodore  Trunnion,  brought 
on  ihoit  his  nautical  ideas  and  manners.  From  his  honle, 
down  ahnoft  as  far  as  the  church,  he  formed  a  canai^  upon 
which  he  ufed  to  fail  in  hb  barge  to  the  church  every  Sun< 
day  in  great  ftate. — 2.  After  Sir  Andrew  Wood,  the  ba- 
rony of  Largo  came  into  the  poffeflion  of  tbe  family  of  Dnr« 

ham, 
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haniy  to  which  the  celebrated  Mr  Junes  Durham  bekoge^ 
beiog  brother  to  Sir  Alexaoder  Oarbam  of  Largo.  Tbia 
geatlcmaa  was  diftingoiihed  both  as  a  ioldier  and  divine, 
being  firft  a  captain  of  dragoom,  and  then  minifler  of  the 
High  Church  of  Ghfgow.  He  was  iolicited  to  beconie  ih:o- 
feflbr  of  divinit J  in  the  college  there ;  but  being  eminent* 
Ij  diftinguiihed  among  his  brethren,  he  was  bj  diem  ap- 
pointed to  the  honourable  office  of  chaplain  at  ooort. 
While  at  Glafgow,  he  had  an  opportunitj  of  preaching  be- 
fore Oliver  Cromwell,  when  he  tookoccaiion  to  fpeak  with 
freedom  of  the  injuftice  of  Oliver's  invafion.  Being  after- 
wards fipverelj  challenged  bj  the  Ufurper,  he  calmly  an* 
fwered,  that  he  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  fpeak 
his  mind  freely  upon  that  fubjefi,  efpeciallj  as  he  had  an 
opportunitj  of  doing  it  in  his  qwn  hearing.— 3.  Alexander 
Selkirk,  who  was  reqdered  famous  bj  MonL  de  Foe,  under 
the  name  of  Robinfon  Crufoe.  His  hiftorj,  divefted  of  fable, 
is  as  tollows :  He  was  bom  in  Largo  in  1676.  Having 
gone  to  fea  in  his  you^h,  and  in  the  year  1703,  being  fail- 
ing mailer  of  the  fliip  Cinque  Ports,  Captain  Stradling, 
bound  for  the  South  Seas,  he  was  put  on  ihore,  on  the 
ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez,  as  a  puni(hment  for  mutiny.  In 
that  folitude  he  remained  4  years  and  4  months,  from 
which  be  was  at  laft  relieved,  and  brought  to  England  by 
Captain  Woods  Rogers.  He  had  with  him  in  the  ifland 
his  clothes  and  bedding,  with  a  firelock,  fome  powder,  bul- 
lets and  tobacco,  a  hatchet,  knife,  kettle,  his  mathematical 
inilruments  and  Bible.  He  built  2  huts  of  Piemento  trees, 
and  covered  cheni  with  long  grals,  and,  in  a  ihort  time, 
lined  them  with  Ikins  of  gqats,  which  he  killed  with  his 
muiket,  fo  long  as  his  powder  lalted,  (which  at  firft  was 
but  a  pound)  ^  when  that  was  fpent,  he  caught  them  hy 
fpeed  of  foot.  Having  learned  to  produce  fire,  by  rubbing 
two  pieces  of  wood  together,  he  dreifed  his  vitals  in  one 

of 
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6f  Us  hntSy  and  flept  in  the  odier,  which  waa  at  fome  di- 
fiance  ftom  his  kitchen.    A  miiltinide  of  rats  often  diftnrb- 
ed  his  repofey  by  gnawing  hia  feet,  and  other  parts  of  his 
bodjy  which  indnced  him  to  feed  a  nnmber  of  cats  for  his 
protedioQ.    In  a  fliort  time,  thefe  became  fo  tame,  that 
they  would  Ue  aboat  him  in  hondreds^  and  foon  delivered 
htm  firom  the  rats,  his  enemies.    Upon  his  retom,  be  de- 
clared to  his  fiiendst  that  nothing,  gave  him  fo  much  nii- 
eafinefs,  as  the  thongfats,  that  when  he  died»  his  body  would 
be  devoured  by  tbofe  very  cats  he  had  with  lb  mtch  care 
tamed  and  fed.    To  divert  bis  mind  from  fuch  melancholy 
tfaon^ts,  be  wonld  fometimes  dance  and  fing  among  his 
kids  and  gbats,  at  other  times  retire  to  his  devotion,    ifis 
clothes  and  ftoes  were  foon  worn,  by  moning  through  the 
woods.    In  the  want  of  ihoes  he  found  little  inconvenience, 
as  the  foles  of  hb  feet  became  fo  hard,  that  he  conld  run 
every  where  without  difficulty.    As  for  clothes,  he  made 
for  himfelf  a  coat  and  cap  of  goats  fkins,  fiewed  with  little 
thongs  of  the  fame,  cut  into  proper  form  with  hb  knife. 
Hb  only  needle  was  a  nail.     When  hb  knife  was  worn  to 
the  back,  he  made  others  as  well  as  he  could,  of  fome  iron 
hoops  that  had  been  left  on  fhore,  by  beating  them  thin, 
and  grinding  them  on  ftones.     By  hb  long  feclufion  from 
intercourfe  with  men,  he  had  fo  far  forgot  the  ufe  of  fpeech, 
that  the  people  on  board  Captain  Rogers's  ihip  could  fcarce 
underfiand  him,   for  he  feemed  to  fpeak  hb  words  by 
halves.     The  cheft  and  mufket  which  Selkirk  had  with 
him  on  the  iiland,  are  now  in  the  pofleflion  of  hb  grand- 
nephewi  John  Selkirk,  weaver  in  Largo. 

j1ttiiquitiis.''^Ou  the  bank  of  tho  water  Keil,  are  the 
ruins  of  the  ancient  eafUe  of  Balcruvie,  a  place  once  of  con* 
fiderable  flrength,  occupied  of  old  by  the  family  of  Graw- 

VoL.  IV.  3  Z  ford- 
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find.  There  is  a  Iqoare  tower  pretty  endxe.  Of  the  old 
hcoie  of  Largo,  one  round  tower  remains.  A  lictk  foiulh 
tvaidSy  in  a  large  park,  there  is  now  ^  elegant  modem 
houliey  commanding  one  of  the  fineft  and  mod  extenfive 
profpeds  in  Scotland.  About  a  mile  to  the  weftward,  & 
the  ancient  tower  of  Lnndin,  which  now  confiitntes  a  pan 
of  a  modem  bnilding,  with  a  Grochic  front.-*Near  to  this, 
in  the  middle  of  a  plain,  are  3  remarkable  ftones,  ftaodiag 
upright  in  the  ground,  each  meafuring  6  yards  above,  and 
as  much  it  is  fiippo&d  below  the  ground.  There  are  alio 
fragments  of  a  fourth,  which  feems  to  have  been  of  equal 
magnitude  with  the  other  three.  There  is  no  infcriptioD, 
nor  the  leaft  veftige  of  any  charaAer  to  be  faanA  upon 
them.  But  the  tradition  is,  that  they  are  the  grave-floncs 
of  fome  Dani(h  chie&,  who  fell  in  battle  with  the  Scots 
near  this  place. 
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1>  A  R  I  S  H     OF     T  O  W  I  E, 
(cOUNtY   OF    ABERDEEN.) 

Bf  tie  Rev.  Mr  Alexakder  Mearns. 


Namef  Siiuattotti  Air^  lie. 

'nr^HIS  pariih  formerlj  was  called  Kilbartha  $  its  name 
-**  now  is  Towie-ELinbattoch,  which  is  probablj  Gaelic, 
and  has  been  given  to  it  on  account  of  its  northern  expo- 
fore.  It  is  fitnated  in  the  preib jtery  of  Alford^  and  Synod 
of  Aberdeen.  Its  length  is  about  3^  Englifli  miles,  and  its 
breadth  about  a.  It  is  bounded  by  Strathdon,  and  Glen-* 
bucket  on  the  W.  bj  Cabrach  on  the  N.  bj  Kildrummj 
and  Cuihny  on  the  £•  and  by  Tarland  and  Migvj  on  the 
S.  The  general  appearance  of  the  country  is  hi^j,  but  not 
rocky.  The  hills  for  the  xhoft  part  are  covered  with 
heath.  The  only  river  that  runs  through  this  parifh  is  the 
Don.  It  is  well  ftored  with  trout,  and  in  rainy  fummers  a 
few  falmon  get  up.  By  the  river-fide,  the  foil,  though  not 
deep,  is  very  fertile,  and,  comparatively  fpeaking,  early* 
The  air  is  dry  and  healthy.  The  moft  prevalent  diftem* 
per  is  the  gravel,  with  which  this  and  the  neighbouring 
pariihcs  are  afflified  to  a  very  remarkable  degree.    If  it  be 
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true,  tbat  this  difctie  it  herediury,  which  is  prohabfe,  thb 
may  in  a  great  degree  aocmuit  for  it,  aa  the  mcA  ieldooi  ga 
fx  their  wives  beTond  the  bcnndi  of  their  own  or  the 
neighbouring  pariflu  There  are  fome  mineral  waters  here, 
uriiich,  if  drunk  for  any  eonfiderabk  time,  would  profaaUj 
pve  fome  relief  from  this  dreadful  complaint.  But  in  this 
conieri  as  well  as  in  many  befides,  the  people  have  but  too 
great  a  propenfity  to  heUeve»  that  the  dileafies  of  their  bo- 
dy,  as  well  as  thofe  of  their  mind,  are  to  be  cured  at  oocet 
and  without  that  p^jdent  continuance  wliich  ezperienGe  b 
uniformly  declares  to  be  neceflary. 

Populatiofij  (^r.-^The  parilfa  feems  to  have  been  more 
populous  formerly  than  at  prefent.  According  to  Dr  Web- 
fter's  returns,  the  numbers  were  656*  There  are  now  about 
550  inhabitants,  of  whom  a8a  are  males,  168  females.  The 
segifter  of  births  and  burials  has  begun  of  late  only  tobekq^t 
regularly.  For  the  laft  6  years,  the  annual  average  of  births 
is  la;  of  deaths  is  nearly  6.  During  the  iamc  fpace  of  time, 
the  annual  average  of  marriages  is  ^  There  is  reaibn  to 
believe,  that  if  the  pradice  of  inoculatang  for  die  fnuU- 
pox  prevailed  throughout  the  difierent  parilhes,  it  would  be 
very  favourable  to  population.  The  minifter,  enoonniged 
by  the  generofity  of  one  of  the  heritors  who  refidea  in  fbc 
neighbourhood,  though  not  within  the  bounds  of  the  pa- 
ri£b,  recommended  froni  the  pu}{ut,  a  general  inoculation 
throughout  the  pari(h,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
poorer  fort,,  added,  that  no  fees  to  the  furgeon  would  be  cz- 
peded  from  them  who  could  not  afibrd  the  vpenfie.  In 
confequenoe  of  which,  all  the  children,  and  young  people, 
fome  of  th^n  ao  years  of  age  and  upwards,  who  had  not 
formerly  had  the  fmalUpox,  were  inoculated  at  once,  ex- 
cepting fttcb  as  were  prevented  by  cutaneous  wnptioas,  and 
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other  drcninfiaiices  tkat  were  thoBg^t  unfneadlj  to  iaoco- 
latum ;  and  of  the  whole,  there  was  not  one  who  was  not 
eafy  under  the  difeafe,  and  had  not  a  good  reeoveij.  One 
girl,  indeed,  after  all  hazard  from  the  imaU-poz  was  over» 
and  her  recovery  in  a  manner  complete,  happened  to  over* 
heat  herfelf  in  running  with  fome  of  her  companions,  which 
brought  on  a  fever  that  was  the  occafion  of  her  death.— ^^ 
The  pariihioners  here  confiil,  in  general,  of  farmers  and  their 
fitmilies.  There  is  onlj  one  diflenter  from  the  Eflabliihed 
Church.  Therp  are  very  few  mechanics;  the  farmers  here^ 
as  is  generally  the  cafe  at  fhch  a  dtftance  from  towns,  uni- 
ting in  their  perfon,  along  with  their  own  profelfion,  that  of 
mafon,  carpenter,  and  fhoemaker,  are,  of  courle,  remarkable 
for  a  degree  of  ingenuity  and  knowledge,  to  which  the  com- 
mon people  near  the  fea-coaft,  and  where  the  divifion  of  la- 
boar  is  efiabliihed,  are  ftsangers.  The  women,  when  within 
doors,  are  employed  in  fpinning  coarie  Unen-yam  to  Aber- 
deen manufadfairers,  and  make  from  as.  6,d*  to  3s.  a-we^k^ 
The  numbers  in  diis  parilh,  for  xo  years  pail,  have  rather 
been  decreafing,  owing,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  fcarcity  of 
fiieL  On  feveral  farms,  that  were  formerly  divided  among 
3  families,  there  refides  at  prefent  only  x.  The  proportion 
between  the  annual  births  and  the  whole  population,  is  near- 
ly  as  X  to  46 ;  between  the  annual  marriages  and  the  whole 
population,  b  as  x  to  no  ;  between  the  annual  deaths  and 
the  whole  population,  is  nearly  as  x  to  92*  The  number  of 
married  men,  including  widowers,  is  87 ;  anil  of  bachelors, 
reckoning  from  20  years  of  age,  79.  Each  marriage,  at  an 
average,  produces  4  or  5  children. 

jlgrtcuburi^-^No  wheat  is  raifed  in  the  pariih,  and  but 
few  turnips  or  cabbages.  The  farmers,  however,  begin  to 
be  fexifible  of  the  value  of  green  crops,  and  if  they  get  pro- 
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than  what  they  have  formerly  done.  The  pariih  ibpplied 
itfelf  with  provifions.  It  always  fpares  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  meal  and  fome  bear,  part  of  which  is  fold  to  the 
people  that  live  near  the  head  of  the  rivers  Dee  and  Don, 
and  the  reft  carried  to  Aberdeen.  To  that  market,  too,  are 
annually  fent  a  good  many  fat  iheep.  The  dealers  in  black 
cattle  carry,  every  year,  from  this  and  the  neighbouring  pa- 
riflies,  to  the  markets  in  the  fouth  of  ScotlaUid,  a  confiderable 
number  of  cattle  and  cows,  where  they  are  brought  up  for 
Englifli  pafture  and  Englifli  markets.  A  lint-mill  has  been 
lately  ereded  in  this  pariih;  and  the  fiurmers  begin  to 
raife  fome  flax,  but  chiefly  as  yet  for  their  own  ufe.  There 
is  a  very  inconfiderable  number  of  acres  in  fown  or  artifi- 
cial grafs.  Of  hill-pafture,  there  is  a  great  deal,  to  which 
the  arable  ground  bears  a  linall  proportion.  Oats  are  ge- 
nerally fown  from  the  middle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  A- 
pril;  and  when  the  barley  ground  is  clean,  the  fooner  it  is 
fown  fo  much  the  better.  The  harveil  generally  begins  a- 
bout  the  firft  of  September.  In  1782,  though  the  crop  was 
much  hurt,  there  was  within  the  pariih  as  much  wholefome 
feed,  as  would  ferve  itfelf,  and  give  fome  aid  to  their  neigh- 
bours i  and  though  the  meal  was  lefs  in  quantity,  and  a  con- 
fiderable part  of  it  much  worfe  in  quality  than  ufual,  the 
farmers  were  itill  able  tofpare  as  much  as  helped  to  pay  their 
rents.  A  good  deal  of  pains  was  taken,  though  without 
much  fucceis,  to  fix,  if  poifible,  on  fome  decifive  marks  by 
which  the  good  feed  might  be  diftinguiihed  from  fuch  as  was 
hurt  by  froft.  Experience  taughtj  that  no  ilreis  at  all  was 
to  be  laid  on  the  appearance  of  the  grain  in  its  natural 
ftate.  The  cleareft  and  bdft  looking  part  of  it,  when  fowed, 
often  produced  the  worft  crop.  The  grain  too,  that  yielded^ 
when  milled,  the  greateft  quantity  of  meal  was  far  from  ha- 
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ving  the  bed  vegetative  powers.  Neither  did  it  follow,  be- 
caofe  the  grain  fpruag  readily  when  put  into  a  pot  of  earth, 
that  thecefore  it  might  be  depended  on  for  good  feed.  It 
was  often  found  to  fpring  readily  through  the  ground, 
without  having  ftrength  enough  to  bring  the  plant  to  matu* 
rity.  Thefe  remarks  ^e  confined  to  oats.  As  to  bear  or 
bigg,  when  it  is  hurt  by  froll,  it  is  always  believed  to  have 
an  external  appearance  of  being  damaged.  The  upper  end 
of  the  grain  is  blackened,  which  is  owing,  perhaps,  to  the 
hulk's  being  more  tender  and  more  fufceptible  of  imprellion 
than  oats.  By  attending  to  this  diverfity  in  the  hulk  of  bear 
and  oats,  the  incumbent  was  led  to  think,  that  though  the 
hardneis  of  the  latter  prevented  any  external  appearance  in 
its  natural  ilate,  when  the  grain  was  injured  by  froft,  yet 
when  ftripped  of  the  huik,  this  appearance  might  be  ob« 
ferved.  Accordingly,  after  a  narrow  infpeAion  of  difiereift 
fpecimens  of  oats  intended  for  feed,  after  they  were  thus 
ftripped,  by  being  put  through  the  mill,  and  attending  to  the 
crops  they  produced,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
appearance  of  the  grain  in  that  ftate,  its  being  plump  and 
clear,  free  of  ihri  veiling  and  darknels  of  colour,  efpccially  at 
the  extremities,  is  the  beil  mark  by  which  found  feed-oata 
may  be  diftinguiihed  from  fuch  as  are  hurt  by  the  froft.— A 
great  proportion  of  ground  lies  wafte.  The  land*rent  is  a« 
bout  L.  1000  Sterling.  The  average  rent  of  £irms  is  L.  20 
Sterling ;  and  the  fize  is  fuch  as  to  give  employment  for 
g  (mall  oxen,  3  or  4  very  fmall  horfes,  the  tenant,  a  man  and 
a  boy. 

Pricii  and  Wages, — ^There  is  no  public  market  within  the 
pariih  for  beef,  mutton  or  poultry.  Cheefe  fells  at  5  s. 
the  ftone.  Butter  at  10  s.  6d.  the  ilone  being  a8  lb. 
Ssgliih.     The  price  of  hens  and  ducks  is  gexipraUy  6d«  a- 
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piece.  Thatofegp  lida^oien.  The  boU  of  barky  Uk 
mt  an  average  for  13  ••  and  med  at  lis.  A  day-kbourer's 
wages  are  6  d.  widi  hi$  viSuab*  A  fdoiighinan,  getting  his 
viduak  in  the  boiife»  has  L.  5  a-jear,  and  a  womaa  Icrrant 
L.a>  10  s« 

Siipemd^  Podr,  ^c — The  valn^  of  the  living,  inchjdin| 
(he  gkbet  which  is  fcatcelj  4  acres*  amoimts  to  L.7a 
Sterling.  Akzaxider  Leith  of  Fceefield,  £fq;  principal 
heritor^  is  patrOil.  The  nnmbtr  of  heiiton  is  4,  noiie  of 
whom  reiidt.  The  chnrdi  was  repaired  in  1744*  and  die 
manfe  in  1778^^-Tlie  number  of  poor  in  the  parifli  receivittg 
alms  is  15.  The  annnal  contribution  for  their  relief  a- 
mounts  to  about  L.  5»  which,  with  L.  4,  10  s.  the  inoereft  of 
L.  100  formerlj  iaved,  make  the  whok  of  the  fimd  for  die 
poor. 

MifsMmiom  Ohfetv&imts.'^Tht  fcarcity  of  fad»  which 
is  turf,  peat,  and  heath,  brob^t  from  hilb  fiu*  dS^  and  the 
difiance  from  a  fe»-port,  are  great  difiidvantages  to  thb 
parifli.  There  ike  43  ploughs,  each  of  whkh  is  generally 
drawn  by  8  or  10  fmall  oxen*  There  about  40  fomll  carts/ 
each  drawn  by  i  or  a  finall  horfes.^»The  peopk  in  this 
comer  are  very  agile .  and  •  well-flnqped,  mdnffrioos  and  hu- 
mane. They  have  no  difl3te  to  a  military  fife,  efpeciaBy 
when  any  of  the  heritor's  foos  gets  a  commiffion.  Lnxory 
k  a  vice  not  knowif  in  thk  eomer.-*-Laiid  property  k  not 
often  fold ;  when  it  is,  the  price  is  generally  about  25  years 
purchafe.-^The  peopk  here  are  not  remakably  given  to 
co^pkints;  but  they  are  not  kdenfibk  to  their  grie- 
vances. They  weH  knoW^  that  aa  yet  thene  k  htat  Mttk 
appearance  of  liberality  in  the  mode  adopted  by  knd^oM- 
ers,  of  kcd^g  theit  hxtbOk    If  diey  h^ipen  to  hat^  any 
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regular  tack,  which  is  far  from  bemg  alwstys  the  cafe,  the 
aumber  of  jears  is  too  (biall,  often  not  amounting  to  19, 
and  never  exceeding  that  number.  And  whilo  the  rent  in 
money,  meal,  and  barlej,  is  hi^h,  the  number  of  fervices  is 
very  heavy,  being  commonly  expreiTed  in  fuch  general, 
or  rather  ambiguous  terms,  as  puts  it  into  the  power  of  the 
mailer,  if  he  be  fo  difpofed,  to  opprefs  the  tenant.  A  ge. 
nerous  mind  will  never  think,  without  indignation,  on  the 
defire  which  fome  proprietors  of  land  in  this  Highland  part 
of  the  country,  have  to  keep  their  tenants  in  a  ftate  of  fla- 
viQi  dependence.  That  the  latter  fhould  prefume  to  think 
for  themfelves,  and  the  former  have  no  other  power  of 
coercion  but  what  reafon  and  the  laws  of  the  country  allow 
them,  is  a  fentiment  fo  little  reliihed  by  many  lairds,  that 
a  poor  tenant,  if  he  is  difpofed  to  cringe,  will  often  be  pre- 
ferred to  one  whofe  fpiiit  and  circumilances  lead  him  to 
think  of  a  manly  independence.  Among  the  means  by 
which  the  condition  of  the  people  in  this  part  of  Scotland 
could  be  ameliorated,  the  redrefiing  of  the  above  grievances 
is  one.  If  any  effe£lual  metliod  could  be  devifed  of  baniih- 
ing  feudal  prejudices,  and  quickening  the  progreis  north- 
ward, of  a  more  liberal  fyflem  in  the  letting  of  farms,  it 
might  be  of  the  uynoft  confequence  both  to  mailer  and 
tenant.  It  mull  by  no  means  be  underftood,  however,  that 
what  is  here  faid  is  applicable  to  the  parilh  of  Towie,  more 
than  to  other  pariihes  around  it.  On  the  contrary,  from 
the  well  known  chara£ler  of  feveral  of  the  heritors,  there  is 
every  reafon  to  belieVe,  that  were  a  more  liberal  plan  of 
letting  leafes  to  be  introduced  into  this  diftri£l,^ey  would 
be  exceedingly  ready  to  forward  and  adopt  fucn  a  benefi- 
cial meafure. — ^The  roads  here  are  indifierent.  They  were 
originally  made,  and  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  flatnte-la- 
V0L.IV.  4  A  boni^ 
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boar,  which  is  partlj  exafied  ia  kind,  and  partly  commii- 
ted.  When  paid  in  kind,  it  turns  generallj  to  fittle  ac- 
count. A  general  commutation  feems  to  be  the  preferd)lc 
mode.-^There  is  granite  and  frceflone  in  the  pariih,  whiph 
are  ufed  for  building  hpiifes. 
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NUMBER    LXXI. 

UNITED   PARISHES    of    STRACflUR 
AND    STRALACHLAN, 

(county  of  ARGYLE.) 
Bj^  the  Rev.  Mr  Charles  Stewart. 


Name^  Situation^  Surface^  SoU^  iJc. 

THESE  pariflics  were  united  in  the  year  1650.  Stra- 
chur,  before  that  period,  was  joined  to  Lochgoilhead  v 
Stralachlan  to  Inverchaolan.  In  erefHng  thefe  parilhes 
into  one,  it  was  appointed  that  the  glebe  and  manfe  fhould 
be  ill  Strachur,  which  is  now  confidered  as  the  mother- 
church  ;  and  Strachur  is  the  name  by  which  they  are  now 
known.  Prior  to  1650,  the  pariihes  in  Argylefliire  were 
very  extcnfive,  and  incommodious  for  the  clergy  and  peo- 
ple. Mofl  of  the  clergy  have  ftill  2,  fomc  3,  fome  4  places 
to  preach  in.  The  pariihes  arc  often  interfered  by  arms 
of  the  fea,  and  chains  of  high  mountains. — Strachur  of  old 
was  called  Killmaglafs^  from  Kiilf  which  meant  the  refi- 
dence  of  a  faint ;  but  it  is  commonly  applied  to  a  chapel, 
appropriated  to  the  worlhip  of  a  faint,  and  a  fmall  portion 
of  ground  around  the  chapel,  which  was  conlidcred  as  fanc- 
tified,  and  ufed  for  burying  thofe  who  died  in  the  peace  of 
the  church.     Maglafs  was  the  perfon's  name  who  was  con- 
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fidered  as  tutelor  fkint  of  Strachnrd— Stralacfabn  was  called 
Kilhorrte^  from  Kill^  as  above,  and  Moirre^  theVirgia 
Mary.  Stralachlan  itfelf  is  partly  derived  fhmi  F/trMaMt 
the  name  of  a  family  of  confiderable  difiindion  among  the 
Highland  clanS|  and  whofe  refidence  has  been  in  Stralachlan 
for  time  immemorial.  The  reprcfentative  of  this  family  is 
chief  of  the  Clan-lachlan. — ^This  parifli  is  fitoated  in  the 
preibytery  of  Dunoon,  and  Synod  of  Argyle.  It  is  x8 
Engliih  miles  in  length.  From  the  N.  £.  for  8  miles,  it 
is  6  broad ;  for  the  other  xo,  only  3  broad.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  £.  and  N.  £.  by  the  united  pariihes  of  Lochgoil- 
head  and  Killmorrich  ;  on  die  S.  by  the  united  pariihes  of 
^Killmun  and  Dunoon,  and  by  Killmodan ;  on  the  N.  and 
N.  W.  by  Lochfine,  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which  feparates  it 
on  the  N.  from  Inverary,  on  the  N.  W.  from  Glaflrie. 
—"The  general  appearance  is  hilly.  There  are  fome  plains 
by  the  fea-fide^  and  on  the  borders  of  fmall  rivers,  which 
bear  a  proportion  to  the  hilly  grounds  only  as  x  to  12. 
The  hills  afford  excellent  pafhire  for  iheep  and  black  cattle ; 
they  are  gradually  growing  green,  lince  the  (beep's  (locks 
have  been  introduced  \  the  heath  is  decaying  faft,  where- 
ever  the  (heep  are  allowed  to  pafture,  but  it  never  will  be 
totally  bani(hed  \  the  foil  of  the  hills  has  a  natural  ten- 
dency to  produce  it.«-The  diftrift  of  Cowal,  containing  6 
pari(hes,  is  a  point  of  land,  (Iretching  from  N.  £.  to  S.  W. 
between  the  river  Clyde  and  Lochfine.  The  N.  £.  part 
of  the  diilrift,  which  joins  Perthfliire,  prefents  a  very  rug- 
ged and  broken  furface.  The  mountains  become  gradually 
lower  and  finoother,  as  you  advance  to  the  S.  W. ;  and  to- 
wards the  extremity,  comparatively  fpeaking,  the  land  is 
low  and  evenly. — There  are  a  few  fpots  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  Cur,  of  excellent  deep  foil,  a  mixture  of  loam 
and  clay,  but  in  general  the  foU  is  (harp  and  thin ;  it  re- 
quires a  conftant  fupply  of  manure  to  make  it  produce  any 
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kiad  of  crop ;  if  left  £»Uow  for  6  .years,  and  not  paftnred 
by  flieepy  it  is  covered  with  heath.  The  meadows,  in 
warm  rainy  feafons,  give  good  crops  of  hay ^— The  air  is 
pore  and  healthy,  although  a  great  quantity  of  rain  falls  on 
the  hills  and  vallejrs,  as  is  the  cafe  on  all  the  weft  coaft  of 
Scotland.  The  rheumatifm  afiieds  people  of  different  ranks, 
and  in  different  iituations,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  moifture 
and  variableneis  of.  the  climate. 

RiverSf  Lakes^  Sea-coaftt  ^r.— The  river  Cur  has  its 
fource  in  the  mountains  that  border  on  Lochgoilhead  ;  for 
a  miles  it  is  rough  and  rapid ;  when  it  comes  down  to 
the  plain,  it  runs  fmoothly,  forming  a  number  of  beauti- 
ful links.  After  running  abot^t  7  miles,  and  receiving  a 
number  of  (mailer  rivers,  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  Locheck, 
a  lake  of  6  miles  in  length,  and  •}•  niile  in  breadth..  The 
bounds  of  the  parilh  extend  for  3  miles  on  each  fide  of 
this  lake,  which  lies,  thus  far  S.  £.  and  N.  W. ;  it  then 
forms  a  curve,  turning  S.  and  S.  W.  A  few  falmon,  and 
a  number  of  falmon-trout,  come  up  this  lake  by  the  river 
Eachaig,  which  communicates  with  the  Clyde.  They  are 
caught  by  angling.  A  fiill  net  has  been  tried  on  the  lake 
with  fome  fuccefs,  but  not  enough  to  defray  the  ezpenfe 
of  attendance.  The  ialmon  come  up  the  river  Cur  ia 
OAober  and  November,  and  remain  through  a  great  part 
of  the  winter ;  very  few  in  fummer.  This  was  not  the 
cafe  fome  time  ago.  It  would  appear  the  (almon  is  not 
fo  plenty  in  the  rivers  fince  ftiU  nets  have  become  fo  nu- 
merous on  the  coaft.  The  moft  remarkable  thing  with 
regard  to  *  Locheck  is,  its  abounding  with  ftefli  watef 

hemng. 

•  There  ii  an  old  tradition  in  the  parilh  regarding  the  origin  of  Loch- 
eck. It  it  raid,  the  Tpace  it  occupies  was  once  a  beautiful  flat  of  arable 
land.  The  lahe  is  now  very  deep ;  in  many  places  from  60  to  70  fathoms. 
The  people  10  its  neighbourhood  account  it  the  deepeft  of  any  in  Scot- 
Uod. 
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herring.  Thej  are  a  dry  infipid  filh ;  and  are  not  dif- 
covered  in  any  other  lake  on  the  weft  coaft,  exceptmg 
this  and  Lochlomond.  Thb  parifh  has  x8  miles  of  fea- 
coaH.  Lochfine  borders  it  on  one  fide  to  the  extent  of  its 
whole  length.  The  fhore  of  this  loch  is  partly  flat  and 
fandy  ;  partly  deep  and  rocky.  Where  the  land  nigh  the 
lea  is  low,  the  fliore  is  flat ;  where  the  fea  comes  dole  to 
the  foot  of  the  hills,  the  fliore  is  high  and  rocky.  There 
are  no  dangerous  funk  rocks  on  the  coaft ;  it  ia  in  general 
what  the  failors  call  a  bold^  and  confequently  a  fafe  fliore. 
Befides  the  herring  occafionally  caught  in  Lochfine, 
there  are  a  few  cod  and  haddocks  ;  but  no  boat  from  thii 
parifli  is  particularly  employed  in  this  kind  of  fifliing. — 
Tiie  quantity  of  frefli  water  in  Lochfine,  from  the  nomber 
of  ftreams  that  difcharge  themfelves  into  it,  and  iu  di- 
fiance  from  tlie  ocean,  renders  the  fea*ware  it  producer 
almoft  unfit  for  kelp.  This  manu&dure  is  feldom  at- 
tempted. The  inhabitants  manure  their  lands  with  fuch 
of  it  as  they  can  get  acceis  to.  The  quantity  of  it  that 
muft  be  laid  on  the  ground  is  great,  and  its  fubftance  is 
cxbauiled  with  the  firfl  crop.  About  30  acres  are  ma^ 
nured  with  it  annually  for  bear  and  potatoes.  It  acfwers 
well  for  bear  ;  but  the  potatoes  produced  by  it  are  of  an 
inferior  quality. — The  river  Cur  annually  carries  away 
feveral  acres  of  excellent  foil.  When  fwelled  in  different 
parts  of  its  courfe»  it  undermines  its  banks,  which  tomble 
down  and  are  carried  away.  It  leaves  a  heap  of  gravel 
on  the  oppofite  fide,  which  takes  a  long  trad  of  years  be- 
fore it  is  covered  with  fo  much  depth  of  foil  as  to  pro- 
duce a  crop.  In  fummer  and  autumn,  by  overflowing  its 
banks,  it  often  does  much  damage  to  the  hay  and  com ; 
but  there  is  no  profpeft  of  a  canal  being  cut  for  it  to  pre- 
vent this  mifchief.  The  expenfe  of  this  would  be  too  great 
m  proportion  to  the  benefit  that  would  be  derived  from  it. 

In 
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-*-Ib  Autumn  1780,  a  remarkable  water^fpout  fell  on  part 
of  this  pariih)  particularly  on  the  hilk  to  the  north*  eaft  of 
Locheck.  It  rufhed  down  the  hills  with  fuch  foree,  as  to 
tear  up  the  furface  of  the  ground,  tumbling  down  large 
ItoneSy  trees,  mofs,  and  land,  which  were  moftlj  left  in  the 
plains  that  border  the  lake.  Eight  or  ten  acres  of  very 
good  arable  land  were  entirely  deflroyed.  The  quantity 
of  ftones  and  rubbilh  was  fo  great,  that  twice  the  value  of 
the  land  would  not  be  fufiicient  to  defray  the  ezpenfe  of 
clearing  it.  Eight  inhabited  houfes  were  totally  thrown 
down,  part  carried  into  the  lake,  part  buried  under  the  fand, 
&c.  Fortunately  this  happened  about  2  o'clock  in  the  af* 
temoon.  The  people  law  the  water  rulhing  down,  and 
alarmed  at  the  appearance,  left  their  houfes,  betook  them- 
felves  to  the  rifing  grounds,  and  flood  in  the  utmoft  confter- 
nation,  beholding  their  houfes  and  effe£b  carried  off.  Se- 
veral of  the  men,  in  attempting  to  fave  their  property, 
were  in  imminent  danger.  Had  this  happened  in  the  oight- 
time,  many  lives  muft  have  been  lofi.  The  parifli  contri- 
buted generoufly  to  make  up  the  lofTes  of  the  pooreft  fuf- 
ferers.  Every  man  who  could  work,  affifted  with  eager- 
neis  in  rebuilding  the  houfes.  The  landlord  behaved  with 
the  greateft  humanity  to  the  tenants.  All  the  houfes  on  a 
fmall  farm  to  the  north-weft  of  Locheck,  were  demolifhed 
by  a  fimilar  flood,  fome  years  before. 

Curious  Stones^  \Sc, — On  a  high  part  of  that  ridge  of  hills 
which  feparates  Stralachlan  from  Glendaruel,  there  is  a  very 
large  ftone,  remarkable  for  its  fituation.  There  is  a  defcent 
from  it  on  every  Mt,  The  profped  from  it  is  very  extenfivc. 
It  is  called  Cailleacb-vear  or  vera.  In  the  dark  ages  of  fu- 
perftition,  it  was  perfonified,  and  faid  to  have  a  confiderable 
property  in  cattle.  CailUach-vear  makes  a  confpicuous  fi- 
gure in  tho  marvellous  tales  of  the  country  people,  over  a 

great 
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greii  part  of  the  Weft  Highlaads.  Her  refidence  was  laid 
to  be  OQ  the  higheft  mountaim ;  that  (he  could  ftep  with 
caiey  and  in  a  moment,  fix>m  one  diftrift  to  another;  when 
oflScnded,  diat  ihe  cau&d  a  flood  to  come  from  the  moon- 
tains,  which  deftro jed  the  corns,  and  laid  the  low  gromids 
under  water  \  that  one  of  thefe  floods  was  the  origin  of 
Lochow,  in  Lorn,  of  Locheck,  in  this  parilh,  and  of  many 
other  lakes ;  that  the  people  paid  her  a  fuperftitious  vene- 
ration, and  were  nnder  dreadful  apprehenfions  of  her  anger. 
It  would  be  amufing  to  record  the  many  marvellous  tradi- 
tions that  prevail  in  the  Highlands,  which  have  an  allego- 
rical meaning,  efpecially  where  the  allegory  can  be  eafily 
traced.  In  the  inftance  of  CaUleacb-vear^  it  is  very  obvious, 
Be*ir  is  the  Gaelic  for  a  thunderbolt.  In  the  oblique  cale$, 
it  is  pronounced  Viiri  as  Bein-w'tr,  the  name  of  a  very 
high  mountain  in  the  parifli  of  Appin,  which  fignifies  the 
Mouniain  of  Tbundirl  Every  thing  Gdd  of  CaiUeaci^ear, 
literally  applies  to  the  efieds  of  thunder,  which  is  doubly 
awfiil  in  the  neighbourhood  of  high  mountains  i  nor  is  it 
furpriiing  that  it  fliould  be  perCbnified  and  fuperftitioufly 
dreaded  in  ages  of  ignorance.  The  mountains  of  Sieira 
Leona  in  Africa,  which  divide  Nigritia  from  Guinea,  were 
fijled  by  the  ancients,  the  mountains  of  God,  on  account  of 
their  being  fubjeS  to  thunder  and  lightning.  The  fitua- 
tion  of  Cail/eaci-vearf  in  Stralachlan,  is  much  ezpofed  to 
every  ftorm.  When  a  fiorm  was  accompanied  with  thun- 
der, it  may  be  eafily  fuppofed,  that  fuch  as  were  tending 
herds  or  flocks  around  that  ftone,  would  be  much  alarmed, 
would  run  off,  and  leave  their  charge  to  the  mercy  of  the 
perfon  who  was  fuppofed  to  produce  the  florm.  If  any  of 
the  cattle  were  amifling,  CaiUeacb-vear  was  accufed  of  ha- 
ving feized  upon  them,  and  no  further  fearch  was  made. 

On  the  fame  ridge  of  hills,  about  8  mUes  to  the  eaftward 
of  Cailleacb-vear  a  fmall  conical  hill  rifes  confiderably  above 
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tic  neighbouring  hills.  It  is  fecn  from  Inverary,  and  from 
many  parts  at  a  great  diftance.  It  is  called  Sien-Sluait  the 
fairy  habitation  of  a  multitude  *.  On  the  top  of  it,  which 
is  fiat,  aihes  have  been  found,  and  bits  of  timber  half  bumt^ 
within  the  area  of  a  circular  building,  whofe  foundations  can 
be  eafily  traced.  The  area  Is  now  covered  with  mols  of 
confiderable  depth.  Tradition  reports,  and  it  is  very  like- 
ly, that  it  was  one  of  thofe  alarm-towers  fo  frequent  in 
the  north  of  Scotland.  There  virere  chains  of  them  on 
confplcuous  high  ground  from  the  weft  to  the  eaft  coaft. 
They  were  cohftantly  watched  when  there  were  any  ap- 
prehenfiohs  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  By  kindling  a 
fire  or  fires,  the  arrival  of  a  hoftile  fleet  on  the  coaft,  and 
even  the  number  of  the  Ihips  was  announced,  in  a  very 
fliort  fpace  of  time,  to  the  mod  diftant  comer  of  the  king« 
dom. — ^There  is  ah  obeliik  in  the  midft  of  a  plain  fielc^^ 
vrithin  80  yards  of  Strachur-houfe,  the  refidence  of  Gene- 
ral Campbell  of, Strachur.  About  15  years  ago,  when 
the  General  was  building  his  houfe,  there  wa9  a  number 
of  flones  of  difierent  fizes  about  this  obelifk.  He  was  told 
that  they  were  the  remains  of  a  druidical  circle,  and  gave 
particular  orders  that  none  of  thefiones  fhould  be  remo« 
ved ;  oh  purpofe,  that  any  perfon  converfant  in  antiquities 
might  be  enabled  to  trace  the  circle.  The  ftones,  how- 
ever, were  mofily  taken  away  in  the  General's  abfence. 
It  does  not,  however,  appear,  that  this  obeliik  was  any 
part  of  a  druidical  circle.  It  is  moft  likely  that  it  was 
creded  as  a  memorial  of  the  death  of  fome  man  of  emi- 
nence, who  had  been  killed  on  that  fpot ;  a  cuftom  which 
was  very  prevalent  in  the  Highlands.  This  obeliik  is  lo 
Vol.  IV.  4  B  \fcct 

•  A  belief  in  fairies  prevailed  very  much  in  the  Highlands  of  old  ;  nor 
tt  this  day  if  it  quite  oblittrated.  A  fmatl  conical  hill,  called  Sien,  waa 
•ffigned  them  for  a  dwelling,  frum  which  melodioni  muiTc  was  freqaeotlj 
heard,  and  gleaim  of  light  feen  in  dark  nighti. 
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feet  in  bdght.  It  is  very  nearly  l^iun,  being  ^^  mdtms 
at  the  bafe,  and  tapering  gradoallj  towards  the  top,  where 
it  meafores  only  xo  inches.  Som^  old  people  remember 
a  flones  of  the  lame  appearance,  one  of  them  much  larger 
than  the  one  defcribed  \  all  within  300  or  400  yards  of  * 
each  other.  By  ploughing  and  digging  the  ground  about 
them,  they  fell  down,  and  were  broken  for  the  purpoJcs  of 
building. — ^There  is  a  little  round  hill  nigh  the  head  of 
Locheck,  called  T^om-a'Cbcracbqfich^  *  the  man's  hillock, 
*  whole  legs  were  of  unequal  length.'  It  is  £ud,  that  a 
Prince  of  Denmark,  wbofe  party  had  been  routed  in  an 
engagement  on  the  coaft,  b  buried  in  this  hillock,  where 
he  had  been  overtaken  by  his  purfuers,  kiUed  and  inter- 
red. He  is  faid  to  have  been  of  gigantic  ftature.  He  is 
called  *  an  Corrachafach  mor  mae  Righ  Lochlan  ^'  the 
great  Corrachalach,  fon  to  the  King  of  Denmark. 

Caveu — ^A  cave  in  the  fide  of  a  hill,  called  ^Mr-n^n 
caiman^  *  the  fort  of  pigeons,'  in  the  farm  of  Invemaodto, 
is  frequently  vifited.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  length  of 
time  a  ftone  thrown  in  at  the  mouth  of  it,  continues  to 
tumble  down  with  a  remarkable  noife,  as  if  it  were  roll- 
ing over  iheets  of  copper.  There  is  another  cave  in  a 
bill  called  Carnach  mhw^  fo  wide  at  the  entrance  as  to  ad- 
tnit  4  men  a-breaft ;  it  then  expands,  fiiroifiiing  an  apart* 
ment,  where  50  men  in  arms  may  (land  without  any  in- 
conveniency  *,  then  it  becomes  narrow,  and  in  advancing, 
there  is  an  apartment  equally  large  with  the  firft ;  and  fo 
on  akemately,  as  far  as  it  has  been  explored.  There  are 
a  number  of  other  fmaller  caves  in  the  fide  of  the  fame 
hill.  A  cave  in  the  farm  of  Ballimore,  in  the  face  of  a. 
fteep  rugged  rock,  defisrves  only  to  be  mentioned  on  ac- 
count of  a  remarkable  man  who  took  up  his  refidence  in 
it,  and  whofe  name  it  bears.    It  is  called  Uambacbar^ 
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laicb^  *  the  ftrange  fellow's  cave :'  It  is  (aid«  that  a  man, 
unknown  to  any  perfon,  carried  his  wife  and  family  into 
this  cave,  which  is  almoft  inaccefiible ;  that  he  fiipported 
them  there,  by  preying  on  the  neighbourhood  \  that  he 
avoided  as  much  as  poffible  being  feen ;  but  that  when  his 
neceffities  obliged  him  to  make  his  appearance,  he  firuck 
the  people  with  fuch  awe  and  terror,  that  they  refilled 
him  nothing  ;  that  htf  never  particularly  opprefled  any 
perfon ;  that  he  left  the  country  after  he  had  reared  his 
&mily. 

Woods. — ^The  woods  conlift  of  oak,  afh,  birch,  alder, 
hazel,  mountain  aih,  afpen  and  elm.  Their  value  is 
known,  having  lately  been  cut  and  fold.  A  cutting  of 
the  whole  would  be  worth  L.  6000  Sterling.  They  are 
cut  at  the  end  of  20  years.  A  few  of  the  oaks  are  re- 
ferved  till  the  next  cutting.  The  moft  healthy  and  thri- 
ving plants  are  pitched  upon  ;  but  though  allowed  to  grow 
to  the  age  of  40  or  60  years,  they  are  not  fit  timber  for 
large  fliips.  They  are  bought  for  building  boats,  for 
couples  and  rafters,  &c.  to  the  houies  of  country  people. 
The  bark  of  the  oak  brings  the  greateft  part  of  the  mo- 
ney that  is  given  for  the  woods.  The  birch,  alder,  and 
hazel  are  made  into  charcoal,  for  which  there  is  a  ready 
market.  An  Englilh  Conopany,  who  have  creAed  a  fur- 
nace on  the  oppofite  ihore  of  Lochfine,  for  Imelting  iron 
ore,  have  a  conftant  demand  for  it.  There  is  alfo  a  de- 
mand for  it  from  England.  The  grofleft  part  of  it  b  ufed 
for  fmelting  the  ore ;  the  (mdleft  or  drois  for  reducing 
the  pig-iron  to  the  proper  flate  of  that  metal.  The  plant- 
ing b  not  confiderable.  The  little  that  b  done  in  thb 
way  is  only  for  ornament  and  i&elter  about  gentlemen's 
faoules.  Thb,  however,  by  degrees,  will  lead  to  plant, 
^th  a  view  of  having  ufeful  timber.    Orchards  do  not 
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thrive  well  iQ  this  diftrid.  The  trees  promife  well  for  % 
few  jears,  but  foon  decay.  It  appears  that  not  long  ago, 
the  face  of  the  country  was  moftly  covered  with  woods. 
It  was  then  a  great  objeft  to  clear  the  ground  of  them , 
but  this  fpirit  ha?  been  carried  too  far,  as  there  are  many 
fpots  of  ground  which  would  make  better  returns  to  the 
landlord,  if  producing  wood,  than  if  pafiured,  befides  their 
utility  and  ornament  to  the  country. 

Population^ — By  Dr  Webfter's  reports,  the  numbers 
were  X193.  In  January  1783,  there  were  ic6i.  Of 
whom  were  under  8  years  of  age,  -  -         211 

Above  8,  unmarried,  -  -  -        '    430 

Widowers  and  widows,  ...  68 

Married,  -  -  -  -341 

The  average  number  of  marriages  for  10  years  back  i$ 
9  yearly;  of  baptifms  33.  It  is  only  within  thefe  40 
years  that  any  regifler  was  kept,  and  for  28  of  thefe  not 
very  regular.  X^U  within  40  years,  the  population  is  £ud 
to  have  continued  nearly  the  fame  for  a  long  time  back ; 
fince  that  period,  it  has  decreafe^  by  a  third,  and  is  fiill 
decreaiing.  There  are  not  now  loco  perfons  in  the  pa- 
xi(h. — ^There  are  12  weavers  in  the  parifli,  who  weave 
coarfe  cloths  and  ;linens,  fuch  as  the  country  people  wear. 
There  is  i  mafon,  3  carpenters ;  there  are  2  blackfmiths,  5 
tailors,  a  ferrymen,  2  innkeepers.  The  people  arefober 
and  induftrious.  No  perfon  from  this  parifli  has  been  tried 
for  a  crime,  for  many  years  back.  They  refpeft  the  laws, 
^nd  pay  due  regard  to  their  fuperiors,  civil  and  ecclefiafti- 
pal.  They  are  all  of  the  cflabliflied  rcUgion,  and  very 
run£hial  in  attending  the  fervice  of  the  church. 

jtgricuhure^ 
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Agriculture^  lie. — The  pariih  contains  about  39,000 
gjcreSy  Scots  mfsafurei  which  is  calculated  from  the  number 
pf  fquare  miles  it  amounts  to*  700  acres,  at  prefent,  are  ufed 
for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture ;  Little  more  than  the  half 
of  which  is  annuallj  in  tillage.  This  computation  is  mad^ 
from  the  quantity  of  grain  fown,  which  is  312  boUs  oats, 
24  bolls  bear,  126  bolls  potatoes.  The  woods  occupj 
1500  acres ;  36,800  are  in  paftures  for  horfes,  black  cattle 
and  iheep.  The  farms  are  very  unequal  in  extent.  There  is 
PQe  of  L.  2Q0  Sterling  of  rent ;  feveral  about  L.  100  \ 
fome  not  more  than  L.  20.  The  proportion  of  arable  land 
in  each  farm  is  fmall ;  the  price  of  labour  is  high ;  the  land 
unevenly,  a^id  of  an  inferior  quality ;  the  climate  unfavour* 
able  for  raifing  crops ;  a  number  of  horfes  are  required  for 
the  labour,  which,  through  the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  are 
a  dead  flock  on  the  bands  of  the  farmer.  Thefe  circum- 
Aances  render  the  arable  land  of  fo  little  value,  that  in  ta- 
king a  farm,  it  is  only  looked  upon  as  a  conveniency,  and 
a  rent  is  only  given  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  cattle 
for  which  the  farm  can  afford  pafture.  At  an  average,  the 
pafhire  grounds  may  be  valued  at  13  d.  the  acre ;  but  at  this 
rate,  the  whole  rent  is  laid  on  the  grais  grounds.  There 
are  in  the  pariih  175  horfes,^82i  cows,  12,280  iheep.  The 
average  produce  is  1092  bolls  of  oats,  613  bolls  bear,  and 
1512  bolk  of  potatoes.  The  crops  that  are  raifed  very  nearly 
fupply  the  inhabitants.  About  ico  bolls  of  imported 
meal  are  bought ;  but  there  is  nearly  an  equivalent  of  bear, 
of  meal  and  of  potatoes,  fold  to  diftiUeries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood.  Upon  comparing  the  number  of  inhabitants  with 
^e  produce,  it  will  appear  that  each  perfon's  ihare  is  very 
fmall ;  but  a  number  of  men  and  women  leave  the  pariih  in 
fummer  and  autumn,  and  go  to  puUic  works ;  fuch  as  £ih- 
ing,  cutting  wood,  manufafluring  barks,  and  harveil-work 
)n  the  fouth  of  Scotland.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  267 :  16 :  9 
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occriing*  xnc  rcu  rent  d  ju.  zoyo  oicriing.  oervioes 
firom  th6  tenasts  are  afahod  tctkVty  aboliihed;  The  priud- 
{mQ  cAatet  in  the  patiifa  are  freeholds.  The  lefler  eftatcs 
hold  of  the  Diike  of  Argyle^  to  whom  is  paid  a  fmall  leu- 
Sntj.  The  patifli  is  divided  among  zx  heritors ;  6  of  whom 
refide.  The  odier  have  their  refidencfe  clofe  in  the  neigh- 
hottrhood.— -Dohdd  MachcUan,  £.fq;  one  of  the  Facnltj  of 
Advocates  in  Seottand,  is  principal  heritor.  HxspredeceC- 
fors  lived  in  a  caftte,  which  is  ftiH  ftihding.  It  i^  a  large 
bi^nldingy  nearlj  fquare.  The  height  of  the  walls  is  47  feet 
3  inches.  Its  greateft  length  is  72  feet  4  inches.  It  is 
not  precifely  known  wheh  Caftlehchlan  was  hnilt.  The 
tradition  regarding  it  is,  that  it  was  built  by  a  ladj  at  a 
time  her  hufband,  the  laird,  was  abroad,  ferving  in  one  of 
the  crufades.  Mr  Maclachlan  feems  refolved  to  keep  the 
caftle  in  fnch  repair  as  it  was  in  when  he  focceeded  to  it ; 
but  finding  it  inconvenient  for  a  family  fefidence,  he  has 
jnft  now  built  a  good  modern  houit  clofe  hj  the  cafile. 
This  boufe  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  a  plain,  by  the  fide 
of  a  fm'all  river.  It  fronts  Lochfine,  of  which  it  commands 
a  view  for  feveral  miles.  The  hilb,  which  have  an  unbro- 
ken furface  and  gentle  flope,  more  than  half  farround  the 
houfe,  and  flicker  it  from  every  wind,  excepting  the  foitth« 
weft.  Certain  fpots  on  the  declivity  of  the  hills  are  plant- 
ed with  foreft-trees;  fome  of  which  are  already  in  great 
forwardnefs.  The  variety  of  (hades  between  them,  and  the 
natural  wood  will  have  a  very  fine  eStA  in  beautifying  the 
place,  which,  for  its  extent,  is  much  adnoired.  Mr  Mac- 
lachlan's  eftate  lies  in  one  continued  ftretch  on  the  fide  of 
Lochfine.  It  is  iz  miles  in  length,  and  at  an  average  a 
mile  and  an  half  in  breadth.  His  honfe  is  about  the  centre. 
The  fiarms  on  the  eftate  moftly  border  on  Lochfine.  The 
tenants  houfes  arc  nigh  the  ffaore,  where  they  have  their  a- 
rable  grounds^  their  pafhire  lands  reach  to  the  fiunmit  of  the 
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hills  which  fcp^rate  ,the  panih  jaxasf.  Gl^nmlc.     He  ha$ 
snore  than  the  half  of  all  the  woodb  Ju^  tl:^  pa^riih,  yi\ikUi\k 
xnake  9  hea\itifol  apjpearaAQe  .viewed  frpiiot  .t^  od^er  Qde,  0^ 
from  Lochfine.     The  ibade  they  a&rdy  ftnfl  the  delicate 
flaypur  .of  9  vaft  quantity  of  honey&ckle,  ;which  grow9 
fpontaneouflj  i^ong  tbenif  wjiU  be  exceedialj  refireflung  to 
the  traveller,  wheiji  th^  line  of  road  19  compi^tedf  which  i$ 
began,  .^d  qurr jing  on,  down  the  fide  of  JLpchfipe.     The 
feelings  they  raile  is  like  that  of  cctOASoirtable  dqthing  }n  a 
bleak  and  cold  country.  There  isiioobjedan:the  Hi|^lands 
more  plea&nt  than  gentle  floping  hills,  %irtqd  y^^  wood, , 
and  terminating  in  the  fea.      Siich  an  objed  Mr  Iji^acla^^ 
lan's  eilate  offers  to  the  view  through  t}ie  greateft  p^rt  pf 
its  extents— Lieutenant-Generaldampbell,  Colonel  of  the 
57th  regiment  of  foot,  the  prefent  laird  pf  Strachur,  is  al- 
fo  a  refiding  heritor.     His  predeceiTocs  lived  fometimes  in 
Lochgoilhead,  at  a  place  called  Ardgartan,  where  they  had 
a  large  property,  which  jElill  continues  in    the  fapuly; 
fometimes  in  different  farms  .on  their  eftate  in  *this  pariib* 
They  had  a  coufiderable  property  in  the  p^rilh  of  Actp«> 
quhar,  alfo  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky.    This  family  is  re<;](oaed  by 
fome  the  mod  ancient  of  the  name  of  Campbell.    The  Ute 
laird  of  Macfarlane,  who,  with  great  genius  and  afiidaity, 
had  ftudied  the  ancient  hiilory  of  th^Highlands,  was  of  thb 
opinion.    The  patronymic  name  of  this  family  was  Mac^ 
artbur,  (the  fon  of  Arthur),  which  Arthur,  the  antiqua* 
ry  mentioned  above,  maintained,  was  brother  to  Colin^ 
the  firft  of  the  Argyle  family,  and  that  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  two  brothers  continued  for  a  long  time  to  be  knowa 
by  the  names  of  Maeartbur  and  MaccaiUew^  before  they 
took  the  fumame  q(  Campbell.     Another  account  makes 
Arthur  the  firft  laird  of  Strachur,  to  have  deCcended  of 
the  fiunily  of  Argyle,  at  a  later  period,  in  which  the  ptte. 
lent  laird  (eems  to  acqoieice,  by  taking,  with  a  markof  ca« 
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to  one  of  the  windows  is  the  hiU  above  defcribed.  There 
is  a  particular  hill  oppo&e  to  each  of  the  other  windows, 
not  altogether  of  fuch  a  remarkable  ihape,  but  fufficicnt  to 
attf ad  particular  notice.  The  General's  tradefmen,  his  la- 
bourers, and  even  his  crofters,  have  their  houfes  built  of 
ftone  and  lime  with  flated  roofs ;  chefe,  an  excellent  inn, 
and  the  minifler's  houfe  and  offices,  which  are  dofe  to  the 
General's  houie,  contribute  much  to  enliven  the  appea];ancc 
of  the  place.  Everj  thing  about  it  b^  a  new,  neat,  and 
finiihedlook. 

Siipifidf  School^  and  Poor.-^ir  Alexander  Campbell  of 
Ardkmglafs,  Bart,  and  Donald  Madachlan,  £fq;  of  Mac- 
lachlan,  are  patrons  of  the  parifli.  Thej  prefent  to  the 
living  alternately*  The  (Upends,  hj  an  interlocutor  of  the 
Court  of  Teinds,  8th  December  1790,  were  appointed  to 
be  7  chalders  i  boll  of  meal,  and  L.  231 :  6 :  8  Scots  money, 
and  that  both  for  ftipend  and  for  fumifliing  the  commu* 
nion-elements.  The  glebe  confifis  of  15  acres  of  very  bad 
foil.  The  manfe  was  built  in  Z780,  and  is  rather  above 
the  fize  of  the  generality  of  clergymens  houfes.  There  are 
2  chnrches  in  the  parilh,  in  which  the  minifier  officiates  al- 
ternately. One  of  them  is  in  Strachur,  dole  to  the  manfe  ; 
the  other  is  in  Stralachlan,  6  miles  diftant.— There  are  a 
parochial  Ichoob^  i  at  each  of  the  parifli  churches.  The 
ialary  for  both  the  fchools  is  only  L»  8 : 6 : 4  Sterling. 
90  fcholars,  at  an  average,  attend  thefe  fchools  during  the 
winter  and  fpring  quarters.  From  40  to  50,  in  fummer 
and  autumn.  Reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  are  taught.  There  are  other  2  fchook  in 
the  pariib,  in  didrids  diCcontiguous  to  tlie  churches.  The 
inhabitants  of  2  or  more  farms  join  and  employ  a  young 
man  for  teaching  their  children.  They  give  him  board 
and  lodging  alternately  in  their  houfes,  and  fiich  wages  as 
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half  the  number  of  fcholars  that  attend  the   parodiial 
fchools.     Till  within  lo  years^  there  was  a  ichool  in  this 
parilh  fupported  bj  the  Society  for  propogating  Chriftian 
Knowledge.     In  giving  a  fchool  to  a  parifh,  the  Society 
always  appoint  the  fchoolmafter  ;  and  they  m^ke  it  a  con- 
dition, that  the  parifliioners  fiimiih  him  gratis  with  a  fiiffi- 
cient  houfe,  garden,  grafr  and  fodder  for  a  cow,  and  as  ma- 
ny dry  peats  as  he  mayjreqnire.     The  man  whom  the  So- 
ciety lent  lad  to  this  parifh,  was  lame,  old.  and  infirm,  and 
being  naturally  peevifli,  the  pariihioners  and  he  could  not 
be  mutually  iatisfied.     He  died  in  the  fervice.     The  So* 
ciety  did  not  fend  a  fucceiTor ;  and  though  tiie  minifter  of- 
fered repeatedly  to  apply  for  one,  the  people  wolild  not 
confent  to  the  burdens  required  by  tbie  Society,  having  for- 
merly found  them  exceedingly  troublefome.    As  the  So- 
ciety now  have  a  handfome  fond;  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
will  be  more  liberal.— The  average  number  of  poor  in  the 
parifh  is  20.    Each  of  them  get  from  lo  s.  to  15  s.  at  an 
annual  diftribution  of  the  funds.    The  poor  confift  of  el- 
derly perfons,  who,  unable  to  earn  a  fubfifience,  go  khaalt 
and  get  alms  from  the  inhabitants.    If  any  of  them  are 
dllabled  from  travelling  about,   there  is  a  meeting  of  the 
heritors  and  fei&on  called,  and  fuch  of  the  parifhioners  as 
cfaoofe  to  attend,  in  order  to  afTefs  the  pariih  for  their  fup- 
port.     Every  plough  of  land  pajrs  a  certain  quantity  of 
meal,  and  this  is  fent  to  the  poor  perfon's  place  of  abode  ;^ 
befides,  fuch  a  fum  of  money  is  fent  out  of  the  fmids,  as  is 
thought  fufficient  to  purchafe  any  neceflary  of  clothing  or 
medicine.     The  fund  at  prefent  is  about  L.i  30  Sterlings 
which  has  been  made  up  partly  by  donations,  and  partly 
by  favings  in  plentiful  years.     The   collections  at  the 
church-doors   amount   annually  to  about  L.  14  Sterling. 
Many  plans  have  been  concerted  by  the  Commiffioners 
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of  Supply,  aad  the  Sjmod  of  Argjle,  far  pcevcntiog  begt 
goes  from  tnvcUi^g  about  wkhout  tbo  bosnds  of  tkeir  re* 
fpc^ve  paiiihcs ;  bat  tho  pr^dic68  of  the  peopkt  in  go- 
neral,  have  beeo  fuoh  a  bar  to  tbefe  plans,  that  tbej  have 
all  proved  uiefiedual.  No  fine  will  prevent  fame  people 
fir<Mii  giving  alma  to  whoevor  ailka  k  far  the  Uvg  0/  God, 
Though  the  mafter  of  a  family  faould  give  flrift  orders  s(s» 
gamft  it,  his  orders  will  «oc  be  obeyed.  The  beggars  takf 
advantage  of  this  pvejudiee,  fame  from  neceiSity,  othexa 
from  idle  habite,  will  perfift  in  going  about.  It  is  mndk 
to  be  wiihed  for,  that  fome  criterion  could  be  eftablilhed; 
by  which  the  truly  neceffitous  could  be  knowxu  But  till 
that  is  clearly  done,  would  it  be  proper  to  difaourage  giving 
alms?  Seeing  objefib  of  diftrefi,  cberifhes  humane  difpo- 
fitions.  Giving  daily  to  the  poor,  nouriihea  habits  of  be* 
oevolence, 

*  ^9g^9  &frd-f*Tlie  price  of  labomr  is  very  high.  It  has 
rifen  very  much  within  thefe  3  years.  To  dus  the  follow- 
ii^  caufes  have  contributed :  i.  The  cottoa^mawifaftttres^ 
the  printing  and  bleaching  fields  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Glafgow,  have  drained  this  parifli  of  a  number  of  work- 
men, a;  The  herring  whidi  have  appeared  in  Lodifine 
and  other  arms  of  the  fea  adjacem,  have  induced  many  of 
the  beft  labourers  to  become  fiihers,  an  employment  they 
prefer  lo  »y  work  that  requirea  a  continued  exertion. 
3.  The  e^teafive  improvemfents  carried  on  by  General 
Campbell  and  otberi^  have  caufcd  an  uncomnvon  demand 
far  labourers.— ^The  wages  of  a  good  labourer,  faom  ift 
March  to  jft  OAober,  is  i  s.  ad.  a-day,  far  the  reft  of  the 
year  as.;  an  ordinary  labourer  has  ad.  leis.  The  wages 
of  a  good  man  farvant^  for  farm  work,  ^diea  maintained  in 
the  family,  is  L.  7  Sterlai^,  aad  3' pair  of  flioes,  wortk  aas : 
Three  tm»  as  ntudlas  klvas  40  yoMaago.    A  maid  far^ 
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wwiat  nor  conunoa  aoui«aoi«  ur  larm  wotki  ais  i^.  3  a» 
jear,  and  2  pain  of  (hoes,  worth  6sm  A  labouring  man, 
«nd  whofe  wife  has  eren  a  moderate  (hare  of  indnibj,  can 
maintain  a  family  of  4  or  5  children  in  a  very  decent  man- 
ner, and  give  them  a  foitable  education.  There  is  no  in- 
fiance  of  a  labooring  man  being  in  indigent  circamftances, 
when  he  and  his  wife  are  attentive,  and  defiroos  of  em- 
ployment. There  are  few  parts  of  the  kingdom  where 
this  dafi  of  men  has  more  reafon  to  be  contented  with  their 
£tuation.  There  being  no  market  contiguoos,  they  lay  in 
ibr  their  winter  provifion  the  half  of  a  imall  cow  or  bol- 
Jock,  weighing  from  10  to  xi  ftone  Tron  weight,  or  a 
proportionable  quantity  of  mutton,  and  a  flore  6i  herring. 
This,  with  potatoes,  is  their  food  for  half  the  year.  For 
the  other  half,  they  live  on  oat-meal,  nulk,  and  fometimes 
frelh  herring.  The  potatoes,  indeed,  generally  left  three 
quarters  of  a-year.  Such  of  them  as  have  a  milk  cow, 
which  moil  of  them  have,  gather  as  modi  dang  as  enables 
them  to  raife  a  fnfficient  quantity  of  this  ufefnl  root.  The 
fiurmers  always  ^ve  them  as  mu^ih  land  as  they  can  fiir- 
piih  manure  Sou 

Ltmguagi.'^The  Gaelic  language  is  univerlally  fpoken 
in  this  pariih.  Many  of  the  natives  can  fpeak  no  other 
language.  The  young  people,  from  novelty,  go  for  fer- 
vice  to  the  fouth  (ide  of  the  Clyde,  and  learn  the  dialed  of 
that  country.  This,  with  what  they  learn  at  fchool,  en- 
ables them  to  undfciftand  the  Englilh  language,  and,  in 
fbme  meafure,  to  fpeak  it  i  but  fliU  their  mother  tongue 
is  much  more  &miliar  to  them.  In  their  common  conver- 
fation,  whichev^  language  they  attempt,  there  is  a  mix- 
ture of  the  idioms  and  pbrafiss  of  both.  Let  fiich  as  have 
a  partiality  for  tfae-Gaelii:,  commit  it  to  writing,  whilft 
yet  its  purity  may  be  tracedy  and  it  will  always  afford  plea- 
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§xre  to  tlie  learned,  to  ftadj  a  langoage  fo  nervous,  fo  ori« 
ginal,  and  fo  well  calculated  to  deforibe  the  caftoms,  man« 
aers,  and  amufements  of  a  people  who,  for  fo  long  a  tim^, 
have  withftood  eyery  kind  of  innovation. 

-  DiJadvaniOj^j.'^-The  greateft  -  di&dvanti^  ^^tkis  parifh 
labours  under,  is  the  difficulty  and  expenfe  of  procuring 
fbel.  In  general,  peats  are  nfed.  Thefe  are  only  got  on 
(he  tops  of  the  hiUs.  The  (leepnefs  of  the  hilb  renders 
Ae  leading  of  them  very  troublefome.  If  coab  could  be 
got  free  of  duty,  very  few  peats  would  be  made  in,  the  pa- 
riOi.  The  heritors  and  principal  taddGnnen  bum  coals 
chiefly.  The  duty  on  water-bom  coals  is  a  great  grievance 
to  aU  Argylelhire,  and  a  great  bar  to  improvement.  Thero 
is  limeftone  in  this  parifli,  but  the  price  of  coals  renders 
the  lime  fo  dear,  that,  as  yet,  it  is  little  ufed  in  agricul- 
ture. The  above  grievance  is  felt  the  more,  that  in  the 
neighbouring  pariihes  of  Lochgoilhead  and  Dunoon,  they 
get  coals  free  of  duty,  being  fituated  on  the  fide  of  the 
Clyde,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  frith. 

yUoan^a^i.— The  advantage  of  being  fo  nigh  the  Clyde, 
this  pariiih  enjoys  in  common  with  all  the  diftridof  Cowal; 
butchers,  from  Greenock  and  Glafgow,  come  to  the  feve- 
ral  farms  to  buy  the  cattle.  The  &rmers  have  eafy  accels 
to  Greenock,  where  tiiey  have  a  ready  market  for  what- 
ever they  have  to  difpofe  of,  and  where  they  can  procure, 
and  eafily  get  home,  whatever  they  may  want  for  the  ufe 
of  their  £unilies.  The  herring  which  fi«quent  Lochfine, 
are  no  doubt  a  great  advantage  to  this  diftrift.  A  clear 
jain,  amounting  fome  years  to  L.  500  or  L.  600  Sterling,  a- 
liles  from  that  fiihery.  But  the  fi&ing,  efpecially  when 
fiiccefifiil,  has  a  great  tendency  to  produce  habits  of  idle- 
ods  amoog  the  people.     The  method  of  catching  herring 
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pwfoiid  ia  I^cbfiac,  itfwtp  only  »rcifiaii»l  oeitm^;  te 
two-|hir<b  of  their  tme  the  fiflico  bmTt  nadhii^  to  do. 
Xbe  laall  tenuits  wbo  foUaw  the  fiiking  caaaoi  p^y  pro* 
per  attention  to  tlwr  fMOi**    Tbo  iihing  geocnllj  begbm 
in  the  month  of  July,  and  continues  till  Chtiftmas.     Encfa 
Voothat^man.    £ach«iaAfoiiiiilieshisqaotaof  ttcca  and 
fiOung  appatatua,    Tb^  9W#ft:  of  the  boat  gets  a  fifth  part 
of  the  dear  profits,  which  Tanoa  greatly,  even  when  tba 
fiihiog  aofwera  bdt    laone  botl,  eachaaan'sibaroof  dear 
gain  ia  from  !«.  la  to  1^15  Sladifig,  whi]ft  ja  another  the 
fliara  does  not  amoont.  to  0  fixih  part  of  that  fiun.    Tbf 
iocceisfol  and  wfeooeftfiU  «fe,  however,  difpoicd  tb  try  it 
next  fieafon  i  iho  forager,  tnifiing  lo  ^  continuation  of  his 
good  hick  I  the  kttei ,  in  hopes  of  better  fivtune.    In  the 
year  IT&S*  $7  boats,  and  xoS^nxeo,  from  this  pariih,  were 
coapbyed.      Since  that  period,  the  herring  have  not  ap* 
peered  in  fiicb  qoaotities  as  to  induce  the  people  to  make  n 
bufineia  of  the  Qflung.    This  fiibing  has  given  the  pec^  a 
esUih  for  feaftris^    When  diftppoiated  of  the  fiAuag  at 
home,  a  number  of  the  young  men  go  as  hands  on  board 
the  fmacks  which  are  fent  annually  from  the  Clyde  to  fiih 
eaeeog  the  weftera  ifles.    A  few  of  thefe  coatinBe  fiukcs, 
and  are  employed  in  larger  vefleb  that  fail  on  diftaal 
voyi^ei. ' 

Cia^gf  proJmcid  fy  Stee^^SUch^F^WiOiin  thde  h&  30 
yean,  efpeciaUy  fince  iheep4locks  have  been  introduced,  it 
is  remarked,  that  a  number  of  people  from  this  diftiid 
have  become  failon  i  but  it  en^uis  that  aeoelfity,  aad  net 
ehoice,  has  been  the  caufe.  Bj  joiniag  together  a,  3,  oi 
more  farms,  aad  cenuertii;^  them  iato  a  Iheep-walk,  xa  or 
jl^  tenants,  widi  their  familiei^  were  thrown  out  (d  tfam 
u^  line  of  employment.  The  lea  opeoed  ks  arms  to  dM 
youag  Md  aaiveu  >S«i0b  f(.tke  tUMffon^smidh^ 

hoar, 
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boor,  took  eottsffiesy  and  wrofUght  for  hire.  Mfln j  ^ole 
fiunilies  emigrated  ta  the  maou&ftariiig  towm^  where  a 
diange  of  climate  and  diet  fliortened  the  days  of  the  old, ' 
and  enervated  the  jomig.  From  die  era  cKf  introducing 
flieep-ftocks,  a  very  great  change  is  obfervable  in  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  people.  Till  then,  they  fliewed  no  predi- 
leftkm  for  a  feafiuring  life.  Till  then^  their  fentiment$ 
were  generally  warlike.  Round  every  fire-fide,  the  enter- 
binment  of  the  evening  waa  vehearfing  talea  of  former 
times,  the  adions  of  hrave  men,  the  wariike  feats  of  their 
anceftors.  By  fuch  oonveiiationy  the  yonng  mind,  fired 
with  the  f^irit  of  great  examples,  eagerly  panted  after  an 
opportunity  of  being  fignaliaed,  by  furmoonting  difficul- 
ties, by  enconntering  dangers.  Attachment  to  the  chief, 
and  a  jealoufy  of  his  honour,  were  feckooed  primary  vir- 
tues. Thefe  were  inculcated  at  an  early  period  of  life,  they 
were  ftrengthened  by  habit,  they  prevailed  nniverfally, 
^hen  the  chief,  or  any  of  his  family  fte^ped  forward  to 
ferve  in  the  army,  all  the  yotttig  men  readily  fi:>llowed  him, 
as  their  fathers  had  done  on  fimilar  occafions  *. — ^The  di- 
ftrift  is  now  thinned  of  its  inhabitants.  The  people  have 
been  forced  to  leave  their  native  hills.  Such  as  have 
gone  have  changed  their  manners,  and  the  old  fpirit  of  the 

Highlander 

*  Inftances  of  thii  »re  well  remembered,  when  the  42^  regiment  ivas 
6fft  railed,  and  particularly  when  the  Heirs  of  Ardkinglafs  tnd  Strachur 
were  appointed  officers  in  Lord  Loudon's  regiment  in  1745.  Though  it 
was  hot  then  th«  mode  to  make  the  officers  commilCons  depend  upon  rai« 
fin  If  ft  certain  quota  of  men,  yet  the  two  yonng  gentlemen  got  mod  of 
their  company,  who  followed  ihem  at  volunteetip  from  tfaeir  paternal  ' 
cftates.  How  different  the  lentiments  of  the  people  in  1778 !  When  it 
was  propofed  to  raife  a  Weftern  Fencible  Regiment,  the  gentlemen  of 
ArgjIeHiire  engaged  to  furniHi  a  certain  number  of  men  ;  but  thouf;h  the 
men  liad  an  exprefs  promifi  ffum  Ooternment  that  they  Aiould  not  be 
called  out  •£  the  Un^ofli;  noreven  into  £aglisi4»  excepting  in  cafe  of 
«i|  iavailon,  the  heritors  were  obliged  to  bribe  them  high. 
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and/fiberal  contributions  have  been  made  for  encouraging 
people  to  fettle  in  them.  This  plan,  however,  does  not 
promife  fucceis.  It  is  upon  too  eztenfive  a  fcale.  The 
firong  local  attachment  of  the  Highlanders  has  not  been  at- 
tended to.  Bj  the  plan  of  the£e  villages,  they  will  be  at 
too  great  a  diftance  from  each  other.  It  is  expend  that 
people  lyill  come  to  them  for  60  miles  round  or  upwards. 
This  will  not  take  place.  If  a  Highlander  is  forced  or  in- 
duced to  leave  the  fmall  circle  which  occupied  his  firft  af- 
fe^oos,  he  cares  not  how  far  he  goes  from  home.  Going 
to  another  parifli,  or  to  the  diftrift  of  another  dan,*  b  to 
him  entire  banifliment;  and  when  he  has  refolved  to  fet 
out,  whether  from  necefllty  or  choice,  he  would  as  foon 
crols  the  Atlantic  as  he  would  crols  an  arm  of  the  fea.  It 
is  only  an  immediate  and  a  very  clear  advantage  that  would 
induce  him  to  flop.  The  fifliing  villages  have  not  this  to 
ofier.  It  is  only  in  the  courfe  of  a  feries^of  years,  that  the 
fettlers  have  a  profpeft  of  being  comfortable.  To  keep 
the  people  from  emigrating,  villages  muft  be  frequent,  their 
prejudices  muft  be  attended  to,  and  encouragement  held  out 
to  them  to  fettle  in  the  dofe  neighbourhood  of  their  origi- 
nal  homes ;  and  here  it  will  be  found  that  very  moderate 
advantages  will  fatisfy  them. 

Hint  for  Improvements. — ^When  3  or  4  farms  are  thrown 
into  one  poflefGon,  and  converted  into  a  flieep-walk,  and 
of  courfe  a  number  of  families  obliged  to  remove,  let  a 
farm  in  the  neighbourhood  be  pitched  upon,  where  fuel  is 
convenient,  where  part  of  the  lands  is  arable,  and  vvhere 
there  is  a  track  of  ground  capable  of  cultivation ;  let  it  be 
inclofed,  and  fubdivided^  let  hbufes  be  built,  and  the 
people  wilL  flock  to  it.  They  cannot  at  iirft  pay  much 
rent;  but  by  degrees,  as  they  improve  the  land,  and  get  in- 
to the  way  of  other  employments,  they  will  be  enabled 
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fiilly  to  indemnify  the  landlord  for  his  expenoes.  Where 
fuch  a  fituation  can  be  had  on  the  lea-coaft,  the  Tillaga 
ivill  do  well.  The  landlord  oaght  to  encourage  feme  mm- 
nufaftnre  of  wool  or  cotton,  to  fomifli  employment  for  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  villagers.  If  this  plan  were  fol- 
lowed, emigration  would  never  be  thought  oi^  t&e  popula- 
tion of  the  Highlands  would  be  found  not  to  decreafe  9 
ufefiil  hands  would  be  got  at  a  call|  &r  eveiy  kind  of  la- 
bour ;  fcrvants  got  at  moderate  rates,  for  the  purpoies  of 
agriculture  or  tending  flocks ;  and  what  remains  of  the  fpi- 
rit  and  manners  of  the  andent  Highlanders,  tor  a  length  of 
time,  be  preferved.— Mr  M aclachlan  has  begun  a  village  oo 
his  property  in  this  pariih.  It  promifes  exceeding^  vrelL 
It  is  from  his  plan,  and  its  fucceisful  appearance,  that  the 
above  hints  are  fuggefted.— If  riie  fmns  to  be  expended  on 
the  fiOitng  villages,  were  diftributed  in  premiums  to  the 
heritors  in  the  Highlands,  for  building  viUageSt  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  people  fupported  in  each,  every  pnr- 
pofe  propofed  by  the  Society,  who  have  begun  the  fifhing 
villages,  would  be  eiSefiually  anfwered.  The  State  would 
be  firengthened  by  fea  and  by  land.  Ought  not  the  State 
to  encourage  this  fcheme  ? 
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APPENDIX. 


'^  I  ^HE  following  particulars  refpefiing  the  pariih  of  Kil- 
'"'    MALCOLM,  (No.  XXXVI.)  were  tranlmitted  bj  the 
Minifter  fince  the  account  was  printed.     (See  page  a  74*) 

Natm^-^t  is  fuppofed  bj  fome,  that  th^  name  of  tKis 
parifh  is  compounded  of  the  Gaelic  word  KU^  which  figni- 
fies  a  burying  ground,  and  the  name  Makobn^  and  confe« 
quentlj  that  it  was  the  burial  place,  of  fome  diftinguiihed 
perfon  of  that  name,  in  former  times. 

Improvfments.^-^The  moft  remarkable  piece  of  improve- 
ment in  this  pariih  is  bj  Dr  Mollefon  of  Port-Glafgow,  on 
the  farm  of  Bradefield,  in  the  eftate  of  Finlayfon  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Port-GIafgow.  Upon  this  farm  he  has  built  an 
elegant  boufe,  from  which  there  is  a  beautiful  profpefi  of 
the  Clyde,  the  town  and  (hire  of  Dumbarton,  an  estenfive 
view  of  Argylefhire,  the  high  road  leading  from  Glafgow 
to  Greenock,  the  towns  and  harbours  of  Greenock  and 
Port-Glafgow,  &c.  He  has  judicioufly  fubdivided  and  in- 
clofed  the  lands,  with  thorn  hedges,  and  belts  of  planting. 
Though  of  a  (hallow  foil,  it  now  yields  plentiful  crops  of 
oats,  barley,  beans  and  grais  of  various  kinds.  His  garden 
produces  the  plants  and  flowers  common  in  the  climate ; 
and  he  raifes  many  from  foreign  countries,  which  are  ufeful 
in  the  line  of  his  profeflion*  Thefe  improvements  do  much 
}ionour  to  his  judgment  and  tafte.  The  lands  were  in  a 
Aate  of  nature  within  thefe  30  years. 
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